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he rapid explosion (_)f._ high-
powered and expensive word

a market for less sophisticated,
less expensive products that are
easier to learn and use. ﬁ(n'nwn in
the trade as executive word pro-
“cessing programs, thm systems
generally offer a reduced ‘set of

_ features at a reduced price with|a special
- emphasis on spazzy menus, e laborate help

screens, and transparent printer support.
The theory is that executives need writing

tools capable of good output and effective

performance, but they don’t require great

sophistication or control. Executives may
‘only use the product occasionally and

cannot be expected to maintain familiarity
with the complicated options in the profes-
sional packages. -

In every case, executive pmducts are less
powerful and less expensive than their
office/professional counterparts. Most lack
footnoting, columns, or elaborate cross-
referencing for-tables or citations, indexing
or tables of contents, thesauri, style sheets,
outlining, or other facilities for large docu-
ment preparation. However, for almost
every feature available in the more powerful
packages, in most.cases at least one program
in this group has that feature, although none
has the complete professional list.

Many of the exécutive word processors
can exchange files wath the office/profession-
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‘easy-to-use word processors -

for the busy executive.
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al packages, so document exchanges within

-offices can easily be accomplished. If your.

office primarily generates memos and basic
correspondence and- occasionally needs to
use a mail merge feature, a reliable exegutive

package will easily do the job. Even if you.

produce larger documents and can do
without embellishments such as extensive
footnoting or outlining, an executive pack-
age will handle very capably. Also, if you or
your organization is new to computing, an
executive package is a good way to get your
feet wet with word processing, because it will

_introduce you to the concept smoothly and

comfortably.

DAC EASY WOR U,
VERSION 1.0

Dac Software, a company famous for its
low-priced, high-performance software,
issued an update of its word processor about
a year ago. Dac competes with other strong
executive performers such as Q&A Write
and Professional Write. At a list price of $50,
Dac is a bargain. i

In the featurcs competition, Dac holds its
own with the basics plus significant cn-
hancements. In addition to standard editing
commands working with the document, Dac
also handles a variety of on-screen format-
ting such as bolding, hanging indents, hard
page returns, super- and subscripting, and
‘automatic rcformallmg 0 new margins.

The program supports a wide range of

printers and permits the addition of printer

‘zoomed to full screen size.

features not explicitly supported by the
program by editing printer tables. Large
documents'can be edited — more than 300
pages can be accommodated — since the
program keeps only a small portion o7 the
document in memaory at any lime.

You can have four windows open showing
different documents or multipk copres of

-the-same document. The windows can all

show on-screen, or a selected window can be
The program
supports the insertion ofany 1BM extended
character set key code and prosudes an
ASCII chart showing what symbols vcorre-
spond to which codes. .

For correspondence work, e does_an
effective job. The four-window screen soan
unusual advantage in a product at this price
range, and the. inclusion ., of A, flaene
kcyslroi\c recorder 15 an additional plus, up”
1o 26 macros per document subahirecton are
permitted, Although it has an ellectne
cditor, its implementation of search amd
replace cither searches for the wornd cuacth
as entered, or ignores all capitabizaton,
which nteans the replacement word does not
match the capitlizatiorn ol the onginal
word, Cursor movements include a jumiptto-
page operation, but tabs, converted 1o spaces
in the text, can’t be removed automatically
Dae has o decimal tab feature, and it can
inseri the system - fime-and duate e i
document, and in headers or footen you can
insert a code that will insert the current dat
at print time, Dac correspondence meets our
criteria for a good score.

The Dic spelling checker 1w adeguate at
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Best the dictionary will learn words, but

the checker must be taught each capital-
iration of a word individually, and
posséssives must. also be learmed as
 scparate words, Although leamed words
" are offered as altcrnate spellings, the
- method for choosing alternative words is
inadequate since it - simply opens a

window into the word [ist near where
- your misspelled word might be. The user

can then browse around in search of an

accepiable spelling. An automatic hy-
phenation facility separate from the

* . dictionary'supplements the speller. Spell-

ing earns a satisfactory rating,

The Dac mail merge handles nicely,
using & mail list'system that looks like a
flat-Nile manager, and. there dre fill-in
forms, ‘muitilevel sorts and ‘selection
criteria, and everfia list generator. A
stand-alone utility comes' with'the pro-

gam that imports and expurts comma-
-delimited ASCII files. The sophisticated
file manager turns out to be much better

than the more primitive word processor
mail-merge capability, which can only
handle simple user prompting as its most
significant variable. The advanced file
manager earns mail merge a good score.
While Dac supports the Laserjet, it
does not handle sophisticated formatting
involved in justifying proportionally

spaced teat, thereby leaving blank rivers |

throughout the text. Microspacing is left
up to the printer, so justified proportion-
al output is rarely possible. Font selection
is clumsy at best, although the printer
modification utility offers some capabili-
1y to select fonts. Bold, underline, and a
choice of fonts are possible with a

Laserjet. We can rate fonts and styles no
- higher than satisfactory. -

Dac contains no graphics features.

Dac does well in practically every -

speed category and earns a good score. Its

:compatibility, however,-is limited since

only ASCII files can be converted. A
minor advantage is the capability to
handle paragraph breaks that may be

embedded in an |ASCII file before

translation. Nevertheless, we rate com-
patibility poor.

~The Dac manual is well-organized and
clearly written, although it could have a
better index and more technical informa-
tion, It is difficult to find out about the

limits of the program: how large a

document can it. handle, how many
records can the mail list file hold, what is
the structure of a Dac ASCH delnmteﬁ
data file, and similar questions. Informa-
tion on macros and their construction. is
less than clear and confusingly appears in

1f you have 3 Hewlett-Packard
Lascret printer and you want o
" tuen it into the perfect degklop

o Two ways to build a p'erfect'
. desktop publishing printer:
do it yourself |

Bu: now all that's changed.
se IMAGEN'S new PC
Publishér Kit makes it easyand

publishing printer, you're faced with quite a challenge. Afterall,
sarmuch needs 1o be added: i =
. *DDL’ and PostScript” Compatibility = Fully Scalable Fonts
-J'ﬂmﬂs'r_d Processing Speed  =Multiple Printing Languages
*HP-GL™ Capabilities +Graphics Caching
»Rotatable Fonts and Graphies
- *Arbitrary Clipping

MRLISHER - Wide Variety of Tupefaces

affordable to incorporate everything you ever wanted in your
HP Laser]et, and our HP l:ndorscmcnt means that all your HP
warranties and support stay intact,

Soit’s really up Iulyﬂu Build it the h.ard way, from scratch, if
you think you can. Or buy the PC Publisher Kit for only $1995.00
(suggested list) and start publlshmg immediately, -

For more infarmation an the PC Puhluhe‘:Kil
and a list of dealers in your area, contact:

IMACEN Carporation 408 985 9400
2650 San Tomas Explessway Sn;\LaCLm: CA 55051 W

T.wo dlﬁmm pIaces in the manual
On-line help is very effemve although

lt is rnenu-senSIhvc. not COI“.BH-SER&I’ .. 2
tive. When' you call a menq, the help . -
scréens are the same for every functionin =

that menu. Further, there is no index
from which you can branch to any other

help screen without going through a -

menu, A qiick-reference card provides a

useful summary of Dac commands and -

fedtures, although it is pnmed in small
bluc type on glossy stock and in the

wrong light is difficult to-read. We raT.c;

documentation satisfactory.

With its very clear drop-down menus,
strong on-line help system, and printed

tutorial, Dac is easy to léarn. About a
half-hour is required to get up and
n.mnmg for simple oomspondgnoe, and

u'll' be completely up T.u spced in two

_or thme hours. - =

‘ Some minor chff’culues p!agu: its

menu system. For example, in the file

menu, whep youy make an incorrect
selection from a submenu and back out
with the Escape ey, you are sometimes
‘dropped completely out of the file menu
rather. than returned to the main file
menu. Nonmhc]c&s, getting up to speed
on Dac is mo sweat, ‘and 'we rate ease of
learning very good. -

Dactsa]mostase.a.aytauscasnusto.
dispense

leamn. Experienced users can
with most of the menus and use speed-
‘key combinations (Alt plus a letter) for

most common  functions’ related 10 - |

editing and formatting. Macros can be

. constructed and saved to disk for recall,
and they can be built from existing text -

or from command or: keystrnke 56-
quences.
The windows are effechve for work

‘Tequiring ‘multiple documents to be on-

line together. The help system provides
.adequate information, so experienced
users; rarely need the manual. The

' |- program has some ‘system utilities that

report the.number of words, paragraphs,
lines, and pages in the document as well

as the amount of system' memory used :

and remaining. |

When reformatiing on Da,: you have
4n option’ of deleting or n:tamlng all
current mdenm.tens 3

The Dac’s blocks are. unforgwmg,
becausc once they are marked, you
cannot mpe without havmg to re-mark
the block.

Macros must be &aved in the same

subdirectory as ‘the document being
edited or the current subdm:ctuw must
be chanjed to the one in which the macro
Tesides.

Giveh these minor hrrutalmus to a
Progi that is y very easy to
work with, we rate ease of usc on Dac
very good.

Cut and paste will hcld your most

gecently.cut section. Data pratechon and

DAC EASY WORD I

+ VERSION 1.0

| company: Dac Software Inc., 17950 [
il Preston Foad, Suite 800, Dallas, TX

L] 79252, (214) 246-0205. 1

i| List Phice: $49.95. :
ies: IBM PC or

F Pc-noéizu mxaﬂm munqcpy §
i I’waast Mwmﬂum i
cwaur,r. miitipks whdwhg hexpen— -

basic ' word F

amm Nugrapmr_-r mMndhgmh ,_E: F
1] lems. .




Pmduct Compar‘lson

FPTHABEN 25, 1994

 sifaple errors are handled adeguately.
1 Tate error hand!mg on Dac satis-
Tactory.

Tmu'm!.e telephone support call, which

fives one hour of toll-free support. Also
luded in the plan isa letter.

Dac offers new users’ onc free 10-

as must be made within 60 days. Tt also .
Yers an extended $60 support plan that

Dac is an inexpensive product. Its
features are many, its performance is
strong, and its capabilities are extensive,
although it has a few clunky feature
implementations. Overall, Dac is a fine

basic word processor primd attractively |

at $49.95. We rmte the Dac wond
prmwragood value. :

The limited basic support: policy is
ffsct only slightly by the availability of
xtended support (even though it is
omewhat limited). We rate Dac’s sup-
Port policies poor.
| Our calls to the support line produced
@seful information on printers and, in
ral, good product knowledge. The
aff was helpful and provided work-
bounds for problems. We rate technical
pport good

IBM BISPLAYWRITE ASSISTANT,
 VERSIBN 18

‘BM’s executive word processing entry
belongs to the Assistant series, a group
of executive-style programs for a variety
of sgftware tasks. Displaywrite Assistant
offers convenient editing, menus, and

features, all w:thm ‘the Framework of the

| ‘Assistant series. Transfer of data among -

this group is easy 1o accomplish, and
exchange of documents with the office/

 professional Displaywrite offers no major

difficultics.
" The Assistant series uses a common
menu system or shell sharing a comman

| setup for external devices such as print-

ers, plotters, and pointing devices, even

! when one product does not support the
| device - Although the program supports a

form of mail merge, it is not as effective
as similar facilities in the other programs
reviewed here. The full line of formatting

| commands, both on-screen and at print

time, are workable and omit only items
such as a page offset command, Unfortu-

|nately, proportional spacing is not sup-

ported.
Wlthm lhc context of executive word

pmctmng SYSTETS, D\sp{aw 1T Al
tlant’s features are a strong complement
of useful capabilities with some hmiti-
Jtions.

As 3 comospondeacs ol D\m»—
utite Asustant offers normal cuticopy
and pastc. However, when scarching and

-replacing, it docs not mproduce capital-
1zation. Blocks cannat be centersd. The -

wide range of 130s 13 2 defimre plus. Lin
spaces can be adjusted from dnmgle
triple spacing. and the status hine shows
when the cursor is on 3 dden faemit-
ting command. and the commands can

be deleted. Camage retums must be -

deleted with the deletc ey and con-
firmed. - ;

* Dhsplavwrite Assistant lets vou movs
“the cursor into the visible left 1

cven though voi caa’t type amvtiusg

@ Tested Exmlin Werd Processors

: mcludemeupah-mymdob-munemngmdm

PCX), WYSIWYGnrnmwcwfntureforgﬂphms

SCH jme rnqtumd to 1mport an ASCII
test dm:um This file contained no

mmmdmlmponlhelcstﬁlz

format.

top to hottom: Tim: Tequired to
-thmbackthmcms(buckm;upd:memuspub

the cursor on the page preceding the last page). The
* - backward scroll is intended 10 offsct that arc

TRoveTne,
jump from the top of the document to the bottom and *

that appeared frequently in our- - document was

Compatibility — The c:pre ru:puremi ncludes
the capability to impon and export ASCH and TXCAJ
RFT files. Bonuses arc g:vm for acditional text-
onmned file form

£

Docnmmtmm scores refiect the quantity and qualits
' of both writlen and on-line informaton: Al a
minimum, documentation should deseribe the prod-
uct and how to use it. Bonus points are awarded for a
quick-start guide, on-line tutorial and help progmams.
a quick-reference card, and a written Tutoral. Emor
_messages can also affect decumentation scorss. Poor
organization, missing information. or an incompicte
index lower the score.

ﬂ. F LEARSIELS

Ease of learning scores depend on the user iaterface
and the intuitive design of the products. Other faciors
that influence this scorz include the complexity of tve.
- program and the quality of documentation and Tuion-
als. To cam a satisfactory score, novices must be abie
10 learn a pmgni_m,

BASH OF b2

"Like casc of Icsrmns case of usc 15 in lange pan
function o the program’s design and cvaluates ho-w
casy the average user would find the progmam 10 use
once the basics have becn mastered. An casy-to-foilow
menu sysicm and command shoriouts arc wo featurs
that can :implif)' ujins 2 Program.

mRon m

Ermor hmdhns mecasures how the sof'warc pr‘w‘r\*ﬁ
‘data integrity. To earn a satisfactory score, 3 program
must prompt you to save files “and shouldnt do
anything to corrupt data or make it easy for you o
lose information. An Undo command o an austomiat-

ic or timed backup system can boost the scoee,

'_.opummﬁmjumptothclwhnconheducumt_
‘Manual scrolf: Tame required to scroll through the

d t one line at  ime (with the down-arrow key
held down).
- Reformat: T’me mqmmd to rcformnt and repagi-

‘thres sactions, some word processors required thet
-cach section be - mt‘ormamd mdmduutly ‘Some

ckages reformat aut 1 tm'ungm:wh

_cascs measures. how long it !xkcs to rcpnpm!.c
(mbinhpaaehreliu).

- Search for last word: Timcmqulmd to search for
thehatwmﬂmthelmdocumem ;

Search and replace: Tlmcmqmmdtomplmn

'mmol‘chnrmnapmnmrwnmmthcteﬂ
docunr:ut. i

; Append..document: Time. reqmmd to append a
- similarly- formaticd. dosument to the ond of our mt

if - document. Both documents are approximately 15K.

Spell checking: Time required to load the dictio-
nary and- spell check our test document, One word

_ nate the test document after reducing the text’s width
). by 12 characiers, Since our test| document contains .

Packages that offer "basic emor memages gt a
satisfactory score in thisarca. Bonuscs arc awanded for

programs whaose emmor messages clearly explain the |

problem or, ideally, offer suggestions on how o
-resolve the problem.

SPPoRT 2

Support is divided jnto two arcas; support polices amd
technical support. In scoring for support pelicies, we
begin with a satisfsctory score and award bonuses for
product usability war ics, money-back guarsmtom,
a toll-free line, and corporate extended support: we

 Jearned, and all others were ignored. |
- support lddmonalﬁ!eformals{umhasl:“.PSor ;

subtract points when vendors do not provide techancal
support or limit the support to 30 or $0 dayx.
Technical support scores are based og the quality
of service we actuaily received in' the coume of
mulunlc an;}nymom calls 1o Lhc vendor and the.
y of kr &

i

YR

Value scorcs n:ﬂctl the price va. the performance and
featurcs of cach package toated, aking into account
the compefition.
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there, _which is a nuisance. The
system time and date can be
- imserted, but only in headersand
‘footers. . While the programr
identifies words at the end of 2
. line that nesd hyphenation, it
-+must -be dope manually. In
genusl, Tjowever, COMespon-
dence meets our cmzna for a
goc-d SCOre.
The spelling thecker is effec-
© tive with its quick action and
large ' 125,000-word dictionary.
The speller will learn words, but

Uit treats capitalized words sepa-

rately. from’ I¢wercase - words.
Learned words offered as

alternatives, and the'simple syn-'|.
onym finder often offers useful |

alternatves. - We rate spellmg

3 checkidg good.
D[spiavwnte Assistant’s mail
merge is a basic, no-frills opera-
tion. Because the program '8

designed to work with others in £

-the Assistanit series, the word
processor has no capability 10
" make data files, delegating that

task 10 external programs such-

as Filing Assistant and Personal
" Decision ‘Series files, although
DIF, Sylk, arid Dbase II formats
are supportcd: Wherever possi-
ble, given the structure pf the
external file, Displaywrite Assis-
tant uses -named fields. Mail
" merging earms a satisfactory rat-

g sy : : ’

The minimal printer support
for Displaywrite, Assistant
carrics on an. IBM tradition, A
few printers beyond the IBM
linc arc supported, .and only
some of the,:models receive
attention. Thefe is no support at
all for HP laser printers and no
support for -proportionally
spaced printing. The only re-
decming feature is a printer
definition editor, part of the
Assistant  shell, - which  allows
industrious ‘and fechnically
proficient users to invent their
own printer definition. From

ihe cditor you|can apply bold,

underline, super/subscript, and
colors, if suppe'n.cd.hy the print-

L T LR

3 PRODUCT SUMMARY |

-'veuyon 1.0

[l 10504; (800) 4474700 ffor |
i csslecinformation). :
1 List Pricer §195.

ider; MS/PG-DOS 2.0: 256K of |F
-+ RAM; two fopgy drives. f
4 Pros: Nice inlegrition with |
1} 1BM:products: affective editing |-

=} and prnting with -supported |5
| printors; good complement of |-
4 fealures; - relalively sasy to |-
‘] toam and usa,

CMl:Lh'mtodpdntsrsuppon B
4 smail data flis size capacity; no |
company lechiical sUpport;
4 lmited graphics capablity; no |

-| ny spaced fonts, - 5
| TTYETY] pisﬂaywnlu ol |
| fors clean angt'effoctive editing |-
1} spd printing Tor routine core- |
‘| spondence, memos, and short
4 documents. s close Integra- |-
I tion with other 1BM softwaro |
7 products makoes [t an accept- |

er. Fonts and styles carn a score
of poar. -

Graphics integration is less
than adequate since ‘Display-
write Assistznt - only inserts

Graphic "Assistant or Drawing

-Assistant files, not Lotus 1-2-3

_PIC files. However, thc pro-

gram will create necessary white
space in the text immediately so
you can see on-screen how the
graphic. affects page breaks, A
line-drawing function works
well, but only supports one line

style. Graphics are poor.
Displaywrite. Assistant’s

speed 'is acceptable, although -

the ASCII import and éxport is

somewhat slower than others in
this group. The reformat time
proved to be a bit slower as well,

becausc cach ruler change re-
quired a restart of the reformat-
ting routine, e rate speed
satisfactory.

- Displaywrite Assistant pro-

" vides an effortless and automat-
ic translation utility between its
gl [ :

own file format and ASCII or:
DCA/RFT: In the case of RFT,
when the document imported is
too long for Displaywrite’s tiny
file size limit (32K), Display-
write Assistant converis the doc-
ument into a set of smaller files,
each capable of being edited in
the program. Compatibility
rates satisfactory.

. Documentation for Dlsp]ay—
writc Assistant comes in a stari-.
dard, boxed three-rigg: binder.

The. information is complete,

_saust‘aetursr, : :
Installation and operation of

~ Displaywrite, most

WORLD

|
=1

|
but examnls. are mostly non-

existent. On-line h:]p 'is basical

ly useful and in most cases .

Docu

Displaywrite Assistant is quick

jon is

and relatively easy. Once you -

understand that the ma.m menu
is a shell for the Assistant series
and there are bptions
that be i d for
confusion

disappears: The product's sim-

displayed.

IEM BISPLAYWRITE ||
ASSISTANT

1 1BM PG or compat- ||

| capabiity 10 handie proportion- 11

: chaoipo whoro this type of |
+| compatiblity is required. J

Ry T Lo :

He15p'

=

| Hel

For the last two years, Xerox :
“Ventura Publisher has been the

kerning.

best selling, best reviewed desktop

publishing software for MS-DOS
systems. But now we've made
it even easier And more versatile.

To-begin with, we developed a
new, simplified user interface.
And we added 250 help screens
that cover every subject from

gettmg started to character

- Just as importantly, Release
2 0 has 70 new features that give
you more control than evet
It supports more typestyles and
printers, It even gives you grey
scaling, full color, and the ability .
to produce color separations on .
compatible printers. -

sional Extension package that
mcludcs the featu:esl needed |

most by scientific, engmeenng,
and technical publishing users. i
And therek a Netwoi'k Server | §
version that lets 3Com, Novell, |
and PC NET users enjoy the [ §
powerof XeroxVentura Pubhshe
And the pmduchwt}; oflocal |}

. area networks, | |

When in doubt, just sc

We‘re also mtroducmg a Profes— |
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pie nature and the jutorial make

it possible 10 begin producing

simple work within an ‘hour,

although you'll need 2 support-

ed prninter for the quick time to

be micvant. We ratc case of
good *

Omnce the initial period of use
is past, Displzynﬁt: Assistant is
casy 10 use, although irs rudi-
mentary mail merge facility can
cause some diffsculties  since
data files must conform 1o
precise characteristics.  The,

smail file-size limit also inhibits
case of use. About three hours of
expetience will bring a user up

1o full speed on this product. We

rate sase of use good.

Error handling s satisfactory,
with prompts for actions that
would result in a joss of daia
because of an open file. The
umndo is only useful for block
cuts. Enor handling is satisfac-
tory.

IBM's traditignal nomup—
port policy for software applies

10 Displaywrile Assistant, with
support offered only by mail or
through dealers. If the package
is bought through mail order,
there is no dealer support at all.
1BM doss not provide 1echnical
supporL We rate both support
policies and technical support
unacceptable.

Offices dedicated to 1BM .

products may find Displaywrite
handy. For most users, however,
given its complement of features
and solid performance balanced

by terrible technical support,

support policies, and _printer
support, the $195 Assistant rep-
resents at most a satisfactory
value.

MS WINBOWS WRITE,
VERSION 2.1 -

acluded as one of the applica-
tions supplied with Microsoft
Windows 286 and 386, Win-

dows Wn[c m‘Tm a SliCk Macm-
tosh MS-Word-like word pro-
cessing environment” With a
host of interesting features, Win- -
dows Wrilc can scrve ‘as an
effectivé *executive . word pro-

. cessing system for uscrs who
~have already invested -in the

Microsoft - Windows/Presenta-
tion Manager system..

Key 1o Write's utility, the
graphical interface and mouse-.
able menus and pointers greatly
facilitate the product’s use, al-
though it can also be used within
a keyboard-only machine. Win-
dows Write offers a reasonably
complete collection of - editing
commands . fir - manipulating
text. Capable of editing very

-large files (we worked on one

that was over S00K), Windows
1akes maximum advantage of
the companion programs that
form part of the Windows sys
tem. The calculator, notepad,
clipboard, and paint programs
all can exchange data or infor-
mation with Write files.

As one would expect, Write
excels al graphics-related items;
its WYSIWYG font manage-
ment for laser printers is superb.

Windows Write. makes no
sense- outside of the Windows
environment. A _very high-
powered analog to the Word
Perfect Executive menu system,
Windows brings morc ulility |

| and power to the support of

Write than the application really

needs. i :
Windows Write did well -in
basic correspondence tasks. The
status line displays the page
number only. Tab support is
provided (redefinable left and
decimal tabs), and search and|
replace mimics-all but midword
capitalization.. Line spacing is
adjustable. By running Write in
S5es Exec, Page 56

PRODUCT SUMMARY

- MICRBSSFT
WINBBWS WRITE
VERSION 2.1
| Compemn Microsoft Com.,
16011 N.E. 38th \N‘w PO

ible computer; |
: "2.0; 512K of RAM [B40K rec-
|, emmended): two floppy drives
(hard  tisk  recommendad); |
graphics adapter card: mousa |
TBCOMImended; :

tura Publisher 2.0.
And simee we'e leaders in
docimnient processing, we offer
short coursss on the basics of
page design and lavout, as well,
as advancsd applications coursas.
All ayailable through a nanon-
wide network of traming centers.

Xerox Corporation, RO, Box 24, DepL II9E

Rochester NY 14652

3 Plezse serwl more infrmation aboul Xewa
Ventura Pubiisher 26,

1 Plamge dend me the name of my local dealec

information on Xerox Ventura
Publisher 2.0, and the name of
vour nearest dealer Then you'll
se2 how much you can really’
do with desktop publishing.
Now that you have all this help
behind you

tent interface with Microsolt
Windows applications; out-
-standing laser printer support.
Cons: No speling checker or
mail merge; complex.
y1 A shck grap

interface and superlor printer
support for fonts and laser.
printers - distinguish this. Win-

S 5 Tie

Commay Sz Stop

1f vou'd like to kniow more, call
1-800-TEAM-XRX (852-6979),
cxt. H9E. Well send you full

Taam Xerox.
We documer the worild.

1= L".!E"u.l‘l of XEROX COR.POP.»\TTU‘Y
rz of Ve Sefiware,

Corz. Novell s 2 trademark of Nowell In2
of Windows- compatible appf-
cations or who alraady use
Microsoft Word. ©




-Product Comparison-
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_ Office/Professional Word Processing Revisited . -

o our office/professional word pro-

cessing product comparison last
spring (March 28), we reviewed 12 high-
end word processors. Since that time,
there have been several major updates

.| - and two new products (Total Word and
Sprint).

.Here'we compile and capsu]u.c wm-d
processars from the product comparison
and individual reviews, including a

-report card with new scores for technical
support. We discuss technical support
only when our recent results differed
from earlier ones. Error handling now
consists of only one score (it used to

cinclude data integrity and error mes-
“sages); three products’ scores rose by

one-tenth- of a point as a  result
(Deskworks, Mass-11, ‘and Multimate
Advantage). The actual error-handling
scores did not change.

For a full discussion of how we tested
the products and what the scorcs mean,
see “How - the Word Processors Were
Reviewed and Tested for This Product
Comparison™ (March 28).

. DESKWORKS LEVEL II, REV. 3.A1.

Deskworks is a big, reasonably powerful
but not quite competitive product. Asan
editor, Deskworks performs about as
well as [BM's Displaywrite 4.
Deskworks has a useful features list
and handles large documents well. By no
means a speed demon, its generally

" ordinary performance lowers its value.

Deskworks is especially a reasonable PC
choice for offices in which Harris-Lanier
dedicated word processing systems are
used. !

Lanier Business Systems, a division
of Harris.Corp., 1700 Chantilly Drive
N.E., Atlanta, GA 30324; (404) 329-
SOO'D £495.

DISPLAYWRITE 4. IBM’s heavyweight
word processor, derived fom its dedi-
cated word processing systems, is power-
ful, ponderous, effective, and best suited
to long documents It is still not a
graeeful product, requiring users to
conform to iu somewhat clunky opera-

technical support from IBM is non-
existent. However, Displaywritc has a
robust features list and does a good job
of managing complicaied document
assembly tasks or mail list operations. Its
facilities for these purposes compare
with Multimate or OfTicewniter.

This product is a consideration for
offices with strong support stafsand a
major commitment 1o IBM hardware
and software.

IBM Corp., Old Orchard Road,
Armonk, NY 10504; {800) 447-4700
(for dealer information}; $495.

LOTES IANBSCRIPT 2.9. Manuscript hasa
reputation as the program of choice
among lechnical writers because of its
highly: structured editing mode suitable
for complex documemnts. Based on an
outliner, this method of cditing takes
some readjustment 1o think in sections
and blocks, but the result is a highly
polished system that handles .complex
structured text with great facility. There
is an ynstructured mode for smaller
documents.

Manuscript 2.0 has most features
expected of a professional|word process-
ing system, and integration with Lotus
1-2-3 and Symphony workshests is
smooth, providing hot links for auto-
matic print-time updates of integrated
worksheets. It also handles equations
and tables superbly.

Within the comtext of professional
word processing systems, Lotus Manu-
script 2.0's feamures and performance
place it just under Word Perfect or
Wordstar 2000 for richness of fearures,
and its special charactoristics have no
equal in the market. Manuseript's han-
dling of structured documents is simply
the best in the business.

Lotus Development Corp.., 555 Cam-
bridge Parkway, Cambridge, MA 02142;
(617) 577-8500; $495.

HASE-11 PC VERTIOW TR Onpnally the
word processor of choice for Digital
Equipment minicomputers, Mass-|1
has evolved into a sophisticated profes-
sional and scientfic PC word processor.
Organized like the other structured.
menu-driven systems, such as Multi--
mate or Officewriter, Mass-11 has a
suong features set, outstanding laser
printer support, and seamless integra-
ton imo 1 DEC environment.

Targeted 3t comphex word processing
tasks mcluding scientific formula entry,
versatile graphics support, and line and
box drawing. Mass-11 adds math capa-
bility, columans (poth newspaper. and
paralicl), footnoting, tables of authori-
ties. keyboard macros, sorting, and

~other high-end featurcs, Within this

coatexl, we coasider Mass-11 1o be a
fine performer.
Mass-11 ranks aboui on [par with

| Muhimate or Officewriter, and its DEC

compatbility is advantageous. 1t is not
i a keague with Wordstar 2000 or Word
Perfect 5.0,

Microsystems Enginecering Corp,
2400 W. Hassell Road, Soite 300,
Hoffrman Estares, IL 60193; (312) 882-
0111; 8395.-

. problems while ez-:hancingf' the basic

program, and the list of fealures is
impressive: A snazzy thesaurus and
spelling program enhance a group of
wn‘ters: tools, and spreadshects that
come in-Lotus, Excel, or' Multiplan
formats can be imported directly.

Its only serous _performance draw-
back. nonautomatic pagination, may be
of only minor concern to many users. In

general, this is easily one of the top three

lpreimat

Microsoft Corp., 16011 M.E. 36th
Vay, Redmond, WA 98052, (206) 882-
5080‘ $450.

WOLTURAT ADYANTASE N, VERSION 1.0. A
full-function word processor, Multimate
Advaniage. is 2 strong product with
many features. Tt has good editing, out-
stafiding printer support, and excellent
manuals, and it is casy 10 learn and use.”
It handles most’ anything, including
superb data file management and form
letter or mail list processing. Multimate
Advantage 11 fits 'well in Wang-oriented
offices and those with repetitive corre-
spondence or list processing require-
menis. I1 5 less effective where' large
documents need to be prepared that

. require constant revision.

ACodor] WoeR 4.8 Microsoft Word
has always had superb formatting: It s
capable of producing the best output on
any prumer. Throvgh style sheets and
elaborate formating specifications, a
full deseription of a document can be
devrloped and faved.

Derived flom & typesetting modei
rather thas a dedicated word processor,
Word sess 1=t through the Typeserier's
eve with precise control over the printad
page. The disadvaniages have been an
unfamiliar terminology, complex com-
mands, and clumsy operatice when
compared 10 competions.

Version 4 addresses many of these

I1s strong performance and features
balanced by limited document-size ca-
pacity and esror messages make this a
worthy value overall.

Ashton-Tate, 20101 Hamilton Ave.,
Tormance, CA,90502; (213) 329-3000;
$565 for S%-inch version, $595 for 5%-
and 3%-inch versions together.

OFRCTWRITER, TEaitOl &.0. The young
upstart, Office Writer's continuing bid
to challenge Wang's dedicated word
processing and Multimate's PC-based
Wang clone is admirable. The product
has improved with age as a professional
product, and Version 6.0 offers a variety

tion, DFFICE.’PROFESSIO\AL WDRDPROCESSORS » REPORT CARD : b
IBMS printer suppnn is awful, and 5 o
| Letss resell | Holtimabs O -
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of new features, Office Wrter performs

- as easily as most products in this group,

and it offers several advantages over
Multimate, its primary competitor,

suse 1the program menus and
keyboard closely emulate Wang termi-
nais, 11 is the obvious choice in environ-
ments where dedicated Wang systems
coexist with PC-based word processing. -
Office Writer handles editing and basic
formatting well and includes a vanety of
high-powered features. Office Writer 6
lacks many belts and whistles character-
izing top products ke Word Perfect or
Wordstar 2000, such as centering blocks
and aulomatic case changing but it is
stifl a strong pedormer.

Office Wrter 60 prn’wdcs SUOnR
basic word capabilities, but-it
is less effective with longer documents -
or 1asks requiring extensive formating.

Office Solutions Inc., Customer Ser-
vices  Department, 49 Kessel Court,
Madison, W1 53711 (608} 274-5047;
5495, -

SAMNE WORD IV 20. Samna Word [V is
also derived from the dedicated word
processing moddl, @nd il compeics with
Multimate, Office Writer, and Dixplay-
wrte. lis featurcs maitch high-end
leaders like Word Perfect and Wordstar
2000. Highly  struct and meoy-
driven, Samna offers support - for
correspoadence and forms processing.
and the Plus version sdds @ competent
integrated spreadshest.

Feature-rich, Samna performs & van-
cly of functions, although 1t 1s somewhat
dow. In this compelitive word procass-
ing market, the improvemen pace 15 50
fast that while Samna has improved and
has plenty of festures, its mmpcuwrs
have improved oven more, causing
Sampa’s relstve posinon 1o slip a hetle.
Samna Plus is a jgood choice il you bave
3 uscr base familiar with the product, of
yOu waEmr an infegrated  spreadshest/
word  processor, o if you do low of

forms processing and printing It is not
recommended for long documents be-
cause of ifs slow speed or for complex

- formatting iasks using fonts.

Samna Corp., 5600 Gleandge Drive,
Atanta, GA 30342 (800) 831-9679:
(404) B51-0007. 3495 $595 for non-
Plus version (word processing oniy).

" $PRENT. Borland's Sprint dashes into the

binerly comested market with 2 superi-
or editor. a powerful text formatter. and
an innovative programming - language
for- lext ' processing.  Sprint  partiaily.
mimics the operations of popuiar word
-processars so that corparate siaffs can
standardize word processing =»ith mini-
mal retraining. Within the comiest of
h.lg_h powrred - professiona]l  word | pro-
cessing  programs,  Spont falls some-
where in the upper half. Flexible, with
an impressive complement . of editing
commands, it soll lacks 3 few funda-
mental features available in Word Per-
fect or - Wordstar 2000. Also. Spnnt
divides cditing and formaning into two
steps much like word processors of the
past, which s less convenicnt.

Sprint's spccui feature, shared with
Mywtite HI, is the word procssing
programming language. Sprnt can be
customized inlo almost anything ¥ou
want that handles {exL

Sprint is a good companywide sian-
dard that allows for individual user
preferences. AT just under $200, Sprant
1s 2 bargain in this group.

Borland Imternadonal, 1800 Green
Hiils Read, P.O. Box &600DI1, Scotts

Valley, CA 93066: (s08) 433-8300:
519995,
TOTAL Weas 1.011. Toml Word, the

latest of many Yolkswriter incamations,
sheds the traditional namme but not the
simple and easy-to-use imterface. A new
relezse, Verston 1.2, has just hat the
strests with a varety of updates.

Total Word's complement of  fea-

iy

tures and capabilities includes most of
what  we expect in these powerful
programs. As an editor, Total Word
looks and feels just like iis predecessors, .
supporling a variety of features. .

Style sheets capture up -0 250
different dayouts for a single document,
and font management is very strong,
although file- conversions arc limited
and the \nndawmg syslem is pnmlme
Reformatting is also slow.

Among  high-powered word proces-
sors, Total Word is a reasonable value,
Less powerful and flexible than the best
1n this class, Total Word handles all but
he toughest word processing jobs. The
‘product is especially- suitable . for users
who need an casy-lo-lcarn-and-use word
processor with strong laser printer and
soft font control.

Technical 'support is rated poor, we
received numerous busy signals before
we [naily got through, al which time we
left a message that was not returned for
more than three hours.

Lifewres Software Inc,, 411 Pacific
St., Monterey, CA 93940; (800)
LIFETRE, (300) 831-8733 in CA: 5495,

WORD PERFECT 5.8. Fleaible. strong. and
quick, Word Perfect is the office/profes-
wonal | word processor. With wirtually
the most cxlensive feature list, this

edition includes. a powerful series of |

enhancements for laser prnters, fonts,
and deskiop publishing projects. Word
Perfect creates. multiple pewspaper-style
columns with ease and has a multiple-
view preview feature with two magnifi-
cation levels.

Graphics handhng is powerful and
includes a memory-resident screen-
grabber and a wide range of import
capabilities.  Keyboard macro com-

maznds are extensive enough to almost |

qualify as a progamming language,
prioter suppott is superb; and there is a
‘great sorting capability. . Features are

See Office, Poge 54
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Continuved From Page 51
T

‘well-implemented and you'll find every-
thing you need for word’ processing.
Pamculaﬂy useful for complex text
~ management tasks, Word Perfect works
- equally well for short documents. No
more expensive than its competitors, the
program is a superior value. ;
Word Perfect’s - technical support
score has greatly improved, since you can
now reach the company. Before, a flood
of call¥afier a major. release blocked toll-
free  lines into the company’s huge
tect_imc:_ﬂ support department.  Getting
through now is nd problem,. and. the
support staff is helpful and knowledge-
able. W: rate technical support good.

Word  Perfect Corp., 1555 N. Tech-
nology Way, Orem, UT B84057: (2801)
225-5000; $495.

WORDSTAR PROFSSIONAL 4.0. Long the
standard of microcomputer word pro-
cessing, Wordstar (not Wordstar 2000) i
a classic that occupies 2 special place in
the minds and heans of veterans of the
CP/M and carly PC-DOS worids.
Wordstar 4.0, however, only com-
petesat the low end of office/ professional
word processing. Version 5.0 just came
out with a total overhaul and some

incredibly impressive feamres, but not in-

time for this capsule of reviews.

©+ While Yersion 4.0 has micely impic-
mented and well-performing high-grade
featurss, such as a gieat thesaurus and

integrated indexing. it lacks features.

when compared 10 its-competitors, such
as footnotes and newspaper columns.
We could not teach Wordstar Profes-

sional technical support after more than

10 calls and must rate it unacceptable.

Micropro International Corp., 33 San
Pablo Ave., San Rafael. CA 94903: {SGO)
327-3609; 5408,

WORSTAR 2000 PiB3, REEAR 3.00.

h:yts, l‘ani-a ‘I:tu:rs, i dexm& lel:-
- communications, And| file conver-
sions; and.programs that manage
features such as graphice and out-
lining.  Release. 3 also includes
cnh.anced laser pnm:rsup‘pon and:
there is a wonderful’ ﬂu:s:lurus and
. fine documentation.

Getting through to |cchmcal
support: was harder /than in. tho:

Wordstar 2000 has grown from 2 clumsy' ' past. but oncé through we had no
program mto a sleck leader that keeps  problems. We rate technical sup-

giving Word Perfect a tun for its money.
Wordstar 2000 Plus leads the pack with
an awesome features hst, fine perfor-
mance, great documentation, and sepen-

L OF supporl.

The program has ihru: parts: a main”
program that doss the word ProCessing:
supplementary features that handie il -

PS/2
- FAST HARD

IN SIZES FROM 20 Mbytes TO 120 Mbytes
Wlth CMS Enhancements products and

& Seagate*technology,
vou have the rlght team for the PS/2**

You too can give your PS/2 customers all the
advantages of superior & seagate technology
_when you choose CMS Enhancements. We
have a wide rangepf internal hard disk subsys-
temns for the PS/2. And with thern comes lighten-
ing fast average access speads of 281035
milligeconds. So actfastand call orwric today

for complete information.

CM3

PS/TO0
DISCS

cSS?Seagate

port good.

Micropro Intcrmational Corp.,
33-San Pablo Ave., San Rafael, CA
94903; (800) 227-5609; 3495, Per-
sonal Edition; 3393, Legal Edition.

m w ?'Lli m 352
Kywntc has camncd an impressive
reputation  as the| sleckest and
 fastest text editor available. In its
ciasaycum:nt mcammation, Xywrile
11 remains fast ~and cffective,

| including ahost of word processing

functions. added  to - its, extensive
cditing capabifitics. |

This program is the sports car of
word processors: fast, quick, lean,
and unforgiving. Unlike Samna 1V
or Multimate, which use lots of
menys, XyaTile is command-driv-
en. If you like this approach,

, XKywrite is sheojutely superh; if you -

don™, it's an easc-of-leaming-and-
use disaster. In the [leatures race,

" Xywrite 111 comes in at about the

middle of the pack. -
Xywrnite's has superiop printer
support and- is especially effective

. with proportionally spaced fonts.

The speileris fast and the thesaurus
a joy to use. Multipie windows split
vertically or horizontally.

Infinitely flexible and
cusiomizable, users can make this
program de almost anything in any
way, but oaly if they like solving
complex puzzies, since customiza-
tion routines arc suitably
mysterous o the vnimitiated  In-
credibly complex macros are possi-
bie and keys and commands can be
rearranged o work with | different
keystrokes or combinatiaps.

Best for those who wrile 3 lot,
especially long  documemts with

.tmvarying page layouts, Xywrite is
.zear the top for power and flexibili-

ry bt just off the mainstream of
corporate word processing. -

Ayguest Inc 44 Manning
Road, Billerica, MA 01821; (617)
AT 1-NEEE; 5445 i

- RELATED REVIEWS

©  WORD PROCESSORS
Samna Word TV,
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_mulupie windows, users can

view-and copy- ‘between several
documents. Write Teguires ex-
plicit pagination to get the page
breaks in the right place {either

*. done on screen or automatically

when printing). We mate corre-
spondence good. . -
- Neither a spelling checker

nor a mail-merge ' facility is -

available. The Windows envi-
ronment has a card file system,
but has no facility to produce
form letters or other mail-merge
tasks.

- Fonts and styles are top-rate
because thé program provides
the basics plus WYSIWYG

fonts, and font names arc shown

on the selection screen. You can
also alter fonts within a docu-
ment, and they can be down-

~ loaded to the printer as needed

or permanently downloaded on
start-up. In addition, Write sup-
ports ipt -printers.  We
rate Write's fonts and styles very
good. -

Graphies are great and can be
constructed through the Paint
program or- captured from- a
graphic screen and printed in the
resolution of the screen. Al-
though you can't load graphics
files from other programs, you
can pass information from an

application that runs with Win-
dows, whether it is 2 Windows
application or a standard one.
Images, like fonts, are displayed.
as they will be printed and can
be sized or moved in the text
You can import Lotus files by
pasting them from a Lotus
graphic into ' Write. We rate
graphics very good.

Both file - appendmg and
manual scrolling were slower
than most products in this class
but still within an acceptable
range. Although a strong per-
former, Write uses an unusual
amount of computing power for
an executive word processing
program. Without an AT run-
ning.at least at 8 MHz with &
reasonably fast hard disk and a
minimum of 640K of memory,
Windows Write is 2 slow animal.
Even on our 8-MHz AT clone
with a quick fixed disk, Write
has|trouble keeping up /with fast
typing. With these factors in
mind, we can rate speed.no
higher than satisfactory.

Write does not offer DCA/
RFT format but dees support
both ASCII and - Microsoft
Word. Additionally, text{can be
transferred ‘from other applica-
tions running under Windows.
Write data files are not firectly
compatible ~with Mifrosoft
Word (for example, Wrte files
lose graphics content), but trans-
fer quickly and easily into each
other’s formats. Nonethgless, an
exetutive could easily produce
draft memos and doquments
that could then be transferred to
Woerd * for final preparanon
S1mﬁa.r‘iy, a4 Word document
requiring graphics can be
moved into Write and a Faimt
graphic can be inseried and
sized. Compatibility rates satis-

factory.

A_s a part of Windaows 286,
‘Write's documentation consists

of just over 100 pages of mfor-
mation’ and examples of Write
commands and functions. How-

.ever, much of what Write docs

actually belongs to the Windows
environment iwself, and the

section describing the Windows

operating environment has
much that is essental 1o the
effective operation of the word
processing module. The docu-

mentation is clear and compre-
tensive but packaged in ope
softbound book with separatz
page numbering and jndeaes for

each section, il 15 nOL a8 €asy 10

use as we would hike. i

Write has practically no om-
line documentation, also the
case for most but not all of the
Windows system. There s no
contexi-sensitive f}CIp and no
screens with information about
program function 1o help the
user along. Balancing this defet

are fine error messages and
dialog borcs. The carcful design
of the program and ils user
interface climinate many
inappropriate keysuukes, but
nonetheless without the on-line
help it is casy to get lost Inm
general we rale docurmnentation
satisfacrory.

Because it 15 not possible 1o
Tun Write without learning quite
a bit about Windows, the time
from a cold start to using the

program for minor memos can

take up mg several hours. Instal-
fauon isclf may ke as much as
an hour iffsofl fonts, and a laser
prnter are involved. Once up to

speed, Write can be mastered in

a few hours. However, for users
who know Windows, Icaming
Word will take about 30 min-

.utes for the production of sim-

ple miemos. Write follows the
generally intuitive conventions
and practices in Windows,
permitting complete transfer of
leaming from onc module to

No matter what business you're in, chances are your
company produces more words than anything elze. So

the crucial decision fora mmpan}'-mde or, de}:e."tw-—.‘nt— :

- wide word processor boils down to four tough questions:
L Does the system have the advanced feanires and the
eace of use to satizfy oll user groups—including secre-
taries, documentation writers, INanagers, en::L.,:ﬂF and
the legal staff?

2 Is the learning curve a gentle slope—or a brick wal’ '
3 Is the system truly 2 corpornte word processor c,Epab’e :

of supporting = ¢ singleusers and multi-user networks in
both DOS and UNTX environments {including SCO
XENIX)? '

4. Will you be in direct and continuing contact with the
vendor's sales 2nd support people. even if vou buy the
product from 2 local dealer?

When The Questions Are Tough,
The Decision Is Easy.

Evaluate word processors like the big
companies do: Ask those four ques-

tions, plus all your other key criteria.
Youll see why the clear choice is

Samna—at companies like AT&T,
General Mators, Liberty Mutual, |
Anheuser-Busch and Chemical
Bank. At government agencies
like MASA, the Scoret Serviee,
the U.S. Army, the US. Air

. Force, the Executive (ffice of the President and United
I\az-on_ Inrernarional. At instinutes of higher learning,
such as the University of Texas and the Um»ers:t’y of
Coloredo. And at businesses of all sizes, inicluding health
organizations and law frms. ed i

These organizations wanted to loo: on ;o
So their evalyators took a lo h'ax.d-nqged look E?PE
Samna They found an unrivaled combination of power,
productivity, versatility and ease of use. And they found
outt.-_udmt EEH'*U}JPOI’T.' tailosed fora corporate clientele.

Corporate-(lase Word Pmce&amg,
When you select Samna, you've made 2n impeccable

hoice sure to please everyone who produces the
company’s documents— from rmemos to manuals,
For the casual user, Samna is a pleasure to
work with For the “powet” user. it’s sheer bliss.
Here's why. Samma word processors
have the power to int e text with
graphics. To preview the printed page.
To d.u;r_zv two documents at once. To
ecat, Cplay and move c,o]umnshTo
rocess forms, merge files, enate
py--ards and mark revisions. To man-
. 2ge your printers, fonts and print-
“wheels To type, edit and display
equations. Ard to find dozens
of shart cut= for producing
long documents.
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5. Instal § another. " Windows applications permits  However, deletions done with If you mﬂ.na,gt 10 get through _]Llsl 1] buy it for ‘Write. 'Hon
much as *  But the absence of on-line substantial easeOf-use benefils. the Delete key cannot be un- o the right support. £roup at ever, as part of a sys‘lcm‘ no
ialaser | Delp and the substantial Where fonts constitute asericus  done. Moreover, the program’s - Microsoft, technical support is ather exccutive word prodessing
coupio . compiexity of the Windows ¢n-  issue, Write bas no equal in this  complexity can lead 1o inadver-  finc. The technicians arc knowl program will be required juniess
itered i | vironment limit Write’s case of  group for fast, effective, and  tent errors by misunderstanding  cdgeable, helpful, and willing 1o - you specifically demand a spell-
or users lcarning. Geoerally, the pro- simple management We rate  whers you are in the various  spend time with your problem. ing « checker or mail merge.
learning gram opcratcs logically and sim-  case of use very good. open  windows. Noagetheless, Technical suppont cams a good  Windows- Write is a'very good
10 min-; . ply, facilitated by mousc oper- Wrile has a vanety of waysto  Windows gracefully handles er-  rating. value. !
of sim- - ation with ps.d}-omm:nusand protect user data, including rors i general. We rate error The valac of Wntl: on an’ 5 : !
yws the *» other convemences. We rate backup ﬁic grueration on sav-  handling good. individual ha.s:s is difficult to- : T
N i case of lcarning good. ing,-warnings when closing an Unlimited 1elephone support = assess, s:m:e it comes as pant of PC TYPE-PLES
indows - - Momover, increased famil- unsaved file, and being able 1o is provided on a regular line.  the $99 Windows operaling en- . ——
nsfer of iarity with the Windows systcm, retrieve data from a Delete,  Support policies carn a satisfac- + vironment ($195 for \\ﬁnduwsf uttonware’s PC Type is a
dule ‘10 oompﬁmioqmograms.mdothcf Move, or Copy command. toryscorc. 386). Windows costs too much Biow-pricéd shareware pro-
f gram. At about $69.95 for the
e whole package including a one-
; year support, plan, the program
; is autractively priced.
But that's not all: Samna word processors scattered amo man} dncumenis" How can you find mnﬁ: u;‘;ﬁf‘}::,.;,i‘l‘?{; *?f)l::
also include a five-function math mode. A built- somethi ed or “lost” on a large system | when you offers fast editing, strong capa-

i
H
P
&

in thesaurus with 1,400,000 word alternatives.
And an 80,000-#ord dictionary, with optional
dictionaries availahle for
ﬁ ]ag?l and medi- (i
Pm ES}QB—S\- #" '
Samna Plus
IV, our top-of-
the-line prod-
uct available )
for both DOS -~ - .
and UNIX users, offers even more: A bu.lh -in, full-text
retrieval system and 2 built-in spreadsheet system. If
vou need an outs business graphics system,
Samna Decision Graphics is a powerful option.

Samnpa Speaks DOS And UNIX

I youro ton has a mix of DOS, UNIX, single
users, mﬁ
you need Samns -

Because Samna is the first full-featured word

mh_‘ﬂqﬁhg::u’b’):l—wllﬂlﬂ*l—udu._.‘!& Fhether you'r
i:l:illlbnr:\m_, - % oot wirk intsgruied grephics. . . 3 lomd docknenr | Sy
l‘sr“a;\*m;\:vhcm‘ﬁ s e

pft)cc:isor available for D{JS anrd most UNIX environ-

ments and models. including SCO XENIX, AT&T, NCR
Tower, UNISYS, IBM RT 'PC, Convergent Technologies
and 386 UNIX systems. So now; for the first time, UNIX

users ¢an enjoy the aamef'fn_.h—ﬂ =nd features so popular
with DOSusers. In fzet. anyone trained on Samna can
easily switch batwean the UNIX and DOS products,
with identical files and command kevatrokes.

Both products give you the ahility to retrieve any
text from any file—anywhere on the disk. And both are
rich with desktop publishing features. Such as flawless
integration of your words with scanned pictures, charts.
Erap}band, mbc].....dlrplzv and printing of up to 10
sideby-side columns. . .and sophisticated print functions
to get your words and images on paper quickly and
beauhﬁ.lﬁ_v

Howi To Find Nugzets Of Information.

Finding information can be just as important as writing
pow documents. Particulardy ina mult-person network.
But how can you uncover all references to 2 topic

ti-user systems and shared-resource networks,

can’t erermme the document's title, directory, file
name or date written?

The answer is WordBaseManager, the full-text
retrieval system built into Samna Plus IV. What-
ever the subject matter—3 name, a phrase, a date,
a reference number, an)"thmg—)ﬂu can find all

OCCUTTences in mere seconds. Then review
each reference, editing as you go.
; Suddenly, a'disk full of files becomes a
: research library. Youll find dozens of nifty
uses. Exzmp!es To compile a report from diverse

sources. To purge outdated files. To search personnel files |
for s %ﬁ;mnom. To unearth favorite phrases in '~

past letters. To find obscure facts buried in reams of iegal
depositions. In short, to find the proverbial “needle in
a haystack”

Leveling The Learning Curve.

In any organization, turnover is a costly fact of life. As
vou know, the cost is magnified if new employees must
learn a cumbersame word processor mth hundreds of
cryptic commands to memorize.

Samna helps the new user make a smooth, comfort-

able transition to full productivity. With 2 learning curve

that's mercifully short. And gentle, too. |

Samna word processors have “one cfthe easiest
command structures we have ever seen, according to
a respected software reviewer. The secrets:
10 friendly function keys. Logical, intuitive
commands, Excellent screen prompts. And
an empath} for touch typing.

{ew users can easily learn Samna on -
th»u- own, thanks to excellent training aids
and context-sensitive help screens. But |
many companies prefer personalized in- |
struction Eﬁ our on-staff trainers, who
conduct classes at your offices or at
one of our nationwide training centers.

| Get In Touch With Sanﬁa

There’s much mare to the Samna story. More features.
More value and productivity. More training ( choose from
eight classes). \'Fom face-to-face support (one of the larg-
est fleld sales and service teams in our industry).

To get the full story, ask for our free brochure,*75 -
Reasons to Use Samna’” It's the first step in answering
your touﬂlest questions: ;

SAIMMNA

Get tough.Then get in touch with Samna.

Semna Corporetion, 3000 Glenridge Drive, Atlanta, GA 30342
800-831-9679  404-851-0007

_;Lw_“::,-‘flz ﬂh?ndhhﬁz h=tir|l P TV W_!ﬁ-{w G'q)mm_‘_“&w:.'h— ATET LNLX: Eﬁlmﬂ'b—r m

bilities for text ‘manipulation
through - block controls, and
multifile editing. In addition,
the program supports a uschul
mail-merge facility — the
Buttonware file manager — that -
works cspecially we!l with PC-

| File. .

A host of fcatures mnmbules
to the utility of PC Type.
including sorting with multiple
keys, newsletter columns, and a
nifty alignment facility that lincs
up columns on any particular
character (dot. comma. etc.).
Unfortunately, printer suppont
is less effective than . editing
capabilitics. Users of the Unix vi
-editor will find many similar-
ities with this product.

For users with heavy corre-
spondence needs, PC Type cuts,
copies, and pastes text with a
vengeance. At least five different
ways of handling blocks and cut
and paste exist, including the
useful rectangle or column
block and move. A wide range
of cursor move commands fa-
cilitate editing. ‘The versatile
Search command is case-sensi-
tive, a!lhough the Replace com- |
mand is not.

The program sets tabs any-
where on the line but does not
suppon decimal| 1abs directly;
you must align’ ‘columns on
decimal points after they are
typed by blocking the column
and choosing the;alignmenl.

[ PRODUCT SUMMARY
PG TYPE PLUS

Company: Buttonware Inc..
:| P.O. Box 85058, Bellevue, WA
| 98009; (206) 454-0479. ;

- List Price: $692.95. : ;
Requlres: IBM PC or compat- |-
|| ible; MS/PC-DOS 2.0; 256K of
RAM; one floppy drive. 2

AR TR

| Pros: Strong editing capabili: |-
| bes; strong mail merge and |
- compatibility with PC-File; tica |.
fine and box drawing; sorti
'| and addition of columns avail- |

able. ]

| Conu:Modest printer suuwrl
no proportionally spaced fonts;

A limited oompaﬂblcry and speil- |-
‘| ing checker: unacceplabisup- |
port poiicies. 1
A strong editor |

 ScremnmryT
| and basic comaspondance ma- | ||
2 china, medosemtegrabm of A

e
]
;
:

| iaser printer support is minimal. ||

T
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The system date and time: may be
~ inserted and headers and footers are
supported.  Up 10 10 files, memory
- permifting, may be open at a time. .
Mcmory limits are difficult 1o specify.
With about 400K of free memory we
- could get about 120K of document in
memory, but we did not have any of the
program s special memony-using features
implemnenied. There are 10 keyboard
macros: Given its strong editing capabili-
e, we rale mrrcspondmce very good.
The spelling checker is appropriately
named a “fault finder.” It doesn't comect
anything or suggest allcrnatives, but docs
-find all words that don't match its list.
When it reaches a msmatch during a
check, it stops and waiis for you-to
correct it. Words added by users become
part of the 100.000-word . dictionary.
Given its large dictionary and bauc
OpeTaLion, we rale sp:[lmg checlkang
satisfactory. x
Mail merging operales much like
Wordstar with some improvements and

vanations. It is especially effective with
PC-File data, but also works well with
comma-delimited files such asthosc used
i Wordstar's mail merge or by programs
such as Dbase. Conditional selection of
records 10.be merged 1s possible. Given
the many options for producing form
Ictiers, and the companion  program
supplied with PC Type Plus [or
aulomating mailing label production, we
rate mail merge excellent :
While you can control a vanety of

. typefaces and sizes, printer support for

fonts and siyles is at best adequate. A
oumber of printers arc supported, but
there is no laser printer control. New
printers can be integrated into PC Type
with:relative sase, assuming you under-
stand prinitr conimi commands. but no
microspacing. proportional spacing. or
Justified proportional spacing is avail-
able. ‘We can rate fonts and styles no
higher than satisfaciory.

Graphics intcgration is limited, since
10 graphics files from programs such as

needed

Lotus 1-2-3 can be included. although
character graphics and a rather nice line
and box drawing facility are provided.
We must rate graphics poor.

Speed 1&51s turmed out adequatelv,

with editing speed much better than
reformatting and spelling checking. both
of which are cxtremely slow. We rate
speed satisfactory.

PC Type does not import any stan-
dard file types other than ASCII and its -

own formats. Neither Wordstar nor
DCA/RFT is included, although the mail
merge facility handles PC-File, PC-Style,
PC-Label, and Wordstar mail merge
formats, as well as any other comma
delimited files. We rate compatibility

poor.
The PC Type manual is a model of
compressed lvpo-g:raphy using t:.-x)cw“l:_r

* fonts.'Everything is there: The manual is

well-indexed and there are a vaniety of
organizational aids helping users find
information. However, the
crowded design and poor typeface make

EXECUTIVE WORD PROCESSORS @ INFOWORLD BENCHMARKS

Poc Exey
Word B
1D

Disphoyurite | BS Wisdews
jrt Write
100 21

M Trps
s

a3 Professionsl
Write Write -
200

15

=1.0 20

=10

25

2.0

=10

§5

45

7.0

40

2.0

20

nat

4.5

30

390

230

210 595

as

2.0 45

20

35 20

1.5

40 20

15

<10 55

. 370

.0 niat

. Al s in sgoonas.

ﬂmMmrMB&h Mokl Y [EAOKC of RULML, Eﬁum:wﬁl)’ﬂd&k

*Dess ot import DCA

i *Doss not mport DCA. A secarpte 1oty & avalishie fom Te vencey T will pariorm T Fansaaen.
1} Conded roil glemby sher ruter, Each section T o be shered incheumby

i y BT BT Y e

T

E\ECDTIV{L WORD PROCESSORS e I\JFOWORLD BE\TCHMARKS

A
Write Texirs

52

Webstor's Baw Weord Porfoct
Werld Writer N Exocytive
1.0 1.0

=<1.0

20 <10

10

35 25 °

=1.0

20 25

1.0

2.0 8.5

néal

nfat nja!

=1.0 =10

4.0 15

295 70 § 275

23.0

1.5 595 14.0

5.0 7.

<1.0 <1.0 <10

40 153

<1.0 =10

<1.0°¢

50 1.8

25 <1.0 15

£0

= ! i

P — |

20.0 200 35.0

330

Al Berest T SCrrcE

At conusied O B BT EBRCAT oel S39 (540K of RAR, EGA) with 2 S0-megatyye hard diss

Do s Fpoer DOAL

Fones not Fopon DO A senaree ity 5 mtr*evwmmﬂwb—:-rm
Aot pot oty e . Eac secion Fad 0 he atered ndvcualy.
ACigeay e g Sorm 0 B hatiten redusred anly 20 seconcs

rcacusly

Toach paragrach ha o e Teirmed
mmmlﬂw

“it something of a struggle to

- and discussed completely in the

' word processing system. PC

sban for:
needed information, Emmplcf-
quent and helpful. :
Onéscreen information is m Jssi\'Li\
available. Tt is possiblé 1o - 3{.! the
equiva!mi of the manual's instructions
on disk, ‘although some of the screen
displays-are cluttered and slightly diffi- -
cull 1o read. Error messages are extensive.
manudl, -
We rate documentation very good. :
PC Type is casy to install and|run. In
under an hour. vou ¢an work through the’
tutorial and be up and running. Another
hour or two will be sufficient 1o _begin
wrklng on simple tasks, assuming vour
printer.is defined by PC Type. Otherwise,
1t will take several'more hours talbe fully
up'and running. The screen stal k:s lines
use 3 number of cryplic command
desctiptions which, for the leamer, often
mystify more: than explain: Thelan-line
help tells what they are afl :lbuul but it
slows learning to have to keep reférring to
the help system 10 interpret| the menu
choices. Given the good mnnu:ll'and full -
on-screen  help systcm we :41c-:..u.c ‘of
leaming good. !
. For the experienced uscr, the help
system offers a wonderful alternative to

- the manual. However, the occasionally’

slow operation, absence of strong printer
suppori. and clur“lsy bpci]:nguchcckcr
reduce the ease of use somcwhat We rate
ease of use,good.

PC Type has an undo lhat prulccls
angsl the loss of up. g 10 flines of
deleted or removed text. The program
has no automatic timed backup! but will
automatically. create a backup: file on
exiting. We rate error handhngls:ll:sfac-
tory. 1

There, is no warranty supplied with
this product, although there is g_‘l)—day
money-back guarantee. Bullonware tries
to solve problems encountered for regis-
tered users who bought annual support.
contracts. With a suppont subscription,
users have access to unlimited technical
support and 3 BBS that operates in the .
evening hours on the same phone line.

" Specidl purchase arrangements 'exist-for

schools,  students, . and other.| groups

willing 1o support the product them-

selves. According o our cn'ler;in how-
ever, ‘we must rate support | policies
unaceeptable due to the lack oficost-free

vendor support. Bear.in mind, however

- that the cost of this packagc wlth paid

sppport is fower than the remtl ‘price of
many comparable packngcs wtmse sup-
port costs are built into the pnc"
Technical sipport was hclpful and
able 1o provide technically informed and
correct - answers 10 our quesllons, and
their service was miore than adequate.

- We rate technical support good

At §69.93, including a one- -year sup-
port plan, PC Typeis a very guod value
Most comparable to PC Write in this
grotip. PC Type thas the advén:agc of

 being somewhat easier 1o use and leamn

and has the dllsadvamagc of semewhat
less powerful printer support. |

PC WRITE, VERSION 2.71

C. Write  is -an -anomaly in  the

executive - word processing . class.
Where other packages make great efforts
10 coddle the user and hide program,
operations and technicalities behind a'
plethora of menus and help screens, PC
Write 1akes glory in displaying the nuts
and bolts of word uroccssmg More a.
collection of word tools than an executive
“{me offers
a powerful, fast, effective, flexible, and
remarkably inexpensive alternative to
the sleek. -elegant  likes of O&A  or

are fre- o
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© Professional Write.

“PC Write is a shareware program, and
users register copies-for $89. Using this
system of low-overhead marketing, the
vendor has achieved remarkable success

- by virtue of a solid, powerful productata

very competitive price.
" Composcd of two main modulesand a
. number. of auxiliary support programs,

"~ PC Write wogks through: an | editor

program where you- type in, revise,

-~ format, and-in general prepare. your

. document. Then from within the main
“editor, you-access the printer program,
which completes formatting and prepa-
ration and prints the document. Thisisa
more seamless integratign than in earlier
* versions of PC Write~ The resulting
system now offers tremendous power and
flexibility. T
. The features available in PC Wiite
scem endless. - Using function  keys,
- menus, and Wordstarcompatible control
-keys, PC Write permits an-infinitely
flexible keyboard. Phrdses, keystrokes,
or.anything else can be assigned 10
different keys; scientific or foreign lan-
guage characters can be entered with two-
keystroke combinations; line drawing
characters appear easily with their special
keys; and a sticky shift allows single-
finger- typing (type shift, and it stays
shifted until after the next character).

Two editing windows on the same or
different documents, combined with
block moves and copies, facilitate heavy
editing chores. -

With all its features, PC Write suffers
from a few minor drawbacks in its fea-
ture list. For example, it can  edit
documents of no more that 60,000 char-
acters, which is about 40 double-spaced
pages (which should be plenty for execu-
tive use; Version 3.0 will abolish the
limit), and no’ graphics can be included
except for providing space for images.
Nonetheless, compared with the other
products, PC "Write  clearly wins ‘the
features race. A strong, solid performer,
PC Write offers fast and powerful editing.

‘Basic correspondence worked reason-
ably well. Cursor movement is slow, and
while there are many powerful cursor

features, they require more keystrokes |

than others in this group. Search and
replace is full-featured, maintains capi-
talization, and will even ‘‘unreplace”
text. Tabs are redefinable, and margins
can be set in-a variety of units. Custom-
ization is achieved 'through a flexible
macro capability. The status line does
not include page or line oumbers but
shows the percent of the document up to
the cursor location. Footnoting, headers/
footers, and numbering of many kinds
are supported as well'as a host of page

PRODUCT SUMMARY

P WRITE

VERSION 2.71 -

Company: Quicksoft Inc., 218 First Ave.
N., NoJ 224, Seattle, WA 58108; (208)
282-0452, (B00) 632-8088. it

List Price: SB9.

Requiras: [BM PG or compatitie;” ME/
PC-DOS 2.0; 256K of RAM; one fioppy
drive.

Pros: Poweriul features and nice perior-
mance; wide - applicability, excefient
adaptability; #treng printer support.
Cons: Compéex and harder (o jeam than
| most; smal-document-size capedty; ==
arate” editpe and  penterfformatter; no
graphics:

Summary: Not for casual users end
somewhat Ldifficult to-leam, BC Wrie
offers unparalleled combination of power,
sophistication, malkeabiity, and functon-
ality at an uuesually low price. PC-Write

layout options. The system date can be
insetted. We raie correspondence good-

*  The program can check speliing glob-
ally with its $0.000-word dictionary by
stopping on each suspect word, or by
automatically beeping when you type an
unknown word. Searching for words can
be slow, and several kevs are required to
dispose of a misspelling. The small
dictionary means that the suggestions for
misspelled words arc often poor. PC

Write docs not ignore words throughout -

the document, although it will siap them.
Spelling checking is rated sadsfactory.
The mail-merge fzality reformats

paragraphs with the proper Instructions.

Data cad be merged into a lemplate, and
a template can hawve space for prompied
user-input. The outpul document can be
edited. We rate mail'merping good. -
PC Writc offcrs a variety of fonts and

1akes several sicps 1o

. the speediest

siyles, including propor-
tionally speced fonts — all

THA) T LS R

can be mixed on the syme
line. 1aserjet fonis can be
uscd, although the process
is cumbersome. and it

R

it
et itution
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A, T

B . :
Al mocmde b gt wnd dhaad
18 & Flatisly sisdane

adapt fonts for the Laser-

jet formal. The program
offers some Postscripl sup-
porl. Fonts gnd styles
score good.

Thére 15 1o graphics

support.

Spead. a special
strength of this program,
rates exceilent 1t is easily

Dac Fasy Word Il offers four windaws 1o show dilfarant
documants,or multiple copias of tha sama document.

performer. 5
Compstitality, coaversely, is poo

since PC Wnite ooly translates ASCIT A

DCA/RFT transiator is avadable as an

option {$79).
PC Write ‘includes comprehensive,
weil-written, and descriptive documenta-

3.0, a major upgrade, is due in October.

- word processing
in their spare time.
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Frusals

printers. Informaton on
laser printers is especially
good with valuable infor-
mation and advice.
On-line help includes a
series of fullccresn dis
plays cavering major-top-
is and features with ‘a
grod indea. Designed
provide shorthand @ re-
minders rather than com-
prehensive  instruction.
the help screens achieve
their purpose, but some-

Part of 1BMs Assisiant series, Displaywrite Assistant alfers
. convenienl ediing leanres ond menus.

what more detailed on-
line  help would “be
appreciated. Error mess

tion. A pnmer manuai describes how PC
Wrile 1akes advaniage of the various
features of a wide range of sophisticated

sages art informative. We
“rate the program’s documentation very

good.

P Write 13 easy 1o install and setup, ©

“taking aboul. 30 minutes. However,
gcltmg 10 an acceptable level of begin-
nmg use is somcthing elsc again. Far
niovice users, PC Write is a challenge for
anything beyond simple correspondence.
The immense range of possibilities and
the infinite maileability of 1his program
delays learning while users son through
options and setile on things they need 1o
know. About two or three hours of work
will be required 1o gettoa beginning level
of competency and several days are
necessary 1o achieve a reasonable level of
mastery. Compared 10 programs such as
Q&A. Professional Write, and Webster's,
this is a difTicult program 10 learn; as a
result we rale its ease of leaming no
higher than satisfactory. !

In spitc of a great deal of flexibility
and power. some characteristics of the
Program  may  ¢ause. SOme  users

(Can Professional Write
significantly reduce the
time and cost of your
training and suppor[‘? Call

1-408-848-4391 Operator
#60 for a free frial disk.

Truth is.the bestbusiness
people have the least spare (ime.
So Professional Write 2.0 was
designed 10 get them Up 2nd run-
ning immediately.

Professional Write 2.0 has all
the festuras managers demand,
and saves them the frusiration of
ie_zmrtg programs desigaed for
full-time tvpists.

Our learning process
speeds up the word process.

Anvena can learn Professional
Writeina mup}e ofhours. The
sgreenis 2z familiar s a plece of
peper. Pull down memies and anen-
line mantiz! means therss nothing
10 memorize. Gur inlléw-along
uiorialis \m'up_n inplein
ST DI
izoneoith

New Version 2.0

It all ensures that your managers
spend their time managing.
instead of asking for help.
We're the most compatible
with your secretaries.

\iz gave Professional Write
the most extensive and direct
eonnections with the ether soft-
ware standards in your office.

" Noother program does it so easily.
Professional Write has built-in
compatibility with MultiMate™
WordPerfect? Microsoft Word™
WordStarT Wang™PC,DCA.and
ASCI. You can directlv import
Lotus 1-2-3™worksheets without
rervping: include a chart from
Harvard Graphics when printing;
| “and maii merge quickly with
dBase [II* [iles.

Ve give your printers

the perfect set-up.

Now using multiple fones with
an HP Laser Jet” Apple LaserWriter, ™
PostScript™ or HP DeskJet™isas
simple a5 underlining And printer
support has never been easier.
because Professional Write is pre-
configurad for quick installation.

We have a fast new way

to find your documents.

1ou no longer have to spend

your v2luable time hunting down
ftles. Qur new Flle-Finder searches
Tarough the actual text of a/f your
Professional Write files o find anv
words or phirase, and will cell up
the appropriate document.Well
alsp give vou sorted lists of files,
and the option to identify your
files with summary deseriptions.

S e O, S, T AT S et s DA TR TTE

Theres more to our :
feature story.

We know what managers need
fromva word pracessor. That's why
Professional Write offers speed
kevs, macros, and column-maoye.

An integrated spelling checker,
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thesaurus, an-screen Lakulamr
and audre;s Dook are only 8 key-
stroke away.\We also support all
the popular networks.

Put time on your side.
Call1-408-848-4391,
- Operator *60
for a free trial disk.
PFS: Professional Write and PFS:
Write owners Cail 1-800-235-5550
for upgrade information.

TSOFTWARE
L PUBLISHING

The designers of PFS,

d:ﬂ'tcull\ PC Wnie doc:. not d}n.nmu..:l—
Iy paginate, rcqumng 2-SCparale opera-
tion o repaginate 1he file so Dage breaks:
can beseen correctly after editing 1t isn't-
necessary-10 see the page breaks on screen
since the print formatting program will’
aulomatically paginate the file lat prnt

-time. Oth‘.rs may find that the complis

cated codes in the document 1o accom-
plish some functions can be confusing,
Footnotes. footers and headers:index
entries, and - similar features [can  be
implemented  through  dot “tommands.
placed in the text and acted‘on when the'
file gocs through the printer program.
PC Write offers a remarkable opportu-
nity 10 fine-tunc editing and printing o
match the exact needs and preferences of -
each user. However, in the context of
executive word prcce{surs, vase ol useisd |
critical “ factor.  For 'the. ‘occasional- of -
executive user, the advanced features are
of limited use: for this reason. we can rate
PC Write’s case of use no htger than

| satisfactory.

PC Write automatically creates back-
up files when beginning and concluding
editing, preserving multiple editions of a
file. An unreplace command will search
and-undo the most recent replace. Other
routine errors are handled well. We rate
error handling satisfactory.

PC Write offers a 90-day money- -back
guarantec for users who have fully
registered the product. In addition, new
users- get one _year “of “support ‘after
registering and paying the fee {(program
purchase price). Additional years of
support cost $20/$35 depending on
whether program: updates arc supplied.
Registered uscrs reccive a free newsleiter.
No support is provided without a regis-
tration number except for installation
advice and help on printing the tutoral
(which requires no sophisticated printing

techniques). We rate support policies
very good. itk
Technical support  personnel = were

well-informed and  provided 'us with
more than enough help. Our calls about
font support for Laserjet printers, were
answered completely. We rate technical
support good.

A shareware product, PC Wme Js as
inexpensive as any execulive word pro-
cessor reviewed here. However, the kind
of casual user typical of this category will
find a steep learning curve here, On the
other hand, PC Write is more: powerful
than most of the produéts:in this group,
yet it lacks the advanced corporate word
processor features thit have become
popular at the high end. PC Write might
fit best into (a third category, which we
could dub personal word processors. This
category’s adherents use the products
often enough 10 be over the léarning
curve and to appreciale thc power, ycl
they don’t regularly pmduce sophisticat-
ed output for others. Programmers and
freelance writers arc two cxamples of
users, and Wardstar 4 is ; '}L example
of the type. As an executive word
processor, PO Write doesn’t rate as well
overall’ as| its remarkably high ‘market

_share might lead ope to predict. Never-

theless, users who like lots of power at a
good price, don't mind  the toolkit |
approach, aren’t afraid of the leaming
curve, and have no real need ta incorpo-
rate graphics or talk DXCA, will find this
powerful, low-priced W\ord processor a
very good value. :

mfmllmu wlm
VERSION 2.

rofessional Write holds the ease of usc
championship title. Its menus are
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- clean and effective, features rea:

sonably. complete, and on-line

-, help very useful, It is a fast word

. processor, ‘editing qmckjy with

" snappy operation. This is per-

haps- the paradigm _executive
word processor. | :

. Professional " Write quickly

- performs normal editing and

formatting commands. It can
calculate - sums and averages
from. numbers on-screen or
typed into a cileulator and place

the results anywhere in the
: ¥ :

document, and it imporis
spreadsheets directly from Pro-
fessional Plan and Lotus 1-2-3
files, taking in either the whole
worksheet or a specific range.
On comespondence  tasks
Professional Write 2.0 did very
well overall. Cursor movement
is ‘clean and obvious. Cut/copy
and paste handles regular blocks
and rectangular or column
blocks, and search and replace
maintaing. capitalization. Tabs
permit global redefinition and

the status line indicates page and

line numbers. There is a useful
keystroke macro facility, al-
though it does not nest or call

other macros. We rate corre-

spondence very good.

The spelling-checker is rated
good with 77,000 words and a
substantial user-definable die-
tionary. The checker operates
smoothly, includes a synonym

finder, and offers good choices.

for misspelled words.
Mail merge includes both

standard data file formats such
a5 Dbase and comma delimited
ASCII as well as the specialized
Professional Write Address
Book format. The Address
Book — a fixed field and
format address file manager —
offers quick, effective mail list
management for files of up to
2,000 records. The process for
searching, selecting, and sorting
records 15 sophisticated, and the

system automatically reformats
‘text when necessary. It does not

Systat.

ecause other statlstlcs and
gmphtcs packages are not enough.

Systat now offers more stattstlcal graphlcs than any'other PCor: -~
~ mainframe package. And we still give you Iess bufk Wlﬂ'l more staUStlcs..

= 'Il-!

ml'lne. lem

dlmcnﬂo;tﬁlypll'unu. e

Data Management Imporyexport Lotus, dBass, and UIF
files Full screen dete editor Full screen text adi

sdml_'_- Llrllimltad

and g liable sef i

Tha foHewl
Inc. us-nr':'g aof MIM‘I Inc., Ml:]nthh of Apph
VAX of Digltsl Equipmant CBMrﬂl

trademarks; CR/M' af

Systat npo.rllal on IBM PCs snd compatibles, MS-DOS anid C‘FIM
seversl UNIX. minicomputers, ani the VAX/Microvax..

Menwwindowsd Macintosh version also available: Singls copy:price °
$705 USA and Canads, $805 Farsign. Site’ Ilnomu. quululwnrlm W
and training uminnrimlunu. No rm rar uemml wppm.

Far mora lr\inrmltlon call 312 anmu arwﬂte S)'Httl !nm
1800 Sharman Avanue, Ennunn IL 80201 |

il Riosaarch, Ine. |BM BC of IBM. -
npmrimumlulﬂ& o

Systat. Intelligent software. ﬁ_- |

allow user prompis or condi-
tional merges from Professional -
Write itsclf (outside the sclection
from the address honk) We rate
mail merge good.

Quite strong on font and laser
printer support, | Professional
erte SPOrts easy pnnler selup

and font selection. There is

Postscript support, and ade-
quate support for Laserjet soft
fonts will be enhanced by addi-
tional fonts in-the future, ac-
cording to the technical suppon
staff. The ‘program’s font
routines handled justified, pro-
portionally spaced text correctly
and different sized proportional-
ly spaced fonts on the same line
caused no 'difficulties. The pro-
gram downloads fonts to the
printer if requested, a significant
-advantage, and you can change
fonts in a document.
Professional Write only has
one rulen line measured in 10
units per (inch, exactly right for
pica -fixefd-space type but not
very helpful for other fonts.
When you specify another font,
what you see on the screen isn't
what appears on paper. There is
no preview capability. Either
you have to figure out how to

-| adjustthe margin settings on the

ruler to handle the differences,
or in the case of proportionally
spaced fonts you need to test-

-print the document to discover

line and page breaks. This defect
is shared with many other exec-
utive word processors and is a
shortcoming of any product
supporting proportionally
spaced type. In general, how-
ever, fonts and styles were han-
dled nicely, and advantages such
as the Postscript support and the
capability to switch fonts in a
document boost the score to
good.

Professional Write.can, print
graphs at print time from PFS
products and the Harvard sys-

i i

-| RAM; two floppy drives (hard
“| drive wwrmmnued for using

Mlh!onlprlnm‘ig nice features |
-| =8t strong mall merge and |-

i} fective editing and menu sys- :
| Cons: Test prints required to ||
.| spaced fonts: rigid fix

|| Sumamary: Rrofessional Wite |
i| offers a g‘sat:\rmue to
| matting nepds, | significant
L] auirements. Good [font man- ||’
] agement makes ‘this a good ||
;| choice where laser [

il usad. This top pack
i nwdeisxeu.ﬂivepﬂ;:gran,

g -‘?RODUCT SUMMARY 1
PROFESSIONAL
WRITE

L
VERSION 2.00
| Company: Software Publish- i
ing Comp., ‘P.O. Box 7210,
1 1801 Landlngs Drive, Mountaln
View, CA 9403%; (415) 962-
8910. -
List Price: $199.
‘| Regquires: IBM PG or compa
ible; MS/PC-DOS 2.0; 512K of

| fonts).

address fie management; ef- |:
e with useful on-iine heip.
| see affect of pmporuoneir ;|

mﬂbﬁﬁeilmﬂs

executives with’ modest for- ||

address file re- |2 |

nters are |.|
is tha

|
A e T e
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Write's g

ol interface focilitates ifs use os
part of rhe Ma'cmmﬁ Windows operafing environment.

PC Type offers fasr editing, strong text manipulation
through block controls, und multifile editing.

PC Writa's on-line help includes a séres of fuil-screer
displays with shorthdnd remindars on mojer fecrures.

tem pmduc:s, but not Lotus 1-2-3

graphs. The graphic format is fixed by :
whatever the mnm‘bunng program pro-

onrdmstﬂournewmdnrds,am

satisfactory.

Professional Write did better than
average in speed, although its export
ASCII score was marginally slower than
some others. We rate speed good.

Compatibility rates an excellent score
as Professional Write imports and
exports ASCII, spreadsheet, database,
and many other file formats. uments
in many formats are automatically con-
verted when brought into Professional

Write and can be saved in different

- formats including an encrypted, pass-

- word protected format.

Profcssional  Write comes with a
spiral-bound manual with a good index
and clear explanations. A small printer
booklet outlinies the special characteris-
tics and capabilities of supported print-
ers. The on-line documentation is useful
with a helpful index of functions and
o itive help ns. While the
on-line index could be more comprehen-
sive, the error messages are informative,
and we ratefdocumentation good.:

mssymmlsamnchmlm The

neat and simple menus, the clearcut
‘installation’ and font selection,

and the useful on-line help all flatten out
the learning curve. Users can have this
-product. running and producing basic
correspondence i in less than an hour. We
rate ease of

Within the limits of its f:amrﬁ,
Professional Write is easy to use. ‘Within
a few hours users can have command of
the functions, although some of the data
manipulation possibilities in mail merge
may take longer. Files are limited to
approximately 90 double-spaced- pages
on a 640K machine.

. Anextremely easy-to-use product that
is partiaily limited by the lack of on-
screen line and page break display for
proportionaily spaced fonts, Professional
Write’s ease of use is very good.

Error handling is basic. You ¢an use
the cut and paste features to retrieve
recent deletions, ‘but there is no Undo
command. We rate error handling satis-
factory.

There is unhm:tod telephone support
on a regular telephone line and fax
support for oui-t:wi'-ecu.mtrg,r users. A free
newsletter is sent to registered users, and
there - is  bulletin - board support. on
Compuserve. | In general “Professional
Write's suppoft policies rate good. -

Our interaction with Professional
Write's technical support staff’ showed

reasonably quick response (only one busy

- signal). The answers to our guestions
were correct and very complete. Tech
support agreed to put each item we asked
about on their requested enhancement
list and then asked us how many busy
signals we had received and how long

we'd been put on hold, This is gmauy :

improved since our June 6 review, when
we had difficulty getting. through to

' support. Service was impressive, and we

rate technical support very good.
At $199 Professional Write r:prmnm
a strong mmplmenr. of features for an
ve word p The
great address book feature, stmn; sup-
port of mailing list types and multiple file -
formats, plus the ease of learning and use
gll combine to carn a very good 'value
rating. i

~ Q&A WRITE,
. VERSION 1.81

mc.k,grwaﬁ.li and effective descn'be.s
this wo processor cxtmctﬂd and
hanced from the pop Q&A inte-|
gratad datahase{wmd pmeﬁmg pm—

Eqmpped with the normal nomple-
ment of editing commands, Q&A hasa |
particularly graceful set of menus and |

1 key It has a counti
feature that disp! & count.of wcrds.
lines, -und ; . Q&A can print |

(but not display) up lo eight snaking |
Second only to |

newspeper columns.
Professional Write, Q&A is 3  high-
quality; all-around executive word pro-
cessor capable of handling most any
high-level word processing demands. |

Corrwpondence performed bmcn.l]y
well in our tests. Cursor mo

" the suggested alternatives

spacing. Actual spacing shows up when

-printed, not on-screen. Q&A supports

decimal tabs and a date command inserts
the system date at printing. The macro
command is versatile and easy 10 use,
and editable macros can be of any length,

use any keystrokes, and can be saved for
use irfother documents. We rate corre--

spondence satisfactory.

- Q&A's.100,000-word spelling checker,

is quick and intuitive, Options to ignore
and continue, add words to dictionary,
and the like are well-implemented and
are very
helpful. The speller will also detect

duplicate words, A thesaurus is available’

optionally for $49.95. We rate spelling
checking good.

Mail merge works from a card file

database, performing basic functions
without difficulty, and reformatting
paragraphs with the merged information.
The card system hold up to 1,000 records
with 2,000 characters per record and 240
characters per field. It allows more

flexibility than older mail merge systems.

and Q&A needs no field sepamators.

| Fields arc called by name and conditions

-are provided through card-file search and
select functions. Q&A Write imports and
exports Dhase, ASCII, and comma and
carriage- delimited files, We mate mail
merge very good..

_Font choices for printing can be set in

\ the document with more than one font
| permitted on the page. Bold, underline,
-and italics ard included, and pitch can be

sel . at several sizes or through the
selection of a specific font Q&A sup-
ports many HP Laserjet and proportion-
ally spaccd fonts, but for some roason
supports only the {U.S. ASCII set and net
the Roman-8, which means that forsign
language characters arc not available
through. Q&A in proportionally spaced
fonts. You can get them 1o display on the
screen but they pnnt as blanks. aven
though the font in your printer has the
characters.

The screen display doesn’t show how
line and page breaks will fall at pont
time, it simply shows text as if it were
printed mono-spaced with a regular chite
or pica font. When you pont the
document, the proportional-space
formatter takes over and produces fine
copy, although the page and line breaks
may comc at unusyal placss and wm
printing may be necessary. While graph-
ics and Lotws 1-2-3 spreadsheets can be
integrated at print time, theee is no way to
iell how they will affect the page breaks
until after they haye been printed.

'Fonts and styles are well-implementad
in general, however, and cam a good
score,

Line and box drawing is available and
Lotus 1-2-3 graphics ( PIC files) can be
inserted at print time by inserting 2 tag
line in the lext. However, there is no way
to tell how the graphic will affect page
breaks when the document 1 printod. We
rale graphics satisfactory.

Q&A " is speedy. performing Jast

extensive and cut/copy and paste f&_ntu.res
offer standard capabilities, Search and
replace does not maintain capitalization.
Tabs can be changed, but the text does
not refyrmat to meet the new tab seftings, .
Lines can be set at print time for single,
double, or envelope spacing, and codes
can be embedded inthe text for other line

i PRODUCT SUMMARY |

VERSION 1.01

Company: Symantec Corp., 10201 Tor- ..
re Ave., Cuperting, CA 85014; (408) 253- B
§ 5600. 1

%
v’

ru—hnl—..n.--qu—q-p-u

Prlee’l.l!) Addﬂiouln

R-Doc/X"™ converts document files from

any to any of these 25+ formats ...

‘with printer conirol codes and most’

Jormatting intact! -

o’ Nol copy-protecied — rune on any MS-Dos computer.

o Price ($148) nchudes support for sl Beted lormats.
Upgrades

mvaiisbls fo customens &t pominal cost.
| & Supports the axtended characier set
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v Mm-drhmmdw-rw
v Mnumwmmdwm

InNYd;uadd?‘laulu{u.HC Visa, Arnax,

€OD m;:hd. Rel\u‘mua'll,n Gd-l)'lforﬁ.\lltlfund' Draler inquiries invided.

No—stk

Pllhhd NY 14832218

(71614543188
15;3&33425

&&“u‘
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Complete
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Textra's vendor J'akés the position that the on- scraan'he)b

‘Professional Write imports sprsadsheafs o‘:recrl'y from  With Q&A Write, Lotus 1-2-3 grophics [.PIC fi lest can be
is 50 extensive rhm no munuaf is required,

meessaanaf Pfc.‘n and. iorus 1-2-3 files. ; :nssrfed at print time by inserfing a.tag line in the text.

¥

: in spccd when

er word pmms-

enough to rate a go
‘matched a‘sainst t.he
0w

QdcA supports ASCH Wordstar, PFS
Write, and [-2- 3;Symphony files; While
it does not import DCA/RFT (avaiable
~optionally), it will include eet

" files at print time, Q&A has a numbet of

ways of working closely with 1-2-3 files,
anid the capability-to.insert a Lotus 1-2-3
spreadsheet at prnt time is handyA We
rate compatibility good.

Generally clear and complcr.c, the
printed documentation has a poor index-

ing system that uses letters and numbers
to uienhfy section and page. The letters
are in no particular order, and hence a
reference to M-5 falls before a reference
- 10 A-l, rhaking the location of indexed
items somet.hmg of a challenge. On-line
help is very nice with short descriptions
of command . functions and a page
reference in the manual for further
consultation. The combination of poor
indexing balanced by nice on-line help
and clear docdmentation earns QA a
 good in documentation.

Q&A has a well-deserved reputation
for ease oflcarmng. It takes no more than
an hour to get up and running and be
- writing correspondence, and two or three
hours to become:very competant. More
time may be required to fully understand
the use of fonts and the various intrica-
cies of the card-file system, Most users
find the ment system greatly eases
learning, and we rate ease of learning very:
good.

The product is cssyfo use. Q&A limits
file sizes to about 140 lines of double-
spaced text on a 640K machine. Given
the good menus and relatively straight-

: ‘forward organiZation of this product, -
offset by file-size limitations and the:

need 10 use test prints for proportionally

* spaced fonts or.graphics and spreadsheet

insertions, we rate.ease of use very good.
An Undo command reinserts the most
recently deleted text but only holds the

* lasrdelete. The 1indo buffer also serves as

the - cut-and-paste .buffer, so the most
recent deletion iserased by the next mave

or copy. The buffer is good for about a B

page of text deletions, or less depending
on the amount of memory used for
regular text. We rate error handling
satisfactory. '
Support includes unlimited, regular

phﬂnc line support and computer bulle-

tin.board support through Compuserve.
There -is also a "30-day money-back
guarantee and a free newsletter. We nm:
support policies very good.

We had some - difficulty getting
through to the telcphone support line. At

*. one time after being put on hold fora few

minutcs, we were asked to lcave a name

~and nymber. Given the time difference
* between. Q&A and our office, it's not

clear whether the call was returned, but
certainly it wn.'i not within three hours.
_ The next da_\rwcsot a callback with sood
:mswers 1o ouir questions. In g , our

N marxis; graat tutorial; sasy to leam and

“calls were  answered by helpful staff.

members who were very competent-and
knowledgeah]e We rate technical sup-
port

At $199, Q&A Wnte is a very good
value as an executive word processor.

Quick, effective, and reasonably power-:
ful, Q&A has the advantage of a great

card file, close integration with Lotus 1-
2-3, and reasonable graphics and font
support. Q&A is less effective for lamge or
complex documents requiring elaborate
;ormamng with proportionally spawd
onts. .

TENTRA, VERSIGN 5.2

length or ma:gins' .is disblayed as an
option. Single- and double-spacing can
be accomplished with Dot commands,

and the current system date can be.

inserted. Search and. replace works well,
mincing the no caps or capital letter at

" the beginning of a word but not mimick-
ing other capitalization. Correspondence
earns a satisfactory score. .

- The spelling checker includes two
dictionaries, one with 75,000 words and a
smaller one with 16,000 more commonly:
needed words. The speller learns new
words and automatically understands no
caps and initial capitalization, Leatned
-words do not appear as options for
mrracting a misspelling. Some common-

nexpensive - and competent, Textra f
fers strong editing commands, a st o
of on-screen tutorial, great helpscreenq,
and reasonably comprehensive printer
EUppPOTL I

Although limited to. 60K files ﬁ
lacking 2 mail merge, Textra’s
offer a handy complement of cditing and
formatting commands for basic mrd
processing. This version of Textra m-
cludes 2 variety of new features
improve basic operation, enhance spcllt
ing checking flexibility, expand m'mm'
support, and enhance menus. There i§
also.a nifty page preview feature 1o take
advantage of more sophisticated graphics
cards. Textra does not have an automatic
reformat option although it is promised
for future editions.

The program has redefinable !:ﬂ-on[y
tab stops and an undo feature, although
you must use it before doing anything
else at all. A generally effective
complement of editing commands has a
peculiarity: The Jump-to-Beginning and
End-of-File. commands require that

Numlock be disabled on an AT key-
: board. The ruler line to indiem.: ling

PRODUCT SUMM&RY

TEKTRA

¥ YERSION 5.2
3

T

Ann Arbor 345 5.
éﬂulw}:gbn. Ann Arbor, M1 48104; (313) 768-

List Price: $85.95.

Requires: |[BM PC or compatible; MS/
PC-DOS 2.0; 256K of RAM; graphics card
required for preview; one floppy drive,
Proai Good complement of editing com-

|
|
£
B

;| use; nica printer support.

Gonu: bimited features without mall

;] merge'andlllﬂtadoompaﬂblltrnom
upport; printer support does not |3

Wmntanprhter!emumofu.ppw i

TrERT

requirsments for mail merge or graphics (!
and compatibéiity is unimportant. Textrals |2
| very sasy to laam and use and contains a ¢
| nice basic features set.

A T

B, S e AT
- ]

iy pelled words (such as “recieve”)
can be set for automatic replacement,

and Textra can. check for improper.

capitalization. With these features,
‘Textra's speller earns a good rating. .
There is no mail-merge feature.
Textra supports a wide range of

printers but does not take full advantage -

ofall their capabilitics and is less effective
for- printing documents with complex

formatting or proportionally spaced and

justified text. The whole range of HP

laser printers is supported but only at

minimal levels; a future upgrade is

promised to expand this suppert. The.

page preview is an advantage, and font
changes can be made in the
document. According to our criteria,
fonts and styles earn a good rating.

There is no graphics support.

With the exception of a slow reformat-
ting feature that requires manual inter-
vention, Textra is & quick performer, as
befits an in-memory program. We rate
speed good.

Textra lmpons only ASCII files and
handles no other formats; we rate
compatibility poor.

Textra has a substantial paperbound
manual with good explanations of com-
mands. and functions. However, the
manual is for the previous Version 4.0
and you must turn to the 5.2 disks for an
extensive addendum. Thé vendor takes
the position that the on-soreen help is so
good and ive that no 1 is

- required. That is almost true; although a
number of guestions will arise related 1o
some items the on-screen instructions do

* not fully explain. Nonetheless, the on-
screen help is uscful and complete.
Because of the documentation not being
updated, we must limit our score to good.

Textra is remarkably easy to get
installed and operating, taking only
about 20 minutes. At exemplary on-
screen tutorial brings you up to ‘speed in

- less than 45 minutes. The speed of the
tutorial can be varied for users less
familiar with the terminology, and
lessons can be skipped. Given the

relatively limited range of festures, full”

use of the program will take another two-

“hours or so, We rate ease of learning
excellent, primarily because of the SIJDC-
Tior tutorial.

A§ users gain familiarity with: the

* program’s keystrokes and menus, the

program settles down to comf urtablt:
operation, even for masonably complex
edmng tasks. We rate this program very
goodin ease of use, .

Textra traps most errors gracelfully It -

is difficult to lose text except in a power

failure. Textra can be configured to

automatically keep a backup copy. The

Undelete is reasonably efféctive and - |

captures multiple- deletes ‘as long as
nothing else is done after the dei:-ze.s We
rate error handling good.

Reg;stemd usérs receive unlimited
technical support on a regular phone line.
There is 2 60-day money-back guarantee
and a free newsletter, although itjappears
sporadically. We rate support [policies
good. .
“We called the Textra support

line and
received good wers from comp i
helpful staff members. Technical support
eams a good rati

rating.
Given its relatively low price of $69.95
and a reasonable level of effectiveness,
Textra is a good value. Under Textra’s

“subscription-style™ plrchase me: the |
$69.95 you pay for the padmse entitles

you to get the next upgrade free (due out

in 1989 and promised to mcludc a varicty |

of new features). Although it has fewer

features than many competitors, Textra’s
great help and tutorial system s.nd easy |

editing environment  make lt|a good i

value.

VOLNSWRITER ’ﬂ.l“_ I;'lﬂs,
"VERSION 1.0 |
ne of the earliest successful word

processing programs for the |
Volkswriter has been through many

versions and incamations. The Deluxe .

Plus edition represents; the mmpany s

sechnology as of about 1986, Khown for ]

its quick and effective editing, |clear-cut
, and no-nonsense appmach

organization
to word processing, this Vqlkswnter i

!noksnndnctsmsge_h word

processing busmess,twnyea:sscan beja |

lifetime.

The product retains the ﬁ:a{mu that |

endeared it to so many users|over the

years, with a spare command §ummmy '

box in place of snazzy pull-<down menuos

or detailed help screems. Function-key

editing, fast operation, and visible code

characters enhance operation. Yolkswrit- -
er Deluxe does the basics well and .

supports a long but somewhat [primitive

list of printers at a level consistent with |

the printer marketplace two Years ago.

Quick editing, simple direct com- |

mands, and a minimum of complexily |
and features characterize this | |
performance. Compared to t]ye likes of |
Q&A, Webster's, or ional Write,
Volkswriter Deluxe is lan old, gray

workhorse: serviceable amj dependable, |
but hmlted ) : !

iproduct’s | -
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of snazzy puﬂ-dawn menus or a'an:n.fed help screens.

M::ri:sheefs directly into the text.

E Vof&smteroﬂersaspare commend summary box instead  Webster's speliing c\‘?ec&sr hosla real-tina mods, which  Word Perfect Exccv-‘lm allows users ta -nserrbfus, 1-2-3
Duromc!rccﬂy bssps if you make a mistake while typing. Tt

pm\qded, antj search and repla.ce is not
case-sensitive 50 - gach- capitalization
counts as-a separate ‘word. Column cut

. and paste is available and line spacing

can be ser. We ralg corrcspondmce
satisfar:mry 4

The 100,000-word spel[mg checker
checks for capitalization errors  and

~ duplicate, words and provides an- easy

way 10 remove accidental punctuation or
insert a space. While the'checker displays
alternatives, it does not offer .learned
words in the suggestion list. Each capital-

' ization of a learned word is counted as a

separatc word and must be learned

‘scparately, Even possessives with apos-

trophes must be learned as separate
words. The spelling checker meets our
.criteria for a good score. i

The mail merge uses named fi elds,

: skips impraper records without bother-

ing subséquent records, and reads com-
ma-delimited, data files produced . by

many - file mmagemem programs. No -

provision exists insids the program to
sort or select. We. rate the ma.ll—merge
facility good.

Fonts and styles are well 1mp]t:menl-

- cd, although there is no FPostscript

support. A host of other printers are
supported ‘and the program' provides
access 1o four dumbered fonts at any
time. The program stores page layouts
but not full style .shc.ets We rate foms and
stylés good.
. Thereis noga"aphlcs support. i
The program did: well in. speed in
general, a]though Volkswriter's ASCH
export time 'was slightly slower than

. MOSL We rate

good,

Compatibility must, be rated poor -

since Volkswriter only translates
Wordstar and ASCIL

‘Yolkswriter gomes with a paperbound

mantal produced with clear, compre-

"PRODUCT SUMMARY ||

" "VERSION 1.0
Company: Lifetres Software Inc., 411

un Prica: 309, . :

i i iBM F'B of b MSJ" :
# PGDOS 2.0; 256K of Fh\M wo fioppy |-
| drives. :

Pros: Cloan cffaciive editing commands |
and stralghtforward organization; simpe
| 108ém and use; nica pailer.

Consi  Absence of some features; 4
skimpy on-line hedp; limited laser printer
support  for | proportionally  spaced or
downikiaded fonts;no graphics. |

t Voikewiter Deluxe’ F!L!S
nice speling facllity, duick and effectiva |
editing, and simpie.myil merge provide a-
usalul 58l of tooks for users with ralatively | .

60 document needs. How- |-
over, withirl the group of executive word

Nolkswriter's wths are |
oaaly rrmlhyrthBt . 4

Pacific St., Monldrey, CA 93940; (800) || -
LIFETRE or [800] 831-TREE inside CA.  |1|

_ hensive instructions and mmplete infor- .
mation about the 'program. There are

technical appendixes and a helpful index.
Volkswriter's minimalist approach to on-
line documentation produces a single
four-line box at the top of the editing
screen with a map of the function-key
options. Other messages at the directory
or when selecting printing options are
equally terse. We rate ducumentaton
satisfactory.

Installation, setup, and the tutn:mal
take about an hour to complete, after
which most users can produce simple
correspondence with relative ease. An- -
other hour or two will get most anyone
up to full cruising speed on Volkswriter.
The only possible difficulties involve
printer complications which are fully
described with troubleshooting solutions
in the manual. However, most competi-
tors have found ways to hide the solution
to printer problems from the user, and

Volkswriter’s pioneer approach may re-

tard learning somewhat if there are
peculiarities usm,g your printer with the
program. This is particularly so with a
laser printer, even one as common as the
HP Laserjet. Given the lack of on-line
help balanced by a good on-screen
tutorial, we rate ease of learning good.
With practice and familiarity, the

function key commands make entering
and revising text guick and easy, and
once you solve any print problems it's

easy to produce good copy. The text- .

merge capability is very easy, as well. We

‘rate ease of use very good. ;
‘Although Volkswriter has no Undo

comménd, it handles most errors well
without losing text and it offers the
option for automatic backups: We rate
error handling satisfactory.

Lifetree guarantees user satisfaction

with a 60-day money-back policy. There |
. isalso an unlimited regular phone line for

support, a newsletter, and corporate

- support. We fate support policies very
¥ good.

{ VOLKSWRITER DELUXE PLUS | |-

Techinical support on the Lifetree
telephone ‘line is quick and reasomably
well informed; our calls were greeted by
helpful and friendly technicians. We rate
technical support good.

Within the context of executive word ||

processing packages, at $99 Volkswriter
represents a good value at best. While the

- product is sound and effective in what it
* does, the missing features, limited on-line
-*help, and poor printer support reduce its ||

value slgulﬁcamly What was a superior |.

product in its market niche has been
oulclassed over time by the competition.

WEBSTER'S NEW WORLD
WHRITER (I, VERSION 1.0/

word processor built around a dictio-
nary and thesaurus with an add-in
RAM resident outliner, Webster's. New

World Writer I offers a simple and

v

effective writij:g program suitable for
documents with uncomplicated format-
ting requirements. Less sophisticated
than the Q&A Write, PC Write, or
Professional Write, Webster's New World
 Writer II has a number of features that
\will endear it to writers.

Handling long documents with ease,
| Webster’s provides a strong set of writing
|and editing tools: Its commands for text

movement, manipulation, -and editing.

\work well. However, the ease of editing
and writing in Webster's comes at the

- price of a rélatively limited set of options.

For example, font support for propor-

tional-spacing printers is limited, and-

there is no capability to include graphics.
The thesaurus, however, is especially
extensive and the speller is outstanding.
A number of alternatives for formatting
and controlling the appearance exist, and
the mail merge has been added to with an
extensive set of variables and selection
- The outliner can be run as a stand-
alone or RAM-resident utility. It has the
- usual features of such utilities, but suffers
from a 32K file-size hmitation. A useful
addition to word processing, it is normxl-
Iy an extra-cost item,
The program performs mm:spon-

.dence tasks solidly with relatively fast

and effective editing. A rather nice jump-
‘to-mark command facilitates large docu-
ment editing, and although there is no
automatic hyphenation, Webster's can
‘manually insert soft hyphens. Search and
replace loses capitalization, but includes
‘areverse case key andan exchange key to
transpose characters., Webster’s cannot
reformat the text after redeﬁnmg the
tabs. Adjustable line spacing; decimal
tabs, date insertion, and keyboard mac-
£0s all rate as pluses. With all these mixed
factors in mmd, we rate conespondenoo

S TR

PR

[ PRODUCT SUMMARY
EBSTER'S NEW WORLD
WRITER I |

VERSION 1.0

ware| Division, 1 Gulf+Westem/ Plaza,
New York, NY 10023; (B00) 624-0023.
List Price: $169.95. :
| Requires: IBM PC or compatible; MS/ |/
"l PC-DOS 2.0; 384K of RAM (512K If |-
| Outiner Plus Is installed); two floppy | |
drives; hard disk recommended. 3
Pros: Good editing; eﬂactlvemailmargu. £
| great dictionary and {hesaurus; sasy to |
'|2| leam and use. -
! Cona:  Weak Ia.ser prlw support;
of

E Ilmbtaddowmentmnvarslanmpablmbs

mg’aprﬂ::a

s Wi ’s s an ;
wiriting and editing toal for long| manu- [

‘| scripts 1o ‘be printed elsewhere, mail [3

\i*} mema applications without fancy format- [
4] fing, and regular comespondence. Less [

=+ useful for laser printer proportionally

b spausdmtpmarcorl‘piex fommﬂlng

" sive and printer comman

y1 Simon and Schuster Soft- [i|

- simple : correspond

sausfactory.

The 114,000-word dictionary with a |
user-defined auxiliary: dictionary sup-

ports a convenient 5pe|]1ng| checker.

- While it does not maintain | midword

capitalization, it suppon.s additional dic-
tionaries and specialized word: lists can be
purchased. The spelling chnckcr can be

-used in a real-time mode, automatically

beeping if you make a m:.stake while
typing. Displaying a}tematu{c words,
flagging duplicates, and a largelthesau.rus
are all additional advama.ges We rate
spelling checking very good

Webster’s mail merge is slra.lghtfur-.-"'_

ward and Wordstar-like. It hccepts user-
prompted information, pa.modlvamb]es.
conditionals, and alternative field
separators. However, . like |[Wordstar,
when a record is-in the:file with an
incorrect number of fields, thelrest of the
file is unusable for mail erge and

Webster's does not detect the incorrect

record. We therefore rate: mail merge

satisfactory.

Although' there is no selection of
printer fonts except through embedded
control codes, both bold and underline
are sele'ctablm Ten and twélve pitch can
also be chosen. Printer support is exten-
can be
embedded in the text, but, t!;c way the
program handles printers such as the HP
Laserjet is clumsy and coul‘d be better
implemented. Fonts and swles earn a
sausfactory

There is only limited - graphics sup-
port; a line and box d.ramng function
assists with some ducument preparanon
needs. We rate granhms poor.| |

Webster's speed js rated sat:sfactory,
a.'lthcugh spelling |and 'sgarch/global
replace were slower TSt

Compatibility is rated poor since
Webster's reads only ASCH and its own
file format.

Webster's dncumentauan is crisp and
precise, expla:mng the memms fea-
tures and operations well. However, it
lacks technical detail about printér setup
and operation. A 'useful booklet on
mstallation including a tutorial offer
information about setting yp -the pro-

‘grams to match various hardware op-

tions. Am equally uscf‘ui manual
accompanies the outliner. “I’ebshe‘r s also
includes a wrlter s manual as. part of the
package.
Webster's on-line help is hne with in-
context help screens and a variety of
indexes to various functions| Help can be
automatic, coming on-screen soon after
typing a function key or selc{:ung amenu
challce. ont can aJso be set to appear only
ion 18 rated

&ebsﬁ:r’s takes a quick 215 minutes to
get -unnmg with all the
the printer installed. Anpther hour with

several hours to reach a competence level
for daﬂy work, and to Full; Ieam all the

the |tutorial and youwll be producing -
It will | take

ions set and . |




ophnns such as the outliner will: take

‘Tonger: Given its gocd on-line help, clear -

‘tutorial, and simple orpmzzmon we ratc
- ease of learning very,

Given, the many Dptluns 1o h.and]e
i menus, spelling, and help screens and the

|variety of shortcut commands, we rate

| Webster’s ease of Use very good. :

: A combination of backup files and a
| single-level Undo protects users from loss
-ofdata. The Undo only hoids deletions of

|more ‘than one character and will not

e {store multiple single-character deletes! -
| The backup systern keeps a previous edit -

|as a backup file, the most.recently saved
| version stored wi ;he' regular file name,
{and the version bemg cdncd We rate:

wilimited: support ona
_mgula.r phone I e' Support policies are

Our calls - i‘ound the support staff
' helpful. We were told about a new printer
|driver and the technical support person

. promised to send it to us immediately.

| Other guestions: were adequately. an-
| swered. We rate technical support good.
‘At $169.95 Webster's is a good value

for writers not particularly interested in |

‘fancy formatting or printer control. A
. strong dictionary and thesaurus, com-
bined with effective editing and the

mpabuluy to handle long documcn{s,'

imake it useful for ‘people  preparing
'materials for fmal printing on other
systems or for those with correspondence
and mail list applications that don’t
require * sophisticated  printer. support.
The outliner is a useful added value SOI{I
scparatcly for $69.95.

WeEs PERFECT EIEITIUE
" VERSION 1.0

earing a noble family name in word,
processing, Word Perfect Executive
offers a stripped-down version of the
Word Perfect office/professional word

processing engine, matched with less |

powerful versions of a variety of other
| programs in an mtegrated environment
adapted for executives. The result is a
- .slick - package that includes la word
processor, spreadsheet, calendar system,
address file management module, calcu-
lator, and menu shell, all combined into a
ma.sonabl)r well-integrated whole.
Perhaps a year or two ago this system
would have been ideal for executives in
an office with full-featured Word Perfect
products in the hands of technicians and
clerical workers. However, it is now
dated, and among executive word proces-
S0r5 Tepresents a feature-poor product —

T T T 2 T

I PRODUCTSUMMARY b
| woRs PERFEET Elitlm‘! :

- VERSION 1.0
Company: Word Perfect Corp., 1555 N, |1
-‘I‘ecmobgyway.a'm UT B4057; (B01) 1

mnmwms
i BMPCurﬁ i
; PG—DCI520' 512KU'IMM tvmfhppy

althoug,h ‘the full integration of the
various functions through a gmceful
mcnu oﬁ':rs somc interest.

Our review. focuses almost entirely on
the word processing module, but some
comment on the other tr_lDdults may be
helpful 'in putting the - product. into
perspective. Word Perfect Executive of
fers a scaled-down version of the. Word
Perfect Library as its menu. From this
menu, a user can perform most functions
likely to be needed by a nondemanding

‘user. For example, the calendar and
calculator functions, integral parts of the
parent Word Perfect Library, appear and

disappear at a keystroke.

The spreadsheet module s based on:
Mal.hptan 4 Word Perfect competitor to, .
Lotus {-2-3, and provides a competent:
tool for numerical analysis. Its principal|
advamagcs arc its good set of fi na'.nml.

--and mathematical functions, its substan- -

tial size (256 columns by %102 rows),

¢ and a command sct compatible with

| other Word Perfect products. The wond

. processing module .can import spread-
sheets effortlessly, ‘but cannot automatj-

! cally import a cumnt spreadsheet at

print time. |

As a word pmcmnr Word. Perfect
Executive is fundamentally less pawerful
than its competitors, containing limited
feature implementations. Word Perfect
Executive has most of* the 'standard
editing commands, and it prints
acceptably. However, its printer drivers
are primitive, and it takes only limited

,adyantage of ‘printers “such as 'the

Hewlett-Packard Laserjet. Many users
will buy Word Perfect Executive to
produce basic documentation that will
later be cnhanced and printed on the top-

-taled Word Perfect 5 0. but as . <tandl

alone’ word . provessor. Eagvutive o
outmnked by the competition.

Basic - comrcspondence p-:'form.mct
did well overall. Cut/copy and pasting
texi is standard, and search and replace
maintains  capitalization only a3 the
beginning of words. Tabs can be eusily
defined, and the status line shows eing

:and line numbers. We rate camespon-/

dence good.

- The relatively small 50.000-wond dics
Lgnary  can ignom. comocd, or - leam’
words. Alternative spellings are displayed
and the program will alert vou to double
words. Spelling checking is mated good.

Mail merge 15 carried out oim
collaboration  with Word Perfect

Executive's phone or cand file. or note
file programs. Long varables are aume-

- matically formatted and the variables are

i

There’s ANSI 74 COBOL.
And there's ANSI 86 3
COBOL.

WHY NOT HAVE IT ALL?‘
RM/COBOL-86 is really
GSA certified error-free for
both COBOL standards

in one compiler: -

If you need high-level ?4

features like Sort-Merge or String

~ and Unstring, RM/COBOL-85' g

it for you. The big
difference: surnewest
*version compiles your

Buill-In Compaiidility
RM COTML-EE A
compatible with the mose
papular e netwairka -
including [BMs
Network, [BM's ToRen-Hipg.
Novell's Advanced Network,
Bom's 3Plus, and modt of the
COBOL languaghes oy the
Comarket.

Wiant 1 know abont the
hundrads of apphications
anddpals thit ane

currently uv anlable? Just 1}

applications two times faster and runs them up to
eight times quicker compared to our earlier
RM/COBOL. Plus your files can store up to five times
more data.

Protect Your RM/COBOL Investment

RM/COBOL-85 is upward compatible with all of
your existing RM/COBOL applications. They can be
re-compiled, without modification, to give you the
high performance advantages and powerful new
features available in RM/COBOL-85. Because you
can mix and match 74 and 85 features the way you
want, you can move your applications to the 85
standard when;it’s convenient for you.

Plus, RMICOBDI;BB now includes RM/SCREENS, -
a powerful new screen KLIlEr“dtUl for the quick
generation of colorful, easy-to-use screens.

Either way, ‘RMICOBDL—BE delivers flexibility and
convenience, whether you're ina DOS, XENIX or
UNIX environment.

"~ oul the coupon below, Or vontact your favonie

software distributor, Or cad] an Austec
representative direct.

Aunter Inc.

1740 Tevhinalgy, Debv e, Sulte 300, San Joae, §14 UAHD
T thue 11 3 {dis) 2T AN

Tnnthe LK. calb fOLEE 441724084

Tn the Vseifle Rim cill [:n (TR B

—_—
== -
AUSTEC
r------.—----
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included by name into the base docu-
. mient. We rate mail merging satisfactary.

Fonts and styles include ‘bold and
underdine, but not italics. No other fonts
_are selectable in the’ program and you
* can’t change the pitch in the document.
The program su'pporss parallel and serial
printers but docé not automatically set up

- the prnter ports, you' must follow

. instructions in the manual to change to
the correct port and perform the proper
initalization. According to our criteria,

" fonts and styles.rate no higher than

A

sausfar:icry

There is no graphics supporL

Word Perfect ' Executive's _5peed s
good in genmeral, although the export
ASCII time was slower than most.

Compatibility is poor, importing only
-ASCII, Word Perfect, and LaT.us 1-2-3
files.

Slick and classy, the Word Perfect
Executive documentation comes in three

" thin paperbound booklets: Setup, Learn-

ing, and Reference. Setup and Learning
do a commendable job of gbtﬁn_g users up

to speed. The Reference manual, how-
ever, is sketchy at best. Integrating the
functions of all the modules throughout
the reference, the manual describes

activities related to spreadsheets in the

same section as those related to word
processing. Although that makes the

integration of the product manifest, it’s

confusing if you read the - paragraph
referring to formatting spreadsheet cells
before. realizing that the information

doesn't refer to formatting documents in .

the word processing system. Further, thie

-EXECUTIVE WORD PROCESSORS e REFORT CARD

- Dm
"Ensy Word Il
SR

i l.i"hduma.
e | e |

-1.00 2.1

P Type
‘Plus

[]

| K
Write
2.71

Nrfm_-ﬂ:i

Comespondence

Good

Very Good

Good

Good
Spailing Chacker! | 4

Good

Story Good

- Thesaunis,

Satsfactory

2

Mail Merge -

Good

Satisfactory

Excellent

Good Good

Fonts and Stylas Satisfact

ory Poor

Satisfactory

* Good Good

Graphics na

Poar

Poor

nfa - Satlsfactory

+ Speed Good

Excellent Good

Satisfactory

oy

Satisfactory-

Poor

Poar Excellent

Compatibiity Poor

Documentstion i Satisf:

Very Good Good |

7 ny

Very Good

- Good

‘Good

Ease of l-_nmirig

Easa of use

Vary Good

Good

Error Iun&llng' - Satisfact

ny
Very Good

ary

Satisfactory
i iy ar Y 7

Support

Satisfactory -

Suppor policies Poor

Unacceptable

Good

Technical support : Good
= -

Unacceplable Good |

Yalus Good

Satisfactory Good

“easy, at least for the

_grams we rate ease of use

explanations - are min‘m'al 'providing
nothing exira and the in dex is k:sa than
satisfactory.

On-line help within me word process- |

ing module mimics the ﬁ]]l—screen system
used in the parent product but with much
less information, in part because the
features are limited. Nonetheless, the
help screens are good for their purpose.
There 15 no general list of error messages

_with explanations in the|documentation.

We can rate documentation no ' higher
than satisfactory.

Installation and leaming nrove quite
word processing
maodule. About an hour gets you' in-
stalled, the manual skimmed, and learn-
ing basically accomplished. Leamning the
other modules will take consmerably
longer. The spreadsheet and ca]erldar
especially take quite a bit. of experience
and time to use effectively. Based on the

-word processing module, we rank ease of

learning very good.

With: experience, this product is easy
to use. Partly because of iis simplicity
there is only a small d;f-'fcrence between
sophisticated and basic use However, if
the user attempts to achieve full integra-
tion of all the functions; including the
spreadsheet and calendar, ease of use will
decline somewhat as these contain some-
what more complex.nrliess self-evident
functions.

Given the graceful movement of data
and activity between the collected pro-
very good. -

WP Executive handles most errors
easily, and data protection is basic. We .
JTate error harldimg satisfactory.

A toll-free support telephone line and
a very active computer bulletin board
support group exist dlong with an out-

Final Scores’ 5.6

4.9

1This is the same version of i Write 2.0 s
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criteria and
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»i - (Weighting)

. Deluze Plus
10

[T
Writo

« Webster's How
Werld Writer Il i

processing p

ding, - independent | newsletter We
rate support policies very good.

Technical support fur this product is
much less extensive than for the main .
program {rom whiuh| it 'is denved
Telephone support personnel are reason-
ably well-informed and yere ablg to help

|- us with our problems, We rate technical

support satisfactory. | |
Within the context of executive word
s, Word Perfect Exec-
iwell. At $249; it
the rest and a

utive does not co

is more expensive than

1.0 10

ble value oz

Iy if the btherparts of
the (spreadsheet, calendar, caléu-

‘Pesriormance

¥y Good

* Comespbndence (150

"y

Speiling Checker/Thesaurus | (75)

Good

Very Good Good

- Mail Merge 25)

Good

Satisfactory Satisfactory

Fonts and Styles {25)

Good

Satisfactory Satisfactory

Graphlcs (25)

nfa

"Poar. nfa

" Speed - {50)

Good

lator) fit your neegls. As with Wmdows
Write, we must asstme that Word Perfect
Executive will not be purchased’ specifi-
cally for its word peocessing module.
With this i mind, we rate Word Perfect
Executive's word processor a satisfactory
value. gl ] | ]

Compntibilily: (59) -

Good

Poor

Satisfactory Good
Poor Poor

Documeniation (1049)

Isfactory

Good wy

Enss of learning {125)

Vory Good

Good

Very Good Very Good

Ease of uze {125}

Very Gpod

Very Good

Very Good Very Good

.Error handling (75)

Good Satisfactory

Good Satisfactory

Support

Satistactory

* Support policles :sﬁj

Very Good

Good Very Good

Satisfactory Very Good

(50)

Good Good Good

Good wy

Technical support

Valus a: (75)

Very Good

Good Good

Good isfactory

6.4 6.1 5.7

6.0 5.8

Final scores -

GUIDE TO REPORT CARI

naver (o baia test versions.

various cat

pirentheses) of each eriterion by its rating, where: or lacks this featuire.

sigrarﬂc&m' advan{ages.

InfoWeridgives ratings to finished produc.tlon versions of pmck.u:a.s only,

‘Products receiva ratings ranging from unacceptabla to excefient in
egories. Scores are darived by mulliplylng the welghting {En

Excellent — 1.0 — Oulstanding in all araas.
Very Good = 0.75 — Meels all essential criteda and offers

faatures.

SCORES

Satisfactory = 0.5 — Meets essential critaria.
Poor — 0.25 — Falls short in essential areas. :
Unacceptable or N/A = 0.0 — Fails to meat minimum standards |1,

Scores are summed, divided by 100, and rounded .down to one |-
dacimal placa to yield the final score out of a maximum possible score of |-

0

—062

— Mouts ossontial criteria ard hdudas SO spau‘a\!

13 {pius bonus). Products rated within 0.2 point of one another differ. |

RELATED RE_V!EWS;
EXEC! l\'J'ORD
PROCESSORS |
Professional Write, \I’Ersinn 20, dwe 6
Dac Easy Word Il, 0c!oner19 1987|
QA Write, Saplamber 2{ 1987

Word Perfect Executive, Cclober 26, |
1987; Febnuary 29, 1988 as part of
pmducl::ompansonol’iﬁwendlnte-gmt ]
ed software |

Vol::;;;rlhr Deluxe Plus, January 12,

PG Write, Version 2.7, Dacember 22, 1986

Wabster's New World Writer, Dacemnet

| DacEasy word i

¢} Easy Extra 1

-1 Elnstein Writer

.| PFS: Professional Write |
i Q&A Write

of Textra -
Volkswriter 3

P WehsmrsNﬂwwmdwmar :




Product Comparison—
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SIPTLESER 24, 1793

- Tm:amymlanmmdme.a
“solid - pmgram with a reduced

" word processing - technology.
Volkswriter is quick and cifective,
but rather spartan - and - lacking
updated : printer - suppor; - Word
Ferfect Executive’s integrated envi-
ronment has limited word process-
‘ing - balzmmd by spmdsheet,

part of the ‘Windows operating,
environment, a snazzy graphics
shs![wrthaookcumofuﬁktyand
application programs and many

ful or onmplu. than in Mic:moﬂ
Word, but it is still effective. If a
user has Windows installed, Write
bﬁnsasanezecuuwwmdpmms-
sor, although it omits features-such
asmadmetmﬂ.gandspdldmchnp,

PC-Write is an anomaly. A
shareware| product as inexpensive
a5 any executive word processor, it
has a steep learning curve for the
casual user typical of this category;
it’s also more powerful than most
of the other products. As an
executive word processor, PC-
Write isn't for everyone, and it
dossn’t rate that strongly; yet its
high mariket share shows that many
appreciate its toolkit approach and

|. no-nonsense interface.

PC-Type, another shareware
program, is less flexible than PC-
Wiite but performs like a champ. It,
offers a superior integration of file
manager (if you have PC-File) and
word processing programs with less
power in printer commands or
editing capabilities.

When choosing an executive
word processor, you need to con-
sider several issues, since all the
products score well in peneral
Asu&fmmmt, first look at your
environment. If you have Micro~
soft Word or Windows instilled
throughout, Windows Write is an
-obvious choice, and compatibility
gives it a'major advantage. IBM-
standard offices with a commit-

system.

Laser printer support is a significant
ared of difference between the programs.
Windows Write's handling of fonts and

- display of type sizes and styles represents

the most effective currently awmilsble
solution, although Qd&A and ﬁniﬁ:oral
Write alse do wcil. For many, fie
compatibility with oiber laser-suppering
programs may be sufficient.

Finally, some users need mail-merye
capab:hnm many in this group of =oed
processors 'do an espedially good job of
mail merge, although note &5 as sophisi-
cated as can be found in the professicral
programs.

Buy only after testing the prodoer
using typical documents and cherss
Satisfaction ofien depends as much on
operating style and coavemicnes i35 oo
objective evaluation of capabilities.

That's prettv much the
idea behind TurboSearch;
from Ashton-Tate”

Whether it's a com-
plete file, or just a single
word buried deep inside
one, TurboSearch will find it.
Quickly, and effortlessly.

No longer will you have
to go through those tedious
file-by-file searches. You
Just place your files in a
TurboSearch “library,” and
then type in what you're look-
ing for—words, filenames, or

even the date you think you
S ASHTON TATE

worked on a project. In sec
onds, your information will
be right in front of you. Ready
for a more detailed search, if
necessary, for printing, right
from the program, or to
move back into your word
processing program for
editing.

What price this secunty’

-Only $179. And there's a 30

day, unconditional
-money-back guaran.
tee, to boot.

Just give

usa
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