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ftl:r panel discussions, glossy adver-
and thousands of pages

publications, ' Ami Professional ' is
now a major mainstream word Processor.
whose graphics or tion 15 K
tal rather than additional. Ami’s wealth of
features and graphical presentation com-
bine to effectively begin a new era in word

processing.

While Ami Professional is not perfect,
its powerful complement of wellimple-
mented features places it in the top

along with such heavyweights as
Word Perfect and-Microsoft Word, ahead
of popular office products such as
Multimate, Officewniter, Wordstar Pro-
fessional, and Displaywrite. In somc
cases, Ami Professional offers features
previously uncommeon in word process-
ing — such as table generation and
charting. And Ami features a true graphi-
cal user interface capable of displaying
and editing WYSIWYG documents on-

| screen.

Ami’s only rival as a graphical word
processor is NBI Legend, which also runs
under Windows and has superior typo-
graphical capabilities but lacks traditional
high-end word processing features such as
a thesaurus. Look for the imminent
release of Microsoft Word for Windows,
bringing yet a third option in office/
professional Windows word processing.

FEATURES:

Several ble features disti ish Ami
' Profcssional from its competitors. [t hasa
fully WYSIWYG and editable page lay-
out available in a varicty of view levels,
compared 10 a gon-editable preview in
other office/professional packages such as
Word Perfect. Another distinction is that
you lay out graphics in special *frames™
and manipulate them on-screen. as ob-
jects, instead of the traditional, word
processing method of issuing line- and
character-oriented commands. The
frames can be opaque or transparent,
have text wrapped around them, and
have several types of borders. As a
Windows product, Ami Professional
makes limited use of DDE (dynamie data
exchange) so you can link it to other
software products that . support - DDE
(such as creating a hotlink with Microsoft
Excel). Not all Windows producis sup-
port DDE. Finally, Ami'lets you create
tables and charts and also feamures
extensive free-form drawing capabilities.

Ami's unique interface is a highly | -
| graphs using ascending or descending |

interactive and viseal method of handling
layout tasks. Once you get used to this,
the interaction between graphics frames,
page and paragraph style sheets, and text
becomes second pature, and when you
return to a traditional texi-based word
processor  you immediately reabize its
limitations. Ami Professional lets you
enter lexl in a non-graphics draft mode
without all the overbead of graphics
formanting; this converts the system inio a
proficient text editor, a techmigue previ-
ously implemented effectively by
Microsofi Word, The ‘draft morie high-

and millions of words in Computer: |
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AmiProfessional 1.1 Begins
New Era in Word Processing

This Windows-based word processor offers a
cornucopia of features, easy-to-use interface.

BY Jorn LoamARDl CONTRIBUTING EDIOR

lights various styles, such as boldface or
italics, by changing the text's color (which
you can specify for each style).

Onee your text says what it should,
you switch into the fully editable layput

| mode, which shows all of your docu-
| ment's formattiog and styles including

fonts, margins, footnotes, page numbers,

| ©peDn, £ven as many 2§ seven or eight —

and graphics. Unlike preview modes in

programs such as Wordstar Professional |

or Word Perfect, you have full conmol |

over the program in this mode, although
it operates more slowly than in draft

mode: however, its speed has, been

increased over the executive version of |

Ami. There are several views, including
enlargedl full page, and & working mode.

Ami Professional looks and acts very™ |

much like the original Ami, an executive
word processor which has been out for
about a year and is still available, Using
Ami's interface, Ami Professional adds
numerous high-end features. As a word
processing engne, it does what all the best

high-end programs do. You cad enter

text, check spelling, look up synonyms in
the thesaurus, cut and paste, find and
replace, enter footmotes or endaotes (but

contents.
Ami Professional sorts lines and pars-

sequences, alphabetic or numeric soring,

up 1o what your memory will allow — |

although vou can’t have them look into
the same document (except for operung
the previous vermon of the file). The
program also includes headers, footers,
mail mergs, and comment notes.

This partal review of basc features '
@ives a large-scale view of & program thar

does what's. needed for gemeral word
processing, but Ami Professional has a

| host of additional features that narrow the

gap between word processing and deskiop
publishing. These rzpabilities distinguish
Ami Professional from its pnme competi-
tors significantdy.  For example, text,
graphics. and tables can be, teated as

| single objects. A reasonably large sejec-
i tion of clip art, while pnminve compared
| -t what is available in graphics packages
" osuch as Ans & Letters, ic included with

| Ami. Text

can. be wrapped around

. frames. which can alsh be made transpar-

| not both), or compile an index or able of

ent or opaque 1o anything underneath.
Imporied images can he scaled, rotated,
or moved around in a frame. and gray-
scale TIFF images imported into a frame
can be enhanced using contasty/bright-
ness and other controls. Extensive tables

* {mo be drawn that include vanious fonts or

and multiple keys. It will pumber lides !

and pages, manage columns. and hyphen-

provide a full-in form, and Ami will even
perform simple arithmetic on rows and
columns. Exiensive charts, such as pic
charts or histograms, can be penerated

5]
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tables.

‘mavens, Ami Professional's approach
|, will seem completely oormal with its |
_graphical interface, icons, {loaung style- |
'sheet menus, and treatment of art as |

| Gone is the drudgery of placing format-

from a variety of data sets, including

For typesetters and desktop publishing

single objects. However, if you're unac-
-customed to desktop publishing or graph-
ics but more familiar with Word Perfect,
Word, or Displaywrite methodology,
Ami's approach 1o layout chores takes
some careful rethinking. In the end, of
course, the WYSIWYG sysiem is more
flexible and adaptable than the tradition-
al lines and words, especially for highly
mmplcl layouts. And there is the added
benefit of being able to see what you are. |
doing exactly as it will appear on paper.

ting codes into the text stream 1o inserta |
simple graphic.

Ami Professional runs under Micro-
soft Windows, and includes a run-time
verson. If you have Windows, Ami
Professional exploits its integrated capa-
bilities to a degree. For example, Anmu
suppors DDE, which lets you create “hot

. links™ (but only one-way) with other

Windows products supporting DDE,

% i such as Microsoft Excel or Polaris Pack-
are. You can have multiple windows
spreadsheet file with an Ami table, you

rat. For czample, if you link an Excel

can set it so that any changes made in
Excel can be made to be updated

. automatically in Ami. Ami Professional
! also imports and exports to and from a

variety of document formats.

All in all, Ami Professional has an
admirable collection of features. Its omis- |
sions are miner, such as forcign language |
dictionaries, multiple indexes, or cross- |
referencing capabilities.

While major competitors such as
Word Ferfect and Microsoft Word have
many high-end word processing capabili-
ties, when it comes to the implementa-
tion; Ami's superior layout and graphics-
‘related - capabilities in addition to
standard fearures put it a step abave the
resL

~ PERFORMAMCE:

As a basic editing tool, Ami Professional
hag all the basics and 2 host of enhance-
ments such as mouse control for cut and
paste, search and replace using wild cards,
redefinzble tabs, and a wide varety of |

° customizable paragraph styles: The avail-
- ability of rwo editing windows, extensive

document tracking, and automatic date
stamping also contribute to ao excellent |
rating in basic editing.

Layout capabilities in Ami Profession-
al arc clearly superior to thosc of
competitive text-based word processors.
The frame-based graphics tools are fexi- |
ble and comprehensive. You can easily |
creale  customizable, font-laden tahles |
and then automatically draw charts from
a set of imported numbers or from a
table, With multple views of the teat,
true WYSTWYG. viewing and editing,
widow/orphan control, multple-columa II
support. portrait/landscape  orientation, |
and the ‘availability of all layout options ]

ruﬁmu
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or better than any word processor on the
market today. We rate layout capabilities

excellent.

level indentation and a variety of bullets | tures.

anﬂnumbermgschmhdmﬁmoﬁet

co‘ilapsud{cxpandnﬂ outline views like a
ic outliner. B of the

As you mtg.m expect in e i
oriented WYSIWYG system, font sup-
port in Ami- Professional is top-notch.
You can change fonts anywhere in the
text (including while in draft mode); you
se= the fonts on-screen if you choose that
view; and you can edit while the fonts

| display as they will print,. although
response is slower in this mode. The range

| of foms supported is wide, handled

| primarily by Windows, and downloading

i ol‘mmappad or Postscript soft fonts is
automatic - using Wmd.nws to support
bmh fomts and printing. -

I Therefore,, we  rate font support |

|I excellent.’ .

I Style sheets can, be deﬁned or chosen

(wﬁbinmhﬁame,mjsproducﬁsasgood
|

and paragraphs Styles are casily created,
modified, sclected, or stored and include
2 wide variery of features, m&:\uﬁm‘a
wyph ., TOTS, TATHnG, ¢ ot !
| even what types of lines surround a page
aod Bow close|they should be to the text.
( You'll have to get used to the paragraph/
| page style-shest orientation, but onee you
| grasp the concept youll find it superd. |
| Werate style sheets excellent.
The program’s spcﬂmg checker main-
\ tains capitalization and is supported by a |
| =sizable dictonary (130,000 words). The |
|
| thessurus includes synonvin definitions, |
| and when symonyms appear, you can |
| rerun the thesaiirus on them. However, |
| the spelling checker-is slower than on |
| teal-based sysiems, and the suggesied |
| comections/guessss are pof as compre- |
| hensive or intuitive as Word Perfect's, for |
| example.

)' ﬁ-omaseicfboﬂcrplamfprbmhmges \

i Mevertheless, the wade ange of capa- |
| hilities and features easily add up to an

| excellent scorm for the spelling checker |
| and thesaurus, |
| Mail merging features extensive exter- |
| nal file format support, the capahility o

| select and merge conditional statements, |
. data-file sorting, and the capahility 1o |
| skap.a bad record We rate mail merging | |

! very good.

Qurlining | capebilives rBare @l

and sioce a pre-
deﬁnedmrﬂmsslf.esheetmmduﬂed,we
rate o good.

Table of contents and indexing have
‘the basics covered for a single index and
one table of contents per document. Ami
Professional handles multiple levels in
‘both indexes and table of contents. Once
a table of coments is generated, you can
\use the mouse to click on a page number
and Ami will jump to that page. You can
only have one index or table of contents
per documemt One problem is that
although the manual says you can mark a

Ami Professional has fabulous graph-
ics mpahﬁmes{m 2 word processor. The -

mciudmg‘ﬂC,PCK,EPS,T!FF,and
Windows Metafile and bit-mapped
graphics pasted from the Windows Clip-
board. Graphics arcated in Ami and the
mdudedAmwhpgnmslmudmAnns
own graphics format, SDW. These files
are treated differemly than standard
mpmadgmph]m(mmdofimpom'ng,
you must append them — a procedure
not y evident in the d

tation). The program rotates bit maps,
permits cdnmg ofzmasm, will -handie

graphics imto the same frame. We had no
problems importing any of the files.

We rate Ami. Professional’s graphics
support cxceilent.

II'I.IIT.& -'J-I'Dl!}ﬂ is very gﬂcﬂ angther
feature handled primarily by Windows,
including the HP Laserjet and Deskjet
series, Postscript printers, and some color

We therefore

rate primter support
excellent.

Compmﬂnﬁxy is outstanding, setting

mode, yon can only mark it in layout
mode — which will be slower. Overall, we

word as an mdex entry o draft or layout /

tion capahilities good.

Footnotes can be pumbered automati-
cally, and they can be located at the end
ol 2 docume of 21 e bonom of A page.
“You can automatically enter page num-
bers. However, oo sutomatic' anss-!ef:r\-
encing 1s allowed (such as “see page XX"
with the page being 2t
| ly updated). As with indexing, you can
only have one footnote series per docu-
ment. We rats footnoting very good. ,
Ami Professional supports a compre-

ral.cmbl:ufmm:msandmdnmcna<

well 25 a ample keystroke-recording
macro fzality. These can be stored under
file names and recalled with shorm-out
keystrokes. The macto language has

I
[
I
hensive and powerful macro language as J
1

functions and conditionals as well as the |

capability to access all the features and
menus of the main program (including
access 1o DDE and DLL for specal

Windows linking tasks). However, full |

use of the macro facility requires the
special marro programming languase
manual, which only comes on special
request after you send i your registra-

tion. Ours had pot arrived at the tme of |
basic macro |

facilities are extensive enough according |

the review, but even the

0 our testing criteria for word processing
0 e=rn ,Lbz.apmgzm 2o excellent r=iing
bcﬁ)rr aciling o Lhe CrUgTammniny fer- _."
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deskm publishing, only
Ventura handles

‘the long and short of it.

Herox Ventura Publisher
is the only desktop

P
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put ing software
equally adept at creating
documents of any length.

table of contents, cross-
referencing, global :
pagination, and anchored  Ventura Publisher.

aim to do, you can do it
better with Xerox

illustrations make
them just as easy. And

with either, Ventura's

Short documents are a

snap with Ventura's broad

networking capability
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“something of & new standard in this
* category. Ami Professional will import
- and export a staggering number of file
formats. While not every feature will
mﬁmﬁomommmwmﬂlﬂﬂlc
strong, fike ion routines

a major advantage of this sysmm In
addition, Ami Professional can use
mwmﬁﬂmmfmmalmbiefacmty
that operates as if it ‘were a mini-
spreadsheet within the text frame. Also,

compatibility cxcellent.

since Ami supports DDE, you can hot-
link other Windows pmdus:s that sup-
port the format.

We therefore rate Ami Professional’s

in Ami must be considered on
two levels, While the WYSIWYG layout
mode is slower than its draft mode, the
speed has been enhanced over the Ami
executive version and you can actually
type at a reasonable pace. For entering
lots of text, however, draft mode is still
the best choice. Ami Professional makes
much use of the hard disk for files,
menus, scieens, and other information.
While a sufficient amount of memory
and the installation of the disk cache

OFFICE/PROFESSJONAL,

driver that comes with the package speeds

frames, styles, or layout, you'll need extra
time to get installed and running.
Installation also depends on whether
‘Windows 15 available; if the instailation
time for Windows is included, this
product mkas at least an hour 1o get up
mdmnmn&ﬁmﬁyouaremsmlhngthe
rup-time version, 2 half~hour will gom-
plete the installation and, if all goes well,
you can be producing relatively simple

documents within another half hour or

0. The step-by-step user guide helps
considerzbly.

Installation can be very complex when
it comes to memory usage. This mostly
refers to issues associated with Windows,
and the on-line memory document men-
tioned earlier can be helpful ‘(except,

jronically, youll have to have Ami |’

Overall Ami Professional is very easy

10 use and imtuitive, especially consider- |

ing it'is completely menu- and mouse-

cdrven and WYSIWYG. There are

barriers to overcome: for any newcomer,
especially to a product as feature-rich as
this one, but Ami Professional docs as

PRODUCT SUMMARY

Compaay: Samna Corp., 5600 Glenridge
Drive, Atlanta, GA 30342; (B0OD) B31-
9679.
List Price: $405.
Reguiress IEM PC AT or compatible; 10-
megabyle hard disk: graphics support;
MS-/PC-DOS 3.0; 640K of RAM; mouse
optional but recommended; Microson
Windows (run-time version included).
Pres: Fowerful graphics-based program
with superior WYSIWYG editing; excel- -
lent tables and charting: outstanding
compatibility; strong font support; capa-
ble editing; strong mail merge and mac-
fo programming.
Coms: Considerable complexity; substan-
tial memgory/hardware requirements;
slow, especially on lower-end hardware
configurations.
Semmary: Ami Profescional is a fing, ca-
pable Windows graphical ffice/profes-
sional word processor, a perfect model
to lead off word processing in the
1990s.

The manuals are clear and quite
complete, but often you need to consult
both manuals to pet an answer, and
sometimes the explanatons do not con-
tain enough information or examples to
clarify unfamiliar concepts or functions.
Also, there are occcasional mistakes,
although minor, that are not updated in
the on-line documentation. Since memo-
ry issues are often a problem when using
Windows, especially on a lower-end 286-
based system, you may want to read the
special onfine Ami memory file for 2
discuesion of memory problems.

On-line help offers extensive context-
sensitive, indexed help, and error mes-
sages provide adequate information for |
most conditions. |

Weighing our few reservations with
the plentiful information both con paper |
and on-ling, we rate documentation very
good.

|
EASE OF LEARNING: |
For Windows users Ami Professional is |
very easy 1o learn and operates very |
intuitively, but it is less so for anyone |
confronting a Windows application for |
the first time. Further, if you're new to |
desktop publishing concepts such as |

much as possible to ease the introduction.
Held back somewhat by the complexity
in memory installation issues, we rate

Once up and running, Ami Professional
becomes very easy to use. Iis visible
interface and multiple views, shortcut
keys for many common functions, pull-
down menus, ang help system all com-
bione 10 increase an experienced user's
ability to work quickly and cfficiemtly.
Ami Professional has an unusual combi-
nation of display options and preferences
thar allow you 1o adjust the editing
interface. You can have grid marks
horizantally or vertcally or both; you can
show nulers or oot you can ser your text

in various sizes and with various Jevels of |

detail; and - you can mapipulate the

sl =l e tar up the program significantly, Ami Profes-
55 PR | -sional is still no speed demon. Even in | installed to read it).
i Py innal - draft mode, its response to typed keys was
Ami ,Pl'_f]fessmnal ; sluggish on an 8-MHz AT; a faster
VERSION 2.1 machine helps significantly. The program
is also dependent to some extent on the
Score speed of various hardware devices, such
Parh as a monitor. This is 2 program that
Basic editing B0 Excelent pushes standard AT hardware tp. ﬂ:e
(25~ Excellent
Fonts (20) _Excellent ‘ ‘ !
Sylesneets  (20) Exceliem mi Professional’s unique u.s‘en“ace 15a
Speling checkbr/
: (50 Excellent highly interactive and visual method of
Melmege . @) YewSod {| handling layout tasks.”
O (20) Good
Table of contents
and i 20y Good
limit,
: - B9 ‘\.rery pard When we consider the options, such as
Macros (25 _Excellent a reasonably quick drafi mode, with the
Graphics shghﬂy s!ow:r speed of operation of Ami ease of learning good.
r (30) Profe 1 as compared with compet- :
Primter support (20 Excellent tive word processors, we rate speed good. | EASE OF USE:
Compatibility (80 Excellert DOCUMENTATION:
" speed (501 Good Ami Professional comes with two main
tath e manuals and some additional mforma-
110a) ey tion sheets, booklets, and on-line files.
Ease of (100) Good The user's guide serves as an overview of
Ezse of w32 (200) Very Good features and capabilities that takes you
= through the basic operatons of Ami
E ez 5. sVery Eood Professional, explaining the concepts that
Suppert drive the systemn, such as frames, fonis,
Support palicies (25)  Very Good styles, layouts, graphics, and charts. The w/
= z T reference manual supplements but does
SUPDOM:-3 (36} - - Very Gooid not replace the user’s guide by providing
Vales - (60} . Very Good more deuailed, formal descriptons of
Pl esie 7.9 features.

- sidebar of icons for selecting functions to

include whatever funciions you like (such
as Undo, prioting calling up the drawing
meny, etc.). Ease of use is further
enhanced by memus that appear only
when they are needed, such as the table

features, so that they dont otherwise |
clurter the screen with lisungs of !

unselectable itlems when inactive. Yet the
program’s multilayered complexity de-
tracts slightly from*Ami Professional’s
otherwise superior ease of use, and even
the most seasoned user will take severzl
days to gain mastery over the many
features. With this in mind. we rate ease

of use very good.
ERROR HANDLING:

| Ami Professional handles errors with

style and informative messages. There is

| an automatic-save opton that can be set

to times you specify, although it will not
work unti] you create, close, and reopen a
document. Ami cannot lose files on disk,
although if the auto-backup is turned off
you can lose what is being edited. Ami
Professional uses temporary files for spill
files and never seems to delete them from
the disk, leaving that as 2 manual chare,
A multiple-level Undo is available which

[ Kywrite Il Plus

you can set to up to four levels. The Undo
reverses most activities except for sorts, If
you arc, running under a lower-end
system, such as a 10-MHz BD2E6 PC AT,
you may find you'll have to tweak your
AUTOEXEC.BAT files {such as altering
your Path command 1o give Ami priority)
or make sure you have enough hard disk
space for Ami to store temporary files.

O'\rera]I we rate error handhng very

good.

SUPPORT:
Samna provides a 90-day, unconditional
money-back guarantec with Ami Profes-
sional. Support also inclutles BBS support
on Compuserve and. fax support. Free
technical support is available on a regular
phone line, We rate support policies very
good.

We called. tschmwl suppnrr. for help
‘with :several  probléms, ranging from

_simple fom-selemon questions to com-

plex problems involving memory man-
agement: The technicians worked with us
extensively, - researching  -our memory
problem and promptly getting back 1o us.
The support line was easily reached in the
middle of the business day and was
staffed with high-quality, knowledgeable
support personnel. .
We rate techmca] support very good.

VALUE:

At 5495 Ami Professional is priced
competitively. Its graphics capabilities
make it more valuable for anyone with
special needs and complex document
layout tasks, and Ami is a natural choice
for Windows users. For these people, Ami
Professional is a very good value.

For users with essentially text-oriented
office tasks with little involvement with
complex layouts or graphic manipula-
tions, Ami Professional is still a very good
value, simply because of its incredible
WYSIWYG capabilities.

Ami Professional can match features
and most areas of performance with
Word and Word Perfect. the market
leaders in office/professional word pro-
cessing.

. While speed is its weakest point, in
many cases Ami Professional outper-
forms the competition; and has laid the
path for word processing in the 1990s. O

John Ldmbardi-is prowvost of a major
university and author of five books. He
has been warking with compurers since
1867..
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