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for Windows
VERSION 1.5
Criterion (Weighting} Score
Performance 4
Basic editing (BO, Good
Proofing tools (80) Guo;_
Layout (80) Very éo;_
+ Mall merge (60) Satisfactory
Style sheets (60} Very Good
i Font and
printer support (60) Very Good
Reference tools {60) Very-Good
Import and export (60} Very Good
: Networking (50; Poor
Speed (50} ééiisfa:bnr\;
Macros {40) Uﬂam
able
D tati (75) Var&f@
! Ease of learning (75) Very Good
| | Easeofuse (1320) Good
Support’
‘ _Su pport policies {25) Good 3
1 _1 echnical s-up_ port, (25) Very GE
| Value (50) Good
s‘s.. oy

| Final score

| PRODUCT SUMMARY

| | Company: WordStar International Inc.,

£29.85.

later.

troductory price.

undo.

| 201 Alameda del Prado, P.0. Box 6113
Movalo, CA 94948 (415) 382-8000;
{800} 227-5809; fax: (415) B83-1629.
‘ List price: $495; $119 until the end of
1992; upgrades from Version 1.0 are

Requires: Inte! 286 or compatible sys-
tem: 20-megabyte hard drive; 5 mega-
bytes of RAM. Windows 3.5 DOS 3.1 or

Pros: Supenor frames and layout con-
trol; strong basic editing; OLE and DDE
support; fine graphics integration; low in-

Cons: Missing key features such as mac-
ros, equation editor, math, ling numoer-
ing, fielg insertion, and true outlining;
does not edit multiple documents or
multipke views of the same document;
no sorting‘except in index; minimal

Summary: WordStar for Windows does a

| fantastic job with frame-based word

' Drocessing, and it is ideal faor e pro-

| duction of newsletters, short- 10 medi-
um-length documents, and comespond-
ence; It works best with complex.

‘ structured matenal that requires differ-
ent story lines, graphics, and other lay-

| out elements. WordStar for Windows 1.5
s less suitable for complicated editing

| | of long documents, complex merge
| tasks. applications requiring repetitive

| or tasks requinng ou

tiining.

document management through macros,

T fes
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Word processor is less suited to complex editing, long documents

By JOHN LOMBARDI
CONTRIBUTING EDMTOR

ordStar's flagship Windows word

processor offers a few refinements

and improved performance in its

recent upgrade to Version 1.5
WordStar for Windows now includes
Object Linking and Embedding ca pabil-
ities. enhanced graphic import facilities.
and support for Win-dows 3.1 features,
including TrueType. WordStar for
Windows remains an ef-fective frame-
based product that is guite capable for
documents that require extensive for-
marting. bul the package stll lacks many
of the features available in staie-oi-the-
art programs such as Lotus® Ami Pro or
Microsoft Word for Windows, This
review is based on criteria that we estab-

lished in our last comparison of Win..

dows professional word processors. {See
February 10. page 78.)

PERFORMANCE: .

Basic editing: As an editing tool. Word-
Star [or Windows performs well. though
there have been no significant improve-
ments over Version 1.0, You can handle
most editing needs with WordStar’s sal-
id features list. There are general search-
and-replace tools and redefinable tabs
with left, right. center. and decimal op-
tipns, and tab leader characters. You
have the ability to center or justify para-
graphs. and there is an optional autu-
matic or manual hyphenation capability.
You can remove automatic hyphens by
finding and replacing the hyphen tags.

WordStar's search and replace will
find items in frames (except for graphic
and table frames). and it will find for-
matting done with tags.

Formatting can be done in [wWo ways

— through either tags or styles. Tags for-
mat specific sections of text by turning
on or off attributes such as character
size. font; and alignment. Tag formatting
takes precedence over the formatting
included in a style. ;
. WordStar for Windows still lacks an
4rea cut and paste command and an
automatic case changé command. (You
can change case through a workaround
keystroke combination.) The editing
toals do not include the capability 10
enter fields for file name. date. time. and
other information. The editing capabili-
ties are nof as intuirive as those in Ami
Pro and Word for Win-dows, but oncc
you learn how to manipulate around the
package, you can edit with relative case
We rate basic editing good.

Proofing tools: WordStar for Windows
1.5 includes a spelling checker, a the-
saurus, and a grammar checker that is an

add-in of Correct Grammar for Win-:

dows 2.0l — the latest version. You can
thaoaose to install Correct Grammar 50
that it appears in onc of WordStar's
pull-down menus of in Windows Pro-
gram Manager's File menu so you can
use Correct Grammar with all of your
ather Windows applications via the clip-
board.

The spelling checker works fine. offer-
ing parts of speech and definitions. and
the thesaurus offers synonyms. near svn
ONYMs, anionyms. near anionyms. and
see-also references. You can start and
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WordStar for Windows excels at frame-based tasks |
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WordStar for Windows, Version 1.5 has the capabiiity to adjust the color and

Intensity of graphic ocbjects and text.

stop & spelling check anywhere in your
document. but you cannot backtrack
and resume checking, nor can you check
a defined block of text. The speller per-
mits one user dictionary al any onc time.
You cannot perform global replaces
with the spelling checker. but it does put
the most recent replacement first in the
list of suggested alternatives.

Correct Grammar works as expected.
although the program works best on
documents that are less than 64K IT
vour document exceeds 64K. Correct
(Grammar recommends checking it in

pieces. which can be tedious. We rate -

“proofing tools good.
Lavour: WordStar for Windows 1.3

WordStar supports a
host of frame-based
tools, so you can
achieve complex
layout effects
relatively easily.

excels in layoul capabilities. Each page
is a-frame. and the program supporls a
hast of frame-based tools, so you can
achieve complex fayout effects relative-
ly easily. WordStar supports story lines
through linked frames. and you can put
multiple frames on a page. You can
“make frames transparent or opaque, and
they can overlap. WordStar for Win-
dows. Version 1.5 has strong tools for
multiple columns. including colums bal-
ancing. It handles all varieties of mar-
gins. operates in WYSIWYG. and offers
a full-page view. WordStar has capabili-
ties for special effects. such as shading

" printing pages in different orientations

{portrait and landscape) in the same
document. and widow and orphan con-
trols. Pagination is automatic. but there

is an option to lurn pagination off and
work unly with frames.

WaordSiar for Windows also has static
and fMoating graphics frames. supports
simple line drawing and geometric
shapes. and will handle mulliple aver-
lapping graphics frames. You gan rolate
graphics objects. adjust their ¢olor and
intensity. and sclect a fill pattern.
Graphics and text frames take borders
that can have square or rounded corners
with various line weights. Headers and 4
footers exist as separate frames and float
until you create a new header or [ooter
frame, WordStar also supports guide
words that use text from a papge as part
of the header. The math feawures that
WaordSiar lacks are an cquation com-
paser and math facilities. We rate layout
very good.

Muil merge: WordStar's mail merge
capabilitics remain unchanged from
Version 1 0. The mail merge for form
letters and mailing lists offers adequate
facilities but lacks the sophistication af
other products. Although merge will
take files from other programs and has
considerable flexibility with field and
record delimiters, WordStar  for
Windows 1.5 won’t handle any condi-
tions for producing even minimally com-
plex form letters, The program has no
help for setting up mailing labels. If you
encounter & bad record with WordStar
1.5, you will get an error message and
the merge will quit. You can't skip bad
records and keep going. We rate mail
merge satisfactory.

Srvle sheets: WordStar's style capabili-
ties include all of the lay charactens-
tics of a paragraph, including rulers.
margins. indents. fonls, characler en-
hancements, columns, and the like.
Styles exist independently of the docu- E
ment for application to paragraphs, and
styles applied in an individual document
remain with that document. You can
make styles by example. and there s a
stvle preview. As mentioned earlier,
WordStar also uses formaiting [ags that
can take precedence over a style. Ifa |
formatting tag exists or you add one. the
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tag always supersedes the instructions in
a style. WordStar has the capability to
find and replace (or climinate) these
1ags as well as the siyles themselves. We
rate style sheets very goed.

Font and printer support: WordStar
handles printers and fonts well. You can
use all the Hewlett-Packard fonts and
PostScript scalable fonts, although you
cannot select extremely large and small
sizes {4 points or 127 points, for exam-
ple) from the menu bar. You will have to
cnter those numbers manally. You can
print your pages in reverse order. The
program supports the Adobe Type

‘Manager fonts and the Windows True- .

Type fonts, but it no longer ships with
Bitstream fonts. WordStar has capabili-
ties for leading, kerning. apd tracking or
letier spacing. You can easily include
drop caps. WordStar’s font and printer
handling has improved with the addition

of support for Windows 3.1 TrueType

fonts. We rate font and printer support
very good.

Reference rools: Although WordStar
doesn’t have full outlining capabilities, it
does support numbering paragraphs and
subcategories within the table of con-
tents and indexes. The program cannot
number lines.

you can opt to gather footnotes at the
end of a storyline. When using this
option, you can't see the footnotes
exceptin draft form, in the middle of the
text. between footnote tags. WordStar
supports backward and forward refer-
ences in the notes and the index, and
you can customize the footnote format.

WordStar will sort index entries, but
you cannot sort other text or dats in the
program. Indexes and tables of contents
exist as files stored separately from-the
document that must be printed sepa-
rately or imported into the document for
final formatting and printing. You can
have up to 15 separate lists that are lim-
ited to entries of no more than 150 bytes.
including tags. We rate reference tools
very good.

Impart and exporr: With WordStar 1.5,
you can import or export an endless
series of formats for text and graphics.
WordStar has two forms of importing:
One is a document convérsion that
brings in all stylés that can be converted
and gives them a sequentially numbered

name: the other form |mp0rts text with-

out styics

Footnotes normally
appear at the bottom of the page, but-

found throughout the state.

The Area Studies Idea

Tjraditional academic
program and discipline
review can oftan proceed
inarelatively
standardized fashion
from institution to
institution and program
to program. Most
universities, for example,
have much the same
expsctnhons of their

]'ugh qualxr_v area s tudius Programs we

Import and export formats also in-
clude a large series of graphics formats
that match and exceed almost any other
program we've tesied. We did find that
EFS files without image information at
the front of theé file ‘generate an error
and will not load. WordStar for Win-
dows 1.5 will keep this EPS file open and
in memory, and you must close the pro-
gram and restart it to be able to access
the EPS file again. We used an EPS
graphics file from the previous version
of the program for our benchmarks.

A comprehensive READ.ME file de-

scribes a variety of difficulties likely to .

be encountered in the import or export
of the various file types in which features
from the external formart have no coun-
terpart in WordStar. We rate import and
exportvery good. :

Networking: WordStar for Windows
has little support for network opera-:
tions. You can open an already open file
as read-only. but you cannot edit or
make changes and save the file under a
diffcrent name. There is no license con-
trol, though WordStar will print well
into network queues. There have been
no changes from Version 1.0. We rate
network capabilities poor.

Speed: For our simple document,-
WordStar 1.5 is about the same speed,
bul a [ittle slower, than Version 1.0. The
complex document times are much slow-
er than those of Word for Windows,
which was a top performer. We rate
speed satisfactory.

Macros; WordStar for Windows 1.5
has no macrocapabilities at all. We rate
macros unacceptable.

DOCUMENTATION:

WordStar has combined its two smaller
manuals from Version 1.0 into a single
large users’ guide  This manual is cle-
gantly printed and contains a fine index.
The package also includes the same -
quick-reference booklet that was includ-
ed with the previoys version, and there
is a booklet included from Correct
Gram-mar explaining that add-in pro-
gram. WordStar contains the usual
Windows-compliant an-line help. and
the on-line tutorial has been improved in
this version. The error messages are gen-
erally helpful. We rate documenlatton
very good.

EASE OF LEARNING:

" WordStar, Version 1.5 is relatively easy

Wuthm tl‘u.a contaxt, the State TS
System of Florida has two typd -
studies: intarnational and donfs

Teaching and Learming kignif

Research and Service

driven by substas
differant goals.

Domestic Area 5
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WORLD
Windows professional word precessors
Microsoft
WordStar WordStar Word for
for Windows for Windows Windows'
_ Version 1.5 Version 1.0 Version 2.1
| File pperations/simple file
Open 0:08 0:07 0:6-3
Save 0-04 0:04 0:02
Print to HP Laserlet 1:18 1:41 1-33
Import WordPerfect 5.1 DOS .. D:21 0:11 5 x:i4
File operations/c file ! 3
Open 0:15 NAZ 0:03
Save 0:08. NAZ 004+
Print préview - | 0:06 NA? 017 -
- Print to QMS-PS 810 5:47 NAZ - 5:23
Search tools/simple file ‘ :
Reorder chapters 1:08 1:01 0:a9
Global search/replace =1l 0:08 0:02 i
Search tools/complex file
Search for last word 0:04 NA o =
Global search/replace 0:23 NAZ 0.:9?
Editing tashs/simple file
Alter margin and rey 0:02 0:01 D::J?
Change base font )
and repaginate * 002 0:02 0:02
Jump to bottom 0:02 0:03 =1
Generate table of contents 0:51 028 i
Editing tasks/s lex file
Reformat and repaginate (font) 0:04 MNAT 0:02 W
Jump to battom 0:04 MA? o |
Cut and paste 0:20 NAZ 0:09
Layout tasks/complex file
Place PCX file 023 NA= 0:07 -
Place EFPS file P 0:05 0:05 &
Times are-in minutes:seconds. : ¢ 7] 7
'Rewewed February 10, page 78.
FWaordStar for Windows 1.0 cowid ot print 8 PCX and an EPS 0le i1 the same document
*We had to draw a frame Defore we could place the PCX file.
“We could not import an EPS file with image information al the top of the tike

to learn. We lound the frame-based sys-

. tem effective and intuitive and the appli-

cation and managementof style§ easy as
well. There is ample on-line documenta-
tion and a-capability to transfer ‘key-
strokes from WordStlar for DOS or
WordStar 2000, which eases learning,
The on-line tutorial is also a very useful
supplement for new users. We rate case
of learning very g_ood

EASE OF USE:
A combination of cdstomizable toolbars,
multiple keyboard accelefators, altcrna-
tive keyboards for WordStar for DOS
and WordStar 2000 users, and other
enhancements make Version 1.5 quite
easy for experienced users. You can
modify the view, zoom, and contract,
and you can use a draft mode. There are
guidelines, and the screen will show fac-
ing pages in an cditable form. You can
assign styles to unused function keys to
use alone or with shift or contral keys.
However, the absence of macros, the
incapability to customize the keyboard
accelerators, and the imitation of show-
ing only one document al a lime reduces
WordStars for Windows' effectivencss,
The 64K file cize limit on Corpact
Grammar inhibits effective use of this
product for major writing projects. We

rate case of use good

SUPPORT:

Support peficies WordStar offers

but not toll-free, techmical support 1
T30 aom. o 430 pume Mondas Hnum h
Friday. Pacific nme. but support chose

at 4 pom. on Wednesday [n .nf.!:hnu
WordStar offers BBS support via (om

puServe and lax support. Support poh

cles are good.

Techsical suppors COur cally o YWaord-
Star produced clear, imformed answer
with only & short wailing tme on holbd
We rate lechmical support very gl

VALUE:

As an introductory olfer, WordStar Tor
Windows 1s discounting 11s normal $395
price 10 3119 until the end of the vear
You can upgrade from WordStar for
Windows, Version 1.0 for $29. 95 Vep.
sion 1.5 has fewer features and capabil
ties than other programs bisted a1 495
but more than most programs listed in
the 3120 ranpe. AL s hist price of $495,
we rate WordStar for Windows
good value,

k)

Jdohn Lombardl ic procidont of 2 s L
versity and author of five books. He has
been working with computers since 1967
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