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in the fierce battle for word
| processing supremacy, corpo-

jmost significant bartlefield. By
capturing corporate steno
; pools and office word process-
i ing,

i = heaviest, du!y word processing
l packagr.s hope to gain a large, captive
market. Onee an organization commits
| ] Jtself 1o a word processing package
i

1

requiring a major investment in training,
.it remains hooked for subsequent up-
grades and awvailable for add-on pro-
_grams.
Becausé this market is 50 competitive,
| poorly designed packages have long been

washed from the lists. The programs we -

- loak at here do what they say they will do
i reasonably guickly and quite competent-
ly. Maost have more features than any
reasonable person or office will ever
need, althcugh specialized functions can
be 2 major issue for some organizations.
And in fact these specialized functions
may be the most lmpurtant buying
criteria for word pmcessmg systems
Of the seven major word processing
systems selected for this suryey, four
" originated as microcomputer imitations
of dedicated word processing systems
.characteristic of business offices five
years or 50 ago. Displaywrite 4 'mimics a
‘now-defunct IBM systein, Multimate
‘Advantage II and Officewriter 5 mimic a
dedicated Wang em; and Samna
Word I'V echoesa L.ame1 word processor.
Like their ancestors, these' page-ori-
ented products edit and display text in
. terms of pages. Aithnugh they initially
gained their acceptance ds microcomput-
er ccpies of dedicated systems, all’ feur
have gyolved . to include many more

features and capabilities. and {can now |
compete directly with-the bmlpmgrams v

available.

Word “Perfect 4.2. — exemplify ‘the
document-ciiented approach, | This ap-

words, with page bieuis show1 On-5CTEEN
but not-affecting cperation. Of varying
power and . sophlsucanon. two
systems 5how t.hqr tcxt editing henmge

1€ é‘._frii:uies of cach?,f’agc-
3 st when
bcr vou

§ |rate America représents the

manufacturers - of the-

* structure of

Two' systems — Wordstar 2000 and’

- proach treats textas a sontinuaus flow of

. age from

\
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fer a more seamless approach of dealing
with text. Consequently, using a dictio-
nary, thesaurus, or-any like function
across page |boundaries is much more
graceful. (By graceful. we mean that
achieving the desired effect requires a
minimum of keystrokes, and that the
he word processor is unob-
trusive 50 moving from mode to mode
occurs smoothly.)

~ Micrbsoft| Word 3.11 is samethmg of
an anomaly., coming to office word
processing : from a typesetting back-
ground. While mostly document-orient-
ed, it piaccs special emphasis on the
elements of the printed page and offers
an unusuall i powerful range of format-

ting and layout capabilities.

Whatever their origins, the programs
share a common core of word processing
capabilities, They handle text with rea-
sonable speed and efficiency, move the
cursor around, cut and paste text; check
spelling, handle mailing labels and form
letters, and perform math funciions.

With the exception of Displaywrite 4,.

all have extensive printer support and
facilities to customize that support, for
special uses or unusual printers. Again,
with the exception of Displaywrite 4, all
can convert word processing files| |from
one variety of word processor 1o anpther,
as well as produce standard ASCI} files
without any word processing codes. All

siieleding Ofﬁce Word Processors

T he prugmrns included in this sum-

cult to\learn thoroughly, although
they différ significantly in ease of first
.use. Their many features, options, and
capab:lmes provide the user with such
. a great ariety of possibilities that

what works best is a major responsibil-

ity. - Thege packages will be most

successfully used in offices that can

afford 19 have a word processing

expert ‘whose responsibilities include
+ in:tanmrn customizing, instruction,
and mamtenance of the program.

If properly installed for users who
nave recgived good training, the pow-
er and efl‘emvenes'. of a major word -
pmcessaqg systern becomes an asset. If

C:dmdual users- have to. ieara the

program, maintain it, and select which

eatures to use for which tasks, they

| 1. usually spend too much time explor-

ing the |program’s - mmp;ev:ty and

mal set of features.

Selecting a word prc-.emna packs
this group is made more
diﬁ':cu]t by the'fact that all of them are;
sogoad. Ap lr'(&rm..e chosee has three'
stages: flm, {dermfy your, office’s
most L‘unplex. difficuit, and lengthy
! word processing task —- then elimi-
{ - nate those word pmv:wrs that can-
1 not doitl Sécond, look closs!y at the
f unjquuftature« of each word process-

ing pmg,ar-- and keeg orly ﬂ'c:f an

keeping track of what is possible and _chooss among the remaining systems

an’ organization with a significant

often set:le for knowledee of a mini-

ftoply run om a PC based on two
"PC-compatible machines with the

_they are optir:

]
i
|
|

yuur list whose fealure:, serve a useful

mary;are big and relatively diffi- . function for your organization. (This

|
may be sophisticated. card file man- t
agement, compléx typesetting needs, :|
telecommunications support, or com-
patibility with a dedicated system or
already trained workforce.) Third,

based on users’ preferences. (Do they
like page-oriented or document-ori-
ented systems; do they like menus or
commands; or dp they-prefer one help
system’s approath over another’s?)
‘While .our” preference for Word
Perfect 4.2 represents a balanced
evaluation of the many features and
capabilifies of these seven programs,
we can easily imagine office environ-
menis for which Werd Perfect would
nat be the best program. For example,

investment in Wang word processing
technology would be well served by
adepting either Multimate Advantage’
or Gffice Writer, thereby enhancing
the value of training already acquired
through the Wang system.

Finally, it's important to recognize
that the sophistication of these pro-
grams reguis significant computing
power. None of these can be satisfac-

g

floppy disks. They work well on IBM

standard Z0-megabyte hard disk, but-
iy effeciive on AT-
class fomputess with fast bard c‘n«es. : I

“ing products. Displaywrité 4 is not

Displaywite 4, s~ ’ingGr{d M:u-ch a/i

- |

|
can convert to-and from the IBi\-‘I
standard RFT (revised form text) word
processing format. Each has allarge, well

produced manual, extensive on-line help, -

and keyboard ternplates 1o help learn and
use the program’s commands.
Most of these programs have received
full reviews in InfoWerld. The summary
‘that follows offers a quick guide to the
major strengths and wcakneﬁf of each.

Displaywrite 4

IBM’s heavyweight falls in Lthe youp
derived from dedicated word processifig
systems. Version 4 of this product 15 now |
powerful, punderous. and effective, And|
despite the program’s new use of pu.l]-
down menus, it's siill not a graceful |
product, requiring users to conform to its|

~own, somewhat guirky use of editing

keys. Moreover, the program’s speller is
_only competent — it will not reverse-

wrap the curser from a subsequent line to|
a previous line with the arrow keys —|

- and control-codes can only be deleted|

with the Del key, not the backspace. |
IBM's printer support is among the'

_worst in the business. This product!
supports only 1BM-brand printers, als -

though it is possible for experts to
prepare printer drivers for other prod-
ucts. IBM provides no support to individ-
ual users at all, presumably expecting
dealers or corpgrate support staffs to
handle these issues. |
Displaywrite 4 can do a good Jeb o}'
‘managing complicated document assem-+
bly tasks or mailing list operations. Its
facilities for these purposes are comparas |
ble to those of Multimate or Officewriter.
But:even the improvements in Display-
write 4 do-not make it competitive with
the other page-oriented word systems
considered here. :
We can only recommend this product
for offices with a major commitment ta

- IBM hardware and software, a strong

sappert staff, and a large pool of workers |
already familiar with IBM word process|

campetiiive in power, ease of use, or ease
of learning, with Multimate,
Officewriter, or Samna; among the page;
oriented systéms. (For- a full review oﬁ
'
]
*
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e user interface. The

The hafimark of Microsolt Word, Version 3.11 is its fine confrol of the printed document

and its. support of virtually any printer. Word works welf with both mouse and keyboard.

poge- anemed  progrom dare:ﬂy supporrs onﬂy IBM brand pnnrers Ey

Microsoft Word reprw:nts a si\s;niﬁcant-l)iP
different approach. Word's strengths are

‘not in typing or editing. but in providing -

typesettinglike control of margins, gut-
ters. text placement, text enhancements,
spacing, and similar elements of the
finished document’s layout and appear-
ance. And in fact Word's style sheets let
users specify exactly how recurring docu-
ments (like forms) or long documents
(like books) will look, with consistency
across multiple users.

For Microsoft Word, the most impor-
tant part of the document is its appear-
ance on the prnted page, not -its
resemblance to a typewritten document
or its flow of edited content. Hence, to
understand Microsoft Word and gain the
‘benefit of its exemplary power, you must
approach text with the vision of the
typesetter. Of course, Word 3.11 has all
the useful editing features of major word
processing programs; it has excellent
form letter and mailing list management;
and it offers a complete set of commands
for document assembly and other com-
plex text management chores. Its spﬂller
-and thesaurus perform very well mdeed

But when all is said and done, what
distinguishes Microsoft Word from its
competitors is its fine control over the
appearance of the printed page and its
capability to, take adyantage of virtually
any screen or pnmer to-deliver the most

; prec:se.reprmntaﬂon of text the device .
. can produce.  Word -
- with mouse or keyboard, with color of
~monochrome screens, with graphics or

Wworks - equaﬂy well.

character displays, and with simple or
'axpansive printers. Co_mple:x ‘documents

can he i‘onstructed in. Microsoft Word.-
and #s good outlining feature helps
‘tnhanie the completion of such tasks.
The price paid for this power and
sophistication. is in learning time and
expertise. Word is not a word processing
program for amateurs. [t requires consid-
erable attention from the operator, and
while its tutorial, help screens, and
manuals are excellent, the program is
surely among the most difficult to use
effectively. In addition, Word is less
effective in handling office tasks than
some of the-more tradiional office word
processors. For example, it won't deal
with page breaks at all until the operator
tells it to do so. And setting the page
formats can be com plicated. However, in
offices with strong technical support,
siandardized style sheets could be built to
handie most of the details, allowing
operators to produce documents quickly
and effectively. Word's printer support is
superior and its capability to use multiple
windows offers considerable convenience
when several documents need to be
edited or compared on-screen at the

- same time.

We recommend MlCl’OSOﬁ Word for
offices where the. precise control of
printed appearance is essential, and
where the production of complex docu-
ments printed on sophisticated printers

constitutes-a major portion of the work .

load. Other programs are more effective
on standard: office chores and much
easier to use, learn, and support. (For a
full review:of Microsoft Word 3.0 for
MS-DOS machines, see InfoWorld, June
2, 1986, Major differences include cur-

rent support of 2 lhesaurus. increased

number of printer drivers, 3%-inch disks,
and 1BM P5/2 computers.)

Microsoft Word, Version 3.11 (in-
cluding 5%- and 3V2-inch disks), 3450 for
single-user version. Microsoft Corp.,
16011 N.E. 36th Way, P.O. Box 97017,
Redmeond, WA 98073: (800) 426-9400,
{206) 882-8088 in WA and AK.

Multimate Advantage I

This powerful package includes most
features expected of a major office
product. While maintaining the same
keystroke commands that mimic the old
Wang system, Multimate Advantage II
has added pull-down menus and an
Jimproved help system that facilitate both
learning and use. Multimate now has the
‘more convenient insert method that
simply pushes the old text ahead of the
inserted text, reformatting the paragraph
as it goes along. In addition, the program
still permits the old drop-down insert
mode: Hitting Insert clears the screen,
putting the next line of text at the bottom
of the screen. Hitting Insert again closes
the gap. Multimate also has a document
mode that lets users ignore page bound-
aries and automatically places page
breaks. The original page-oriented opera-
tion remains available.

Its greatest strength is in list process-
ing, or the combining of elements from a
list into a standard letter or form.
Multimate has both a template form for
entermg lists and a card-file system that
permits interesting and elaborate ar-
rangements of data that you typically
find on a 3by-5-inch card. Multimate's

math, newspaper columns, side-by-side
columns, footnotes, and outline number-
ing features are also strong. While some
other programs have more features, such

as line numbering, graphics capabilities, -

and telecommunication modules, Multi-
mate Advantage has the essentials. The
only significant feature missing is index-
Ing.

Multimate Advantage I is'a: much
improved product over its predecessors.
Even so, it can only handle documents
up to 128K, or about 40 to 50 single-
space pages. In some professional offices

where the work consists of correspon--

dence and short reports, this limit may
not matter, but in businesses that rou-
tinely turn out lengthy reports and other
documents of considerable -size, the

128K limit is a real annoyance, The~

product is also slow at many functions.
The documentation for this product is
well-done, extensive, and packaped in
seven different booklets. In short,
Multimate Advantage 11 is a competitor
in this class. While not as fast as some
word processing packages, Multimate
Advantage works fast enough on: AT-
calibre machines. (See full review, page
55 of this issue.)

Multimate Advantage II {no.version
n ghel‘). $565 with 5%-inch disks, $595
with 3%inch disks as well. Ashion-Tate
Corp., 20101 Hamilton Ave., Torrance,
CA 90502; (213) 329-8000.

Ofﬂ:ewrlrar 5

Officewriter and Multimate have been

locked in competition for the title’ of
most effective Wang imitator for a
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The screen display of Samna Word IV sho

ws the entire text areq, including left ond right

margins. The progrom hos porticulorly sirong forms-management copabilities.

Word Perfect, Version 4,%‘ will o‘f'spfq!y o

A-screen a templote describing the vorious

control keys associoted. m’l}’v specific finctions, including mocro generation.

number of years. Each program has its

“advantages. Officewriter is somewhat

easier 1o use than Multimate but is not as

powerfu!, It offers fewer features and is

~ npt as capable at handling very complex

- forms, document assembly, or maihng
list tasks.

Although originally page-oriented, Of-

ficewriter 5, like its competitor Multi-

. mate, now has automatic pagination and

handles insertions and deletions as easily

as- most document-oriented systems.
Very fast in editing, Officewriter 5 can
hold a document of up to 400 pages,
considerdbly larger than Multimate’s
128K. Officewriter also has an add-on
program that will integrate graphics inis
text, although it does not have a dats file
management program such as the ape
available with Multimate Advantape I[.
‘Officewriter’s Wanglike menu sysigm
is less effective than Multimate’s pull-
down menus; and its document manage-
ment facilities for | assembly, - list
processing, similarly complex tasks
are less powertul. But for offices with l=ss
technical support and Ielal:lvely standard
comrespondence, repe‘rl wrltmg, am:l
mailing-list m i ent’ req
Off"mcwn.er 50isa grsud choice, Its
spe]]mg checker and thesaurus are excel-

o

lent; its ease of leammg,and use are quite

good: and it supports 2 substantial
number.of pnm.ers (Officewriter 5 was
teviewed-in full in fnfo Worfd’s January
26 ‘1987, issue.) il

. Officéwriter 5.0, 5495 Office Solu-
tions Inc., 2802 Coho St. Madison WI
53713, (800) 228-0?47 (608) 274-5047
in WL T

Samna Word IV ;

This significant upgrade of Samna Il has
produced a substantial product that
compares favorably with the top page-
oriented word processors, such as Multi-
mate Advantage II, Displaywrite 4, or
Officewriter 5. Derived from the dedicat-
ed word processing tradition, Samna
places heavy emphasis on specialized
control keys and a somewhat more
rigorous page orientation than Mulg-
mate or Officewriter. Its screen display
shows the entire page, including the text
area and left and right margins.

While quick and effective in editing,
Samna has fewer cursor and editing
commands than its competitors. It also
iandles pagination less effectively. When
you've changed the number of lineson a
page, either by inserting or deleting text,
Samna IV will not readjust the document -
automatically except at print time, For-
tunately, the program has a preview
feature that helps clanfy breaks, but even
this is no substitute fcr automatic
pagmauon‘

The'great strength of th|s program,
however, is its text management capabili-
ties, It has some of the most complete
facilities for handling forns, form letters,
selective mailing list applications, and
complex document assembly that we
have seen. Samna also shows an impres-
sive range of capabilities when sorting,
selecting, and managing data files,

The program handles proportionally
spaced text with style and offers a variety
of features to indicate when changed
fonts in proportionally spaced text may
produce unexpectedly long lines. Al-
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5 [ 1
though its speller{ is rﬁo more than
adequate, Samna {Word v suppons
dictionary hyphenation. |
. Samna .saccepmbly uick, ahhouy'l
its search function is slower than its
competitors. While Samna Word IV can
handle newspaper colurm%ls at print I1me,
it cannot show them on-screen while
editing. Its documentation is thin on
examples, although a detailed tahle of
contents heips. The on-line help js no
more than adequate and less effeciive
than that in competing products such as
Word Perfect. .

Samna IV is d product appropnqte for
institutional er‘\rironmems with strong
support and training staffs. It is particu-
larly well-suited for offices with heavy
forms management and list- oi"mail-
processing tasks.

Samna Word IV, $550. Samna Corp,
2700 N.E. Expr@_ssway Suite  C-700,
Atlanta, GA 30345; (800) 831-9679.

Word Perfect 4.2 5
Word Perfect’s market shlare continues to
be high among word processors, princi-
pally because of two related characteris-
tics: First, it is the easiest of the
heavyweighis 1o learn |and uss, and
second, it offers more features than any
competing product. While some tasks
can be done better with gne or another of
the other: pmduc‘!s :exTewed here, no

other program can match the compre-
hensiveness of Word Perfect:

This program has a fine help system
and quick and effective editing with an
abundance of editing commands to fit
most: preferences. It can handle two
documents at once, although not two
windows on the same document. Tts
formatting and printing capabilities
equal all but Microsoft Word's, although
its method -of hardling pioportionally
spaced text is less effective than Multi-
mate or Microsoft Word, which use inch
measurements for line length rather than
-Word Perfect’s number of characters.

Its speller and thesaurus are among
the best in the business, and its printer
support s ouistandingly compieie and
totally customizable. Because the pro-
gram is so easy 10 learn and use, it does
not require the level of technical support
that would characterize a Displaywrite 4
or Microsoft Word office. Although
lacking the telecommunications module
of Wordstar 2000, Word Perfect’s index-

ing, footnoting, table of contents genera--

tion, and table of authorities (a spécial-
ized form of footnoting used by lawyers)
capability provide a remarkably power-
ful combination,

Word Perfect’s g:reat:st strength, of
course, is its remarkable flexibility.
Almost infinitely malleable, the program
serves the needs of secretaries, mailing-
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list managers, scholars, editors, report
writers, and casual memo writers equally
well. While some programs farce the user
to sometimes exit one mode to access
another, Word Perfect’s lean user inter-
face lets people do everything from the
main screen. That's the beauty of this
program. It allows the novice and expert
to be equally at home and effective
within the same system. making the
“exchange of documents and tasks among
a wide range of staff simple and effective.
{(Word Perfect 4.2 received a full
review in our February 2, 1987, issue.)

‘Word Perfect 4.2, $495, Word Perfoct -
C'Drp 288 West Center St., Orem Lhah

" 84057; (B00) 3"!-5906 O'L (8[}!] 2‘25-
5000 in Utah.”

Wordstar 2000 Piu‘s :
Wordstar 2000 Plus’ — which differs

from Wordstar Professional in its usc of
windows and a mnemonic interface — is
‘a document-oricnted sysiem that sees
fext as a-.continuous flow of wards.
sentences, and paragraphs — and pro-
'wa‘cs simple on-screen indications of
pngc breaks. The program has almost
every imaginable feature. Its editing
cammnnds arg even more effective and
complete than Multimate's or Word
Perfect’s, and its formatting power for
hicaders, footers, page placement, foot-
notes, and similar items are as complete
45 .any competitor’s. In addition,

'ordstar 2000 Plus has a superior mail-
merge, list-processing, and document-
assembly mode that will produce form
letters -and documents compiled from
multiple files. :

The Plus version of Wordstar 2000
includes additional modules that provide
i _ .

telecommunications, an index generator,

a large and effective thesaurus, and a
mailing-list manager, In its Plus form,
the package is competitive with anything
available anywhere, and when run on an
AT-class machine, it offers competitive
speed of operation, especially for such a
targe collection of features.

Wordstar 2000 Plus has a compleie
documentation and tutorial system. It
also has one of the best descniptions of
how to use the HP Laserjet .printer we
have seen. The printer support for this

“gether. For example, creating an index or

a table of contents requires the invoca-
tion of an essentially scparate utility

. program. It does a good job of making

program i prodigious, equalling any- -

thing available ready-made from other
systems.

Wordsgtar 2000 Plus can do about.
much as any other system in this group,
although some of its operations are e
graceful because it is essentially a colleg-
tion of imdividual pragrams\linked

* -Dac-Ehsy Versmn 2.6,
The Most Amazin,
Cambination Of §E§§d

Power, ,Flexibilt
Of U And
Ever Offered

We pmudly nnnoum:n Dac-Easy
Accounting, the next generation. It
- will set new sunda:ﬂs of pc.rfm'man"e

Enter A New A e In Accountmg Software.

Yol slmply answer five easy questions.
Dac-Easy has a new expanded manual
; plus context sensi-
[ tive help to guide
_! YOu' every smp of the-
| way.

Best of al] Wer
| sion 2.0 is available
| at the amazingly low
]

e | " price of S60.95.
s Version 2.0 is Y g Feature For
. admmatic im-: &5 SRR S Feature, The
| provement over 3 Number One
.- -our revelution:: Accounting Package On The
-Market.

iial pakage - |
< that won-Info-'
World's 1985 (7 -
. 4°  pverall "Best |-
Tl Software L
- - Value” and |
PC Waorld's - ! e
1986 World Clags Award.

- sive features that have led nearly
.- 200,000 veers nmﬂdmdc ta rely upon
- Dac-Easy Accounting. T}u:ncw i
- Dac-Easy Accolinting 2.0 has aver SD
* major enhancements’ num our fusl i
record settifig pankag: :
Experts Wili Love lIsPuwer.-
- Beginness, Its Simplicity. -
.And" Evervone, Iis Price.

for ease of se | Varsion 2.0 Tias awe-
SOMe powes L‘m can kel you better -
Tianage vtrual!y any type busings--
fast. Ynull hm e grick : finger-tip -

ty, and mone.

@9 35

'm‘suau ’To;e'upywrfin

. Nanally, we've kept all the xmpre';— |

:New D:w—Easy Aouuu'rmaz d':s.m}s i
the.myih y':nuhnve to irade-off power |

information about, cash’ dsj
'vcrmrynm saﬁtren 4

S _'.._'___,/..-_...

- Seven powerful accounting modules
- work in'perfect harmeny in one
system. - Data entered once is fic-

have made Dac-Easy the festest selling.

= most highly praised Sccounting

. package in hisiory, and you'll see
why Dac-Easy Accounting 2.0'is
i. the besr: accounting software for -
| your business.

Take Advantage Of Our
Sj:uwa] Upgrade Offer. -
Upgrades arc- available o
- etrreat users af special discount-
ed prices for ali Version 2.0
i products. Call 1-200-902:7779
with your seriaf number to order today!
Get Version 2.0 Performance 3
For Your Busipess. ,
You win. Version 2.0 gives you
absolyiely the best combination of user -
chr power, efficiency, and £

&lly posted 10 all other modules!

=~ New capabilities include department-
al profit & loss by product line or
customer, multi-company, point of sale

i invoicing, auomatic back-onder

t control, sampbe Chartof Accounts &
Financial SLaLme;nls, sérvice business

- billing;-full help screens, on-line and
batch processing, financial mtios ::nd

i p gk g much, much more,

Add these 10 thv f:.anu—,s which .
z | = fel /e z

hnﬂﬁﬁm“k s i s blugh
: i flea
?ff e Tles. b;p{._mgiﬂgﬁl Terisa

speed-in the industry.. st the smne

phenomenal price-of the original. Act

now: And put the New Age In !

Accounting So&ware 1o work for yﬂur 5 o (2

. business!

TO ORDER CALL TCILL FREE . B
1-800-992- 7779 &
" INTEXAS CALL I: 214—458—0[]33 w
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‘E‘dsac -m!‘thre, ;m: ; 3
¥
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|| ments. Microseft Word 3.11 can-

the index, table of contents, and lists of
indexes and appendixes, but it creates at
léast three additional files at the same
time, more than doubling the amount of
disk space required for the document.
Moreover, any change to the text re-
quires that you rerun the indexing utility
before you can print. The mail list
manager is of the fixed-field variety, but
for its purpose of handling simple
mailing chores, it is more than adequate.
More complex list management tasks can
be dealt with by using.arn external
database. Math.capabilities are extensive
and easy to use. And while the program
accommodates up to thzee newspaper-

- style columns, they cannot be displayed

ON-5CTEEN thIc editing. Wordstar 2000

| will permit three on-screen windows at a
|-time: You can view another part of the
same document in another window, but .

the changes made in one window do not
appear in the other and will not be saved
with the file in the second window.

In short, Wordstar 2000 Plus has good
help, good menus, and is relatively easy

to learn -and use. The package is a-
-collection of individual programs linked

together so that moving from function to
function can be less than smooth. Still, it

| should- serve an office with long docu—

|-ments especially ‘well, and its extensive
mail-merge facilities make it suitable for

| complex list processing, form letters, and

document assembly. (Wordslar 2000

-Rclease 2 was reviewed in .’rzfoWor!d

| April 7, 1986.)
Wordstar 2000 Plus, Release 2 $405.

| Micropro International Corp., 33 San
|Pablo Ave., San Rafael, CA 94903; (800)
{227-5609 or (415) 499-7676:

ex_scuﬂw SUMMARY

t'simportant to note that all these.
programs do word processing
well but have different ways of
implementing different features.
These featurss may represent only
10 percent of the product, but that
difference may be critical. Word
| Perfect and Samna, for example, *
offer many features particularly
aftractive to law offices. In addi-
tion, Samna’s strong forms capabil-
ity makes it well-suited for insur-
ance companies,
Multimate Advantage II aﬁ‘ers
excellent - list-processing  capabili-
ties and a Wanglike interface that
will be attractive to offices familiar
with the Wang dedicated system.
Samna Word IV provides strong
document assembly . capabilities
along with - its forms- i
features. Wordstar 2000 has a good
menu system that should be easier
te use for people not already '
familiar with Wordstar 3.3. Office-
“writer should prove adequate for
offices with fairly standard corre-
spondence sud mailing-list require-

| not be- beaten for outstanding
| ‘control of |the printed document:
| We can recommend Displaywrite' 4
‘only to those companies that have
a strong commitment to IBM, -~ -
But to s, Word Perfect 4.2
rediaing the program to beat. It's
fast, and iis unobtrusive: menu
| structure: means ‘that you. dont_
{ have o be expenr.uced to use it
But expert _users;” too, will- find -

| Worg 'Werfer:* rema:kably ef‘fectwe 5
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