) . {comfortably tiin its redecessors.

- | memory, « 360K floppy drive, and a

processor; the Compaq Plué,.
x‘l‘-mmptiue hard disk verzion of
purii'bll:: ap? the C:mpaq

z—?sam

g
3
;
;
d

R L]

‘Compaq Line =

Gains Addition

mﬂefeedhackiurmmdadmses-
mtmdnhonﬁetsma(&mbkaudiﬂe
key click,

Cmnpaq'sw-ﬂmnwithfwr
AT-co i

akled memory, rméems. or other devices.

three | frée, depending oo configurs-
ton.) The computer comes with a parafiet

The Poitable Il comes in three mod
corresponding|te different combinabiond
disk drives and memory. We tested the d
of-the-line Mode] 3, which includes 64

megabyte fixed disk drive. The Inte}
IMXTOPTOCESSOT AN Yun at speeds
MHz, like the PC AT, oratBMHxiur

mm!Comq,hummthntslm&m
wash, It is about 1 to 2 inches smaMler]
larcund, and at 26 pounds, is about 5 powy
lighter. - With- #ts padded handle, ¢
nndmecanbemmdmmmrtsm

g

The AT-type keyboxrdns
thll:lhefuncmnkeysamwossﬂie Op.
ﬂ‘hssalluwsa.ﬁmaﬂer keyboard to fit §
of the hine, Lig

) Lamhrd:a is o professor of histhry
d_auihor of five books. He has been

ing oith ofampuler.r since 1967.
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toﬂaetmwh.tlwkeyhmrdmm—niesml h

this machine performs as welt 3s or better
than ar equivalent PC AT when it comes to
processing speed. On the dther hand, the

- used an the pew PC AT). At B MHz,

programs such as 1-2-3, Wordstar, Muiti-
mate|andal]|sr$zzpﬁlmgatmry

dll!& Slnuﬂlly]mfommg
su&wuebammaglle.andlongphare

- significantly veduced.

‘However, IheCoquha:ddﬁkanly

rating,- thay . an )L‘I"s 10—mepl:me ]
disk, uspally roted at abowt 85 milliseconds.
AT-compatible hard disks are significantly

_ faster than this, on the order of 30

i the
nﬁp’ndemPamNa.Wemsmdﬂlme .

interpretod and compiled Basic to write

* Bnes to a disk, In addition, .we used a

P " . .
that the Portable li's processing speed is

Compay computers compatible with the PC
famdly in the past. Cnmpq‘shst of tested
software and bardware i

Aothing wrong ‘with- this
dizk, whdlmldllerudmannetynfuﬂl-
ermachmes. This may aCompaq

hard disk drive, typically 20 megabytes er
more with an acoess time in the range of 50
milliseconds. The Portable I kas two of
thesa -— the processor- and AT add-ca
meomum' — bt 0ot the fast diskc
drive. Since the Poctable [T seems designed
10 stradkdle both workds, we will rate it both
ways.'l‘hml:ﬂnuiormenu‘fwmqe

Rated in the world of AT compatibbes,
the Portable Il is faster than the original 6-
MHz AT :nd comparable to its AT-

in performance.
DDCUHENTA‘I‘ION Compaq docu-

ptueutltm and clarity. T'lm machine
comes with two mam mangals in addition té
an Ogerations Guide. The MS-DOS maa.
uallsemellmt mhamudmde.t dear

typeface.
hlwwmtheﬂawc Version 3 mamm)

_derllmslrawstltesame(amful:pproadr.

Thés manual also iclodes information on
compatibility of this Basic with other
Basics, The ' Operstions Guide inchad
ﬁsmtu!‘ technical information about instal-
latien of optiom boards, speed of processor,
and other important data for the average
user. :

Technical detalls can be had from the

owner an -
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the Compaq Portable 286, which with a
high-specd, 20-megabyte bard disk costs
aimost $7,000 and weighs 5 pounds 3

The other campetitor for a portable AT-

. style machine is the Coroan ATP, also with

2 high-speed, 20-megabyte hard disk (“The
Corona ATP Is Faster Than the IBM PC
AT, but It Has Flaws,” Jammry 27, 1986),
and it weigha aimost 40 pounda more. In re-
spoase to the recent price cut by IBM,
Corona cit its prices 30 percent, going
from $800 more expensive than.the

Compaq Portable 1110 $900 less ive, .

“This dramatically changes the value picture
for both machines. T

We expect a volatile priting situdtion for
the rext few months as other vendors,
including pechaps Compay, seek a pricing

‘Puruhie_llmmwdlasibu ]
those Jooking for a |

Compurter Dealers!

Seil the weekly the leaders follow. |
Add InfoWorld to your magazine display. amd let yous serious cuslg
know they're with a leader. Since 980, InfoWorld has been bringin
the first word to misro influentials every week, To start sclling InfoV
call 14900-227-8365, [n California. call $80-344-4636. Ask for
Mike McShanc. ' -
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