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Although the nunual daes “an ;ide-
quaie job of expliining the program. it
doesn’t have mch depth. We 1hink (hat
users will occastonally want more expla-
aation 1thaw that provided in the manual,
There also is no master refereace section
that explains all the commands.

The lable of contents is adequalte. but
the index is not detailed covngh, making
it sometimes dillicult 1o find the answer
10 & question.

Another problem is that the manual is
not very durable. In lact. the cover began
(o separute (rom Lhe pages afier repeated
use. And its dimensions make it dilTicult
10 slore with our other Mac manuals.

The bipgest problem we had was
figuring out haw (he (abs worked.
Because Ready-Set-Go does not main-
tain tab formatting from imported files.
vou have to re-create (abs within Ready-
Set-Gio. The program includes a powerful
and complicated tab formatting feature.
Although Rcady-Set-Go now comes with
a separate four-page addendum entitled
~Guide to Tabs." il does not lucidly
explain how 10 usc them. After grappling
with the 1abs and the documentation, we
ended up calling the support line lor help.
where a spokesman for Letrase1 said Lhe
Jirm is working on a morc tharough
manual. including a more comprehen-
sive discussion of the tab funclions.

The manual includes a tutonial that is
linked 10 files on the program disks. The
tutorial covers the progrum's basics. as
well as many of the product’s sperial
features. Although the tutorial gels the
job done, we found that Pagemaker's
1utorial, which also incfudes sample files
on-disk. is better organized and thus
easier to use. -

Because there is no on-fine help, you'll
have to refer to the manual 10 answer
incidentat questions about the program.

The documentation is not as thurough
or as well-done as Pagemaker’s, but it is

* adequate. and we rate it satisfactory.

EASE OF LEARNING:

This new version of Ready-Se1-Go is
much more intuitive to learn than its
predecessor. primarily because it follows
Macintosh interface conventions much
more closety than the earlier release:

On the lefi-hand side of the sereen are
1ootboxes for controlling text and graph--
ics. The navigational commands along
the bottom of the screen show-exactly-
where you are in a document. and they
make it easy to move to other pages.

Those familiar with page layout and
design will probably be able to learn the
essentials of Ready-Set-Go within a few
hours. Novices, though, will need 10

. spend time learming the basics of the
craft. The manual -includes a chapter
called “Layout Basis™ that withina few
pages gives an.overview of the sibject.

Ready-Set-Go is a snap Lo install.
Because it is Aot copy-protected, all you
have to do before using it is 1o make @
backup Floppy disk or copy the applica-
tion onto a hard disk.

.. The program's intuitive design is
. somewhat offset by the lack of ondine
hclpnrldtha crely adequate dox -
tation, but it’s still h:l.pl'ul enough to earm
a vzq.r p,ood rating in ease of leamning.

' EASE OF USE:’
Ready-Set-Go 15 hasu:ally intuitive and
Flrst you create areas. on

. graphics; then you:import
yicreated: text ot graphics fi files.
hae ‘are -m ‘place, you'. can

rea
you: wers usmg Mac Draw. You can also
edi K itext with Read)r-Set«Go s built-in

itig - the . frames that” will-

-Reidy-Sel-Go makes it casy 1o-choase
thit calumas inle which you pour your
(exL. You ctick on a link tool in the tool
bax, click once in the columtt where you
want lo slart, and then click once in
columns where the anicle will continu.
It's a piece ol cake. In Pagemaker. by
contrast, you must proceed column by
column.

As you become proficient using
Ready-Set-Go. there are many keyhoard
command shertcuts that speed the pro-
ocss. These shoricuts fellow standacd
Muc conventions, and there are several
unigue command keys as well. lt's too
bad that there isn't 4 kevboard command
for moving 10 succeeding pages. |

Although Ready-Scl-Go  essentially
follows standard Macintosh interface
conventions, there are some exceptions
that slow the program down and some-.
times cause. uncxpecied results. For
instance. clicking in the gray area of a
scroll bur normally advances the window
by a screenful, But Ready-Set-Ga jumps
ahead 1oo far. und you have to scroll back
10 see whil just zoomed by you.

Another departure [rom Macintosh
1ex1 editing conventions is that when you
double-click (o select a word, Ready-Set-
Go does not automatically select the
space tollowing the word. This creates
confusion when vou switch between
Ready-Se1-Go and vour no-mal word
processor. And. although Ready-Set-Go
takes advantage of the Maciwaosh Plus
kevboard, pressing lbe up-vrmow key
moves the cursor, 10 4he begining of the

With Ready-Set-
Go, the size of a
document is
imited only by
available memory.

prevmus line rather than just straight up.
Likewise. the down-arrow key takes the
cursor 1o the beginning of the next line
rather than straight down. Remember
that these idiosynicrasies are more annay-
ances than major f1aws. But we hope that
Lhe next release will mop these up.

We thought we had found & problem
with Ready-Set-Go's Paste command
when we fried to paste to another
location and nothing seemed to happen.
We later discovered that, when wacking
with the clipboard at the object level,
Ready-Set-Go pastes the copy right on
top of the original, regardless of where

“the cursor is. You are required to then
‘grab the copy and- dsag it (o the new
- locatien. This is supposed 10 be useful for
- situetions.in which you don’t want the

* rpordinates to change, especially when

duplicating entire pages.- We couldn’t
quite get the hang of it, but fortunalely
when you're working with the text editor
functions. the program follows the nor-
"mal Mac conventions for cutting and
pasting.

Many of the new featnres also add 2
good deal to ease of use. The powerful
new tab functions, once you've puzzled
them out, ace one example; the automat-
ic hyphenation means you den’t have to
insert, your own discretionary hyphens;

" the spetling checker, glossary, search and
‘ replace, and other enhanced word pro-
: cessing features make it a lot easier to
| makr.changmm imported text. |

Meanwhile, the exceptions to Macin-

: tqsh conventions-bécome less important

as you become lanuliae with the pro-
pram, and we grew gquile aceustomed 1o
and comfortable with the product. De-
SPIte i1S SHOMCOMINES N SOMEC arcas. we
rate case af use as very pood. We actually
{'ined it morce useable than Pagpemaker 1.2,

ERROR HANDLING:

Rueady-Set-Go shiclds a user from acci-
dentally  deleting o document.  And,
unlike its carlicr version, the lawest refease
has an Undo command that works.
ulthough it stitl does not reverse all
possible aclions.

The trade-ofi vou make for having
such a speedy pragram is that your entire
document is stored in memory. One
pawer failure and yvou'we lost your
document, unless you save it often, We
think this is a fair trade-ofl. °

None of the many small bugs men-
tioned in the performance section are
faial: we never lost datz due 1o them or
any olher design Maws. The program does
a satisfactory job of handling user and
system errors. we rate error handling
satisfactlory.

SUPPORT:

As this review was going inlo print,
markeling for Ready-Set-Go was: being
moved from Manhattan Graphics to
Letraset. The support we describe here is
that provided by Manhattan Graphics:
remember that some details could
change under Letsuset. i

Users with questions ¢an call Manhat-
tan Graphics toll free for unKmiled
support. Support is now available from 9
a.m.1o 6 p.m. Easlern 1ime. We occasion-
ally had to wail several hours (or a relum
call from a technical support person. but
when we spoke with him. he was patient
and helpful in answering our questions.
We 1ested his expertise by asking several
difficult questions. and were pleased to
receive pood. acCurate answers.

Customer support has been buttressed
by a quanerly newsletier called Puges,
sent free to registered users. The issue we
received includes tips. a guide 10 high-
resalution scanning, and a Q&A column.

The vendor will replace defective
disks for 90 days, but there is no warranty
about the program’s performance. Own-
ers of the earlier version are abie 1o
upgrade 10 Version 3.0 for $70.

The phone support we received was
better than average. We also appreciated
the toil-free line. As a result, we rate
suppor at 1his timg as very good.

VALUE:

Ready-Sct-Go is the best value of any
desktop  publishing application now
available — as long as you can live with
the program's many nipgling quirks. The
program has more features — including
kerning, automatic hyphenation, and
text flowing — and is faster than the
current version of Pagemaker.

Asicing on the cake, until February 15
Ready-Set-Go costs $295 — which is
$200 less than Pagemaker. (The price
1hen rises to $395.) If the vendor fixes all
of Ready-Set-Go’s minor problems. then

it should easily hold its own against bath -

the price rise and the impending Pape-
maker upgrade. slated for a March
shipping date.

In the arena of deskiop publishing
programs, this heavyweight packs a
knockout punch. Berause of its speedy
performance, its advanced featuscs. and
the lean price, we rate Ready-Se1-Ge 3.0
as a very good value.

Keith Thompson is the editor of two
microcomputer newsletters for smafl ‘busi-

nesses ond the duthor of The Macintash .
Oflice.

. docurne.nt managcment facili

Heavy-Hitting
MarketLeader
Improves aBit
WithUpdate

By JohnLombardi Review Board

In a hotly contested markel. Word
Periect has emerged as on¢ of the leading
high-cnd professional word processing
programs. The program was already
reasomably quick, extremely powerful,
and absolutely loaded with features, and
the latest version (4,2} represents another
minor. but nonetheless useful. upgrade.
(See **Word Perfect Version 4.1: the Best
Improved.” November 4. {985.)

Ward Perfect competes in the major
leagues. where the likes of Microsoft
Ward, Office Writer, Multimate. and
Wordsiar 2000 are the heavy hitters.
Together these programs include nearly
every imaginable feature. but what sets
them apart is their user interface — and
this is where Word Perfect diffess most
dramaticalty. For such a powerful pro-
gram. Word Perfect offers a surprisingly
sparc user interface.

Although expensive ($495). Word
Porfect remains @ good huy because its
blend of pawer and ease of use I\ccm at
the 1op af'its class.

FEATURES:

Document oriented. Word Perfect sces
its 1ext as a conlinuaus stream ab wards,
sentences. and parugraphs thal moves
through our screen with minimal atien-
tion (0 page breaks. Word Perfect
presents a stripped-down screen al the
bottom of which is a single status line
that shows only essenual informatien -
about page. lin¢. and calumn. and a few
other status markers.

As you write. no- formatling codes
complicale the screen display. no menus
appear unbidden to disrupt the writer’s
flow. Yel this deceptively simple user
interface hides a complete help system.

only a keysiroke away. that will present
screens of information” about 1he pm-

. gram’s commands.

This approach differs from page-
ariented programs like Multisnate. which
foree the writer 10 pay close attention ta
the process of ending and starting pages.
and from meau-driven programs like
Displaywrite 3.

Word Perfect’s feature list is awesome.
This program edits Tiles of any length
{limited only by disk size and speed), and
il contains a complete set of basic editing
commands foryinisertion, deletion, and
cursor and text movement. The program
finds and forward and backward
using wild-card Search criteria.

On-screen formatiing includes beld-
face, underlining. centering. and several.
different -styles{ ol indenting. The .pro-
gram handles decimal 1abs. regular tabs,
multiple margins in a document. and
continuous autdmatic reformatting. You
can easily add- special printer’ control

_codes anywhere in the text. 1n addition.

Word Perfect supports up to 24 columns,
newspaper-style, that can be shawn and

edited parallel on the screen. o' in -

sequence, column by colamn..

1n addition to these standard capabili-
ties;, Word - Perfect  offers . additional
features, The program has an ‘extensive
that lets -
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< Waord Perfect, Version 4.2, can display multipte columns — up to 24 across ot once. The
sporse vser interfoce consisis of a single status lkine ot the bottom of the screen.

vou Jocate, save. inserl. copy. append.
view. scarch. or delete text files.

New in Version 4.2 is document
annotation. popular in corporate word
processors. One attaches a nonpnnting
documeni history to the file that you can
view from the directony management
screen. Another lets vou insert shorl
nonprinting comments lhroughout a file
that ygu can display or suppress.

Word Perfect has an excellent mail-

merge funclion thay aliows vou to make
sophisticaied selections from lists in
order to generate special-purpose letters.
It also hasypowerful sorting and math

functions. perrmmng column’ and row

math. Hs soning capabilitiesare superior.
letting vou sort lines or paragraphs with
multiple kevs delinéd in many ways.
Like other high-end programs. Word
Fbrfect generates automatic foolnotes
|euj1er at the botiom: of the page or
igathered. together at the end of the
ldocumem 11 handles paragraph number-
ing. indexing. table of cartents genara-
tion. and section numbers. New in
Version 4.2 is a concordance feature,
‘which lets you create 2 list of key words
vou can include in an index. .
| The, pragram- includes smkem.lt and
IRedline capability. both of which will be
popular’ with. the legal “crowd. And
Version 4.2 now ks vou generaie atable
of authonties. a staridard formulza law--
_.yers use to list references. B can also print
’ lmnumh:‘rsl'orallor]usta part of a
~!document. atihough the numbers do.nat
dnsplay on screen.

are 6n 3 par with those of its r.'ompcutorx
and iis thesaurus is reasonably .good.
Alihaugh both thée| dictionary and thesau-
. |rus have been improved in Version 4.2,

- lforms- automatic hyphemmon the': pro-
_-.]lhan by the more accurite dictianary

 We..could".
Oxnard listing Version 4.2s featurés, tiut

- Word Perfect’s dlC‘llOl‘lal'}f and. speller °

d although Word Perfect now p_er- .
.gram does hyphenation by-fule’ mum".-

lioakup method used in Office Writer'S.0. |
: fill pagss ‘fro here 10 -

delays when moving long distances in
riles, or when editing multiple columns
displaved side by side on the screen.

The Word Perlect spelier is one of the
besl. its capabilities excecding those of
even a line performer fike OfTice Wriler.
You can check wne page of the document
at a time. or the whole document (but

“only from the beginning).

The facilitics for marking, deleting,
moving, adding. saving. and otherwise
manipiitalirig blocks ol tex1 are compre-

-hensive and work well. Though the block

commands are quick and effective. Word
Perfect does not leave the biock active
alter a mave or copy. a minor drawback,
Fhe: program -also lets you “insert
standard ASCIE tex1 . liles in several
formats. New in Version 4.2 is an oplu)n
that lets you remove hard carriage
returns from ASCI files you are import-
ing. a useful tool that works quite weil.
Word processing pragrams use special
codes to indicate changes in such docu-~
menl characteristics as margins. tabs.
boldface. indents. or underlining. Word
Perfect has a Reveal Codes feature that
splits 1he screen horizonsally, showing
normal fext above and the text plus codes

‘thal control special fearures in the screen

below. A wonderful diagnostic tool for
understanding compiex document for-
matting. 1he Reveal Codes sysiem givés
access 10 ‘a visible répresemation of
special codes and a clean, uncluttercd
editing and writing screen. Even better,
vou can use the search feature to find and
replace the codes.

Word Perfect is famed for its host.of
special printer drivers, and the ones we

. tested {Diablo 630, HP Laserjet Plus)
-worked well..:However, users of the HP
- Laserjet and other proportionally spaced

printers will soon.discover that consider-

,‘able cffort and tinkering are required to

pet’ Version - 4.2 1o produce what you

" wani.on the' Laserjet with proportional

spacing. The problem seems 1o arise

"because:Word Perfct measures by char-

acters rather thag by inches, and it is
difficult to tell the results when the
program measures by chardcters.
Version 4.2 also_includes impraved
pnmmg features. You can now print jusl
sections of a-document.- Especially hefp-
ful is' the new preview feature, which

* writes an‘exact image of the peint file to

the screen so-that-you- can check. for
correct: -placement” of . page. numbers:

“headers; footers. footriotes, and the ik
7 before . sending - the dociment’ to theé.
- . printer. . The' preview . featiire. will“show -

vb u§l|1' ication. ‘bt you.won'’t . sec

tions i the display hitrdware),

In genersl, Word Peclect is a fine
performer enbineed by gracetul editing
style. an uutstanding set ul fealures, a
first-rate spelting cheeker and goad the-
suurus, and 2 smooth integritlion of (ext
munagement oals. As an all-around
package, Word Pertect 4.2 remyains every
bit as pond as the very hest in its s
Once again. Word  Perdect varns an
exceilent rating in performaace.

DOCUMENTATION:

Word Perfeet's documentalion includes o
hefty manual in a three-ring binder. The
manual is ¢legantly prined. well-orga-
nized, and relatively casy to use. The
main - scctions —  “"Geliing  Started,”

. “Learning,” and " Reference™ — include

maieriat for a disk-based twitorjal, uselul
infarmation aboult starting the program.
and a command-by-command descrip-
tion of features and how to as¢ them.

Another ‘seclion describes the ‘speller
and thesavrns, the mail-merge com-
mands, the math capabililies, and other
special features like columns, paragraph
numbering. lootnotesfendnotes. and
Kevboard micros.

The manuai follows a consistent style.
provides good examples. and offers
substantial explanations, The index is
good. and it’s casy to lnd things.

The on-line help is top drawer s{ulf.
and we haven'l seen anoiher sysiem
that's benter. 11 stands out for several
reasons. First. it's contexi sensitive.
Second. once you're in the help. you can
20 to any other part of it easily. Third. il
is complele. and nine times out of 10 vou
wart’t need 10 refer to the manual.

Included with Version 4.2 is a booklel
that defines printer drivers, 1t also
cxplains how 10 use the special printer
progeam included with Word Perfect.
This program le1s you adapl printers and
special character sets te the system, This
manual, or at least a previous incarau-
tion. was included as a disk file in
Version 4.1, and thie printed baoklet is 2
significant improvement.

A very useful help program on-disk
describes each printer driver's capabili-
ties. [t is beiter. for exampte. than the
similar documentation provided by
Microsoft. Word and Office Writer.

Finally, there is a set of updated pages
for the changes in Version 4.2 to be
added into the main manual and a
special pamphlet that helps with installa-
tion and troubleshooting,

Thorough, weil-done, compiete. and
consistent — and including some of the
best on-line help avaitable anywhere —
Word Perfect 4.2's decumentation im-
proves in its raling to excellent.

EASE OF LEARNING:

No program as powerful and complex as

Word Perfect is casy to master. Word

Perfect helps the user learn, but complete

command of the program takes time. -
word Pertect offers several tracks to

leaming the program. There is a subsian-

" lial on-line tutoriat that walks the user

through most of the program's. major

features. {Be aware, though, that this

works only on full compatibies.)-

The manval and pamphlets have
examplies and lesson files that illustrate
many of the program's complex features,

These work welt, and users who work -

with these leaming materials- systemati-
cally can get up to md quickly. .
One of the program'’s strengths is that
you can use it with-only a perfunctory
introduction. Beginners who know.how
to type take to Word Perfect like ducks to.
water: you throw them in and they swini,

‘Severat things make:this possible. Firstis- -
he__st_r_mgl_nt‘prward screen d:_:;lgn. second -

is the superior on-line help. This system
neither inmidates nor intrudes, il s
simply there, Steangely enouph, begin-
ness witlh no preconceptions scem te find
it easier than those fmiliar with some of
1he mare adyvanced competilors,

The fearning curve we've observed
alter training o number of camputer
nuvices indicates that this program is
yuile casy Lo feam, especially for novices.
which is remarkable for 4 program of this
power. Compared to Displaywrite 3 or
cven the quite casy 1o learn Ofice Writer,
Word Perfect can be very easy to learn.
We ratc tase of icurning as very good.

EASE OF USE:
Many of the fcatures that make this
program casy 10 fearn also make il casy lo
use. especially the on-line help. Users
nced have only a good conceplual
knowifdge of what indcming is, how
sarling works; and what is meant by
margins and tabs. for example, 10 use
(hese leatures, Memorization is kept to a
minimum. There are few menus (o slow
dawn the experienced user.

Word Perfect also has specialized
subsets of standard functions that make
the progrum casier to use. Forexample, it

" has a two-sided indent 1hal provides a

hanging indent from the left and right
margin at a keystroke, useful for things
iike iengthy quotations. You can get this
with olher word processing programs,
but in Word Perfect it is very easy.

Not only are there commands for
deleting the worg at the cursor but you
can also delete from the cursor (o the'end
of the next word. either left or right. You
can delete in 2 command (0 the end of

REPORT CARD
SOFTWARE
WORD PERFECY
VERSION 4.2

8 3
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Word Perfect 4.2 is strong on features

and flexibility. It can do just about.
anything to manage text and produce -
professional dacuments and corre-
spondence. Pros: Power and flexibility
combined with ease of use and strong
support, 1op-notch on-line help, and
mioney-back guarantee. Cons: Slow at
some operations on 8088-based PCs:
sensitive . {0 'some memory-resident’
utll.l'l:lBS. and cuns:demhle mrn]alcmty

PH[I[IIIF' BETAILS

List price, $495. “Yersion tested {4 2)
available’ for IBM F('.'s, XTs; AT, and |
f)
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line and 1o (he end ol page.

The -program lets you edit 1we docu-
wenls at one time, and you can spiit tli"e
screen horizontally inte two parts to view
both documents. However. this split
seeeen cannot hokl different perts ol the
same document.

The program offers severad ways ot

importing and exporting text. Yau cun
sawe aor retricve blocks. and you can
import or export ASCIL fles in several
ways. Word Perlect atso has a system far
imponting and. cnportmg Word Perfect
files from earlier versions of the progrom
as well as a gencnc word processing
formal that removes all codes but
preserves the farm of the document. You
can save data in a locked format that
rcqumrs a ‘password and that stores the
(ile in an encryprcd form.

. A separalc utility mclu{lcd with 1he

program caonverts word proressing. and-

mail-merge €iles. from Wordstar, Multi-
mate. Navy DIF (spreadsheet), and both
1BM formats (Final Form Text and
Revisable Form Texl).

Because everything except the special-
jzed document conversions and the
modification of printer drivers is accessi-
ble from the editing screea, Waord Perfect
presenis an effective working environ-
ment. The file management utilities are

casy and eselul, the printer seleetion ancd
management is llexible and comprehen-
sive, and its capahility to adapl o the
user’s style of work is remarkable.

. A number ol minor cnhancements in
Vursion 4.2 imprave the aperation off
severat features. Tabs are more flexible.
search and replace can e extended (o
include footnotes and other anached
parts of the document, [3le aames can be
easily edited on the virious command
lines, and the oplions for printing
document have been expanded.

All hese characteristics make Word
Perfect casy to use and, combined with
its style and power. accaunl for much of
its popularity, and apain earm Word
Perfect an exceilent score in ease of use.

. ERROR HANODLING:

Most ercors are casily trapped. and
recovered in Word Perfect. Simple hard-
ware errors such as an open drive door or
printer nét connected or turned off are all
irapped with no problem or damage.

The program will back up your files
automatically a1 a set interval, exira
insurance apainst a system crash. When
you save text. a backup of the original file
1s automatically created: this ensures that
you'll have a1 least (wo versions of the
dacument on disk.

We've lound Word Perdect relatively
sensifive 1o memory-residens  utilines,
and have been able to hang or crash it it
same versions of Sidekick or Ready are
nol handled carctully.

The Uadelete command in Word
Perfect is as good as any in the business.
There are three levels of Undelete that
can recover the last three detetions. In
addition, when vou delete using the Cut
Block command, the deleted block is
saved unlil the nexl cut, 5O you can
restore that block.

Although the progrum is 2 bit loo
sensitive ta memory-resident  utilitics,
this is offset hy its excellent emor
recovery and deletion handling, and its
many optians for backing up (iles. We
rate error handling as very.good.

SUPPORT:
Among programs in Lhis c.m:gon Word
Perfect's support is above average. You
can reach technical suppont via a toll-free
line from 7 a.m. 10 6 p.m. Mouniain
time. We received corvect and helpful
answers w0 our questions. though the
technician we talked (o was not entirely
familiar with the product. But she didn’t
hesitate to seek out answers fram mare
knowledgeable coworkers.

Registered users of Version 4.1 can

. update for $35. Those who own carlier
versions will have 10 pay $60 10 get the
IRW version.

The vendor will replace delective
disks lor Iree for %) days. In wddition, the
priduct comes with the following guar-
antee: 1f @ user is dissatisited. Word
Perfect Corp. will. at its oplion, either
rciund the purchase price or replace
Ward Perfect with a competing program.

Word Perfect Corp. has camed a
deserved reputation for responsiveness. -
The good toil-free telephone suppornt we
received (and its long hours), reasonable
update policy. and the bold warranty of
performance handily eamn Word ferfect
an excellent in support.

VALUE:

The update 10 Word Perfect 4.2, while
relatively minor. is a uselul improvement.
to-a [irst-rate product. The program’s
great power and flexibitity. its great range
al fealures, its relative ease of ieaming.
ang excellem ease of use shot why this
program is the one ta beat. Even a1 $495.
a price on par wilh t1s competition. the

* program is a very good value.

John tombard: s o professor of tistory
and outhor of five books. He hos been
warking with computers since 1967.

Squish

File Compressor Crams Data
Into Smaller Space, but Slowly

By John Walkenbach Review Board

If you're like many people, thase once
limitless 20 megabytes of storage spaee
on your hard disk are rapidly dwindling
as your files grow and you add new
programs. An inexpensive way ¢ regain
some of that disk space is to compress
vour fites.

Compressing data fiks not only re-
duces disk space needed 1o store the files,
but it can also reduce telephone charges
when the files are telecommunitated. A
typical file compression program reads
the origins! file. applies its compression
algorithm, amd then writes the com-
pressed file back o disk. When the file is
needed by a program, the reverse proce-
dure is performed to expand the file.

Sundog Software's Squish attempts to

make file compression easicr. It altows
applications to wark directly with com-
pressed files. Whife Tumer Hall's SQZ
program (see “Spreadsheet Users Find
Extra Space With Squecze,” ScpterrlbcT
8, 1986} works only with 1-2-3, Squish is
not limited to a.specific file type and thus
- works with a whole range of programs. .

’ The trade-off for its wider range of file
squoezmg is that Squish, while it~ per-
forms its function fairly well, onty halved

pur text test files, while SQZ can cram.

spreadsheet files into as little as § pereent
- of their original volume. Squish is also
more difficult to }eamn and deposits qu.n.e
afew.additional files oir your hard disk.
‘And fioally, while SQZ actually
spceds up disk access, Squnsh slows down
disk access-so that saving and remieving
files takes a‘lot longer. Because of this

. picky about when ym_ use Squish.

it purt of Squ:sh uses
64K and mtm:epm all DOS
“and -writecdlls. When' a
accesses a disk, Squish 1ooks for

pm-fonnance overhead, you'li want to be -

a translation file in the current directory.
If it finds one, Squish will apply its
compression (or expansion} algonthm to
the data. (See related story. page 56.)

- §n additien to its RAM-resident code.
Squish has a mehu-driven program that’s
used to compress existing files. change
the program's defaults, and perform
ather tasks associated with maintaining
your Squish system.

Squish also lets you import files that
were compressed on other Squish sys-
tems. This step is necessary because of
Squish’s methods of ensuring file integri-
y When Squish creates a new traosla-
von file, the master control file (and
backup) is updated with the appropriate
data. The translation file name and
Squlsh serial number are also embedded
in all squished files. theseby creating a
foolproof method to ensure that a file
always uses the proper translation file.

Squi
and witl not work with program files.
{You an error message if you try to
compress a file with a COM, EXE. or
BAT extknsion.)

if you issue the DOS Type command
with a [compressed file, Squish walt
unsquish the file before it's sent to the
screen s you'll be able to read the text.
Similarty, you can quickly unsquish a file
by copying it to a directory that doesn't
have a Squish file comrol tist. Finally,
you also geta simplc security system by
using Squish, since comy files are
not Jegible withaut their carresponding
translation file. '

PERFORMANCE:

Squish {ndecd compresses files, doing
better with some types than with others.
Generally, il compresses database and
text files more so than files tharare'larded

with extended ASCII characters (such as
spmdsiﬂ_ fi ies}

To see how Squish's performance
compares with that ol other file compres-
sion products. we conducted several (85ts.
First, we compared Squish with SQZ dn a
1-2-3 worksheet file. SQZ reduced our
94K File to 17K (I8 percent of its oniginal
size), but Squish could do no better than
58K (62 percent of its original size). We
also compressed the same 1-2-3 file with
Arc. a batch-oriented public domain
compression and archive program. Arc
did a littie better than Squish, reducing
our test file to 35K,

According 10 the manual. Squish’s
best pesformance is with database files —
especially those with many fill characters
in the unused portions of the fields, a
coramon waster of disk space. [ndeed. we
squished a 384K database file to 166K.
or 43 percent of its original size. (SQZ. of
course, doesn't squeeze database files.)

There is no free lunch, however, and

the space savings you get from Sqmsh '

come a1 the expense of speed. There is a
noticeablie delay when you access a
squished file. We atiempted to quantify
this by timing a disk-intensive database
sort and index procedure, with and
without squished files. Far our tests we
used an §088 1BM PC wilh a 20-mega-

byte hard disk.

The results were dramatic. The sonf

index process took 9 minues and 35
-seconds with, normal files, and 2¢ min-
utes and 8 seconds using files compressed
by Squish. Thinking this may have been
a fluke, we also conducted a 1esl with a
225K Word Perfect 3.0 document file.
Uncompressed, the file loaded in 31
seconds. Squish compressed it to 64
percent of 11s onginal size. but it then
100k | minuie and 42 secords to load —
more than three times as iong.

The manual doesn’t mention any time
increases. but our tests indicate that this
is & significant and potentially serious
factor. Stawer disk access is an important
trade-off. ane that potential Squish users
shouid know abaut.

Another consideration is that the files
in the Squish directory occupy about
470K on your hard disk. You can delete
some of these. but most are required.
When you also consider the disk space
needed for e (ranslation files and
control files. 1he efficiency of Squish m:
be questionable in some situat
Regarding compatibility. the manufac-
turer claims that Squish will work with
all products that use the normai DOS

can be used only for data Miles '
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‘Squish is a RAM-resident program that
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COmpresses Mast daia 'files about in
half. It is not copy-protected. Pros:
Compatible with most progranms, good
safety. measures, can work in back-
ground during disk saves and retrievals,
well-docamented.  Cons: Significantly

List ‘price, $79.. Version tested (1.0} ..
available for the IBM PC, PC XT, PC
AT, and compatibles. Requires 256K of
RAM, DOS 2.0 or later, and either a
hard disk or two floppy disk drives.
Sundog Software Corp., 264 Court St.,




