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Wordstar Professional 5.0

Classic Word Processing Program Still Fi thhng

Update Challenges Rwals While Maintaining Original Interface

By Johnlombardi ReviewBeard

The revival of microcompu-
ting’s classic word processing
program, Wordstar, is as awe-
inspiring to watch as Rocky's
valiant struggle back from the
edge of defeat against younger

and more powerful opponents.

Wordstar 4, with added features
and improvements, showed us
that the old fighter is still alive.

Now Wordstar 5 brings a
competitive program that
challenges — although it doesn't
quite defeat — the current
champions.

FEATURES:

Micropro has recognized the
importance of the large installed
base of original Wordstar users
by maintaining the original in-
terface of control-key com-
mands. Corporate sibling Word-
star 2000 deviated substantially
from that standard, thereby
alienating many devoted tradi-
tionalists; in recompense,
Wordstar § has all the familiar
control-key combinations for
editing and formatting.

The original core of com-
mands have, of course, been
augmented to account for a host
of additional features, and the
infamous dot commands used
to control page layouts, headers
and footers, and the like, have
also been expanded. But lest the
new generation of word process-
ing users feel lost in the sea of
nostalgic control-keying, Word-
star Professional 5 adds an
alternative interface of pull-
down menus, and lets you
switch back and forth.

Behind all this flash lie signif-
icant improvements. Its most
spectacular pmew feature is 2
page-preview system capable of
displaying more views of a

.document than any of its com-

petitors. You can view a full
page, two facing pages, multiple
pages (eight on our' machine),
and thumbnail pages (21 on our
maching, but up to 144 on some
systems).

You also get twofold and
fourfold magnification that
shows the page almost exactly as
it will appear when printed,
including specific fonts and pro-
portional spacing. On the multi-
ple-page displays, the text can be
displayed 25 black lines that
show only the general flow of
the text, but you can easily select
a page from the thumbnail and
zoom 1o read and even edit the
text. Furthermore, you can puta
I-inch grid on the display with
inch markiogs down the side
and across the top of the page s0
you can see that things are lining
up as they should. Wordstar 5%
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includles two- or four-time zoom.

Woardstar 5.0 offers pull-down menus: its excellent page praview

page display is the best in the
business.

Wordstar's editing works as
devotees have always wanted it
to, with easy keystroke com-
mands to move the cursor
Wordstar will optionally auto-
reformat text as you enter it, but
a change in ruler lines and
margins does not automatically
reformat existing text — that
takes a special command.
Wordstar displays correct line
and page breaks, even with
proportionally spaced fonts.

Wordstar offers other en-
hancements, including some

add-in programs. A fine outlin-.

er, PC-Outline from Brown Bag
Software, is included, but is not
very well-integrated. (Its cursor
and delete commands are not
enough like Wordstar's,) A tele-
communications program is
capable of all functions, includ-
ing script files and Xmodem
erTor-correcting protocols, ex-
cept for Kermit file transfers.

A mail-list wtility provides
ready-made templates for an
addrese file and an inventory

file; these are very effective, but

they cannot be customized. The
mail list includes the capability
of sorting and maintaining up to
32 predefined sort sequences,
with up to nine levels of sort per
sequence. The mail list data
integrates seamlessly into Word-
star's comprehensive mail-
mnerge pProgram.

Profinder serves as an operat-
ing system shell for Wordstar
users handling a host of tasks
related to file management. Pro-
finder sorts file names, finds
words or phrascs, restamps fles
with new times and dates, cre-
ates directories, views files, and
will run Wordstar or other
programs from its shell.

All Wordstar 4 features re-
main, including date and time
insertion and a simple macro
facility. This version.of Word-
star supports goad block opera-

tions, which include block
math, copy, move, delete, read,
write, append, sort, and convert
case (upper with lower and
lower with upper at beginning of
sentence), along with rectangu-
lar {column) block operations.
In addition, Wordstar's calcula-
tor can handle trigonometric
functions.

Editing newspaper columns
is reasonably effective, although
they are displayed side by side
only for previewing, not for
editing. Wordstar can handle up
to eight newspaper-style col-
umns, but they must be of the
same width. All measurcments
are in inches — a great improve-
ment for working with propor-
tionally spaced fonts.

With its preview feature
Wordstar. has attacked fonts
with a vengeance. lts support of
Laserjet soft fonts is excellent.

Even with all these features,
in some areas Wordstar Profes-
sional 5 does not quitc come up
10 the highest standard repre-
sented by such products as
Word Perfect 5, Samna IV Plus,
or ‘Microsoft Word 4, among
other heavyweights. There is no
table of authorities function.
Wordstar includes no graphics
commands. Its handling of
newspaper columns, while effec-
tive, is clumsy, and it does not
do mutiple lists for ilfustrations.
‘Wordstar does not support alter-
native keyboards, and requires
that special characters be
entered by the clumsy Alt-plus-
code-number method.

_ {For details on our critenia
and testing procedures for pro-
fessidnal word processors, sec
our product comparison in the
March 28 issue. For a roundup
of direct competilors, see our
product comparison of Septem-
ber 26.)

PERFORMAMNCE:
Qur correspondence 1ests show

Micropro has removed many of

. The Go To page has

the Ilngenng hindrances to for-
matting and, more importantly.

r;formnllmg Wordstar Profes-
sional now supports redefinable

, labs (inserting tab characters

rather than spaces), although i
has only left and decimal tabs,
lacking right-justified 1abs and
centered tabs. Hyphenation and
some paragraph reformatting
oceur as you type. Most format-
ting commands (such as justifi-
cation, margins, and tabs) arc
now automarizally embedded in
the document as dot com-
mands; they are preserved afler
closing the document. and the
document can be globally refor-

. matted even if there are differing

ruler settings. You can scarch
and replace the dot commands
to make universal changes,
Measurements can now be in
inches rather than columns.
Also new. two windows can be
opened — either onto different
or the same documents — and

“the number- of lines in cach

window can be set. The status
line sports new indicators in-
cluding column number and
inches from feft margin, window
number, and justification flag.
been
expanded to include “go o next
font™ and *'go forward or back-
ward a certain number of
pages.” Wordstar Professional §
earns a good rating in cofre-
spondence.

The spelling checker uses
dictionary of more than 110,000
words, is casy to use, and checks
for double words. A spelling
corrector can be installed and
will give you definitions like a
dictionary. The thesaurus is
built intg the program. rather
than being RAM-resident.
Spelling and thesaurus support
are very good.

Wordstar’s mail merge now
supports a number of file for-
mats directly, including Lotus
WEKS/WKI  (which includes
Quattro and Symphony), Dbase
1l and 111, and its own format:
standard comma-delimited
files. This mail-list feature
brings Wordstar Professional’s
list management solidly into the
realm of its more powerful
sibling, Wordstar 2000. Word-
star Professional retains all of its
predecessor's characieristics —'
both good and bad. It offers the
benefits of conditional sclec-
tions and user-prompted fill-in;
but i still fails 10 handic a record
that does not have the comect
number of ficlds, Balancing its

" powerful mail-merge features

against a fow drawbacks, we ratc
Wordstar's mail merge very
good.







