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however, there 2re g many keystrokes
-built into mwch oF the menu mtt.r'l.t%n
ol some of the menus could have begi
sireamlined, There are shoricut control
keys, bot no comymand ¢ard or templates.
Making use of these shortcuts, then,

L lums aat to be time-consunting until you

master the progrin:.

Our miain gripe i thal there are no
tlustrations of (he fonis or the sapplicd
images, and no libmry management
system — just a disk full of individual

. files. We had to ereate our own font and

. image reference material,

The script cditor program is slick and

" -obvious; you fill in pacticulars on a

scrolling form, using one or more lines
per image for your specs. To make things

" less painful, there are defaults as well as
. pick-and-choost lists of the options. -

For the impatient, theee is an admira-
ble feature calied Auto-build, which will
generate a scaipt for you, alphabetically
listing the picturcs in the current directo-
ry. This gives you 2 head start; you can
cut and pasie or otherwist modify the
scripl as needed. Another of our favorite

- features is View, which will run all or part
of the show while you are working on the

script, so you can see a sneak preview af
your “'movie" as you createit.

Overall, we were quite impressed with
the ease of use of this collection of
programs, considering just how polished
they can make your presentations [ook.
Once we had invested some time 10
create our own supplemental documen-
tation, we could speed along quite
quickly, so we rate Show Partner very
good in ease of use.

ERROR HANDLING:

[n general, Show Partner handles user
mistakes with polite protectivencss, and
we wére unable 1o deliberately mess
things up with illegal acts. You get a
warning if you are going 1o overwrite an
existing file and you can always save an
edited image under another name. You
cannot inadvertentiy erase a file because

_.there is no File' Delete comeand, a

" We called the next dﬂy m'rd found him

mixed blessing since to clean out the
debris you have to go to DOS. Despite
the prablems we detailed easlier, howev
er, we never lost any data,

Overall, wefoundcmr handlmg tobe
sansfactory

SUPPORT-
The program is not copy- pmtucwd and

tetephone help is available, though there -

15 no 800 number.. The first time we
called, the technical expert was not in.

w:ry knowledgcable

run the publishei’s credits.

" The Whole Eorth Software Cotolog and a

There is i no-steings 30-day money-
bk puamanive. Afier 30 days, users can
stll recover 75 percent of their money,
aml there s # 30«day replacement
wartanly on the disk itsell. Registered
owners of Grafix Partner, a graphics
editor from the same publisher, can
upgrade to Show Partner for $30.

The unconditional moncy-biack guir-
antee, knowledgeable phone help, and
luck of capy profection casily carn Lhis
product a very good rating in support.

YALUE:
For its- low price, Show Partner is

" remarkably full-featured. PC Sioryboard

from IBM costs $250, and VCN Con-
corde from Visua) Communications Net-
work I[nc, has 2 high-altitude price 1ag of
$695. VCN Concorde and PC Story-
board perform as slide-shaw programs,
like Show Pariner, but they also have
some fancy features, particutarly in terms
of generating graphs from data, that are

not inclwded in Show Pariner. VON |-
Concorde can make music, while Show |-

Partner just makes little noises, and
Storyboard is mute.
But Show Partner ouishines both

products in terms of its freehand drawing

and paint program capabilities. Story-
board lacks freehand drawing, and Con-
corde, surprisingly. does nol support
Lablets for freehand drawing.

Show Pariner is an astonishing bar- |

gain at §79. [l you buy a new Microsoft
Mause ($125 to $200, depending on the
version), Show Pariner comes free as a
Crackerjack prize, bundied along with
Microsofi Paintbrush. .
There are some pricey add-ons avail-
able, including clip-art disks, available

for Sales and Marketing, Finance Ad-| -
minisiration, and Exeécutive and Man--

agement editions, at $(29 each (or $9’9
each when purchased as a package of

three}. Additional drivers are available
on a 830 disk for graphics tablets, a
juystlck other graphics adapters,. and
printers. For software developers,
Memshow Exec is a memory-sesident
run-time module with extra features that
interfaces with other applications 5o you
can access its animation features from
another program; it has a list price of
$250, or $60C in the versian that doesn’t

Rating Show Partner on its own, we

think this is an unbeatable valve with |-

remarkable power and sophistication; we
rate its value as excellent.

Sharon L. Rufener is a section editor of

microcomputer writer and consultar.
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Office Writer, Version 5.0

WithUpdate, Word Processor
Matches lts High-End Rivals

By JohnLombardi Review Bodrd

In Version 5.0, OfTice Writer, a Wanglike
word pracessing program for the [BM PC
und look-alikes, becomes more competi-
tive with top-ol-the-line corporate rivals
such as Mullimate Professional and
Word Perfect 4.1,

By adding more power, this release of
Office Writer follows the tsend of corpo-
rate word processors moving away (rom
their predecessors, the . dedicated word
processing systems, While still not as

Is vour data

safe tonight?

Sleep tight with
by DSBACKUP+"

Alt new from Design Softwarr, .
DSBACKLIP+ is the most adtanced hard
disk backup wtility available. 1t lets
‘MS-DOS and PC-DOS users quickly
- back up and restore single files or |
directaries, multiple directories or an
entire hard disk drive. And
DSBACKUP+ daes it al! with more
power than prodncts costing twice as
much, plus f formerly available.
. only m mamframe environments.
Among them:
 Critical safety — as DSBACKUP+
automatically verifies data while
backing up and/or restormg. assur-
ing data integrity.
= Exceptional speed with the new
SPEEDBAK feature — backs up a 10
hard disk in 5 minutes. (10
~ times faster than DOS!)
» On-Line Statistics — full drive and
backup statistics wnunuously up-’
daled On your screen.

feature-lilled as Mulumate, OfTice Writer
remains one of the easiesl 1o use af° thr:
corporate word processors.

FEATURES:

Although the 5.0 version of Office Writer
i5 not as rlgorously page-onenmd as
earlier versions (see “Wang-Style PC
Program For Office [Improved,” April
21, 1986), the program still insists that
the user give each page its own format

#Trur data compression — for up to
40% more data on each disk or
cartridge. .

® Maltiple volumes — to let you
backup and restore from mare than
one drive at a time, ie.. your A and
B floppy er your I and E Bernoylli
cartridges and to your mainframe.

u Directory and file scroliing — to
scrodl through all selected backup
files prior to the backup process
and take full advantage of the inclu-
sionfexclusion filespec capabilities.

= Easy to use — DSBACKUP+ is com- -

, pletely. menu or command-ine
driven, with all functions simple to
follnw dur:l.ng stép. by-slep

¥

Fmaily. at $79.95, it's not only the most
helpfut but the most mst—efﬁnenl
utility of its | I:md

- - Yes, I will sleep better with
--—-copies of DSBACKUP + @ $79.95 {add 00 Shipping and Handiing)y -

The it easvarhhm:rfooks

Please rush me
Name

-
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Peyment: VISA MC AMX CHECK
Exp Mo - ]

12?5W RuoseveltRoad \'\kstChtcago,ILﬁO‘lSS




" JANGARY 26, 1987

Software Reviews

WORLD

lipe, specify pape breaks whih..lypinb.
and repaginale belere peinting. Offioe

Writer does allow users 10 scrotl smooth-

Iy between pages, thauph: Multimaie and
Displaywrite 3, by cantrast, show only
0N page ac i Ilmc :

Nonctheless, the difference between
the pupge ortentition of Office Weiter
(which developed from the world of
dedicated  word | processorsy and  the
document orientatjon of u program like
Word Perfect (developed  directly on
microcomputers)y has become larpely
stylistic, without significant impact on
performance.

OfTice Writer includes almost 2} the
popular features of professional word
processing,_programs. Office Writer can
handie long documents {up to 444 pages
with 640K of . memory). boilerplaie
document assembly, - comprehensive

Wm;ronumwmmpmle |
mmunu.ﬂnhsummmmm
calions oo wiiti you. The WordPort '
$200™ Portable Modem is the only |
modem you need, whether you lrvef |
across e coutey o around the .
- workd: .
mmmbwmm
Mmodmdmtm.mly

e muammmm ihe
WordPort 1200 werks with il

mail merge andl lbototing. Beeling up
these capahilitics are sikh powerlul new
wdligings as mmng and selecting of mad
merpe Giles, creaiion of indexes aud Gibdes
of conkenls, and outhning. A new hy-
phenation fedture wses it hyphenation
dictionitry (or accdracy.

The new versian alse offers as added
capahilitics multiple columas (up ta 15)
in cither newspaper or parallet column
style, decimal-alipned tabs, and five-
function columnar math. A 40,000-word
thesaurus has been added that gives short
definitions, as well as synonyms and
untonyms. {Specialized dictionaries for
legal or medical 1erms are available as
{ree pptions to registered users.) Line and
box drawing are now avaitable, as welf as
paragraph numbering, smoolh horizon-
1al and verticat scrolling acrass 250
columns, and support for EGA in 43ine
mode and for fisll-page moniters such as
the Genius in 66-line mode.

Oneyfeature still missing from Office
Writer 1§ the strike-out- function neces-
sary for editing fegal documents.

‘An optional add-on program, called
Officegraphics ($145). can capture graph-
ics screems [rom any other programs,
inqluding Lotus 1-2-3 or any graphics
program, and insert them into an Office
Wriler .text file. {Samna Word and
Wordstar-2000 recenily ‘added similar
graphics import capability.)

Odfice Writer includes extensive docu-
ment managentent capabilitics including
the capability 1o group related -docu-
ments into subdirectorylike libraries, and
a nifty procedure that searches for any
word of phirase in any document on the
drive.

(Far reviews of competing products,
see Samna Word 111, August 4, 1986,
Disptaywrite 3, May 5, 1986. Wordstar
2000, April 4, 1986; Word Perfect 4.1,
November 4, 1985, and Multimate
Advantage, September 23, 1985.}

PERFORMANCE:

While Version 4.0 of Office Writer was
far down in the pack of .high-end
corporate word processors, the many
additional features and improved perfor-

~ mance of Version 5.0 make Office Wniter

Jjust abont an equal match with feature-

Version 5.0 of Office Writer word processing packoge has added many strong fearwes
such os a'good thesourus, indexing, multiple columns, and EGA sypport.

packed competitors.

The program now perl'orms screen
handling noticeably more quickly, and
responsiveness to keystrokes is good.
Most editing 1akes place even more
quickly. There is a fairty compiete range
of cursor move commands, though there
5 stift no word-left cursor command.
Also as before, the insert mode can be
something of an annoyance, because not
all editing functions are available while in
inserz mode. It works fine but will seem
clurnsy if you need inséri-only a single
character of word.

We thought the commands for copy-
ing or moving text from one docurment 1o
another {Supermove and Supercopy}
were clumsy. You must already have
created the second document before you
can copy or move from the first docu-
ment. Moreover, the process is done
backwards from mast other word proces-
sors. You enter the second document,
invokeé the Supercopy command, and
then switch to the first document to mark
the text to -be copied. Other word

-processing programs wilt let- you write

out 1ext 10 another existing file, or create

3 s COMPATIBLES
N S Mwllﬂn‘!aﬂmyleandmw
.gmmm‘ ; o0 your compater
. from Microsync is a real-ime clock-caleadar whish
_umu:dmmdnmmmmsymmehmm
. mmumdmhmﬂbmymmm
#nxd dxte Fupctions when the system i shut down.

mmwmmmmmmm

| CLOCK-CALENDAR.

Clock”
' $59.95

d ..dﬁﬂlﬂm.wdﬂﬁwmwﬂdﬂiaiﬂw
To order.dClock call: (214) 783-5198
$89 95 (Please add $2 fox shipping and bandling )

Wamanty.

mnbx 116302 + Canrlion, T 75011 .
— AICROYNC tve Tanbuvtn of MECSOEYNG b,

ﬂl’hl_ _ﬂ‘H—-Wﬁl )

. summarizes

_'as satlsfm:wry

Lhe file if it doesn’t aiready exist, without
having to leave the source document.

Bu1 on second book; the Office Writer
approach has some advantages. You can
mark an exact portion of the file you
want to send and the specific place in the
receiving file where it should go. Other
programs at best merely append text ta
the end of an existing file, or only let you
read in whote files. There are advantages
to both approaches.

Although the spelling program works
well, it is aot as. fast or convenient as
Word Perfect’s, nor does it find as many
words, Office Writer can't check the
speliing of 2 word split with a hyphen {for
example, re-enter, folfow-up). The key-
strokes required 1o respond to flagged
words and -correct misspellings are un-
necessarily complex.
~ The thesaurus is good: it provides
both a definition of the word and a set of
botk synonyms and antonyms to help
writers chgose the right word.

Office Writer's new hyphenation dic-
tionary is accuratg, but slow: An article of
some 3,000 words ook about seven
minotes to hypbenate on an 8-MHz AT.

In performance, we judge Office
Writer 5.0 as specdier in most functions
than Samna HI, Wordstar - 2000, or
Displaywrite 3, and almost as full-
featured as any of its competitors. Quick
screen handling and editing, salid perfor-
mance, amd weil-designed functions
again carn Office Writer 5.0 a very good
score in performance.

DOCUMENTATION:
As before, Office Writer's documenta-
tion includes a main manual that is
logically ordered and “clearfy written, a
Getting Started booklet and tutorial, a
long reference section appendix that
every and a
series of appendixes that cover printers
and printer- customization, installation
options, and error messages. The main
manual- has superb descriptions and
explanations; the reference material is
quite complete; and the index'is usable,
The manua! for Officelink, the set of
routines that converts documents be-
tween Office Writer and other pmgram
formats, is complete and clear, .
The context-sensitive on-line help is
good; huwcm, he]plsnotav:allablcﬁ'om
the main menu or dlmng Iwnodnmg
functions, T
Omallweagam rntcdocummnon )
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instemd, Ure wrilten (utarial uuompmlw
a sumpie docoment on disk. 1o

the straightforwan) tutonial does pmwdc
i strong introduction 10 2l tw program’s
major [eatures, Gther helps to the
beginning user include an casy-to-lewrm
command system and o varicty of
keybourd tempiates.

New users accustomed (o hilting the
Enter or Return key 1o execule pending
commards will have to get used (0 using
the gray plus key to the nght of (he
keypad for this purpose. Office Writer
calls this the GO key, a cacryover from
dedicaied word pracessing systems.

1 hus 1s merely a bump on the mad 1o
learming an otherwise casy product. [n
other respects, the context-sensitive help
is a plus to the beginning user. If a
funclion is in process. pressing Escape
will provide you with a sereen-full of
descriptive material on that function. I
you call up help dicectly from the cditing
screen, you'll see an index 10 function key -
communds. When you press any func-
" tion key, the appropriate screen of
information appears, While not quite as
sophisticated or comprehensive as the
help available in somc other pnuducts, it
is fine.

By design, Olice Writer is very r:asy 03]

tors in the high-end professionut - wird
I¥OCesSing cumaenily,

First-class  document  managemenl
utilities are a strong benefit. For more
caperienced users, a comprehensive key-
board macra facility is helpful, and the
powerful mail-mepe and  documcri-
assembly features make large projeets
such as mass mailings much more
manageable.

There are shoricomings, The speiler,
while reasonably comprehensive, ne-
quires many more keystrokes than Word
Perfect’s, for cxample. Similardy, the
clumsy inserl mode represents a real
immilution when you need to add a
characier or lwo. The absence of a cursor
contral that moves lefi by word is mildly
annoying.

Finally, OfTice Writer does not handilc
subdirectories very gracefully. At various
poiats in the program. subdireciories are
maceessible. Furthermore, when you are

convertlng docurnents, the program per- -

mits only sirigle-letter.drive assignments,
50 you can't specify a subdirectory path.
These shoricomings somewhat oflfset
Office Writer's otherwise fine vase of use
leatures, design. and speed. On the
bulance, we rate Offite Writer 5.0 as

-improved Over i1s previous version in

suppart BGA, (Oftice Writer docs sup-
port EGA but does not support ex(cnded
or expanded nwemory.}

The poor advice is countered by the
lack of copy protection, the availability
ol wll-free support. the good upgrade
policy, and the evaluation copy. On
batance, Cllice Writer 5.0 again rates
salisficlony in support,

VALUE:
Office Wriler 5.0 has a list price of $495,
which is $50 higher than Version 4.0 but
still makes it cheaper than most high-
capacily, - professional office word pro-
cessing products. Mullimate Advaniage
and Wardstar 2000 Plus, for example,
are $595, and Samna Word 111 is $550.
Only Worg Perfect, Lhe most powerlul of
the group, is $495.

While not as powerful in featurcs as

Word Perfect, Office Writer 5.0 is quite
full featured and is much speedicr than
Multmaic Advantage. as well as epsier 10
use in some ways. Good mail-merge
lunction, index, outline, and 1able of
contents (catures and mathi functions are
il here., Only the lack of sinkeout for
legal dacuments und the lack of sarting
within ward processing documents will
limit the market for this product.

Overall, we feel Office Writer 5.0 has
improved in value over ils previous
version maore than enough (0 offsel Lhe
price increase. For s competilive fea-
Lures, supenior speed, and slightly lower
prive. we rute this product very good in
valuc for its class.

John lombard: 1s ¢ professor of history
ond ouvthor of five books. He hos been
working with computers since 1967,

It’ga Job,

but sormebody has to doit.

learn. has generaily good on-linc help. ease of use. und we give.it a score of very

_ sensible menus, and good documenia-  good.
tion; we again rate OfTice Wnter s ease of
Jcarning as very good. ERROR HANDLING:

Office Writer protects the user against
most basic errors. There is alimited form
ol Undelete by which your most recent
deletion can be repiaced, but only if you
haven’i entered any other keystrokes
since the deletion. A timed backup
facility automatically saves the docu-
ment being edited at intervals specified
by the user. (The feature can be turmed
off if degired.) Other errors, such as those

ed by an open drive door or

EASE OF USE: .

OfTice Writer's good screen’ layout, dis-
play of dots for spaces, astomatic save.
and casy-lo-read function keys make this
program easier to use than its competi-

REPORT CARD mmypcd function keys, are effectively
ARE trapped Without complications.
SOFTW Office Writer 5.0 has an Exit to DOS
OFACE “m, funcuon that fets you suspend the
program, perform some DOS operations,
VERSION 5.0 and even run some other programs, then
% return o where you were in Office Writer
3 g 2 i with just® few keystrokes. Although it is
g g3 passible to accidentally exil from Office
‘E R g Writer altogether when doing this, the
- 5 mo> u automatic Save [eature ensures that you
f U000 ®D don’t fose any ext anyway.
5 O o®o o The disappointingly limited Undelete
function s offset by good error handling :
Exeofleamng O D D B O and especially ‘the automatic backup ;
Ease of Lae 0 oomna feature. Again, we rate evor handling
EmorHanding O 00 D @ O very good.
Sgppot | OO @O0  SUPPORT:
“Vae DOQwo Office Writer 5.0 comes with the usual

guaramee on the media anly. However

.corporate buyers can get an I $99
- .copy on 30-day trial. The program is not without comgibcated file tramsers or you get a ot of credit.
) ‘copy-protected. Those who have bought . eﬂn:g.mulmﬂmafuhnwuﬂ i
- -Vérsion 4.0 since September get the never see with Lotus aloge. W
pgradie free; those who bought it earlier Because reality has its ups and Y 472 ' N
. ‘pay 8§75 for the upgmde from any prior Hact - m*;ltu;'?m;‘&-"r 0= X A1~ o o
\’Emn Lotes s 2 adrmark Dievekipumeay Corurstion -y II*-
B Telenhm: support is provided: for _ muw--mmanﬁmﬂ"
. registered - users only. We called the No Risk. 30 Day, Mocey Back Guarantee
customer support number in the nmanual Wisard® Forecaster 3959
and asked some questions about the: e sl Fovecasies $249.00 -
program’s ability to use the EGA card wwmn.mm Compacy/Tice
and expanded or extended v, and arders only: R .
w:almaskndabouxaspncmgpmblem M%mem o Pt Towse
- we had with otr printer. The customer . mﬂ: m'kml prre=—rry oy
" support representative was l‘mndjy but Or complate this. =
had litile knowledge about these issies; Plenoe send me (€ -
in- fact, -this- individual was uncertain- L————-——M-Mﬂﬂkmlﬂ S 4
about what expanded memory might be. W”‘“"E"" BoExg . Mt ) _
We were refemmed to another, customer Prrmheck: VISA ] MascerCond ek Maltx Canpany
secvice 800 nuimber, where we talked to. Cand# mmau&;?m

equally. fnend]y mdmdua] who could




