consists of many well-written, informative
sactions, mdu:hngapmgram—nsemmn.

|an e, five ~

appendixes, and 2 lexicon ‘of : project
mm&
lnaﬁhm,amnﬂetemdmandubh

~= Program

"'ﬁmrammmuumsm'
schadules.

Bulrts&neu Pl'dﬂimhedﬂlmg
and costing, noe task legendancies and

ties, “less ﬂexihiilty and  less raw
prosec than

ThnehwurSuparwq:cthAptdes-'

sional project manager who deals with a

underpowered.

Microsoft has raised the price with its
pew version, to $395. Its more powerful
competitors are mostly priced at $495. For
sts;mne Project does offer a nice blend of

features appiopriate to the large audience
dmmpsmpﬁwﬂynmﬂam
schedwer and program. Far this

costing
audience, we think it's a satisfactory vabae.

have been added; the program now handies

Don Crabb is tked:mbarafuudugmdx
ate compuier sciemce insiruction and
teaches at @ major Midwestern anivernity.

The Able-1
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ram Has

Problems

By John Lombardi
Review Board
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mwhtzr smmnewillmalnean
that pr

integrated
integration between ful!-ﬁmcmn spwad-
sheet, datat word
communications prograos.

Framework and Sympbony do @ reason-
able job but with some Laritations. Able-},
the integrated program reviewed hcre
offers snazzy screens, a consistent set of
commands, and easy document transfer
between modules, but it alse has problems.
First, the individual word processing, data-
base, spreadsh and ¢ ication
modules 2ren’t a8 good as their equivatent
stand-alone counterparts. And there are
same serious faws.

FEATURES: Able-1 offers an ie-
grated envmmmt fur wnrd pmcesmg

dehest ¢
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PERFORMANCE SOFTWARE
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EmwHn@ng . 0 D D @O
Support 0000
Vave c 0@ 0 0

.wni‘hhlehrIBMPC PC-XT, PC AT,
andmnplﬂiﬁmhsPC-orMS-DOS
Zﬂu'htu Rmum:im
oy disk drives; movochiome oc

' ‘iﬂ*! priter, Microsoft Corp.,
16011 NIE.: 364k, Box 9701!. Rei

mﬂﬂmﬂm&wm

This is just one example of Prupcts
more cumbersome approach to project
raanagement. Overall, the program rates as

" satisfactory in this important category

where its competilors have earned higher

SC0TES.

ERROR HANDLING: Microsoft
Project is weil-protected against user foul-
ups. It does not allow illegal commands to
tuin 2 project file oc disrupt 2 session. The
menu-command libes make it difficult to
make a mistake, prompling you, for
example, to save data before allawing you
to quit the program.

The program makes it easy to save data
and dificult to Jose it, and it earns a very

" good ervor-handling rating. -

SUPPORT: Micrusoft Project installs
on your campuler easily, usmg a suppbied
‘installationfsetup disk, The program is not
copy-protected and you are entouraged to
make sufficient backups.

The program disks arc guarantced (oc
90 days agminst defects in the magpetic
medla Microsoft will provide program
disks free during the wranty
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tions, andfiatabase management. Wﬁhln
Able-1, users can easfly switch from ane
task to another, while Able-} takes care of
the housekeeping involved in switching
applicaty

Able-1 also Jets you easily transfer files
(except graph files} from one task to
anﬂhu.Formmple.ywminclud&a
spreadsheet n a word processing doco-
ment, and you can send a list of numbers
yuuenteredmawmﬂprwmdomnm
to a database file. This kind of data
transferability is*a majr accomplishment,
and although. many other programs will fet
you convert data:fram one format to
another, their methods are mare tedious
and complex.

Althdugh integration is useful, the
ultimate valve of an integrated package
depends on the quality of its individual
modules. And this is where Abte-1 falis
wommeple,Ablc-l swwdprmem—
ing duk gh olfering a
list of [eatures, daes not have the rich
options associated with full-feature pro-
grams such as Wordperfect or even the
venerable Wordstar 3.3.

Able-1's word processor m ﬁn the
normal editing, revising, and formatting, it
has find-and-replace functions, allows for
changes in margins s page lengths, docs
headers and footers, and can handke six
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her
sich as PC-File and a full-Sedped database
management system such as Dbase I
‘ou can create datahases apparently

cdaumon field. Althongh not 2s powerfut 25
2 Fully relationa] datzhase manager, Abte-
1’k datahase does have an impressive array

pickageas a
| The word processing madule is by far
e worst performer in the group. ts
résponse is 50 slow 3nd clumsy that we can
récos _it_fu;omy;heshnrtestm
en modestly speedy rypisis will easidly
tyipe abead of the screem, and in some
sitaationa it is quite possible to type not
ohly ahead of the screen but beygnd the
fignits of tha interna} butfer. This generates
v ng beeps as characters are Jost. You
for the screen to citch up, see which
ez got lost, make the coerection,

Measured against a program such as:
PC-File, which hss roughly .the same-
functionality, the Ahle-1 database performs |
well, Jts pluses include its capability to k',
fikes, its quick retrieval of iems, its flexible -
screen formatting, ond its capability to. ]
intanctwiththewudgmmnhnmam-;

ing ngths :
different-modules, we rate Able-1'a overall
perf :

part, the -explanations are clear, the

examples helpful, and the index reasonably

ocompiete. Unfortunately, the book’s bind-

ing makes it nearly impossible for it to lie’

flat. As a result, we bad a difficult time
keeping the manual open.

"Tive manuzal i thin o, technical details, |

We couldn’t find much information about
the ‘limits of the various programs. For
instance, we wonder bow many secords the

database can hald, what the maximum size -
- of a record or spreadsheet is, and haw Large

a document the word ‘processor can
accormodate. We found it impossible o
locate the answers to these questians in the
documentation.

Abso, much information is scattered i
different sections. Although each module

F WOTR Ol

oorst performier among ANe-1's modules is its word processor. The response is so
slow awd clumsy 1hat we can recommend il for only the shoyiesi memos.

foemance 55 POOT. . .
UMENTATION: Able-1's docu- ||
mettation, which coasists of a single 281- .
page paperback book, reflects the |
unevenness of the package. For the most:

database has-a feature:that allows you to .
‘modify the template for an cxisting data-

bau."[‘hhwwld;mﬁpgtﬂihemqi;

available cause us to rate the documenta-

" Hion 88 poor. .
© BASE OF LEARNING: - Able-1's

modules use a ‘stapdard set of menua ad
function keys that look the same.20d work
much the sage in. each module. Thie,

Yes, yes,; no, and yes,
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is active at a time, work wicely. You cm
move or size thess at witl: However,

~ -

If your Apple Il system is equipped with
only one S5¥-inch drive, Reportwamks

tions can be shown to be uarelated to the
narrow range of functions neaded. As a

l-purpose integrated package, how-
ever,” we have 1o rate’ Able-1 as-a poor
value! ’

1ough out on paper the type of report oy
form you would ike to create, you use the
page-tayout screen to define characteristics
such as the size of headers, footers, and
work and eniry arezs. Retuming Lo the

changed), * report-design screeq, you type in labels and -

use the Apple keys and cursor keys to draw
dummy Gelds.
After you have plotted the Gelds you

it (uatification, 8 time},
and data souarce (keybodrd, formls, or file).
By belping you put inf wheye

before - exiting Able-1, you could:
) detetic g o

Unfortumiately, there is a fatal inability
to recover from disk errors such as
specifying a drive without a disk orwith an
|56 July 28,1985 lInfoWorld : '

Jokn Lombardi is a professor of history
and auther of five books Hr has been
working with compuiers since 1967.
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