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« REVIEW SCORING

InfoWorld reviews only fin-
ished, production versions of
products, never beto Jest
VEJ'SrDJTS

Products receive rofings'

" ronging -from unocceplable

lo QXCQ\r!Bﬂf in various cofe-
gories. We multipy the rating
in eoch cotegory Excellent
= 1.0, Very Good = 0.75,
Good = 0.625, Sofisfactory
= 0.5, Poor = :23, Unac-
ceptable = 0.00 by the

. weight assigned to thot cote-
! gory lo derive a numeric
- scare.

We then add the

numeric scores, divide - the

total by 100, ond round the -
quotient down to one

decimal place to produce o
finof score for each product.

Finol scores should be
judged as follows:

=10 Exnllul? io:

Tops in its dlass

Very Good 7:8.9 :

Meets all essenfiat
criteria and offers
significant  advan-

tages

Good 6-6.9

Meets essential cri-
teria and includes
some special fea-
fures

Satisfactory 5- 5.9
Meets essential cri-
taria

Poor 3-4.9

Falls short in

essential areas

SN BT e
Unacepiable 1- 2.9
Fails to meet

minimum standards

1
 INDEXES

Indexes appear in the first
issues of January, April, July,
and October. for back is-
sues, specify dotes and send
$2.95 per issve to InfoWaorld
Customer Service, P.O, Box
5994, Paosadena, CA
PI1107. Picase allow  six |
weeks for delivery.

Torget Editions ora sant
only to volume buysrs of
target products.

Also Included
In This Section

- Grandview...70
* - Info-XL........75

. columns with ease.

.qud Pérfecr 5.0 . ) : . _
‘New Word Perfect Is Once Agai

Word Processor Has More Feotures, Im;

By JohnLombardi ReviewBoaord

- With myriad users pawing the

ground in expectation of Word
Perfect 5.0, Word Perfect Corp.
has met “their hopes and re-
gained the product’s dominance
of the high-powered word pro-

cessing market. The release of
~ Version 3.0 represents a major

improvement over Version 4.2
and includes a host of new
features, significant improve-

" ments. in  performance, -and

redone ‘documentation. “Flexi-
ble, strong, and quick, Word
Perfect 5.0 is once again the
program of choice for office and
professional word processing.

FEATURES:

Word Perfect 5.0°s feature list
matches and often exceeds other
word processors with only a few
exceptions. This edition features
a powerful series of enhance-
ments for laser printers, fonts,
and desktop publlshmg projects.
Complementing these improve-
ments, Word Perfect now cre-
ates multiple newspaper-style
It also
includes a multiple-view pre-
view - feature that shows the
printed document at two magni-
fication levels.

Graphics handlmg has be-
come hot competition in word
processing, and Word Perfect
enters with a nice list of capabili-
ties, including a memory resi-
dent screen-grabbing  program
and . the capability to import a
wide range of graphic formats
from other packages, including

-Lotus 1-2-3, .PIC, Autocad, Dr.

Halo, GEM, -Mac ‘Paint, and

-Windows Paint. Images can be

sized, rotated, reversed,
cropped, or labeled with cap-
tions.

" A 30-image clip art library
comes with the program. Word
Perfect inserts graphics images
anywhere on the page, flows
text, places images across
colurins, and can even frame
themn with line art.

Keyboard macros also hone
Word Perfect’s competitive
edge. What used to be simple
keystroke shortcuts has evolved
into a miniprogramming lan-
guage, and a variety of activities
can now be automated using
macros and the macro editor.
Word Perfect’s macro language
competes with and exceeds
most competitors with vari-
ables, string compansons, sub-
routines, casc statements,

_chaining, if-else statements, er-

ror handling, a st¢p function,
and a wait command.

The cursor’s speed and shape
can be changed. Most word pro-
cessing features can now be used

Word Perfect hosiougmented its ab:.ff?y to integrate text and graph:cs .

It can now mcl’udﬁ graphics ond produce newspaper- 5Iy|’e columns.

when embcddéd,’cod&c-are being
displayed. Automatic references
10 pages, figures, or other coded
numbers work across docu-
ments consolidated into a mas-
ter document for batch printing,
and a comparison feature dis-
plays changes in different ver-
sions of a document Style
sheets combined with a style
library permit easier manage-
ment of comp!ex document
setups.

For cletalls on Lhe testing
methods and [scoring ® criteria
used in. this -review, see the
Office/Professional Word Pro-
cessing. product . comparison,
March 28.

PERFORMANCE:
Basic correspondence -and
memo tasks are easily accom-

‘chased for $15. Overall.,

plished with, improved line
numbering (by the inch), a wide
range of redefinable tabs, and
column or rectangle cut and
paste functions. Though search
and replace generally retains
capitalization. a word spelled
with all capital letters is replaced
with bnly the first letter capital-
ized. The vendor says this has
been fixed in all shipping cnp1e§.

This version features an ex-
cellent sorting module, but the
math feature' is still cumber-
some to use. Block operations
have not changed. except that
the block definition is now
cancelled after every block ac-
tion. The- program will only
perform’ formula-type hyphen-
ation automatically, and dictio-
nary hyphenation must be pur-

n King of the Hill

:roved Performance

* powerful.

" for ocdasional users.
_there are a varicty of functions

cor

“score ve ry good.

# PERFECT 5.0 e BENCHMARKS
Word | Micosoft |  Word
; Parfodt Word Parfed
5.0 20 4.2
Fila i
Load ; 1.9 1.4 15
Save and continug 37 4.1 586
impert ASCH 1 1 18.3
Export ASCII 8.4 55.3 225
Import DCA. 19.9 587, 209
Cursor T A i i
Top 1o bottom 5 18 0s 29
Manuz serall 449 - 94.1° 977
f . 19.67 108 2502
Search
Lastword | 1.7 & 22 27
" Replace 61 . | 144 55
Append dewwment 1.2 =07 28l
Alf timas in seconds.
| AU tests conoucted on an §-MHEz IBM AT (640K of RAM with EGA)
'Import imes vaned from 8.2 1o 15.3 sewunds,
Could not globally alter all rulers, This tima inciuded stppang our ail mnrgln 5AE,
creating end applying a style shaal
3Could not globalty altar all rulaes Chart Indicates totel time fa aller sach rular
manuaky.

|
respondence rates very good,

. The thesaurus and speller arg
great wiling aids, and the spel
ler will {count waords in a docud
ment  withoul  spell- -checking;

* The speéll checker and 1hu:|uruf»

rate very good.

i The | mail-merge  feature is
but inserling proper
symbols (field/record numbers
clc.) is|confusing and A\\k\\zrd
Howeverl,

that inplude user-prompted in-
formation. We rate Word Per
feet mail-merge capability goed.
' Thejoutline formaticr includ-
ed all expected capabilities and
could easily be wsed within a
document.  Outlining  scords
good. :

Indexing can be done
through multiple documents
with mu]llpIL siyles. The tablke
of con,lcnts feature s versatile
and handy, and we rate indeaing
and lnf‘)le of contents very good.

We| could - not diﬁunl.u:sh
between footnotes and  end
notes |n a-document except hy
reveailmg embedded  codes.
0ver:|il however. we rate the
Foolnults category good. i

Revision tracking now ip-
cludes) a document summan
screcn! While it shows the ori-
ation date.- no revision date s
shown{ Redlining can be seen
the scpeen. although 1t can h\
confused with ~ baldfacing ar
underlining (on color monitors
different colors can be selectid
for different features). Revisudn
Irackmg scores good. s

Thé most dramatic Word
Perfecy  enhancements mvolye
font management and graephics.
Word |Perfect 540 offers power-
ful control over lonts, m.mhnit.
sophistication and choice mfh
ease of uge. i

Almost everything related {o
printer selection, sctup, and Topl
selection can be handled within
the program. Fonts can now !\c
chosen by name instead bt
number. Bitstream supplies |4
free font installation kit sent W
registered users on reguest that
includes three fonts. This is ch
to be available in late June.

Style sheets are uselul Al
designed well. with a glossan | lor
styles| easily recalled m:hm g
document. Fonts and sty

;,--.

The new graphics |L.I!11TL‘|]!I1
Version 5.0 perform quickh
and FHLLIH‘L‘I\' ward el
can Incorporate  encapsulaty, 71
PDS[a(‘rlpl and HPGE Files, pio-
vides! ltext wraps, supporis| .
large sclection of graphics fpr-
mats, and the preview leatgre
displays graphics. Word Perfpet




i columns. :
: While Word Perfcct hnndlas grapl _:c§
'Bdmlmbly. ‘we would like to see it

. become:more flexlb}a We rate graphtcs_-'

‘handling very good.:

Speed has |m|:-r0vt:d ovem'll frum
; \-’ersaon 4.2 and exceeded its competitors .
. We raie speed very good.
In adchtu:m to graphics: file support;
“ASCIL and DCA, Word Perfect 5.0 is
~ compatible with . DIF, Wordstar, and

- Multimate | fnrmats, We rate campatabsh- 1

: l_vverygu_ S i
'Docummmﬂon'. :

Word Perfect has' completely new:docu- -
: -mentatmn ~The ‘manual has a shert:

- petting-started section, an'alphabetically:

S 'orgamz_c_d_ref_ersnct_: gmd_e_ wlf,I_'l Cross- .

- rotales, Crops, reverses, “or grabs a screen
‘image at any- pIace in the ‘text. or across

Co«-Compute,
not just
Remote Control

Remote Training: Support &

rcferences‘ and an appendix wnh a

character sets, installation options, and:

“error ‘messages. ‘Tt also has a ccmplutc &

“index. and g!assary‘ The manual’s stylc is

much the same as in previous versions, -
“with clear exulanatlons but few exam- -

pleq
In_addition to the main. rel‘erence
manual Word Perfect supplies a Word.

 Perfect. Workbook, an instruction man-
~often complex and tedious use of laser
_printers, and-the help system eliminates
.-the need for reference to the manual, i

‘ual with illustrations of a vanety of
" applications. -
Unfortunately, there is no prmter

‘manual to accompany the superior print-

er customization program included with
‘this package. The manual will be avail-
able this summer for $19.95. The instruc-
.tions and help screens with the program
~are’ good only‘if you’ re. a printer whiz.

Also, the doctimentation does not indi-
- We. rate ease of use excellent.

“cate clearly how to access the tutorial.

. On-screen docum@ntation has been
improved to match the complexity of the
new version. Extensive and very helpful,
- the Word Perfect help system makes fre-

: quent references to the manuals.

“The excellent - Workbook, complete
‘manual, and-outstanding on-line: docu-
tmentation earn this program a very good

raun,g for documentation. - undo command recovers from three RELATED REVIEWS
: levels of deletes. | | Xywrite i Plus, January 25, 1988 .
EASE OF LEARNING: te only significant flaw we discov- | | Wordstar 2000 Hu;*j;nwy 11, 1988

Word Perfect has always been re]atlch}
_easy to learn and teach. Given its lack of
a- migid’ structurc, users  can - guickly
‘become comfortable with it. The pro-
gram is forgiving of errors, prowdes easy
exit from faJ:.; starts, offers full on-line
help,- and complns an interactive on-line
- tutorial program that COVers s:mpIe and.
complex operations.. However; some
-users are intimidated by. the sheer size of
this feature-rich program. We rate ease of

'.a:ds Menu 1tems can be selected by. tt‘“:r

variety of technical  discussions about

first “initial’ as well as by their number,-
keyboards can be rédefined, initial ‘set-
tings can be rearranged and modified,

and style sheets automate complex docu- -
S SUPPORT : ] S
'Supporl policies’ lnclude toll free, unhm- ;
ited support 11 hours a day during the =
week and four hours on /Saturday” An

‘unlimited’ money-back - ‘gudrantee; a‘ -
newsletter, information abcm a Word- .~
Perfect user group, and- an ek:ctrcmc_

ment formatnng

There isalso a “soft keyhoard" feature |

- that allows any key to be redefined, and
_ using an optional driver you'can redeﬁne

the help key as Fl and canceé] as ESC. -

The font management system cases the

even for oceasional users who forget the

meaning of the various functions. -
Further aids are diagnostic files de-

s1gned to help identify printer pecu]lar—

* ities related to fonts or character sets.

In short, we believe Word' Perfect to
be very easy to use and tops it its class.

ERROR HANDI.ING

Word' Perfect ‘includes data pmtechon
features such asa timed backup, optional
auto-saving td a backup file, and a quick
save option that saves a file .without

formatting. You can also edit a copy of

the source file instead of the original. The

ered is a bug in saving files in ASCII or

‘Word Perfect 4.2 format, Known as Text
“In/Out, this operation saves the files well

but does not update the directory on disk.
Consequemjy, if you want 10 re-edit the
file, you can't find the data because the
file is listed ~with zero bytes stored.
However, if you exit the program, Word

Perfect updates the directory and the file

can be retrieved. The vendor claims this
will be fixed in an upcoming refease.

' probléms. Normal errors are lec
“competently by Word. Perfect; and e
MCSSages arc cxp!anamry and clear.

~bulletin board are all included.

support pﬁhcles excellent.

In gencral, Word Perfect offers & strong :

in:zhmcal support that is among the best

" anywhere, with more than 250 peopleon~
the ‘technical support’ staff. The.recent

; 1ntmducuon ‘of Version 5.0, however, * .

has:swamped toll-free lines‘in Utah,-and”

we had to call more thar 10 times before
getting through! although the vendor says
- this ‘problem- is. being| worked on in
- cooperation, with AT&T.: Once we

‘reached the company, support was supe-

Microsoft Word 4.0, November 16, 1987
-SumnsN.SeptemherM 1987 3
" Multimate Advantage I, \«’asnn 1.0, July |-

13,1887 .
wmd-rxrmrswom:m Apma 1987, |

Lotus Manuscript 1.0, March 16, 1387 '

Displaywrite 4, March 971987 -

Word Perfect 4.2, February 2, 1967
- Office Writer 5.0, January 26, 1987

Product  Comparison: Office/Profes-

sional Word Processing, March 28,
1988: " -

We rate error handllng \rery gocd e

Word  Perfect support pohées arc_.'.
amang ‘the best in the i du_slrv We rate

; - Lanier Deskwork
learning very good. A minor-difficulty results when you Djsp’ﬁywmev:lo 7 i
try 1o use the Screen.Grabber (which Lotus Manuscript 1.0 {En
EASE OF USE: allows you to capture screen images) ‘Mass-11 - - e
Microsoft Word 4.0 '

Another traditional Word ‘Perfect

strength has been its capability to adapt

program with Sidekick, Version 1.56A.
Mo matter how these two TSR programs

Muitimate Advantage Il
Offica Writer 5.0

. Collaboration Software for tha to 2 wide range of néeds. Occasionaland - are loaded, calling the Screen Grabber .|| grce’ il § i
- PEL: R,em‘c:te contros] bptrogm:‘ndl ; professional word processors alike f‘ind - freezes thc machine  and keyboard Word Perfact 4.2 | | I ,_:
fver. CO-COMPUTE [:LS"'?;O pcll this program equally easy 10 use. Although the rmanual . indicates that ‘Wordstar Professional 4.0 ; ;

- users-help each other-or work to- In ‘addition to its flexibility -and - conflicts between the grabber and other ‘Wordstar 2000, HeIFaseso : :
gether over an ordinary phone con-: unstructured approach to word process- - TSR's may occur, it would help to Xywrite Hl. Pius !

nettion; Now. you can:

* Connect two remate PCs for. a
h'amm'g session of joint project,
running text or graphics DOS appli- *
cations at full speed’ fno screen
transfer delays).

e Take Lu.msopcrabngmeDOSapph
i cation -while' viewing the results

' ﬂ?}};":ﬁ‘:&“ﬂin E’:;\;?S;T;;‘;“s al: Unattended file transfer at i Efiminate
* Usec a- slngie phone line for voice - 1:32?01}5!33 behnaan 1""_ . Hb&mﬂw |
a?d ds'tta toggling the line mstant!y : \aﬂllh back nd pl'ﬂ'ﬂ P i > Just majl?lg
SopIRimes o &  remote printer. < replay it 3X-Link will 4
Stay in_contact while the applica o ; : {
tion is running by monitoring key- i ith 3X-Link soﬂ-  automate your file transfers. A .
* strokes and exchanging moftes in ware and cable : : i ]

movable pop-up windows.
= Toggle to a remote-control mode to
dperate the other computer from _

your keyboard. !
7 Thg dﬂrnd'esfprﬂg?‘am I'veseening

[ing, Word Perfect includes a variety of

indicate known_ TSR incompatibility:

stop and
PS/2™ computers can
now communicate, what-
ever their disk: format,
3 12" or § Va”, at speeds

lee flle Ti'ansfers a klck wnth 3X-Lmk

S
~With 3X-Link you can use
@ in compiete b_ackgmund.

- the printer of the remate PC§ - -

while.~. .you can toggle between voice : without i : work.
“and. dgmyrm enough that it might as = %ﬁ;&%ﬂ‘gﬁﬁ}m " You no longer need ﬂmmal ‘printer
well be simullaneous.” " - : : sharing devices to share ‘a pr:nter
: # Jerry Pourrelle, Infoworld.: Una_t‘l_enqed,_ be GC’s.
CO-COMPUTE, the complete - e cxgraundlocal S _
: voice/data conferencmg solution. Since itis memorysesident. . Idew!SM‘/z Pl CDIV‘ ﬂpled te with ! .
e 80&522 7660 -and runsin Jround, 3X-Link foot universal cable, with 9 and i
: &L is ready to pop up automatically i g 25 pin oonnec&ors oneachend. . i
A ucn.r%%\’ wheénever it senses data on its cable. Atanyl:n'be BthkEeasywln‘stailandraadymmrk i H
- ‘whatever program s running on either computer, foryoualsmg 1
{in ﬁgifg: ﬂlil-vgdlfzségs 2%[;3%%? = you are just 3 keys away from file transfer. FaN)
" 7 3700-5:: Sepulvec - uite 332, ; Poz ™ i g e . Mactines 1
- Wesl Los Ageles, CA 90034 g YouD;asl o omnand [Iiesiace - e " Ondor 3X.Link from your loal dealer, o directy from: ° '! fﬁ'
- 7 one PC, 50 3%-Link provides a Dual . 3X-USA One Executive Drive Fort Lee, N.J. 07024 ab

OE‘.omrn.and Interface, with DOS-ike
mmmands and two mndows one for each:
connected PC.

Phone: (800) 327-9712/(201) 592-6874 (NJ)
Fax: {201) sszmcul_ 'I'ODAW




 market, WOrd Perfect- 3.0 is an

§

- mor. Th?: suppurf ctaff :w
~‘technically ‘competent’ and
- helpful and they showeq interest
in: our pmhlemg took: time_to
. answer questions, and willingly

discussed “known ‘problems.

5 ‘However, because ofour-treuble
. getting 1hrough we rale tzchm—
= .Cal su pport pc

; _ZV.RI.UE' iy :
Al $495, Word ’P\?rfcct |$ an-

- excellent value, No more expen— i

‘sive than “its: \competitors, a -

. -superior performer, and as full- |

featured as any program on the

~ excellent value-in office/profes:
szona] word processmg

:.'John {ombcm‘: s provost of & o
. mgjor university - and ‘author of

five books. He hos been working
: with computers since 1967

- WORD PERFECT
. VERSION5.0. - _
i _Criterion ', (Waighting) Score

-Comespondence 140) - VG

Ruh Ouﬂmer Adds Exienslve Word Processmg

view is an impressive product -
that becorn::s more uscful the.

and uses both struc‘rured and -
free-form dﬂ!.a by oﬂ'enng, in
addition to one of the most
robust outliners around, exten-
sive word processing capabilities:
and a method of categorzing
and retrieving information con-
tained. in your outilncs Grand-

Gra.ndwew an-
- manager i‘mm the makers of
+ Thinktank and Ready, might be
*. described as a glorified outliner,
. since everything you do in it is
ased around an-outline. But "
that would hardly do this prod-
uctjustice, Grandview organizes

-collapsmle headlines and a full
.-assortment of}. commands. to
- make “reorganization: of the
“entries  fast’ and :i‘ﬁcnent You

Gra.ndew is based around an
outliner and has all the features

norma_;]ly found in: such prod- (including ruman numem] le-

ucts, u-u:ludmg expandab!e and e

have complete control over la-
beling styles for your outline

- Spelleriesaurus 40} Ve |

| Maimere @) 6
- Outiniog: S =
Tabeofcontents
andindexing -2 (20) VG
. Footnoles L@ 6
tracking 115 G
_Em&sms' = ;
sheets . (25) VG
inagration 25 ve
Spoed . L% Ve
" Compatibliity L@ ve

‘Documentation (100} VG
"Ease of leaming” (125 VG
| Esséofuse - (i50) E
| Errorhandling - (75 VG

Support policies &5y Eon
Technical support  (25) P :
Value s 10) B

Finatscoms |20 78
E=Excelen; VG=Very | Good:

G=Good; S=5aguslaclony; F' Poar;
E U= U'Idl:r.ep(ahP e

Company: Word Perfect Corp.,
1555 M. Technology Way, Orem, |
*| UT B4D5T: (aonezsswo £ I et
List 3 5

Requis IEIMPCOrr:

384K; DOS 2.0 or Latet hard disk
fecommended.
Pros: Powerful !ealures and ‘fine
perfomance; easy 1o leam and use:
‘| - great font and graphics support. W
Cons: Somewhat complex; no |-
‘printer . program - mmanual;. - over-
bondod Iodmplmane wppun =
Summary: Powerful, full-featured,
and’ gracehd, Word “Perfect 5.0
oOffers an outstanding ‘combination
of power and ease of use-Particu-.
larly uselful for. complex text man-
~tasks, and - ¢
documents, Word Perlect works
«| equally. well for short memos and
- casual nmeﬂondancs F

If you've been waiting around for a top petformance,
* virfually zero wait state graphics card, he:ce s soime news you
(zmtaffordtot&cehghﬂy :

Our new displzy adapters, FastWrite VGA and V- RAM VGA ;
» aresimply the fastest VGA cards available, on carth or off,; They elimi- -
‘nate the usual graphics card“bottleneckand Jlat means mcreased speed_
- and performance from a standard PC thats' -
even better than a brand-new PS/2. Not to men-
tion resolution above and béyond standard
VGA—all the way up tb 1024 x 768.

for cor
either.
FastW
- VGA L
VGA %
same a
&dapte

T
Adapte

Iisplay Adigt

VRAHIEI SR

s s Fastre VEA. V-RAD VA, Video Seven fnc.c PS72.




