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~ WordPerfect 6.1 hattles for best of breed

= WordPerfect 6.1 and Word for Windows 6.0 now neck and neck in word processor race

By john Lombardi

OR NOVELL INC., the second

time’s the charm, Version 6.0 of
its flagship WordPerfect word .

processing software stumbled

into a distant third place in our
last comparison of Windows word
processors. (See Feb. 7,1994, page
‘66.) The upgraded WordPerfect
6.1, now part of Novell’s Perfect-
Office suite, fixes the crippling

“bugs that tripped up the perfor-

mance of the previous edition and

- adds enough features (o raise its

score o almost match that of ils
archrival, Microsoft Word for Win-
dows 6.0

This intense battle for first place
reminds us of theearly days of word
processing software, when upstart
WordPerfect challenged then-
leader WordStar for market domi-
nance. The end result of these bat-
tles, both past and present, is better
software for end-users.

People with general word pro-
cessing needs will be satisfied with
either product. Both programs offer
a strong setof features afid are easy
to use. Both can handle just abeut
any imaginable word processing
task. What distinguishes each is the

features it emphasizes, the style of -
‘its interface,and its integration with

ather productivity programs.

FERTURES

After running our full test suite'on
Version 6.1, we found substantial
positive changes in only a few areas
and no.new bugs. These positive
changes caused us to revise our
scoring in six performance cate-
gories: Forwnately for Novell, thase
six categories include ones that Ver-

sion 6.0 had the most tyouble with. -

Movell also made minor im-
provenents throughout this release
in the cosmetic appearance and
‘consistency of the user interface, the

pa'cka{éing and contents of the on-
linc help and the hard-copy docu-
mentation, and the operation of
various features. Although ‘we ap-
_preciated theseenhancements, they
weren't signiﬁcam enough to alter
our scoringin the affected category.
The scores for the fullowing cate”
gories remain the same as those in
our Fel. 7, 1994, comparison: mail
merge, very good; long documents,
_satisfactory; file management, very
good; workgroup and networking,
very good; macros, good; docu-
mentation, excellent; support poli-
cies, very good; and technical sup-
port, goad. (Fora full description of
our lest suite, see How We Tested,
Feb. 7, 1994, page 67.)

PERFORMANCE

Basic editing and formatting

We evaluated basic editing and for-
matting by performing common
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GUIDE T0 REPORT CARD SCORES :

InfaWardd reviews only finished, production versions of products, never
beta-test versions. ; 3

Products receive ratings ranging fram unacceptable to em:el]em in
varions categaries. Scores are derived by multiplying the weig] {in

Segres are summed, divided by 100, and rounded dewn 10 one decimal
place to yield the final score out of 3 maximum possible scorz of 10
{plus honus). Products rated within 0.2 points of ane another differ
Tittle,

parenthesis} of each eriterion by its rating, where:

Excellent = 1,0 - Gutstanding in all areas.

Very Good =0.75— Meeu all essential eriteria and offers significant
advantages.

Good = 0,525 - Meets essential criteria and mdudes some special
features.

Satisfactory = 0.5 - Meets essential eriteria,

Poar = 0.15 - Falls short in essential areas.

Unacceptable or H/A = 0.0 — Fails ta meet minimum stantards or
lacks this feature.

represent average ielative importance to infollorld
readers invalved in purchzsing and using that product categary. You
can customize the report card ta your campany’s needs by using your
dven weightings to calculate the final score.

The Test Center Hot Pick is JnfoWorld's new award for outstanding
pmducts we have evaluated in scored stand-alane reviews or product
comparisons, To recefve the Test Center Hot Pick seal, a product has to
§TTET WitdL fORYurid deomy to Bic @ sand owt feature or technalagy
that is |y valuable or revolutionary compared to comp
The product must also score at least satisfactory in all Repart Card
cateqaries and receive a final scare of 7.6 or mare.
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WORDPERFECT'S sophisticated gramniar checker has gotten cven berter; »
it now parses sentences.

editing tasks such as search and
replace. drag and drop.and cut and
paste. WordPerfect 6.1 earned a
higher score than Version 6.0 due to
new editing features.

We were able to drag and drop a
selection not only within an open
document but also between differ-
ent documents open on-screen and
between most Windows-compati-
ble applications. This brings Word-

" Perfect’s drag-and-drop capabilities
up to the market standard.

WordPerfect added a Make 1t Fit
Expert for those people who have to

ill a particular amount of page real
estate. Make It Fit takes your text |

and fits it into as many pages as you
specify. For example, if you have 10
pages of text and only eight sheets
of paper, the Make It Fit expert

shrinks the type face and adjusts the:

margins until your document
squeezes gnto those eight pages.
WordPerfect has a limit of 50 per-
cent shrinkage or expansion; the
equivalent Word for Windows fea-

. ture can only change the document -

by one page. Our testing shows that
~WordPerfect’s Make It Fit Expert
gencrally works well. However,
complex documents with stylized
text or graphics images can end up
with layout problems — the Make
1t Fit expert may move these non-
text elements to the wrong place.
Another feature that WordPerfect
has but Word for Windows doesn't
is the capgbility to search for word
forms. For example, you can search
for“go” and the function highlights
all instances of “go!" “went” and
“gone” in your document. We liked
this feature and found it useful,

. being the sortof people who gener- -

ally conjugate their verbs. (n the

other hand, WordPerfect does not

have the equivalent of Word for”

Windows' sounds-alike search’, an
option we'd like to see added.
WordPerfect also made 2 slew of
ease-of-use enhancements. It im-
praved the word processor’s OLE
implementation; WordPerfect 6.1 is
an OLE client. For example, we were
able to use OLE when both the serv-
erand dlient documents were Open..
It's easy to insert special, foreign-

language, or graphic characters in .
the text, and bullets require Oﬂl}’ a -

single click to insert. i
On the down side, our test that
moves labbed columns from one
. place to another continues to'suffer
“from the clumsiness of Word-
Perfect’s special in-stream codes.”’
Although the program doesa good
job of autommatically locating its
"codes within the text stream, we still
risked unanticipated results if we
selected columns with one set of
tabs and moved those columns toa
location that had different tab set-
tings. We had to use the Reveal
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‘isan cxtraordmary bonus. We had no diffi- -

culty at all ‘completing the new: sletter, includ-

-maoving text and graphics. ;

*You'can now manipulate the boxes {Word-
. Perfect’s name for frames) that contain graph-
. ic ch:m:n_ls as effortesslyas you do the frames
_in Word I'dr-l'\rmdws.'.ﬁ.o. And where Word-

Perfect 6.0 had an inferior drop-cap feature,

" _ this new version has outstand:ng drop cap -

_1ng.res:zmg, rotating, cropping, placmg, and i}
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TmA:.,aWord?erfeu feature,ﬂenbly and

: eﬁeclwely manages fancy display-type-ele- -

ments used for titles and banner hm&!;neq.

- Finally, Word Perfect 6.1 includes a contour

" text-wrap feature that flows text around the

* graphic itself rather than wrapping it around

* the rectangular frame tl“at'enclo'se.sdic-gréph- =
ic. Word for. Wlndows ﬁur:.s not’ ha\re this-

featore. .
\VordPerfecis layoutn capabﬂny earns a
score of excel]em

3 Iabres

‘importing data from an Excel spreadsheet
- and checking to see what propertics were
retained. Version 6.0 had extensive table ca-

! _pabihhes but WordPerfect still, managed [0

“improve them in Version 6.1.
Tables in WordPerfect mimic the capahih-

~tiesofa ‘eal spreadsheet, wh1r_h makes them -

Tesnng a product’s tabb: functmm :mrolw d

:'_ Pl:oducts Ourch f‘éu:‘npl:\i‘ﬂl with the tables

in Yersion. 6.0 was that you had to interact
morethrough dla!cg boxesthan tw an-screen
dmgglng.

This interface style made Version 6.0% 1a-- . .

blcs c}ownng’ht clumsy 1o use, Version 6,1's -
ease of use is-considerably better. For exam-~
ple.now you can set column widths by drag-

:g'in'g' _coiumn':_b_bl!._mda_ir{t:s with the mouse. -

_However, as be_ﬁ:_r_re\ if you-set the option to
display grid_l{n:;. you cannol see the table's

: capabﬂ:t:es

" far super:or to the hhle.s fDund in compclmg

ammmr

“If ynu want to get in: thc fast Iane, wur chmce is
3 Para“e-] processing allows you to cxﬂ'ute wmplex q‘uerles Gl

analysis and reporting becomes a snap. ;

And as the Lllart below” shows, uullkc 1t5 lead:ng com*
petltor Oracle7, new DB2 Parallel F(ixtmn has all vital .
ﬁln{.hﬂﬂ.‘i performed in parallel = whlch gwes ita huge
advantage in speed and scalabﬂlty

That ﬁ::.eans' you'll actually be able t& us(_a.a_ll of your".

‘customer and a blg advanla,ge over you‘r conq}etltion. ol

So get the IBM benchmiark data and white’ papers. And .

E.dmcm — an IBM Information Warchousx, solution:

Call 1800 IBM- 3333, STAR GAOOS :

6546461 Tusby 10212 2000P0), o confac your foca 88 e Tl et fom e ks dnd pis e M & D62 ar g agsmans 3

‘cléar: parallel pmcessmg wlih new DB?”P.lra]_lel E dltlcm.

* against huge databases in minutes; not hour& or days So i o

stéred (:orporate dat'a, for unpara[leled i_n_sigh_t into yuur:

find out how to get ahead- fast w1th new DB2. Para“el. : ":

sha_diﬁg' or borders on the screen.
Based- on -jts -overall impm\«cmt nt- in
¥ usabﬂny. wi raise Wnrdperl'ecl 6.1’s Inb‘lcs
score to =xce1lent : :
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Wu lested tmpen and expurl Funcunns by
| swapping a.complicated document between .
Wordl’r_rfr_-r_l 6.1 and’WﬂrdPerﬁ:ct 53, Word

Software for Dala . __ ; : |
Warehousing. o] e : AR
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'WORDPERFECT 6.1 corntes with better layout
capabilities than Version 6.0.One -
" advanced feature is contour wrapping, a.
|, capability that Word for Wmdqws Iacks
d foerdan 20,and Ami Pro 2. l] This Lime
: WordP{.rfuct did a fine job,: which raised its
‘score dramatically.
Our tests of Version 6.0 revealed lhnl it was
| incapable of accurately Lmns!aung docu-
|” ments created with earlier versions of Word-
1 Perfect asin &:r which we severely penalized
Uit “This version- ‘of WordPerfect fixed those’
1% probierns graph:msr.ayed with thé docurment
4 and in the correct lggation. Column widths
were kept mtactduqng,lranslat_:on.:m_d fonts
‘made the trip intact from one version, of
‘WordPerfect to another. i
However, the tra nsIatlou from WuniPerfcr.(
6.1 to-Word. For Windows 20 is still idiosyn- -
cratic and requires considerable’ reformamng :
ta get graphics and text elements placed cor-
rectly in-the translated documents. Also, the |
translation from Word for Windaws 6.0 to
WordPerfect 6.1 does nol always handlc ﬁ.mts
or align text correctly. ;
* Mevertheless, we oonsuder tht impmved ims
portmﬂ and exporting between WordPerfect =
5.2 and WordPerfect 6.1 documents signifi---
cant cnaugh to merit rmsmg its score from :
"poor tovery: gomf o8 ; :
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A host of minor changes to thelock of thein- .
terface; and the consistency of menus; dialog
biones, and mouse actions, as well as consid- -
erable improvements to- the content of the -
help files, add ‘to our more favorable opinion -~ -
of this version of WordPerfect. These changes, -
on top of the major improvements: that -+ -
increase WordPetfect 6.1 reporf card scores, *
. male it a better buy at Hoi than the bug--
Jladen Version 6.0. We raise.its score for \'a]uc
o excellenr
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