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Word Processor Update
Improves MostFeatures

By JohntLombardi ReviewBoard

Dac Software, a company fam-
ous. for its tow-price software,
has released Dac Easy Werd II,

an updated version of its word

PIOCESSOT.

Where the previous edition |,

came with many problems in
performance and ease of use, its

repiacemm which we review

here, is substamtially improved
in almost every area. And
there's no arguing with the 349
price and the money-back
guaraniec.

FEATURES: .

in the features wars, Dac and its
ilk do not compete against the
big guns like Word Perfect or
Microsoft Word. But when
compared with those in the low

end of the word processing .

markel, Dac Word holds its own
and even offers a few surprises.
Dac Word has the standard
commands for moving about &
decument. for cutting and
pasting. and for deleting. Dac
Word Il also handles on-screen
formatting such as boldface
type, centering, and underlining.
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matting to new margins.

* The program supports a wide
range of printers. and by editing
prinier tables you can add sup-
port for printer featurds not
‘explicitly supporied.

A significant plus is that the
program ¢<an handle documents
of substantial size — more than
500 pages — since Word 1}
needs to keep only 2 small
portion of the dc n

It has “decimal tabs, hanging
ixlents;[hard page returns {new
in this| version), justification

features if that you can have ASCII chart showing what sym-
four wind open at once. (But  bols correspond to which codes.
note lhat| you can't open two Word [I justifies text using
windows (nto the same copy-of whole spaces. rather than
the same document.) You can  microspace justification, so it
see all foyr windows on-screen.  leaves lots of biank rivers
or you cah enlarge one window  throughout the text. But the
1o full-screen size. program does permit propor-

The prpgram doesn'tdafool, tional spacing as long as i€'s

noles, prepare indexes or 1ables
of comemts. or do math or
| But the program sup-

done by the printer and not the
word processor.

(improved), superscripts and memory at any one timé.

A new command will tempo-
rarity exit to DOS 1o mn an-

ports theinsertion of any iBM

PROTEGE breaks the price barrier!

PROTEGE 286 SYSTEM
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PERFORMANCE WE OFFER:

+ NAME BRAND PARTS - FREE SALES ORDER LINES

- 48 HOUR BURN-IN « FREE TECHNICAL SUPPORT LINES
» PRE- « FREE CREDIT CARD USAGE

« CUSTOM URATION - FREE UPS GROUND SHIPPING

To order

1 -8190-634-8388

_ FRaset Switch
Enhancid Keyboard (101 Keys)
Documenation

Complote
Ohe Yewr Limited Warranty
Free shipping withit

'OWER, MORE SPEED '
| LOT LESS MONEY,

F THE PHOTEGEGDMII’TMENTTO QUALITY AND

WITHIN COMTINTENTAL U.S.

toil free

Salos Hours: 9!0 7MF {C&T)




-Software Reviews

" INFO

“WORLD

File3X: C: \SCRATCH \Unnasmd

ul‘l.nltl.ﬂ. of scadwmle talmt]
Prchmain focmed on & particeise ared
- fetadies, slwoct by definition,
withiw bhe wrthodalogical,

{ imdowreition iwvemt progresc or.
tash wf coshiwimg the rasswrces and o

..‘.'.-l.' Q _: . :
tesiplinary 1iuitx of teaditfonal waill‘
s o achisue the inctructional baly

! Lima 8 Coluwm 19
Incart

U

D o © e 3
repective, a chort revisu ul!
a ctudies sy be hxlpful .«

watiow of

chools facuend oo a particuls
etudisc, alwoct by definitios,f are
Ssucospancad uithin the aethoda

One of Ddt's strengihs is that yoq

simdtaneously. You con also zoominon o

can hove os mony as four windows open on-screen
window ond make.it full size.

other program and then returrto Dac
* Word II with the documnent intact. This
version also supports up to 26 different
macros per document subdi

* . Dac Word Il hasa rather nice mailing-
list manager that opcrates with i&dble

formal. adequate for all but the most
sophisticated mailing-list operation 1o
produce form letters and automated
mailings. !
PERFORMANCE: ]
- 'We tested Dac Word 11 on.an AE clone,
and found that the program's is
exemplary for most functions. For exam-
ple? Dac. Word [ is especially
) searcl:uns and replacing {See accompany-
ing benchmark table). -

The editing commands work quickly,

. * and thé previous difficulties- with the

.. insert mode have been completcky efimi-.

- © nated. The program does its wdrk with
. admlmble facility.

’ Unfortunately, print - " enhangements

. such as bokiface type and undedining

show up the same way on a mongehrome
screen. if you have both enhancements i in
a-documént, you can't ‘telf ‘which.is

3 : aof.
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fast at’

'.andpane

500 and 1,000 pages.

Dac Easy Word [ is a quick perform-
er, although this is offsel somewhat by
the weak speller and the lack of support
for the DCA fije formai. We rate it 2 good

perf'ormer

being returned (o the main File menu,

Noncthuless, let's make it clear that
these are not majos stumbiing blocks. We
vate case of leirning as.very good. -

EASE OF USE:

Experienced users can dispense with
most of the menus and use speed key
combinations {the All key pius a Jetier)
for most common [unctions. You can
buitd macros from cxisting text or from
cammand or keystroke sequences. You

can save these macros to disk for later .

recall, .

The windows arc very cffective for
work requiring multiple dacumenis on-
line a1 the same uime. The help system
provides adequaie infermation, o expe-
rienced users rarely need the maneal.
The program has some sysiem ulifities
that report a document's number of
words, paragraphs, lines, and pages, as
well as the amount of system memory
available.

Although the printing module is
lexibie and operates well, special fea-
tures of individua) panters may reguire
yau to custom edit printer control codes.
This is a tedious job in any case, but Dac
Word [l has a separate Install program
that simplifies the entry and testing of

priater commands.

Dac Easy Word 1l is one of the least
expensive word processors available. |

features are many, its performance

strong, cmd its capabllmes extensive.

DOCUMENTATION: )
The manual is writlen and “organized
well, though it could have g better index
and include more technical information.

Ther¢ is a printed tutorial, but it is stitl

- difficult to find out abaut {he charecteris-

tics of the program — how large a
document it can handle, how many
records it holds in the mailing-list file,
what structure a Dac Easy Word I

¢ ““ASCII. delimited" data file uses, and
ite: . simitar information,

. Information on macros .and their

di. “manudl. The Undo function is neves

mentioped- or described but can be
inferred from ﬂlc dﬁcnpﬁun of the cut

Unfortunately, when you reformat a
file, you wipe out centering, indentations,
and ‘other charactesistics. This is a major
defect that increases the effort needed 10
modify document formats. Blocks are
unforgiving in that once you've marked
one, you cannot exit or escape without
unmarkmg the biock. Macros must be
saved in the same subdirectory as the
document being adited, or else you must
chsnse the current subd]mctory to the
one tn which the macro resides.

* To hyphenate part of your text, you
must first define a block, Then, once
you've chosen the hyphenate command,

° support technician and because you get

" ties, We rate Dac Easywmduagood-f

- and outhor of five books. He has been’

the program shows you its supgested
hyphenation and prampis you for ap-
proval,

Batancing the pros dand cons, we rule
cuse of use as good.

ERROR HANDI.ING:
The program’s Undelete funclion uses
the cut-and-paste buffer, letting you
restore Lhe most recent biock deletion
because all block deletions, cuts,. or
copics, go to the paste buffer. There is no
Undelese function for word of line
deletions that do not use the biock
command, .
Many simple crrors are routinely
handled with good error messages.
Whenever exiting the syslem, you are
queried on whether you want ta leave -
without saving the document. The previ-
ous version's tendency to tet ypu oves-
write program or other sensitive files has
been corrected, and the (e management
system is quiite effective. .
We rate error handling as satisfactory.

SUPPORT:

Users are emnled 10 just 10 minutes of
free support (at least the call is toll-free).

For $60. you can sign up for an extended
support plan and get an hour of 1oll-free
suppert, a newsletter, and some discount
coupons. We tried several times to reach
tech support, but on each call we got a
lang wait with recorded messapes.

The :progmm is not copy-protected
and comes with a 30-day money-back
guaramge. . .

Because we never were able to reach a

just 10 miautes of suppurt. we rate
SUppart poor.

VALUE:
With a list price of $49, Dac Easy Word
Il is one of the least expensive word
prs available. Its features are
many, its performance strong, and .its
capabilities extensive, .
- You could spend more monky —.
$199, in fact — and get PFS Professional
Write and Q&A Write. Both programs !
are more powerful and quite easy'to Jearn .
and. use, but-you pay for those capabii-

value,

John lombardi is & professor. of history

wor*ngl with _compurers since 1967,
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