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REVIEWS

n its last entry into the word processing

derby, NBI presented Legend 2.0, a

reasonably effective word processing

program for Microsoft Windows. Leg-
acy 1.0, a replacement upgrade for
Legend, improves on the direction NBI
established with Legend. Legacy offers
some desktop publishing capabilities that
make it especially well suited to docu-
ment preparation and layout ‘Tt also
mncludes strong editing and word process-
ing features. This product is a solid
contender in the office/professional cate-
gory of word processors, and it competes
with other Windows 3.0 programs such as
Ami Professional and Microsoft Word for
Windows.

For testing criteria and our review of
Legend, refer to our last comparison of
office/professional word processors (Jan-
uary 29, Page §9).

FEATURES:

Legacy's model for word processing uses
the notion of frames: Rectangular blocks
contain all of the document elements.
Beginning with the basic page frame, a

Legacy document may have any number

of additional frames 10 contain graphics,
tables, other text streams, footnotes,

headers, and similar elements of the |

finished document. The frames may be

placed on top of each other, they may |
flow around each other, or they may

continue over many pages. This frame
orientation, more sophisticated than
most other word processors, gives the
document designer great flexibility in
layout and offers many facilies for
managing document appearance.

MNeedless 1o say, these new capabilities
add complexity to the product. With the
focus on page layout and document
design, Legacy 15 somewhat less powerful
in a number of wadiuonal word process-
ing areas, such as mail merge.

PERFORMANCE:

As a basic editing 109l. Legacy has most of
the usual features characteristic of Win-
dows products. It will do columpar cut
and paste, perform search and rEplaC:
effectively, and maintain capitalization in
the process. Tabs are completely re-
definable, and the progam will put
paragraphs centered or justified left, right.
or both left and nght. Hyphenation in
Legacy is done erther automatically or
manually, using a formula for the hy-
phenation zone denived from the text
algorithm and using the built-in dictio-
nary. You can have a hyphenation-
exception list. and the program supporis
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By Joun LomMBARDI REVIEW BOARD

NBI's Legacy for Windows, the replacement product for Legend, allows you to set |
default preferences via a pull-down menu.

From Legend to Legacy, NBI
Challenges AmiPro, Word

This improved Windows word processor helps
you to produce elegant,-complex documents.

no-break hyphens.

Legacy does not support line number-
ing as is required for legal documents.
The program does not have time stamp-
ing. and its windowing is very clumsy.
There is essentially no wisdowing capa-
bility that would permit you 1o edit two or
| more documents or two versions of the
| same document. However, under Win-
dows 3.0 and with enough memory, you
can open multiple sessions of Legacy by
rerunning the program, and then you can
| cut and paste between documents be-
| tween each version of Legacy. This
| solution works, but not as well as the real

| multipl¢ document editing available in'*
Word for Windows, for example. We rate’

| basic editing very good.
Spellipg and thesaurus support in-
| cludes g large dtc‘uouary and an excep-
tionally complete thesaurus with SyD-
| onyms, near-synonyms, antonyms, near-
antonytns, definitions, parts of speech,
and references to alternative words. The
speller catches double words, capitaliza-

uon errors, and simple punctuation |

erors, such as double periods. The
program does not have user dictionaries.
However, it will support small exception
lists — NBI suggests the lists be 50 words
| or fewer — for proper names and other
special terms. Exception lists are limited
In comparison 10 a user dictionary

ferable. The: lists are atiached to each
specific document, and they are not
avarlable to other documents unless they
are transferred to that document. Also, iff
the exception lists are imported to
another document, they cannot be edited.
The spellmg checker and thesaurus are
good. -

The standard issue miail merge will
take mailing lists from any standard
ASCII delimited file and process it against
2 master document. While it will skip bad
records and let fields be used in a different
order than in the original data file, there
are no facilities for user-prompted merg-
ing, conditionals, special templates, or
direct merge from database or spread-
sheet files. We rate mail merge satisfac-
tory. €

Legacy is dmgned for iayout DOWET:
Its effective frame system handles multi-
ple columns, complete control over mar-

gins, and column balancing. Legacy’s |

frame capabilities, comparable to those of |
a desktop publisher, are more sophisticat-
ed and powerful than other office/profes-
sional word processors. Frames can be
created with one step, and they can be
“moved freely throughout the document.

 The program also offers WYSIWYG pre-

view and cditing, landscape laser printing,
widow and orphan control, vertical justi-
fication, tables, and a host of other layout

because they are not automatically trans | features. We score Legacy's layout capa-

|
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bilities excellent. '

Graphics frames offer a fleaible and
powerful way to include compatible
graphics in Legacy documents. The
program supports a wide range of graph-
ics formats, including EPS, but it does not
support the Lotus 1-2-3 PIC format
(although NBI plans to add this to its next
version). Graphics appear on-screen
while editing and can be previewed in all
modes. Graphics editing is reasonably
effective, and it includes scaling and
cropping. The program also supports a
variety of graphics tools for drawing lines,
shapes, curves, and msemng shading.
Legacy's graphics are more sophisticated
and powerful than Legend's ever were,
Owerall, Legacy earns a very good score
for graphics.

Legacy has minimal outlining fea-
tures, although it includes a host of num-
bering options, and no capability to
collapse or rearrange outline entries, Text
can be entered under the outline head-
ings. In gencral, outlining is satisfactory.

Indexing and table of contents features
permit three levels in the indexes, a
standard table of contents, and multiple
lists for other purposes, such as a “see
also” list. However, Legacy does not
index across multiple documents or
support exclusion lists. We rate indexing
capabilities good.

Legacy style sheets have all the expect- |

ed capabilities and store a host of
information about rulers and fonts. The
named ' styles can be constructed by
example and can include numerous
substyles — which apply to smaller text
elements such as words or paragraphs —
underneath a master style. This is the
same method by which other Windows
products operate. We rate style sheets

“excellent.

Font support can change fonts any-
where in the document, whether in Hew-
lett-Packard or Postscript scalable fonts.
You can select typefaces, size, density,
and any other attributes available in the
font set. Underlining (single or double)
and super and subscripts are available.
Editing in WYSIWYG helps with the
selection of font charactenstics, and
kerning and tracking facilities enhance
the guality of the output. However, one
problem we found with Legacy is an in-
compatibility with Adobe Type Manager
and Zsoft Soft Type. Because of this, we
hold font support to satisfactory.

Lepacy has a superior footnote capa-
bility that can manage all aspects of the |
style and placement of the footnote as |
well as change the numbering. However,
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ﬁuu can't make endnotes except by using
a work-around that involves a specially
numbered_ list and hidden -text. The
absence of real endnotes, concurrent with
foomotes or without, holds Legacy to a
good rating in this category.

Legacy includes no macros of its own
that apply to the word processing pro-
gram, although keystroke macros avail-

Microsoft Windows. are available within

gerorrcamp . INFO
- WORLD
wﬂcsmoﬁessromiwomr;ﬂocsssm'
L
VERSION 1.0 . _
Criterion (Weighting)
Basic editing

Spelfing checker/
thesaurus

. Mail merge
' Layout (60)
Graphics (50)
0O {20)
TOC and indexing  (20)
Style sheets. (20)
Font support (50)
Footnoting (25)
Macros (25)
Printer suppart (60)
Compatibility (60}
Speed (50)
§ (75)
{73}
{130)
(40}

(60)

(60)
{20)

Good
Satistactory
Excellent
Very Good
Satisfactory
Good
Excellent
Excellem-”
Good
N/A
Very Good
Excellert
Very Good
V.ary Good

7 .very Good
Satisfactory
Good

Ease of learning
Ease of use
Error bandling
Sappor
Support policies
Technical support
Valge
Final score

{20)
(20) - Sati
(50) -

[ PRODUCT SUMMARY

Company: NBI Inc., P.O. Box 9001,
3375 Mitchell Lanae, Boulder, CO
80301; (800) NBI-1111

List price: $405.

Requires: IBM AT or PS/2 or compatible
. 286 or 386; 640K of RAM (2 mega-
bytes minimum recommended for DDE
and additional 1 megabyte for each ap-
plication, and 1 megabyte more for net-
work); 20-megabyte fixed disk: Windows
3.0; DOS 3.2 or later.

Pros: Excelient layout and formarting
capabilities with powerful frame feature;
superior graphics integration; strong the-
saurus; good editing tools; strong font
and printer Support.

Cons: Weak mail merge; minimal mac-
ros; modest endnole system; no docu-
ment tracking or automatic line
numbenng; ciumsy windowing system
for multiple document editing.

Summary: Legacy is a fine program for
making newsletters, standard docu-
menls Dmcnures and other 5

able through the macro recorder of

Legacy. This seriously reduces the num-
ber of possible macros and Limits the
power of the word processing-specific
macros that might be designed for Legacy
itself. It s not possible to use macros to do
elaborate formatting because Windows
Macros cannot capture certain kinds of
keystrokes, for example, as in Word for
Windows, We rate macros N/A.

Printer support, managed = through
Windows 3.0, is as strong as any competi-

tive Windows product, such as Ami~
Professional. We ratc printer support very

good.

Legacy can import a wide range of.

word processing files, including the DOS
versions of Microsoft Word, Word Per-
fect, Wordstar, Wordstar 2000, and many

others. However, the programi does not .
. import Word for Windows documents.

Legacy
compatibility.

Legacy's speed is cumpenuve with |
other products in the office/professional |

category. Legacy is especially quick in file
import DCA/RFT and cursor movement.
We rate speed very good.

DOCUMENTATION:

Legacy comes with a gemng -started
booklet, a comprehensive reference man-
ual, a gpecial manual *on designing
documents, and a quick-reference book-
let. However, we would have preferred a
reference manual arranged alphabetical-
ly, but the topical Legacy manual has a
good index and works rather well. On-line

documentation is quite good, following |
| including timed backup. The program

traditional Windows formats. An on-line
tutorial is included as well. We rate
documentation very good.

EASE OF LEARNING:

Recognizing the complexity of this prod-
uct, Legacy is reasonably easy to learn. Iis
on-line tutorial is superior, although
rather sensitive to exact keystrokes by the
uscr to complete assipnments. The com-
bination pf fine documentation, tutorials,
and on-line help eamn this product a very,
good score for ease of learning.

EASE oF USE:

Legacy is relatively easy to use. However,
the absence of a sophisticated macro
system, some limitations in the creation
and use of endnotes, and the clumsy
windowing system for editing multiple
documents all detract from the generally
elegant and effective operation of the
. program. In addition, Legacy's incom-

patibility with Type Manager and Soft.

Type may contribute 16 some ease-of-use.
problems. Speed keys — combinations o
do what pull-down menus do — help, of

course, and the capability to edit’

WYSIWYG text and modify text tokens .

enhance edse of use. W&: rate ease ofuse
saﬂsfaclory . -

ERHOR Iiannunm

Gererally, Legacy’s émror hﬁ.ﬂgdﬂng is fine.”
earns_ an exce}ient score . for .. .

from 7 am. to 5 p.m. Mountain time.
The company also offers fax support and
BBS support via Compuserve. Support
policies are very good.

When we called the technical support
lines, we got response with a minimal
wait or callbacks within the hour if the
line was busy. The technician’s answers to
our questions indicated capable knowl-
edge of the product and its operating
environment. We rate technical support
satisfactory. .

VALUE:

At $495, Legacys'pncc is the same as its
compehtom For offices with complex
mail-merge needs' and forms processing
requirements, this product is not recom-
mended. However, if your office pro-

duces clegant and complex documents
:| sur:h as. brochures newsletters, product

I f your office produces material where layout
and presentation are both complex and
significant, this product would be an

outstanding value.

_. It traps normal keyboard and system
errors, and it offers backup options

prompis before exiting unsaved text, and
it supports a one-level Undo command.
In addition, there is a Redo command
that operates as a toggle between Undo
and Redo. While the Updo is only one
level, it does trap deletions done with
backepace and delete keys, as well as

frame and graphics changes. We rate |

error handling good.
SUPPORT:

NBI offers ﬁnﬁmi'wd toll-free suppont

anpouncements, manuals, and other ma-
terial where layout and presentation are
both complex and significant, this prod-
uct would be an outstanding value.
MNonetheless, in the overall battle for top
honors in office/professional word pro-
cessor programs for Windows, we would
place Legacy behind the two reigning
leaders, Word for Windows and Ami
Professional. Legacy is a good value, [

John Lombardi is president of a major

university and author of five books. He .
has been working with computers since

1967.
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Thmes afe In minutes:seconds, uniess oTherwise noted.

word for

TWondstar was last reviewed April 23, Page B3,
*File 5zg 15 approxkmately 50K, 17 pages.

and layouts.
Less effecnve for offices with heavy mail
MEerge needs, iegal work, or complicated
documentassembly USINg Macros.

were |ast
Mgicrosolt Word and Word Perfect were 1ast réviewed January 20, Pag_ BO.

Auglest 13, Pge 55.

- combines twa timings: opening a file and reformatting 1L
=The first time is using the keyboand, the second LIMe S Lsng the mouse.
"Second timing was significantly faster in Word Perfect (three saconds].




