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WordPerfect Windows 5.2 adds features
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By John LOMBARDI
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR

ver the years, WordPerfect Corp.’s
practice of adding minor enhance-
ments, fixes, and improvements to
its highly popular word processing
program without changing the version
number has drawn the irritated attention
of commentators. Now, with Word-

Perfect 5.2, the Utah company has ac- |

cepted the criticism and issued an im-
proved product with minor but important

enhancements. Ironically, some critics |

complain that there isn’t enough change
for a new version.

Here we take a short look at Word-
Perfect 5.2 for Windows, highlighting the
new features and improved scores over
Version 5.1. If there were no changes in a
category, we didn’t include a writeup of
it. For a complete review, sce our last

comparison of Windows word processors
(February 10, 1992, page 78). We based
this revicw on criteria we developed in
that comparison.

PERFORMANCE:
Basic editing: WordPerfect has 1mp|e—

mented drag-and-drop text, bnngmg it
‘up to par with Microsoft Corp.’s Word

for Windows and Lotus Development
Corp.’s Ami Pro. Aside from just hav-
ing a nifty way to cut and paste, you can
also hold the control key and drag to
copy your text. Its other basic editing

- featurcs remain the same. We found our

basic editing ease-of-use task was easier
to accomplish, contributing to a higher
score. We rate basic editing excellent.
Proofing tools: Meeting the competi-
tion, the name of the game in the word
processing wars, required the addition of

. a grammar checker to match Word for

BENCHMARKS INIF_%
Windows professional word processors
WordPerfect 5.2 WordPerfect 5.1 Microsoft Word
for Windows for Windows for Windows
Version 5.2 Version 5.1 Version 2.0
“File operations: simple file*
| Open 0:10 0:06 003
| Sawe 007 008 0:02
Print to HP Laserlet 247 127 1:33
Impart WordPerfect 5,008 - "0:10 007 0:14
File operations: complex file®
Open 0:18 T 014 03
Save 0:05 0:05 0:04
Print preview (VA5 013 07
Print to QMS-PS B10 208 248 ¢t 503
Search tools: simple file
Reorder chapters 0:22 0:21 0:49
Global search and replace 012 0:05 . 002
Search tools: complex file ;
Search for last word 10 0:08 0:01
Global search and replace . 0:10 0:09 0:02
| Editing tasks: simple file
{ Alter margin and repaginate 0:05 0:01 002
i Change base font and repaginate  0:07 0:02 0:02
| Jump to bottom i 05 003 0:01
| Generate tabie of contents 258 5:24 1:14
!| Editing tasks: complex file
|  Reformatand repaginate (font) - 0:07 0:08 02
Jump to bottom 0:07 0:06 0:01
Cut and paste 012 017 0:09
Layout tasks: complex file
Place PCX file 0:09 0:08 007
Place EPS file 0:07 0:07 0:05
1Simple file 15 3 128-page manuscrpl drded ito seven chaplers.
’Cnmcflex file 5 3 four-page, hghly rcrrnanled document with a tabée, 3 PCX image, a PIC graph, and an EFS file.

Windows and
Ami Pro. Word-
Perfect has added
Grammatik 5, a
stand-alone Win-
dows pgrammar
checker. Gram-
matik 5 (reviewed
October 28, 1992,
page 64) does an
acceplable job of
checking, but its
integration with
WordPerfect is a
bit clumsy and
complicated. The
grammar checker
is not fully inte-
grated as it is in
Word or Ami Pro.
You. can access
Grammatik from
a pull-down menu,
but when you are checking grammar,
you do so through the clipboard and
therefore can lose your document for-
matting. The grammar checker would be
more useful if it were better implement-
ed.

WordPerfect has also enhanced the
spelling checker. You can now back-
track, edit the text, and resume checking
from a previous point in the text.
Because of the awkward implementation
of Grammatik 5, proofing tools remain
very good, the same as in our last review.

Font and printer support: WordPerfect

" now ships with ATM, Version 2.5 and 12

decorative fonts from WordPerfect's
Presentations package. However, you
cannot use the ATM fonts with Word-
Perlect's printer drivers unless you pur-
chase a third-party package made 1o
bring fonts into WordPerfect (Prime-
Type or More Fonts) oruse HP soft
fonts. WordPerfect still ships with its im-
pressive list of printer drivers, but you
cannot take advantage of them with
PostScript typefaces without an add-on
package. This holds font and printer sup-
port to very goad.

Import and export: WurdParfect has
added Object Linking and Embcdding
support to the previously existing Dy-
namic Data Exchange, completing the

Word?erfocl 5.2 for Windows' enhanced file manager
vou see a graphical preview of your files.

data exchange and file linking capabili- -

ties of the program. WordPerfect does a
superb job of handling graphics images
and converting graphics files. In addi-
tion, WordPerfect has added support for
Word 2.0 and Ami Pro 2.0. Other import
and export features are unchanged. We
rate import and export excellent,
Networking: WordPerfect has en-
hanced the network installation and
added seme helpful network administra-
tion capabilities. File sharing options re-
main the same, and the program still
lacks the capability for user ID annota-
tions. A welcome change to the net-

working support is E-mail integration.
WordPerfect 5.2 for Windows supports
any mail package that is VIM or MAPI
compatible as well as Teamlinks for
DEC, and they are working on a proto-
col to offer Profs support, which they
plan to have available soon. We rate net-
working very good. :

. Speed: Overall, WordPerfect 5.2 for
Windows was a bit slower than its prede-
cessor. Its PostScript printing time for
the complex file was quicker and more
than 3 minutes faster than Word’s.
However, the PCL print time for the
simple document was a minute slower.
On balancé, the speed score remains a
good.

Macros: WordPerfect has improved its
macro supporl, most notably in the
macro help file. The on-line help now in-
cludes the complete documentation. If
you wish to have a written manual, you

. can receive one for $9.95. In addition.

WordPerfect has enhanced and expand-
ed the macro commands, bringing them
up to par with Ami Pro and Word. The
macro format is identical to that in Ver-
sion 5.1 for Windows. We rate macros
excellent.

EASE OF UsE:

The most significant enhancement to
WordPerfect 5.2 for Windows is its out-
standing file finder/indexer. You can cre-
ate an index to any or all files on your

disk and then find all the files that have, -

for example, someone’s name in them.
The indexer will take some time for the
first pass on a large disk; we did 37
megabytes of files in 24 minutes, but sub-
sequent passes that update the index run
much faster. The search process is ex-
tremely quick — almost instantaneous.
The indexer and the super file manager
both run outside Windows as stand-
alone applications, and you can use them
even if you don’t use WordPerfect for
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: 3 improved over the previous version. The ' remain the program of choice for exp
of use has improved  cnhancements move this product closer  WordPerfect for DOS users who v
SEE e : 2 VS L e convert to Windows becau

"_ e ; ) B Perfect retains all of charact
WordPerfect has enhanced its button bars to S e

™ ] % .- » = 1 g .? ! e pﬂ\.-':’EJ'.U macrc au

include more ready-made functions. thorities, and foomote and endnote cap

) p
s ) bilitics. For these users Yerledt 1

still an excellent value
from Versic we rate it excellent.

; | ty and the author o
VALUE: has been working with
ope macro, which In short, WordPerfect 5 significantly
.or Windows

WINDOWS ]
WoerdPerfect -
for Windows

Prooting tools

Layout

Mail merge {50)  Very Good

Style shests (50}  Good

and
printer suppart [ ery Good
rice | { Very Good

Import and export

Metwol

Speed

Macros
Documentation (75)  Satisfactory
Ease of leaming | Very Good
Ease of use ) Exceient
Suppor:t :

.'Suppa'rt policies Excellent

Technical support Very Good
Valus ' {50 "Exceflent

Final score 2.0
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Company: WordPerfect, in Crem, Utah, can

s e || \WHEN [T COMES TO MAKING DECISIONS. GET TO THE POINT.

* Now let the world's second largest computer. maker help bility! gives you increased data storage and multiple Lo
r $39,05, which i Bk BBl ou make one decision that will impact decisions out in the catians options.

phiet DL:!‘LﬁniI'IE new features; $99 upgrade

; = field. The Fujitsu 325Point ~ pen computer, from Fujitsu's Smpll in size and big on brain power, this three pounder S
from WordPesfect; $129 competitive upgrad : ; 5

extenzive Decision Series. ; an AI-’TSG& SKLV MHCrOprocessor. Fuptsu's pl‘..‘-u:»-! mang
file maPagement; impraved bution bar sup- Inside and out, 325Point was built for portabiity. Its flexible  ment [..cchnolog'y and 325Pomnt's ;:-m;,_ batter, be nI‘ ..»l iy
ort; OLE support; Adobe Type Manager:im- || | platform supports multiple operating systems such as : tolpL.;!. i a full day of computing. And 1 backhe screen makes
Windows for Pen.” PenDOS  and PenPoint ~ as well as the reading easy on the eyes.
ks collapsible | latest sofeware tools. So developers can easily design Decisions, decisions. Now there’s A pont where ths
custom pen applications and field workers can enter data, | become easier. I?ISPomt_. e g
process infarmaion efficiently and make better deci- Cantact Fujitsu: 1-800-831-3183 - fA X

by adding several sions on the spot. Plus 325Point’s PCMCIA expansion capa- 93-94158:99 for internatinnal nquines
at mostly Doost its ease of use.
This product is & fine choice for people
already standardized on WordPerfect, but if
re making a new move to a8 Windows
Sor, Word and Ami Pro are still
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