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or those of you who have waited

patiently for useful applications to

run with Microsoft Windows, your

prayers have been answered — at
least in word processing — with Ami.
This executive word processor from
Samna bears no resemblance to its parent
company’s ponderous office/professional
word processor, Samna Word 2.02, fitting
instead into Microsofi Windows with
elan.

This review is based on scoring and
testing criteria established in our Septem-
ber 26, 1988, product comparison of
executive word processors.

| FEATURES:

Something like a cross between Windows
Write and Microsoft Word, Ami doss
about 80 percent of what an executive
word processing product should do and
does it with a WYSIWYG vengeance —
showing fomts, graphics, and actual line
endings (unlike Windows Write), The
program takes advantage of the Windows
interface to provide a word processing

matting information is displayed on the
PC graphics screen. Much like the
preview functons in such products as
| Wordstar Professional 5.0 or Word Per-
fect 5.0, the Ami screen md.lrmzstype
style, size, and enhancements just as they
appear on paper. Unlike those products,
however, Ami word pmcmng functions
can be performed oo the preview screcn,
which has scveral zoom levels. Format-
tng is completcly dynamic, with every
| change reflected op-screem as it takes
| place.
The concept is terrific and the execu-
| gon quite good, but you'd better have a
fast computer to make Ami perform at 2
reasonable speed. On an 8-MHz 286, the

program is very slow in the graphics |

(layout) mode; there is, however, a draft
mode that temporarily strips out format-
ting for significamly faster text entry. In
layout mode, though, even a modestly
proficient typist can run way ahead of the
display screen, and editing the documem
can be tedious. While full mouse support

environment in which all possible for- |

| Executive word processor especially useful for

is availzble (as with all Windows applica- |

tions), Ami works fastest with keyboard
keys.

| Ami has a standard Windowsstyle |

menu for accessing program functions
such as fonts, edigng functons, the
spelling checker, and file management.
Several DOS functions, such as deleting
and repaming files, can be performed
from the main Ami menu Style sheets
can be accessed from a tear-off menu, and

| @ stack of icons on the left-hand side of
the display lets you access frequent
operations such as the Undo command
and the Print menu (altbough these can
be accessed m other ways as well) by the
ciick of a mouse.

Ami imports a variety of formats and
handles fonts with great facility. Graphics
compatible with Windows can be import-

| ed and included in a documemt with ease.
| Curiousty, however, there is no way to got
‘ a-Micnenft Ward dormment it Amid
u without removing all formatting mform&
| donin the process.

| Ami's graphics sysiem usss Eram.e.s,
| which are variously sized boxes inserted

I

J |

Amf has ﬁneforrt and style handling. There are predefined and user-craated s(yfes as
well as a cholce of screen fonts {mcfudmg typeface, color, and styles).

Windows-Based Samna Ami

Takes WYSIW

people who need reasonably fancy formatting.

BY foun Loamasoi CONTRIBUTING EDITOR

to the desired size. Regular text can flow

| around the frame or the frame can be

overlaid on the text Frames contain
either text or graphics data, and you can
import a number of graptic file types into
the frame for resizing.

Although the product lacks mail
merge, a serious omission for office vse,
and has few of the enhancements related
to complex document preparation, such
as indexing, footno?.e.s, tables of contents,
sorting, math, and similar functions, its
admirable formatting capabilities earmn it
an important placc as one of the first
serious Windows word processing sys-
1ems.

PERFORSIANCE:
Ami’s editing capabilities include an easy
copy/cut-and-paste feature that uses the

| Windows clipboard (widch lets you ex-

change data with other applications) and
easy moust or keybuerd cursor move-
ments. Four types of tab stops arc casily
defined, and the screen display shows
peze numbers. However, the program
requires practically everything to work
with the pre- or user-defined styles; for
example, there is no indent tab other than
what is included as part of a defined style.
The search-and-replace feature is reason-
ably quick but was occasionally inconsis-

tent in replacing words. Other atiractive
ftemns include a rcvent function for
returning to a pre-edit version of a file,
multiple document views, and a

You have the option of replacing one
time or all occurrences, but the choices
rormbmmwordsmoﬂmsumor
obscure (such as thegn, thane, chorehly,
'm scollop). m&e by these prob-
we can rate spelling
fmtmesmlnghermanemti et

as a choice of screen fonts (inciuding
typeface, color, and styles). The Modify
Style menn makes it easy 10 change
typefaces and add enhancements.

A wide selection of fonts is available
with and bandled by the Windows
operating environment  Soft fonis such as |
Bitstream Fontware or HP Type Direc-
tor/CG Fonts can be used with Ami, and
the draft and layout modes let you get the
best of free-form text entering and editing
and WYSIWYG layout and styles You
can store a style containing mformation
such as a letterhead or 2 memo form, and
youmnuselhatsty[cwnharwﬂhnmthe

printers through Windows, inchuding
Pbslscnp'landtheI{PI.asma,and:an
print all or part of a document n reverss
or collated onder. We rate fonts and styles

excellent

Graphics integrate well into Ami,
either through a direct import of file types
such as PCX and TIFF or throngh
Windows clipboard imports. Frames for
hnlﬂmgenhertmorgmph:mmn-odnce
i for text construc-

layout function that handles complex
layout chores, such as columns, easily and
visually. If you like, you can balance
columns and modify line and paragraph
spacing independemly. Ami lets you
display the cwrrent or system date. We

[ integrated
Ami is quite large with 130,000 words. It
checks spelling only from the cursor to
the end, so if you want to spell check the
entire document you have to move. the

| cursor to the beginning befor: starting.

The dictionary contains scveral words not
in Bebster's Nimth New Collegiate Dictio-
nary (thens, whsle, whse, scil, whinsey};
presumably several of these “words™ are
typos or abbreviations, Stll, it
wuld bebsm:rmlﬁtheusarmidm

While you can skip each word or all
occurrences of a word, add words to the
dictionary, and get a count of number of
words chegked, there is no spelling check
01‘ words inside a text/graphics frame.

1 3 T i = e
| ALSO 16 THIS SECTION

HP Laserjet IID
| Turbo Pascal, Version 5.0

Autocad, Reloase 10 vinnnninimsnsssssnnes 10

nuneasﬂyusedlomepa:emwmgmd
complicated documents Ami will draw
lines with fill patterns between colimns
or around pages, and you can select line
styles and color; you can print in color if
suppﬂrtﬁd by the primter. The layout

mode permits the user to ses an exact
meplica of the frame graphic. Thess
features earn Ami a very good rating for
graphics.

All this good stuff comes at the price of
speed, unless you are working in the draft
mode, which is quite fast. While Ami is
relatively fm.:l.refurmmtmgmnm
very slow when you manually scroll
through the document in layout mode
and during spelling checking. The pro-
gram also. makes beavy use of disk files
and, 2s 3 result, disk speed can have an

2000, Word Ferfect 5.0, and, of course,
Samna Word. In addition, the program
will import several graphics formats. We
rate compatibility very good Unforis-
nately this version of the product does not
import IBM Document Content Archi-
tecture (DCA) forat files. Additional
formats will bc madc available in the
future,

W‘I‘A‘l’lﬂﬂ:
| nice o ic basic infor-
ded 1o Ami The
msglﬂdcoﬂhsahmcgundcmmmm
program functions and a reference guide
based on menu items that appear in the
dialog boxes The explanations are very

nicely presented, with good examples and

| imto the middle of the text and expanded

INFORTLD
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clear explanations. While the technical
information available on-the product is
minimal, the user’s guide is comprehen-
sive.
Astyl&sheetgmdehe!‘psclanfyAms
concept of style sheets with many exam-
ples and Mustrations showing how to use
ﬂ';epm’defmadsryleshmu'rheseoﬂ'eran
impressive demonstration of style-sheet
power and effectiveness. Finally, a small
guuictondnws helps users who only
use the run-time version of Windows
delivered as part of the Ami package. It
does not serve as a substitute for the full
Windows system manual but does guide
users who need only what is required for

eﬁ'octwe, including context-sensitive belp
in addition to an mdexed help system.
The manuals do not, however, offer
much help with printers, and information
on fonts is minimal atf best. This is partly
a result of relying on Windows to handle
printer and font chores, but for some
users the absence of primter and font
information could be confusing. Error
messages are informative and helpful.

Overall, we rate documentation very

good.

EASE OF LEARNING:
Anulak&saboutSDmmmcsmget
lled and running; another 20 minutes

Ami. On-screen help is extensive and

or so will get you workdng effectively with

the product. The WYSIWYG user inter-
face and excellent styles make it very easy
to produce work immediately. If you're
not the type to read a manual cover to
cover, basic information needed to get
started is easy to locate. For users with

any Windows experience, Ami will be |

even easier to learn. Other users may take
somewhat longer to learn the Windows

i conventions for mouse behavior and the

relationship of the various parts of a
Windows screen. Perhaps what takes
longest to learn with Ami is its style-sheet
approach to word processing, which is
logical once you grasp the concept
Nonetheless, the good documentation
and on-line help and the Windows

interface earn this product a very good
ease of learning score.

EASE OF UsE:.

Further familiarity with Ami makes styles
even maore effective, since you can create
your own with exactly the right appear-
ance and content. Frames can easily be
created, sized, placed, and changed, and
the extraordinary capability to apply
styles all over the document to get any
desired effect greatly enhances ease of use.
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If you want to gef the most out of todays new;, high-powered
software applications, we have a few words of advice:

Use a Microsoft® Mouse.

The Microsoft Mouse gives pou easy
accessioall the
Soaturee today s snffars has tn offer

It looks mocent ax hera, bt
teaik il pou see Rove the
Mouse makes your soffeare soeam

- The Mouse canmleash your software—and take full advan-
tage of the features intended to make your work easier
With the Mouse you can effortlessly manipulate menu-driven
applications without taking your eyes off your screen. You can
pull down menus. Highlight tesct in one &l swoop. Copy, cut and
paste formulas in spreadsheets casily. And move things from here
to there without any command-key rmmbo jumbe.
Literally nmdreds of applications suppart the Mouse.
But as the leading software developer for persanal eom-
puters (and cmeofﬂleﬁ:sitohmgagmplncalmter
face to PC screens), we've gone a step further:
Microsoft Windows/286 with PC Panthrush® for
Windows, Microsoft Pamtbrush or EasyCAD™2
acmally come with the Mouse (or vice versa).
Already, the Microsoft Mouse has made
Iisway into the hands of over one million
personal computertsers. And that
number is sure to grow even faster. Afterall
graphically oriented software is the driving
foree behind improved productvity.
Butit’s the Microsoft Mouse that puts you m
the driver's seat.

Makmng 1t all make serse”

© 1988 Misesni Ce ABrsh
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REPORT CARD

EXECUTIVE WORD PROCESSORS

Ami
VERSION 1.0

Criterion
Performanco -
Cnnesponderice

Spelling Checker/
Thesaurus Good

Mail Merge ; N/A
Fonts &-Styles Exceilent
Graphics very Good
Speed i ¥
Compatibility Very Good
D {100y Very Good
Eass of learning 1125)  Very Gc'mcf_
Ease of pse (125}  Very Good
Error handiing s
Support
Support policies {50)

[Weighting

(150) Very Good

Technical support (50}

Yalpe {75)
Final score

68

[

| PRODUCY SUMMARY

Compamy: Samna Com., 5600 Glenridge
Drive. Atlanta, GA 30342 (8O0) 831-
9673,

List Prica: $199 (3148 until March 15).
Requires: |EM PC AT (2 286- or 386-
based computer s recommended); 1BM
CGA, EGA, VGA, or Hercules card com-
patible; M3-DOS 3.0 or higher; 640K of
RAM; one |.2-megabyte floppy drive
{3¥:-inch floppy version or 360K on 5%-

| | inch floppy version available); hard drive;

Microsaft Windows 2.0 or higher recom-
mended (& run-time version of Windows
s included).

Pros: Easy to leam and use with superi-
or formatting and layout capabilities;
sTong style, graphics, and font han-
cling; urusually effective WYSIWYG
editing and formatting Interface; takes
full advantage of Windows 2.0,

Cons: Siow, especially in fayout graphics
mode; requires expensive hardware sup-
port: no mail merge or footnoting; dictic-
| nary appears to have typos.

Summary: A superor Windows-based ex-
ECUTive word processing program, Ami

| offers an outstanding WYSIWYG ap-
proach in @ format that is easy to leam
and use. The program is especially use-
ful for pecpie who need reasonably fan-
cy formatting and prepare their own
memas and documents. s strong font

| suppont and effective styles compensate
i for slow speed and absénce of some
features. An especially appropriate
choice if you're akready a Windows user
on 2 285 or 386 1BM PC or compatible.
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Furthermore, the menu of icons on the
lefi-hand side of the screen makes it very
easy to access common tasks,

Many people prefer the keyboard to
the mouse, however, for word pmcmng.
Ami’s facilities for keyboard operation

are as full and sometimes more effective

than the mouse interface. Slowness is a
serious impediment in layout mode, and

" you'll find yoursslf using the draft mods

—evmxf)ruudontwamm——wget
sufficient speed to ‘edit cffectively. We
limit ease of use to a very good score.

ErRROR Hanpuie:

Simple errors are handled with aplomb,
and the program supports a single-level
undo that will undo backspace deletions
and formatting changes. File save options
are various, and the program protects

users from exiting without saving. In
addition, there is a revert function that
cancels made in an editing
session and confirms that you really want
to abandon the changes You can save
under a new name or attach a different
style sheet. There is no timed bac

Technical support gave us quick and
informed answers. We asked abomt the
mmmwemdum:ﬁmym
(oo real limit on documer =ze) and
about menrmgMSWmd - ocuments.
(Yﬁ\, )rol.lcanlmport them, bt you lose
g information as it comes in

Overall, wera.taermrhandknggood.

SurponT:

Samna offers update information and one
year of free support on a regolar tele-
phone number for registered users. There
isaspmzlsmi)rebmeforanupgmdem
Ami’s professional version, which will
comtain more advanced features, al-
though it is not yet available. There is a
newsletter, BBS support, and a money-
back guarantee good for 30 days. We rate
support policies very good.

asalmrtl'lletlmmgh‘lhccllnbaard_J%
rate technical support satisfactory.

VALGE:

Within the context of executive word
processing g programs, Ami is a good value
at $199. (The price will be $149 umtil
March 15 as an introductory offer.)

Especially good with complex formatting

and graphics inclusion, its ease of nse and
effective menu system make this z
product of choice if you need an execu-

not rezlly have sufficient power to justify
theaxpmseofafastzséa:ﬂs&wnha&s:
hard disk nmning Windows. Sdll, for
users with powerful

[
| BENCHMARKS

Ami

Version 1.0

Executive Word Processors -

g e
F Writa

Version 2.00

RES Wiad:
Version 2.1

Virite

Fitg

Load L]

<1

Save & continue 4

%ol

Import ASCI 13

Export ASCil T,

2
2
T 5
2 2

Import DCA

142

| Corser psvemest g
Top to bottom Y g9

Manual scroll 1302

Refermat

Soareh

Last word

Repiace

i
3
3
3
e

Append docamest 12

Spellag chocking 2:31

35 njat

All imes In seconds, unless gtherwise noted [1:00 is ona minus).

'Does not support DCA. *Could nat flobally after fuler. Each section had to be altered individuztly, *Scroll®
Ume using amow keys In leyout made: using the mouse, Hme was 1:54, lengm'—nmooe crrall e will ba
significantly faster. “Does not inciude a speling checker.

Hewlett-Packard Continues

L

¢ Printer Market Rei:

The Laserjet IID features two-sided printing, two

By exsecav Suna
INFOWORLD TEST CENTER

once again expanded this popular line of
primers with the introduction of the
Laserjet D,

As the name m],phm. this laser printer
is based on the Laserjet Series IL With
similar (but enhanced) font capabilities
and 300-by-300-dpi resolution, the
Laserjet IID offers several improvements,
including two-sided (duplex) printing, two
peper trays, and an optional envelope
feeder.

This printer is evaluated using testing
October 3, 1988, product comperison of
HP and compartible laser printers.

Fea z
HP designed the IID around an eight-

| paper trays, and an optional envelope feeder.

page-per-minute Canon RX printer en-
gme,s:miiartotthanonS}(engmemcd
m the Lamqet Series I In fact, the
Laserjet [ID is 100-percent compatible
with Laserjet Series I fonts (including the
new HP Type Director sofl fom paclkage)
and HP’s PCL language.

The most visible change in design is
the addition of a second paper tray.
Selected through software or the printer’s
front panel, you can direct the IID 1o
automatically switch to the second paper
tray when the first one empties —
effectively doubling paper tray capacity
0 400 sheets. The ITD’s design also allows
an envelope feeder to be amached i
addition to the two front-loading paper
trays.

HP hopes that imtroducing duplex
capabilities to the deskiop laser primter
ma:ke:wﬂ!bethelaseneﬂ]])’smupdz
grace. The IID prints on both sides by
printing the first side, flipping the paper,
and then feeding it through the printer a
second time.

nghtmng Strikes Twice
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