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One ofihe more elegant executive word  tachments, and screen displays. | B kel

pracessors, Professional Write 2.0 offers
enhancements. that improve ils power
and tﬁ‘ccuvenm while maintaining its
: ongma] ease-of use.

FEATURES

In this new version, Profcssmnal Write .
" 2.0 adds several features to its basic word

processing capabilitics. Rectangilar
‘block definition allows the easy manipu-

- lation of tables and other similar text,
and an effective calculator systcm per-

. mits manipulation of simple formulas,
caleulation of rows and columns, and the

. insertion of results anywhere in the 1ex1.

: Professional Write continues to use a
fixed “address book™ -format for mail
merging, although it can import data files

.from other programs. The program also
supports the inclusion of graphs from
several popular programs such as Har-
vard Graphlcs It imports and in some
cases exporrs several types of word
processing, spreadshett database, and
graphics import files automatically.

 Professional Write 2.0 includes facili-
ties for making use of fonts and laser

- printers with a sophisticated installation

_and modification system. Tt easily allaws
multiple printer configurations, font at-

. While the program lacks features
found in the more advanced category of
office and professional packages, such as
footnotes, revision marking, text com-
ments, indexing and table of contents,
outlining, paragraph numbering, and
similar refinements, its featurc set is
sufficiently rich for executive-level work,
particularly for small offices and anyone
who needs quick, efficient word process-
ing at a basic level.

Our Executive Word Processors Re-
port Caid is pased on the report card we
used in our March 28 product compari-
son of office and professional word
processors, with weightings adjusted.

PERFORMANCE:

Professional Write’s fnajor visual meta-
phor is the complete page — the program
shows, on-screen, all margins (top, bot-
tom, and sides). Consequently, you see
how text fits on the page, but you also
waste screen space to show margins.

The ease of program manipulation
depends 'on 'the amount of memory in
your system, but the program will
recognize EMS memory. On a 640K
machine, for example, the page limit is
approximately 70 single-spaced pages.
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Software Publishing's Professional Write 2.0 includes pull- down windows for choosing
features or referencing keystroke sequences.

Lines are limitéd to 230 characters in
length, more than adeguate for most
purposes.

Professional Write also restricls
headers and footers to two lines of 64
characters each — apain, sufficient for
most uses. The commands for centering,
left align, and right align only work on
one line at a time and cannot be applied
to a block.

A welcome improvement are the
Professional Write 2.0 margin and 1ab
settings — they can be varied within the
same document. The new version allows

you to jump to any page, and blocks can -

now be marked from top o bottom and
reverse.

Basic correspondence features meet
our requirements for cut and paste,
search and repldace that maimtains capi-
1alization, full cursor movement, tabs, a
status line that shows the page number,
and full-featured indentation. Profession-
al Write 2.0 also'lets you redefine tabs,
place headers and footers, double space,
and append lees, s0 we rale correspon-
dence good.

Both the dictionary and synonym
finder (not actually a thesaurus) work
well, although the program does not
hyphenate- or permit soft hyphen in-
sertions. The dictionary does not contain
some words that appear in other word
Processing dlcnona.ncs such' as filename

Steve Gibson Has Invented The Way To

PREVENT AND ELIMINATE
s HARD DISK PROBLEMS!

ljfyouu_se..SpinRite“'everytwo or three
months, you’ll never have ANY
PROBLEMS with your hard disks.

’| The low-level format of your hard disk drive
is probably thelast thing you want to think
about, let alone worry about. But like the
foundation-of your home, you depend dgpon
it every day without ever giving it a sécond
thought... until something goes wrong.

Every byte of data stored in your hard disk
rests upon the drive’s low-level format foun-

DOS begins reporting errors such as:

. *  BOOT FAILURE
SECTOR NOT FOUND
- BAD SECTOR ERROR
GENERAL FAILURE READING DRIVE
ABOHT, RETRY, IGI

‘That's how your vital dara becomes hard 10
recover, or lost forever. This problem makes
our persondal computer hard disk drives the
least reliable’components in our computers.

Today you have two choices: Sit around
worrying about the safety of your data,
backing up the drive continually to mini-
mize the extent of the loss wher it occurs..

Or cure the problem at its source by prevent-
ing your drive’s low-level foundation from
ever weakening and crumbling.

SpinRite completely eliminates the problem
of gradual low-level format deterioration by
gquickly low-level reformatting any DOS
hard disk while leaving all its data in place...

But SpinRite goes FAR BEYOND JUST THAT!

dation. When that foundation weakens,.

SpinRite’s Main Features:
SpinRite e an aiin-one, total, low-feval format
maintenance, repair, and optimization utifty.
= Non-destructively iow-level reformats any
mmmmmmm&
restors, before and affer, are not required? .
= Fuily automatic surface defect mansgement

mmzingmmmy’smm

e In a matter of minutes it gives-any DOS
drive a completely new clean; stable, and
solid low-level format WITHOUT requir-
ing a tedious backup & restore operation.

® [tdetects and eliminates all data-threaten-
ing hard disk errors (which DOS can’s see)
long before'they become data-damaging.

e [tinstantly optimizes and resets the drive’s
sector interleave, guaranteeing maximum
possible data transfer rates.

e [tlocates and isolates all data-th:eatemng
surface defects. (Two to three times more
than ANY other surface testing softwarel)

Anyone with a hard disk is invited to pur-

chase SpinRite without hesitation. It is

extremely easy to use with a simple user-
interface, on-line help, an on-line index, and

a short 40-page owner’s guide booklet.

SpinRite is immediately available from:

Gibson Research Corporation
P.0.Box 6024, Irvine, CA 92716
(714) 854-1520

$59 plus $1.50 shipping and handling. Please send
check, or request UPS COD. Credit Card Orders
CANNOT be accepted at this time. California
residenis must include 6% state sales troe.
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or footers, and cannot handle

words followed by more than
one period (“hicllo.....hello™) or
perform global spelling correc-
tions. Limited by these items,
we rate -the speller/thesaurus
category satisfactory.

The fixed-field address book
can now automaite lists of up to
2,000 records for use in form
letters (related to disk size; on a
floppy you are limited to 1,000
records). The accompanying
mail-mergé capability 15 nice;

In most speed tests, Professional Write 2.0
matched office/professional packages.

with complex selcction critenia
possible and a system for includ-
ing files from Dbase III and
standard delimited files. We
score mail merge good.

'Font management works

quickly and easily, and Profes-.
sional Write permits download-
ing at print time, although the
program is semsitive to exact
font file names and doesn’t
provide a good indication of a

mismatch. The printing routine
works well, and print-time for-
matting produces good-looking
results even with justified, pro-
portionally spaced fonts. You
can include several font types in

a document, although no style
sheet function is available. The
program does handle propor-
tional fonts,
won't show proper line lengths
or page breaks as they will be
printed, nor is there a preview
feature; instead, proportional |
text 1s formatted at print time.
We rate font handling good
because documents can include
multiple fonts.

A graphic-include feature
takes graph files prepared by
standards like Harvard and PFS
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 Make your Mac larger than life.

Attach your Macintosh to our 6448C+2 Ulimate
Presentation System (UPS) and place it on any standard
overhead projector. Suddenly you've got an interactive Mac
display that scales up to even the largest audiences.

Or download your display information into the UPS's
megabyte of memory and take it virtually amywhere.
[Lifetime batteries included.)

« High resalutian monochrome projection (640x480

pixels|

« Heat tolerant to 65° U [WY° H — no fan

= One megabyte of memory

- Page scroll/windowing/special effects generator

» Compatible with the entire Apple Macintosh family

Fully compatible with: Macintosh™ 128K, Macintosh
512K, Macintosh Plus, Macintosh. 512Ke, Mammcsh SE
|video adapter required), and the
Macintosh Il (with video card). 4

So put your Mac
in the big time today.
For more information
an the UPS or the name
of yeur closest dealer, phone -
today — 800-327-7231, ext. 120.

IN FOCUS SYSTEMS INC.

7545 Souttrwest Mohawk St - Tualatin, Oregon 57062 - 5036529968

Tealsr Lngqunies ki,
Tapemansiweer Marspininshs Compus e

il | 7] tional LAN packs avallable.
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scries (but not Lotus .PIC), and
integrates them into text at print
time. Basic lines can be drawn.

chosen. Graphics are very good.

sional Write 2.0 matched office/
professional packages and. in
some cases, exceeded their re-
-sults, Speed rates a-good score.
The word processor import-
ed and exported a variety of
other word processing file for-
mats, including DCA, Word

EXECUTIVE

WORD PROCESSOR :
‘| PROFESSIONAL WRITE |.
: VERSION 2.0
ii] Critorion (weighing) Score|:
7| Performance
i Comespodance (15 G [
|| “opelernesane 50 S f
'\' Mall merge {50) G ‘
o Fonts ; oy 6 [5
| Graphies @5 V6 |
Speed L e 6 [
Compatbity | (25) va i

| B tation (125) G |
1 Easeof {125} VG _
Ease of use {150y E
Error handling £
Data imegrity ) 5 L
i‘: Eror messages 25} G
| Support :
| “Supperipoices @5 G |}
| Technicalsupport  (25) U |
Valus (150} VG «
_:‘ Final score 6.9 :
“| E—Excelent. VG=Vay Good: |’

"l G-Good; S=Satistactary; P=Poor, |*
U= Unacceptabie. :

| Com., P.O. Box 7210, 1901 Lang-
] ings Drive, Mountain View. CA
o 54038, (415) 962-0161.

4 Ligt Price: $199.

il Requires: IBM PC, XT, AT, PS/2,
- or compatibie; DOS 2.0 or later;
| 512K of RAM: two foppy drives.
| Avallable on- 3Yednch disk: singia
I LAN user support included; addi-

PTou: E&sy [0 lgarm and use; nica
faatura sat.
Const Can't reach technical sup-
PO, NG Undo command; no kng
breeks; paga Dreaks displayed with
proportiona fonl

i Aneﬂecbve

WOl processor for general office
use, Professional Write 2.0 is &
good choica for memos and corre- fi
spondence. mall list activitles, and
short repors.

but the screen .-

and several line types can be '~

In most speed tests, Profes-"
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.Perfem, M:cmsoﬁ Wotd and Wordstar. -
In testing DCA 1mpor1 we dlSOUVETEd'

that when the Ieft margin width is zero,
Professional Write crashed. The. manu-
facturer says this bug will be fixed in an
upcoming release. Otherwise, we had no
prohiems;,c_mﬁpaﬁhiliiy rates very good.

DOCUMENTATION:
Documentation consists of a gencrally
clear and comprehensive manual' with
. good examples and explanations. The
manual is less effective, however, in
explaining issues selated to soft fonts and
laser printer support.
The program mcIudcs very useful on-
line context-sensitive help scréens. A
short printer manual outlines major
capabilities of principal supported print-
- ers but offers lintle guidance for users with
nonstandard pnm::r arrangernems or

E

Among executive

word | processors

Professional Write 2.0 does well

performing executive-type word .
processing functions like basic
correspondence and mail mergmg

fonts. The main manual’s error-message
appendix is especially well-documented
and helpful. Overall, we cons:der the
documentation good.

EASE OF LEARNING:

With a clean user interface and compre-

hensive context help screens, even com-
puter novices will have little difficulty
learning Professional Write 2.0. Its oper-

ation is predictable, and the default -

arrangements produce good results.

Moreover; the easy setup and capability -

to change that setup with minimal tech-
nical expertise help- beginners greatly.

D19, edirasn Rearech Corgonanon. -

Take A No Risk Look At ActionTracker. ‘Call Toll-Free:

- 1-800-368-3542

(In Virginia, 804-072-8151)

ActionTracker™ helps you set
objecrives, identify needed activities,
determine realistic due dates, effec-
tively delegate the workload, follow -
up and repart on progress.
. Meerings are fewer, shorter, more
roductive. Communications
improved. Time and money saved.
You look like a genius ar Monday
 morning staff meetings and weekly
TNanagement reportng,
Whar's ActionTracker?
: Itsmeﬁrstsofnnmﬁiatﬁﬂsﬂm
gap berween too-complicated rradi-
tional project managmnmtso&wzre
and too-limited to-do list sofrware.

- InfoWorld suznsup whatitdoes for
-you: “ActioniTracker...not only tracks
‘yourprojects and rerminds you when
 things come due, italso cross refer-
“encesthemtocome upmﬂumelabc—
. rate set of reports™

WhoNeeds 2
. Anyone in any profession or func-
tiopl area who needs w keepup with
who's doing what, by when, for mul-
- tiple'projects, objectives and people.

No-Risk, 30-Day Trial.
ActioriTracker works on IBM® and
‘compatbles. Cur nerwork version is
compatible with Novell's Nerware®,
3Com’s 3+ Digital’s DECner®and
other DOS NETBIOS networks.
Prices startat $295.

Information Research Corporation
A Research Group Company

2421 vy Rd  Box 7644

Charlottesville, VA 22901

The closest approximation to a tutorial is
the “Quick Tour" at the beginning of the
manual, which helps users get started and
familiar with the product. Professional
Write 2.0 gets a very good rating in ease
of learning.

EASE OF USE:

For experienced "users, the speed keys
known as “macros” permit many opera-
tions without going through a menu —a
helpful advantage. The speed key feature
allows the recording of any sequence of
keystrokes and will automatically pause
for user input. The enhanced directory
management utility that sorts file names
and permits document word or phrass
searches is useful; it looks through the
actual text of all documents in & sub-
directory for a keyword or phrase. The
quick-reference guide is handy and help-
ful. In general, the program couldn’ be
easier, earning it an excellent in ease of
use. : :

ERROR HANDLING:

Although the program is well-protected
against normal errors caused by faulty
keystrokes or opén drive doors, no undo
or automatic backup features are avail-
able (although cut and paste keeps data in
a clipboard huffer). Because the program
keeps all text in memory, 2 power failure
will delete all edmng changes since the
last save.

The lack of soft hyphenation can
cause problems. If you inadvertently set a
right margin only five or six spaces from
the left margin 'and reformat, the pro-
gram breaks words longer than five or six
letters with a space. When you reformat
to wider text, the spaces remain and must

i

be manually removed. . i
A similar error occurs if you try m
convertand load'a Wordstar file with. lme
Iengths longer than the defaults for

_ Professional Write. A converted file is

" created with words that are broken at the
margin.

‘When attempting 1o load a file that
too long for the program. Professions
Write 2.0 rejects the file completely —
there is no way to handle the file withis
Professional Write unless you find an-
other program o break lhe file into
smaller pieces. %

These problems can be annoying, bt
the typical user will rarely encounte
them; otherwise data integrity is satisfac-
tory. !

‘Error messages are clear and slrmghl—
forward, without too many on-screen
extras or suggestions. The manual, how-
ever, thoroughly explains error messages
and helps solve and answer problems.
This helps the error-message category
earn a good rating. .

SUPPORT:

Software Publishing Corp. provxdes a
newsletter with updateinformation and
an unlimited number of support calls
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Pacific Tine.
Monday through 'Friday. Registered
owners get upgrade notifications; up-
grades from Professional Write 1.0 or
PFS Write are priced at $50. Other
guarantees meet industry standards, and
we rate Professional Wnte 2.0's 'cuppart
policies good.

We made seven calls at various times
to technical support and found it busy,.or
(on occasion) we were pul on hold for
more than five minutes. We never suc-
cessfully reached anyone in the technical
support department, 50 we rate il unac-
ceptable. :

M&Te

- -

VALUE:

Among executive word processors, Pm~
fessional Write 2.0 does well performing
executive-type word processing functions
like basic correspondence and mail
merging, competing dli‘:ctly withh such
products as Q&A Write. Although not
quite as powerful, this $195 program is
very easy 1o learn and use, and if the
range of needs is restricted to basic word
processing and mail merging, it’s an ideal
choiee. In its class, Professional Write:2.0
does its job well and rates very good in
value.

John lombordi is provost of o major
university and author of five books. He has
been working with computers since | 967,

PROFESSIONAL WRITE e BENCHMARKS
: Rigeseh Prafessicnal Werd
Word Write Perfec
4.0 20 a0
File
Lead 1.4 1.1 1.5
Save and continue 41 1.8 i 56
Import ASCII 1.1 22,0 18.3
“Export ASCIl 55.3 ] 225
import DCA 587 . 489 209
Cursor movyement i
Top to bottdm 0.5 o5 | 28
Manual scroft 841 976 ary
Reformat 108 2 259
Seaarch
Last word- 22 32 27
Replace 14.4 152.1 5.5
Append do t 07 08 08 il
Benchmark :z;ts performed on 50K text file; tests based on office and professional word nmce_ssu_rué
product coiparison, March 28.
.:. 'Douldnoxqjo.l;n;mymle{aunﬁers crzanlnnﬁz‘esmexmzimmajlcfmwma!y




