BR W al

WORLD

. DECEMTDER 8, 1980

Word for Word

Step-Saving Utility

Converts

Among Six Word Processors

By John Lombardl ReviewBoord

Cnnveﬂ.mg documents from one word
processing program format to another
can be a pain in the neck. Word

don’t use & formatting
mdcs.solmnshnngshmvdyformamd
Wordstar 3.3 file so it can be read by, say,
Volkswriter cap be a lot of work, The
common method is to strip out all the
formatting, read the file into the other
word processor, and spend an hour or

" two putiing the formats back ia.

There are other solutions, however.
Some word processors offer their own
conversions: Word Perfect, for exampie,
will convert Wordstar files with mast

grams support
chitecture/Revisable Form Text {DCA/
RFT), a format transkation standard
created by IBM. There are commescial
firms that will convert documents from
one system to another for you, and can
handie more exotic files such as those
from dedicated word processors.

Word for Word is a program that
promises to convert among the six most
popular PC word processors on the
market tocday, retaming virtually all
formanting. Our tests showed that Word
for Word pretty much does its job of
conversion — it misfires on a few
items like soft hyphens and centered text.
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tt also offers the useful capability of
transferring  formatted ext files by

FEATURES:

Word for Word converts documents
between any of several formats. The
current list (which will grow in subse-
quent releases, according to the vendor)
consists of versions of six popular word
processors: Wordstar 3.3 and 3.31, PFS
Write Version C, IBM Writing Assistant,

Word Pexfect 3.0 and 4.1, Multimate 3.3,
Volkswriter DeJuxe 2,2, and Volkswriter
3, Version 1.0, In addition, it can convert
to and from ASCH, EBCDIC, and a
special communications format.

The fumction of this program coukint
be simpler — conweiting document files
from onc of these formats to any of the

others. The program can sun in a batch

maode for multiple fil¢ conversions, or
through an infcractive system with help-
fitl prompts and information screcns. It
will print an exception file that includes a
coded list of all the featuges that could
not be converted between the source and
the target systems; these exceptions can
aiso be Tageed in the text of the
converted documeni.

PERFORMANCE: :
Word for Word is fast. The conversion

'mmn@l‘aku;lndshnﬂthm
the conversion routines that make up a
part of the Volkewriter 3 or Word Perfect

4ImmUnﬁJmmaﬁdyWordfur"

mfmﬂyhﬂeﬂmﬁemhw

which otherwise states
thaufafunmmmboﬁmaﬁd
target word processor, the mvqu
document will be a mirror image of the
original. i
We prepared the text file in Word

I you want a single, dependable
soures for sl your data commumnications
equipment and service requirements,
we ought to get acqueinted.

You can get all the personal com-
puters, printers, data terminals and
network equipment you need. Juss
say when and where you need them,

Then beth discuss the options—both
in terms of the equipment and how
you wart to gequire it. Rent, lease or
purchase, you'll get what you're
fooking for quickly, nsaally within 24
hours. You can even bay top-quality

used equipment. You alsa get a highly
qualifted source for maintenance and
repair, whether itk for our equipment
oF yoars.

That’s because, hehind Lisa Metric
stands 1.easamedtric, the most experi-
enced rental/lease company in the
industry. A company with the systems,
the resources and the profesaional
know-how to put dsta comununica-
tons equipment to work for you—
and haep it working.

So the next tine you have a
requirement—whether yoi: want to

rent one PC for a month or lease 101
printers for a few years—call Leass-
metric. Its the only name you need
ta remember

“Hello, I'm Lisa Metric. Whenevel:i)
wherever and however you need D

equipment, you'll never need anyone but me?
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Perfect 4.1, then we converted the Word

Ferfect document into Wordstar 3,31

format and Yolkswriter 3 format to test
reasonable.

were
various ways: foctnotes, not available in
Volkswriter, were not converted but left
mﬂle]‘.ext.'l'h:ﬁrstl.lnenfatwo—hne
hwdcrm%rdh‘t’et:tbmnwasmgln—
line header in both Volkswriter and

Wordstar, whchonlydoowhnetmd—

-thing
two-line footer. We had a decimal-
aligned column’ in the. Word Perfect
document that was transferred -without
afignment into both documents, though
both - Volkswriter- and . Wondstar have
decimal columns.

The main glitch in the Volkswriter test
was the conversion of Word Perfect's
hyphenation characters (soft hyphens) to
hard dashes in Volkswriter 3, even
though Volkswriter has a hyphenation
facility. {The vendor claims this is a
known problem that is fixed in Vession
1.19, now shipping.)

The conversion from Word Perfect to-

Wordstar  3.31 did not convert the
changing margins specified explicitly in
the Wond Perfect document, although
Wordstar has a feature that allows a ruler
line command to be embedded in the
text. In this conversion, the hyphenation
characters were simply removed, even
though Wordstar 3.31 also has hyphen-
ation characters. We had mcluded an #
with a tilde over it as a special character;
Woridstar doesn’t support this character,
so the Wordstar version dropped the tilde
and kept the n, a reasopable compro-
mise, Formatting characteristics such as
centering (which Wordstar has) and flush
right (which - Wordstar does not} were
lost (The vendor says the Wordstar.
centering and hyptxnat:on problems are
being fixed.) Changes in pitch were
translated by the appropriate dot com-
mands, and justifivation do! commands
were also included.
* I both the Volkswriter asd Wordstar
conversions, consideraiie cleanup was
required to get the document to look

- exactly like the original Word Perfect

document. The most annoying problemn
was the failuee (0 hardle soft hyphens
properly. However, both converted dac-
uments were completely editable, and

-{Extended Binary-Coded Deci

the cleanup, while time-consuming,
posed no signilicant problems.

None of these difficulties should .
surprise any weteran. user of word pro- |
Compiete

- processing systems differ in the amount

of information that is stored with the file.
Many do not store pagesize and page-
length information with the document

mmtdpmumngsysmbmnmm
another (such as multiline beaders)
cannot be converted.

- There are two other conversions of
interest included in this package. The
ASCII conversion takes a word process-
ing file and strips out ali the special

- characters that may have been inserted

for formatting information. The result is
a file that can betudmna]mmtm

ASCH fils back into Word Perfect, we

‘found that all fines ended in hard end-of-

line characters, which meant a iot of
extra editing.

Word for Word aiso has a routine (o
convert files into the codes used by some
1BM mainframe systems, called EBCDIC
1 Inter-

To use Word For Woid, sdec:omo!hﬂambecmwdﬁmm&ard f
task to be completad from the other. The rasf is avtomalic.

DOCUMENTATION:

The Word for Word manual is clkear and
casy 10 wse. It hasithe basic information
available, indicates enowgh techmical
deta:ls for a reasonably expest word
user to understand what will

change Code), an alterpative coding
system to ASCIL. For those who need
such a conversion, this program will
serve nicely.

Tetecommunicating word processing
files is a problem for many word
processors, whose caded files ofien cause
a modem ta choke and quit; alicrnately,
the communications soflware automat-
cally strips out all spegial formats. Word
for Word includes a special communica-
tions mogde that solves this communica-

andmn‘twmk,andexpla.msthevanuus
ways of using the program.

We feel that the documentation over-
states the completeness of the transta-
tions possible, and its remarks on the
amount of work mcedéd. 10 get one
complex decument working on another
word processing systetn are optimistic.
ﬁuamde,ﬁwdocurmnmumwamnua
salul‘myram : .

EASE OF LEARNING:.

tions problem elegantly by co
the document into a file that can be sent
by modem and then reconverted, with all
its eodes intact, at the other end of the
transmission - using a second copy of
‘Word for Word.

Though Word ‘for Word falls a little
short in converting everything it could, it
does @ fairly good job of reducing the
amoiuns of postiransiation cleanup need-
ed, The result is a program that can

greatly reduce the work involved in l .
moving dacuments among word proces- -

sors. White there are other oplions
available far performing this feat, Word
for Word offers two less common
bonuses: the EBCDIC translation and the
useful communications format. For this
reason, we rate Word for Word very good
in performance.

This program is almosd trivially easy to
learn. In the intesactive moda, the menus
and instructions are very ckear. Online
help explains every step. -‘We rate this
program excéllent in ease of leamning.

EASE OF USE:

Word for Woml is also very easy 10 use.
The option 1o use baich commands thal
automate multipte document conver-

ugh posumnslaum
up is required, Whtdror\ihdsu]l pams
amygnodmeaseofuse

ERROR HANDLING: -

andpnthnamwmwmmydlfﬁcﬂhﬁ
- and with o lost inforntation.
" Ifyou mistype the drive letter or leave
adnvcdonrnpcn,lhepmgramnmpty
gives you the “Abort,” Retry Ignore”
-message from, DOS, -and il yqu can’t
correct the situation, it dumps you back
1o the operating system. Fortunately, no
damaaeudomwﬁlshacamenomes
are open at the time. ~ .

Word for Word will overwrite an
existing file in the interactive mode

t.\ The Best 4’«,,,

WordPerfect

Training 5,

Now you can leam WardPerfect foster, better, and al lower cost than ever before.  You
leam by daing. Much belter than the manuat, and far superior to sny tutorial available,
The All-Hands-On WordPerfect Learniog Dlsk 1akos you from novice to
moficiency 1n3euyl¢nnns DurlclmngwhwurkdmllymIJlWordMeclw
your | g time is d 3 The All-Rands-On Leaming Disk is the oafy
complete, lud'eptk course  availablc anywhere for WordPerect and is avajladle for
versien 4.1 and 4.2{pleasc cpecify). Our 4.2 Lurmng Disk covers the important new
fealurcs. Only $74.95+3.00 shipping and ‘handling(MA res. add 5%). YisW/MC, chk or
P.O. accepted. Phone (617} 458-1130 or write:

Retriaval Tachnology Corp.
3 Courthouse Lang

Cheimsiord, MA 01824
{617)458-1130
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Expand your options.

ACCRSSONIRS
T Leader i» Compuwier Componants.
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- by those with & professional need for
rqnlprc_lncm

cunversions, There are

" example, Word Perfect and Volkswrites.
‘both’convert to and from Wordstar. and

resalts, bat it is slower, and DCA has its
own quirks and dropped formats.

As a converson utility, Word for
Wurddoessfmzjohatnﬁ:rmce We
rate its value s saty

Synonyms appear in a window ai the
boitom of the screen. You can select one

John lombardy is @ profassor of history

" nd author of Tve books. He has been

of the synomyms to replace the word in
your document automatically. As with
most thesauruses we've seen,  Word

working with computers sinca 1967.

Moreﬂlaniustatum-on.

- RCCRRgONNS
The Leader in Compular Componenta

b wl hover

| DOS or with word processors thist

Finder wil

will display a list of

similarly .
words when it ¢can’t find a reference for

the word you spicify.

" PERFORMANCE:

Word Fder tequires 33K of RAM
above that used by your word processor
and other utililies. [t works with Sidekick
and Polywindows Desk with no problem,
and you can coafigure it for-any of 24
word processors, including Woed Perfect,
Microsoft ‘Word, Displaywrite,

Easy,
PFS Write, and Multimate. Because you ' -

mspmfywmmnkcsmllmw
the thesaurvs, there’s no problem of
conflict with your word processor.

As you would imagine, Word Finder
is faster with the smaller dictionary,
edmmBoﬂmdsTmbohshmmsbym
a bit. Turbo Lighining is Faster, though,
when you use Word Finder's larger

"agﬂe.Fore:mple,whmyouchoosea

mmmww;,nmnpmm
synomym into the same grammatical
form as the ofiginal word; (hus matching
adverbs with adverbs and so on. Web-
ster's will also change an article from a to
an if the synonym. requires such a
chanpe.
You can chain through Word Finder's
list of synonyms, in effect deriving
synonyms for the synonyms. But since
the words are extensively cross-refer-

enced 1o one another, this chaining won’t .

give you many new choices.

Word Finder's speed is about the same
as the competition’s. The program’s
fewer capabilities arc balanced by the
lar_p‘mymhst.mnmgasaw!amm
rating for performance.

DOCUMENTATION:

Word Finder comes with a stapled, 47-
page brochure for 2 manual. It explains
installation, sctup, and basic use of the
program, but it includes only a very brief,
two-page reference section, It docs offcr
instructions for using the program with

aummmllar hlmetbl: A simp

replmemumdd‘themalwmdn.
also capitalizd. - .
hhTurholeh,medﬁnder

Although Word
Finder is about as
fast as other -
thesauruses, some
competitors are
more versatile and
can index more
. words.

casier — largely because the program is
smpler than competing products — we

‘ rate ease of learning as excefient.

EASE OF USE:
Since Word Finder has really only one

. command, it's eunmnﬂymytome

Apain, because it is simpler than its
competition, it is easier 1o use. We rate it
asemdlmtfareaseot‘use

The latast vorsion of Word Finder includes @ 220,000-word syndnyim diciionary.
Synonyms for a porticvlor word appeor in o window ! the botiom of the screen.
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