-1 for graphics and other includ-
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Faster Word Processor
' NowRanks Among Best

B}r John Lambardi Review Sourn'

"Over the years, Wordstar’ 2000

has grown from a clumsy, s!uw i

progrém- into a graceful, fast
competitor in the professional
word processing category, an
intensely cormpetitive fieid in-
cluding such heavy. hitters as
Microsoft Word 4.0, Multimate
Advantage TI, Samna IV, and
Word Perfect 4.2, Wordstar
: ZOOOPlusmmtheamemthis
- contest of speed, power, and

. complexity with Release 3, nf-

fering an awesome features hist,
significantly improved pf:rfnr-

. mance, excellent documenta-

i tmn, and superior support
" 'FEATURES:

- Like Gaul, the 21" disks that |

' make up Wordstar 2000 Plus,
- Release 3, Personal Edition may
be divided into three parts: a
main program that does the
word processing; a set of extra
features’ handling mail lists,
form letters, indexing, telecom-
munications, and file conver-
sions; and a collection of stand-
alone programs that manage
graphics (Inset II), produce
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With Releass 3 Wonlsta.r
2000 comes into its ownasa
word ‘processor that ' com-
.| petes with the best in its class,
‘Not: oopy-promsd. ‘For the
| IBM PC, Pros: Strong oditing
-and formatting; laser printer
‘support; much . impraved
support. Cons: Add-ins lack
| common interfacs; corplsx,
“not for ca"l.w.l user. g
PEILE.IJ'Bi DETAILS: -
T.Jstpnoe, $425. Version test-
‘ed (Wordstar 2000 Plus,
Release 3, Personai Edition)
-available for IEM #C mocels
“incleding 13/2 and croupati-
ble: ruaning DGS 2.0 o
“later. Requires 384K (512K

ed progrsms}, Hayes-com-
patsblr madsm . far
somsa:unications, herd disk
recommended.  Micropro,
P.O. Box 704C, San Rafacl
§ ! CA549_'0i (800) 669-1200.

_page-size text - dlsplays {Show
Text), handle outlines (PC-Out-
line), and permit the usé of pre-
printed forms (Fill-A-Form).”

In addition, the package in-

¢ludes HP Font-and PS Font for
managity Laserjct "and Post-
Sf'!'l!.rl

fonts. These elements

vary itom the complete integra- -~

tion of mail-list .and telecom-
munications functions. to the
-virtual stand-alone operaticn of

. FilbA-Form. Taken together,

they constitute one of the most
powerful word-related tools cur-
rently available, (A legal version

Eu} Wurdstar ‘PGGG- Plus

Release 3 with' no add-ons for
slightly less.) o
- Wordstar's speed Jump rc-
presents a-new feature for &

_ formerly stuggish program. Cur-

sor operations, locating text,
reformatiing, and general opera-
tions all zip along as fast as any
competitive product.

Release 3z long hsr. of rmal'-

‘attractions includes superior lat

has a slightly different mix of ~

add-on products; you can also

‘emiphasis on” HP Laserjet and -

ser printer support, with special

P{)s!.r.cnpt prmters and Insct I
a graphics: program that can- be -
called from | within Wordstar -
2000 10 caplure any screen
image and insert it into-text.
Inset II can expand, rotate, clip, -

move, and otherwise edit graph- 5
_ics images and flow text around

them, providing a highly superi-
or graphics systcrﬁl 1o the one in
Microsoft Word 4. ; ;

The fixed-ficld mail-list pro-

‘gram has more and longer ficlds.

Mail List prints [\olodex cards

thatmdu:esymn-paperdnﬂ:er
Eg;!ﬁkesthemessnﬁyuu:

MemoryMate is free-form and
works intuitively. Once
enter a record (up to 60 lines

: Whldlmearlsthat
by

Xbucanseamh
semnds .

. And vice versa,.

remember a thing,
nis jagt }r ‘3!,'* you can't reme
ram

Iet:; say you also

N

an i May and attorney™
pheng nunber.

Unlike structured data bases, §

ﬁgm single wu;idphmse, and date is automahcaﬂy in-

Ma'hecanﬁndﬂiatremxﬂlatﬂ'
argfwmd,date,or&lc
o

- on scréen automatically on the days you select..
So how complex is all this o operate? Memory
only 15 simple commands and they're always
youcanaccmalltha.tpowereasily— tzlthou.thavmn to

you put a note about him in

vﬁmihe wurd "tennis” and nit &e&ﬂard'ney in
monds records contﬁmmg “tennis” begin to appear Dut
2 tennis league. You've got i of
nis” entries. Th I?&IT(‘\-’ your search, you fype “tennis.
‘mgc‘ You've ga" his name and

in it. And MemoryMate
n a PC XT in three

And since MemoryMate is memory-resident, it's always
there, You can access it while other
You can even cut and paste between MemoryMate and n&m

5 AT Tunming

Just enter memos, notes, tables — an
the puilt-in wy?uu':l You can cf’thes:pahngcmg weing
~ “keywords)” ,Iustof you can forget where ynu stashed that
m:ﬁnam or yelflow Fost:
can pat pa?aeé your to-do lzsts an:l ‘deadlines,
Begause Memury reminds you, Tickler. messages pop-up

Find what you need using’ 2 qmgle word.
Or z sentance, =
Let's say you want to call an attorne you met lavueg t2n-

LE* g, yon

rdenm: Male,

With all this
acpedMemnry

do it now, before

B

you ‘v mi' Mwybhfz‘s
power, you'll wonder how you
eoer got by without it.”

. Syndicated columnist Bob
Schwabach is ecstatic: “I don’t
know quite how did
;‘:;;h:r this thing is lightning

and all these incredible features, you'd
o cost a lot more than $69.95. But it

And nghrncwyoucangetademndjskfurlessmanslx
bucks — which can be rebated when you buy MemoryMate.
»Snﬁﬂmmewuponbelcwandsendltm

dbesureln

After all, you dtg’!; have Nembryh»!n‘#mreumd you. Yet.
B EE By D BN ED G B B B

[IYES.
[I'M SOLD.

&ﬂmﬁtmmdﬁkh
$595 txx and shipping induded. =
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© ‘and includes an alternative fixed-format
..form for inventory management.

"1 Now supporting Xmodem protocol, .

ithe Telmerge program supports an’ ex-

‘panded command set for building duto-

mated scripts for calling -data SErVices, .
logging on, and extracting information.-
Fill-A-Form lets you fill in a screen
form and then print the data, and also
keeps name and address files. PC-Outline -
is* a stand-alone outliner with good
capabilities but only modest interaction
with Wordstar 2000. Show-Text, a pro-
gram that creates page-size visuals-using
text of different sizes, colors, and type
styles, is a useful tool. ~Finally; the
excellent thesaurus includes completely -
redone and lmpmved documemano__n

- PERFORMANCE: =

" With a product this complex, per“or—

mance’ is difficult to characterize in a-

- word: Intmofspced, Retease3ls
th H

. Tequires. text to match new margins of

longer lines, the process takes place in
background mode while you return to
typing. Further improvement  comies
from a cursor speedup option that varies
the speed of the cursor’s movement from
slow to blazingly fast.

Other performance improvements in-
clude the new thesaurus with some
40,000 root words and about 500,000
additional synonyms. When looking up a

- word, the thesaurus permits cross-

references, provides synonyms in catego-
ries by parts of speech (verb, noun,
adjective), and provides a general
definition for each word form. :

Release 3 supports two or three equal-
width columns. The program does not
display the columns side by side for
editing purposes, but a preview com-
mand displays the page as it will print.
Although slightly less powerful than the
equivalent feature in Word Perfect 4.2,
the Wordstar implementation is ‘much
easier to use. |

Expanded key macros now permit 11
lines for each keyboard macro and up to
40 macros within one macro file.- The

complexity of possible programming is

impressive and Release 3's ready-made

macros include excellent examples.
Widow/orphan control, repro-

grammed function keys, automatic line

numbering, and the capability to get a

quick count of lines, pages, words, and

words by length of word all’ make thisa -

superior performer. ;

The companion programs all work
more or less as advertised. Inset II is an
excellent performer, easily and effective-

placement of the graphic on' the page
(left, right, centered) and whether to flow

+ text around it-or not. A preview mode in-
Inset II lets the user see how the graphic ..
will look in the text, although the regular
Wordstar Page Preview command -

. doesn't show the graphic.

The Telmerge program “works as wcil
as in previous versions, -although the -
power of the telecommunications Auto-
mation language for script files is en- .
-hanced. s1gmf1camly Telmerge now::

supports ‘the Xmod:m protocol and
manages a compk‘l.e[y automated dial;

log-in, interrogate, ca.plu.ﬁ; save, and log-

. off sequence. The program does not,
‘however, support’ the :Kermit r&lecom-
munications protocol.

“Wordstar 2000; Reléase 3 continues 4

. tradition of powerful ‘mail- -merge -capa-

-nising: fme-funn, com a~dehm1tecl data-
baszes rem a5y, “the commands
“for condmcnal data file processing re-
main- strong, The indexing program,

however, is still clumsy and wastes disk :

- Spate.,
Although the spellmg checker is good,

it ran into a niumber of common but un--

recognized words: departmentalization,
John,-Robert, subunit, unrealized, siaff-
- ers, underway, and wunclarified. Word
Perfect 4.2°s speller had no difficulty with
these words, The speller does not check
for double words such as “the the.”
There is no option to correct 3 mistake
on this occurrence only; “instead, all
_subsequent occurrences are changed. No
convention exists to ignore words with
numbers such as 3rd or 1960s.
Despite these complaints, Wordstar
2000, Release 3 can be judged in
performance by placing it alongside the
most powerful robust products in the
market: It is as full-featured, powerful,
and fast as Word Perfect 4.2 and
Microsoft Word 4.0 arid better on most
counts than Multimate Advamage II. As
a result, it rates an excellent in perfor-
mance.

DOCUMENTATION-

Release' 3 includes three eIeganll_',f pro-

duced manuals, totaling almost 1,500
pages and comprehensively covering the
program and its accessories. The docu-
mentation is well-written, clearly illus-
trated, and fully indexed. Each program
contains extensivé on-line help files, and
a- quick-reference guide synopsizes the
material fully.

Given its clarity,, organization, and
completeness, we rate Wordstar 2000,

" [ - s i Werd

i 2000 Play 2000 Plus Werd Parfoct
Version 3 Version 2 4.0 4.2

| PioLoad 0:02 0:02 © 001 0:03

-| SavelExit 0:04 0:05 0:04 0:08

:| Asci Ezport 23 418 0:02 0:20

| .DCA Translate 2:54 122 252 0:46

i| - Cursor Top/Bottom 0182 Immediate. | 0:04

‘| Manual Scvoll 0:33 40 - 23 2:29

| Repege 20 Pages Automatic Automatic ;07 Automatic

i Search - 0:02 B:az? 0:07 0:05 -

5| Ssarch/Repiace 0:35 111 3R 0:10

| Append Document 0:03 0:51 Immadiate o2

| FeeSIe 93K 86K 89K 86K

4 Times ate shown in minutos and seconds (e.g.. 1 105 1 minute and 10 seconds) Systom Conlquenbion B MHz
il EMPC AT with G408 RAM, 40 ms hard disk occess tima

2| "word Parfect, Vorsion 4.2 dated BI1OBT First tost look approxmmalely twa hmes longor than succeeding Thice
i tests. *Tested in charactor moda. Manunl scrof in graphics mode took 3 menyles and 33 secends “nsulficent
t| mamary lo search and repiace af hils n our standard fde. Search and replece on o Ma Shortened to ona thed Iho
T} Sizo ol bur standurd He took 10 seconds. Hypothatical speed lor a search and replac m ot slandard ke would ba
| 30 seconds.

Iy capturing screen images from virtually -
- every commonly available display de- -
vice. Inset asks some questions about the -

bilities. Comp%ex form. letter processing

-

Release 3 excellent. |
in documentation, |

..EASE OF
LEARNING:
There’s .no  doubt
about it: In spite of
Wordstar 2000's ex-
tensive user aids;
such as an’ effective
tutorial, excellent.
manuzls, and sensi-
tive on-line docu-
mentatiom, it’s stilla_
:cmpim; pmgm

.:Thepe e so rnamf,
pbssxbﬂnres -Fea-.
tures, opportunities,

Warh page praview, Wordsrar 2000, Release 3 shows you how
thé: ¢ paga will look when pranred ihere on a Hercules sysreml

and capabﬂmcs that .

“Release:3 has excellent support for a wide

the selections:

~Most of the general word processing
functions work predictably, and the on-

line help usualily offers the right level of

assistance. However, if general word
processing is all that a user requires,
Wordstar 2000, Release 1 is overkill and
too expensive. What makes this package
agood value is its multiplicity of features.
But because many of Release 3's spevial
features re in add-on programs such as

Inset 11, Fill-a-Form. and PC Qutline. the.

commands, operations, and instructions
vary significantly, greatly increasing
learning time and complexity.

In short, given the complexity of the
programs and the variability of the user
interface for the different modules. we
rate ease of leamning good.

EASE OF USE:
To some extent, the program's complex-
ity and different user anterfaces reduce
the product’s ease of use. With increased
familiarity, conversely, Wordstar 2000
- offers numerous tools that aid easc of use.
The powerful macros can create custom-
_key sequences to accomplish frequent
‘editing tasks. Redefined function keys,
with four levels (key. alt, ctrl, shift).
provide versatile customization capabili-
ties. The installation . program has a
superior set of utilities 1o customize the
program for different purposes, and the
telecommunications module can he
programined for automatic use.

A file locator lets you find files by
name, any word in the file, or a complex
combination of words and relational
operators (Word | and Word 2 but not
Word 3). Subdirectory management and
a document history facilitate ease of use.
The file conversion utility, permitting
document exchange between Word Per-
fect, Multimate, and 1BM RFT/FFT/
TXT formats, can be customized, mak-
ing document conversion easy for experi-
enced users.

Wordstar can bc medified and en-
hanced relatively casily to match virtual-
ly any user's environment, but the
expertise required to exploit its capabili-
ties is substantial. While the product is
strong in case of use for experienced
users, it is complex and its components
have different user interfaces. Overall, we
rate ease of use good. -

ERROR HANDLING:

Release 3 handles errors relatively well, -

catching open drive: doors and ather
operating errors without problems. Each
file has a hnckup copy saved at all times,
so the previous version is always avail-

“no one can hope to have a gentle Iearn:ng 3
curve. Some, of the features require,
" specialized’ knowledge: for example.

rangeof video display devices, but many -
- users lack the knou.Ledgc 0 respcnd o

able. An Bndo command (actually an
undelete function) retrieves deletions of
mare than one character. but only at one
level. Error méssages are good.
suggested’solutions. <

Yet . the complexity of the add-on

cprografis are such that the memon-
The main word processing program is -
relatively easy to use at a simple level.’

resident graphics utility, Inset 11,
conflict with other memon.-resident pm-
grams  or cxhaust memon,  theres
locking up the kevbourd. While the
manual warns of this. it is nonetheless
surprising (o find the heyboard locked
with no error message.

We found this release stable and wohd,
and we rate error handling good.

SUPPORT:

Evidently. Micropro has  decided 1o
suppart this product. Mot only does the
product offer the hest telephone support
poficy in the business — unhmted.
seven-day-a-week, free suppont for the
life of this release plus six months — hut
an additional prointer support disk cones
with the package andont suppon tor HP
Laserjet soft funts is avalable on request.
Micropro notifies registered  veers of
upgrades and new-products with consud-
erable frequency.

Migrapra offers a 30-day money-hack
guaranice but only of you buy directly
from Micropro, so we'll only give tha
half-credit. Corporate and extended sup-
port are undefined. Upgrades from the
earlier versibn of Wordstar 2000 cost
$149 for the Personal Edition or [ egal
Edition and $89 to upgride just Mord-
star 2000 without the add-on programs.

On one occasion we called on a Friday
and were put on hold for a:few minutes.
‘We gave up. but later we called the toll-
free support line on Saturday and got
through.  We asked a number of ques-
tions and received quick. uscful answers:
“Can you find all ruler lines™ (Nok
“Can you have different-width
columns?” (No), “Why docs Release 3
freeze up with Sidekick 1.56A loaded
first, Inset loaded sccond, and Release 3
loaded third”" (Probably ran out of
memory).

This new support system is a welcome
improvement, and we rare Wordstar
2000 Release 3's support excellent.

VALUE: i

Among the high-power | oifice word
processing packages we hive reviewed,
Woardstar 2000, Release 3 at $495 offersa
price close 1o the others in this class
{Word 4.0. Word Perfect 4.2, Samna [V,

Multimate Advantage 1), hul the range
of features it offers puts it at the top of the
class. As powerful as the others and
packed with features and supenor laser
support, we rate Wordstar 2000, Release
an excellent value.

Br. John lombord) is a professor of history
and guthor of several books. He hos been
working with computers since 1967,

with



