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complexity, we think it unlik

covers “physical

software disks = or f
ﬁshton-‘[‘ateshabihtylshm
ing the defective mal

. There .18 a limited uFmey-hnck
gua.ran{ee. ‘Sigmﬁcantermmthesoft
ware that make it wusable” are covered,
At Ashton-Tate’s option, rtnnyauﬂmmaa
refmddmmgtheﬁrslmdaysyoumthe
package. Frankly, for 2 pr of this
that such
an exrar could be found during that short a
period; however, the fact that the firm hag
broken with the industry idon of
complete disavowal of the t makes
thlswamntyhettert]mmost

Tneprosrm-smpr-protméd-

We called Ashton-Tate'’s (op line for
some belp on a few of the difficulties we en-
countered. 'We were greeted with a
recorded message informing us| that sup-
port lines are open from 6 am.|to 4 p.m.

.:. Pacific time and that the busiest| hours are
;' from 10 am. to 1 pum. Pacific|time, We

-.wereﬂienputmbold Periodi .

'medwmutesandthmgnveuph\the.

past, we have found ﬁshtqu-Tate

ware support to be 'helpful on| those
oceasions when we've been able fo get
someone on the tine. Qur advice is o calt
early in the moeing.

Ashtan-Tate goes to a Jot of trouble to
support the prodict through docusnen
tion, electronic bulletin boards, I
tions, and a knawledgeabie staff t also

of its size. We rate support satisfactory.
higher score is not warmanted for two
reasons: the limitations of an averioaded
subport Gne and Ashtoo-Tate’s corkinued
insistence on copy protection.

VALUE: Dbase IH Plus continues the
great tradition of pricey List
price for the single-user vérsion is 5695,
The multiuser version requires the pur-
chase of additional three-gpation, LAN
Packs, at $995 each, which support three

t

Plic S

n .. additicnal users and which inclisds three full

sets of documentation. Surveys indicate
that the average network will have five
workstations, bringing the' total cost to

$2,686, or $537 per workstation at list."
have lower costs per

Larger networks .
user. Ashton-Tate: insista that it will
provide no site licensing, though dealers
may give discounts to favored customers,
and’ Ashton-Tate will offer training and
suppart to corparate customers through

the dealers. Given afl this, we cannot justify

a very good score in value.

On the other hand, it is-very powerful
software, The most amazing thing -about
this program is that it runs in only 256K of
memory, which is becoming 3 remarkable
feat in this day of gargantuan pmgrann. In
the end, we feel the power and price are
roughly balanced, leading us to give arating
of satisfactory m value. .

Despite shortcomings in W{JY protec-
tion and the-method used to implément
LAN schemes, there is a lot toi:keabwt
Dbase III Plus.
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? disk drive and about 512K of

product less than salsfactory (See
“Wordstar 2000: Imgrayements,

tion. Recently, the
Release 2, with a nuimber

‘in speed of operation dnd

{eatures designed to Iteep this{ packagg
competitive with other powerful t¢p-of-the-
line products, such as Word Perfi t 4.1 by
Satellite Software International,
Advantage 3.6 by Ashtlih—']‘ate‘
playwrite 3 by [BM. .

The word processing bameg
comes mare confused 25 high-po
peoducts for the IBM PC family
By now, every major word
product does a fine job 'of the

| entering, editing, and printing

competition has inoved toward
{eatures. .
First came the list processing functions

| far preparing form letters,:then the spelling

checkers and spelling corecters. [n sea.rch
of product differentiatian, publisiers have
offered us windows, multiple |columns,
aiternative character sets, direct import of
spreadsheets, sorting and acithmétic, cone
plex conditional document amnhly_, built:
in filing systems, ready made maiting Lish
combinations, and sophisticated document
conversicn to transfer dooumentd between
different word processing systeras. Word-
star 2000 has all these and more.

The trade-off for this feature pmllfera-
tion 16 in. hardware requirements. Like its
major ‘competitors, Wordstar 2000 can't
function efféctively with less than a fully
foaded 1BM PC or compatible with 2 hard
mory. It
will run on a 256K system with two floppy
disk drives, but performance is sd slow and
inconverient  that we cannat |seriously
recommend such a corfiguration.

This review considers the product on an
IBM PC with 640K of memory, pne 360K
Tloppy, and a 20-megabyte fixed jdisk. You
can expect batier perfarmance o an IBM
PC AT compatible with a' fast hard disk
drive, We iound that, in the cpatext of
feature-laden but hardwa‘rc hun, word
processing titans, Wordstar 200(, Release
2 represenis a competitive, siatehl‘—lhe—aﬂ
word processing system.

FEATURES: Wordstar: 20095 list of
features goes on and Basitally, the
product consists of a con ward racessor
and several add-on modules. The gore word
processor handies all Ihe Activitigs related:
lo entering, revising, formatigng, an
printmg text, inchuding fortn-letief capabili-:
ty. This module is very I, with a'
multitede of oplidns (o ng the

Jobn V. Lombards is a prafessor bf history
and the author of five hoqﬁ: Helhas deen
working with compl’.f.rrs .1'11'!:1' 1967,

InfoWorld »Taril? ises 45
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screen automatically. -1t shows text sub-
'sumnﬂ}zsnwmappﬂrwhenprmed
and a wide range of comuftands allows
comiplete controt over the placemment of
. tmontheprmmdpage.'l'heresmundu

feature 10 vestore erTonecusty delated text; .

. - g fimited sort capabality: good math-func-

. taas; a complete set of bléck commands to
r:me,oop} or delete sections of text; and
cmmp%ementdp;men!nnce-

throtigh, itabics, and the like. ~

The new rtefeass adds (a document
Histary screen to go with each document
created. ‘This i5 a feature derived from
dedicated office word processing machines
and is charectesistic of campeting word
processing systems such as Multimate,
Officawriter, and Displaywrite. 4 docu-
ment history lists the name of the operator;
information about the document’s contents
and authar; 2 histmy of revigiens, distoibu-
Lon. and-keywords; and 3 keygirake count
for the deormment. Documents c3n be
reviewed by checking the history rather
than examining the donuments themsetves.
However, there i 1o master index or.
directory that sgmmazrizes elements from
the document hister: for several’ ﬁres at
once.

Most ‘ugh—cnd word processing systems
o> metude Lhe capebifity 1o print multiple
colurms on 3 page. ke a nowspaper, and
Release 2 of Wordstae 2004 has added this
feature. (The colummn-block capabilitien of
the eatlier version could be wed to create
multiple columns, st in a different and fess
canverient fashion.) Wordstas’s column
functim handies up (o three columring per

page. 2though it doesn’t show them Al -

together on the page. astead. you type the
firzt oofumm and Wordstar ingerts a page
break: then 7o type the second colwmn,
winch is fnllgwed by 2 page break and the
therd, codumn, When printed. the colwuss
come ot wide by ade on the page. Redease
7 2bsn perrmits fogtrot e tn be pliced at the

battem of the page & cuGorted 3¢ the end

e 1 he docume.

Anothet charactmnic o legh-poaer
pengrams of thas kind s thelr capabiay (o
Ssert material from alher pogriar peor
grave indo et prepared by e wovd
proccasor. Release 2 das the caparity 1n
mswﬂ mulmah imm bﬂm 1.2-3 S}‘m—

'-]ase?.hasanew_pxmtmgm'

- and a wide rangz of dptions for the fimal out-

‘italic print; where the printer permits, dnd -

.now lels usars send ipecial printing codes
‘1o the prifiter from within a ¢
- Improved commnands to hanidle.
 indents, paragraph indents, zid some other
- minor enharcesients complete the changes

hanging
for Wordstar 2000, Release Z. -

Inaddmmwthem:ewordprmmng
Wordstar 2000 also has » Plus

program,
. package that mciudes three add-on pro-

grams: Tetmerge, Mail-List, and Starindex.
These utilities have some minor enbance-
ments over the previous release, where the
Plus features -wers called Advanced Fea-
tures, Telmerge is° 2 communications
program that allows the user to access 2
range of communicalions services easily
and to transfer information from the
service into a Wordstar 2000 document.
Mait-List is an d- mail list

‘ Easa of Leaming:
Easa of Use
Ermor Handing

Valve

| o|d|a}a|g|o|n}unscestase

program org J around a
fixed form for entering name and address
information. If the fixed template serves
the needs of your organization, it's a fine
system; otherwise, Maiimerge. Wordstar's
built-in fgrm letter system, can be used to
design custom lists.

Starindex prepares tables of contents,
outlines. and indexes for decuments creat-
ed in Wordstar 2000, The program has the
usual features, including multilevel forms

put of Lhe index or table of contents.
Finally. the documentatios lor the

Wordstar 2000 package is mmpeoved:

especially the Plus documentation.

PERFORMANCE: Wordstar 2000

has a somewhat deserved recpolation for |-

suggish response. Formatting everythuing
m the screen. justifying as the text is
entered. inserling hyphens shenever need-
ed. and keeping track of the many oplions
can show down response time. But we found
the slawness neither uniform nar always
irritating.

When adding leat to.the ersd of a Nle.
Wardstar 2000 has ae difficulty keeping up

wih a {ast typist. Tn improve response, Il"e:
pengram gives prhonty tn handing what s
happening on the rurser fine. leaving 1hc
updating of the regt of the screen untib .
Later, Thus it is possibie tn be ahead of the !
aeerall sreenty 2 fow hincs, Il et ahead |
f the cursor nn the line where yoms are typ- |

mz When yras stop for 3 mament, the o

ahnle scteen iz upated, the hyphenz xe | '

il in. the ea-creen matdicatsn takes |
place. apd r;':zr'jlhing fookz az @ well en s
AR,

Haawwrs, when dealing with a g fie
ne macrling inforthation inte the meidic of 3
fite, 1t i prrosible 10 4¥pe ahead of the cursre
by mat a litthe T -givintg 2 slight feelig of
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. . wolves hng—d:slanc.e moves |

20 from fop to battom the f
time' wé moved, then six seconds to retc
-tdthewp.andﬁnaﬂy ammuteandahau
-gomshehoﬂmnagm .
i By comparisan, Wordstar 3.3, apow-
’ _ful product with fewer features, took
- econds to-go from top to bottom and
sconds to retun 16 the top of the
- document. Word . Perfect 4.1. took [
.'secundstogutotheendofa i

return to the:top, :mdSTsecondsto
agammthewdnftheﬁle. Hyuw'wurk’.n
within . igug

Wu

Allustlffr_nisaha_ﬂyinwvnﬂ,m- -
that is not.only ussr nerdly, afficient and | .
rmasonably’ priced but Aiso has 8 hefpful

SUPPOL tows Evakablo.

Mumc(:m'mmdvmuw

Cwmamorﬂwcmnd
Azcounts and Posting Tabk

mmmn:nnsmnwnqam *

-Flﬁy'kmcﬂmﬂmThmTe'ﬂ
Compay proréded
Mmmmsmﬂemmm i
!_rmmimu-dng :
» Easy on-scraen sGitng '

-Mmmﬂhp\nlcrm

Mbmﬂhﬂmdﬁm .
Softwarn Systems, San Diago, saye sooul

* Ihe STARBRIOGE ACCOUNTANT

pﬂ:k_aqe: . .

“For my money the

Acoouniant package i the atwmative 1o

the high-pricad saftwars curtantly

Symem Requiremenis

= An IBM PG or 18M-Compatan

* A S bopeBiya Hard Disk
-m-mopqmdmwmm
200r Later) .

= 129K of AAM memory *

= & Privier {132 cohurnan)

i » A Morochrome fhon Lok ve (s
. Mo et 80-Toh;mn Denictay

'rnewtlal slower tha.u

arious programs and ;-

The

hendle any combinatibn and, indeed, rec-
ommends -that yau go from Wardstar to

.DCA and thea to Wordstar 2600 to be sure

of consistent conversion results.
Since ‘exact conversian is often difficult,

._themanualpmvsdesehboﬂt:andmﬂ:l

tables of the likely canversion results and
how -the’ routing will :handle each of the

- Wordstar ‘or . antur 2000 commands
_'whel; converting. We é:unverled'aiﬁ-page

“usable by Wordstar. ;
s supported are Word- ;
. ind [BM's Docurient -

Content Architecture * (DCA).-
. Wardsl.ar 2000 conversion -routine will

This |atos1 2.0"c” mion 19 nonrcopy
prolected, fasler and mora afficlent.

Startridge DOB Bpecial Features
Include:

. *» Backup and Rescre

* A custon meny sysiem capabla of
halding up to 25 Kifarent programs

* Providea salectiva cogy, faname and
delata on up 10 1024 files per
directory

» Provices pnlina graphic kayboard
tralning, PC fundsmental, an pniine
DS reference manusl and an enlfina
Startxidge haip program

* Menu driven commards with

intaractiva heip
+ Opion (0 ESCAPE from any DCS
command 8g. Format .
Adl 1hig acids 1D k2 B Bolytion wharo the
usar nevec has ta aea e “A  prosnpt
againi STARBRIDGE DOS tpiowt cars of
cearything mnd raiais lor $49.95 °

System Peguirntmecis

+ An tBM PG or 1BM compatible PC—
DOS 2.0 or helar

For hurilae rformaiion megaetding
Biarbridge T . mrf Car
producty plea

{800) m-.wn

California only

{m} 874-0861
National

K O7 . YIRA, MplawCompd prasd
St e Erprwn vy mr—cat
" AL RO B shapiEry ety

C8 prvadams bhf 1y akay bt

Apeil 7. 1995 InfoWortd

the D:splaywmer it allows pmgrams to’

tranifer text Hles to other systems; while .

retaining" most-of the word ‘processing
special effects such as footnotes, bolkdfac-

mg.ma.rmmdmtumg{mﬁlﬁm :

alsobetransfmadhynem!u_h:ger
\t

PrOCesSOrs
‘Another feature incl
&nd word processing pa

windowing, “and - Wordstar 2006 i no 1as

exception. Jt will handle three .

 ladding a {u{m tq:

operated independently | ‘of "ome a:lother

looking at different portions of the same "
document “or -looking at different docu=

ments. It is. easy -to cit and “paste

. information amoag the active windows.’

Wordstar 2000 includes Mailmerge as

‘an integral part of the system for the

purpose of preparing form letters. This
version of Mailmerge i very compréehen-
sive and powerful, with conditional selac-

tion of data;’ as a result, complicated

documents can be prepared. [n addition,
Wordstar 2000 has a useful macro facility
that lets the user define an entire phrase ar
lengthy command sequence inlo a key-
stroke ot two, A t)rpewme mode is also
included to let you type dlrecﬂy to 2

" printer.,

Release 2 of Wordstar 2000 can a!so
extract a range of cells from a Lotus’ 1-2-3,
Version 1A worksheet and insert it directly
into 1ext, 2 very useful feature that vmrked
in aur tests just as advertised.

The” Plus addon programs are less

"impressive. Many comrmunications pro-

grams do as well as or beter than

-Telmerge, although the capability to move

from Wordstar to Teimerge and back is an
advantage. Tclmerge does have an excel-
lent | with an out discussion
of ¢ ications [t

Starindex is not our {avorite program.
s commands and operating style 3rc
relatively clumsy. In this implementation,
to put 3 word into the index you have fo
type Lhe word scparalcly; it cannot simply
be marked ™ the text. as an eatlicy sersion

ral

of the program alloewed. Further, Stanindex

“mind ing: A usér who has at
least ‘§12K can loed the enbire main

pmgnmmtomemory.spmﬁnsuppeﬂor .
mmebyreduungtheneedlomﬂw
d:rweand&eemgunedn\'emmnumuna
of the Phis modules.
W'lhthempwmﬂemsmspaedmthﬁ

" release, we raise our rating of Wondstar
.2000 to very good-in performance Its

lengthy list of performance features altows
the program to do almost everything one
l::mr.lunko{anddmtaﬂwcll.ltsapamrfd :
program, e\renﬂlusnuspetddemon T

DOCUMENTATION: Release 2 of
Wordstar 2000 comes with three big
manuals and one starter kit. The starter kit
includes 3n ontline of ‘the differences
beiween this release and the previous
version. The other manuals inclde a very
comprehensive and helplul training guide-
that goes along with the elaborale and
useful lutor lessons included on disk, a
reference manual that covers all the
commards and opticns in Wordstar 2000.
and a Plus Guide. which has three sepatale
manuals for Tclmerge, Starindex, and Mail-
List bound together. These documtents are
weli-designed. compleie, and helpful, The
Pius Guide is somewhat less suocessful
than the others because i docs not include
a comprehensive index,

. The documentation is very gued and has
even improved since the last releasa,
especially the Plus documentation,

EASE OF LEARNING: At the simpic
level of entacing toxt and producing xmple
documenls. Wordstar 2000 is relatively
casy to feam how ta use. However, the

_Four- one day seminars o help you
become a dBASE Hi expert

Chicago. Apdi 22-25 » Los Angeles, May 2730
dul 14-17 ¢ Mew York,

Aaxioan, June 2127 » Saxtua
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...wmku‘f:nzflemmn.
S} Wedadhavzmeune:pectedmunx
" with installation on our system, whchlxes

E 3 monochrome green screen

- IBM Colar anh:s Adapter, Fnllnwmg

. i -the clear instaliation instructions resulted

in a dispiay of perfectly readable text in the
program, but an illegible start-up logo and
an iJIegihle screen for the docament
couversion program. Alse, the .screen
- disply for underline and boldface were
. identical on this system.
. Th:spmhhmamde,thepackagede—
seIves 2 very rating for ease of
learning because of the clarity and thor-
nuglmessnfltsnmmchms :

EASE OF USE: For i editing

"'val:rlllcs

By Rolf Kallenbach
Review Board

When we first reviewed VP-Planner, a
1-2-3 lock-alike and multidimensional data-
hase manager from Paperback Software, it
hadafewshwmhgs.pﬁmﬂyﬁupeed,

. aﬁd’fomer tcckmmt editor.

Ralf Ka!kuback is 2 Mm Euglat:dqhmf

:_"Febnmry 10, IBBEJWe replmsedtolea.m
“ that : thasbughasbeen exterminated. in - seconds,
" -Version 1.1 and that the programopevates - the: “ea
faster.mkmgrtmureunparmthl%ﬂ

FEATURES: Versmnlladdsthe,

capability to convert files storéd in the data
interchange format (DIF). This is the only
significant feature added to either the
spreadsheet or datahese sections ort the

PERFORMANCE The new \mrmn
of VP-Planner corzects the bug discovered
in Version 1.0, in which a worksbeet with
future value calculations, vertical Jookups,
and nested “@IF”

tnamndnmmtaimgusemnds 1-2-3,

Version 1A ia still faster, clocking in at 33 ° ¢

formstas ‘locked thé-
. program into a cakulation lodp. In Version -
1.1, the same worksheet now recalculates

which takes only 1.3 sed
loading appears te have

s; and

pds.
-
 Elowed

release of VP-Planner
to load a targe workshet
37.5 seconds with Versie
it glower than 3-2-3, ¥
" takes 33.5 seconds, but
“.Release 2, which takes ¢

akes 47
et, o
o 1.0,

}lgwe\rerthem

seconds.

tasks that indotve a lot of moving around a

_ document and a Jot of cutfing and pasting,
Wordstar 2000 is slow even on 3 hard disk
system. In addition, some of the add-cu
packages are complex.

But for most word processing tasks, this
‘could be the easiest package of its kind to
use. The help screens and the logic of the
command structure aid ease of use.

. Wordstar 2000 tries ta show most print

" enhancements and other formatting chas-
acteristics on the screen; the limitations in
the capability of most displays mean that
some enhancements do not appear. Ward-
star 2000 has a command to display all
codes, which fills the screen with bracketed
print enhancement and formatting instruc-
tion codes. This is useful when dagnosing
unexpected printed output.

For 2 wide range of word pmcessmg
tasks from simple to complex, Wordstar
2000, Release 2 offers straightforward and
easy to use features. We rate ease of use as
very good.

ERROR HANDLING: Wardstar 2000
recovers quickly and relatively pamlessly
from ervors in commands and editing. The
program is quite forgiving of ertoneous
keystrokes and has a usefiil undo command
to retrieve mistaken deletions. It handles
disk drive ervors, such as an open dooy or
no disk in the drive, without difficulty. The
heavy use of backup files, a tradition for
Wordstar, mzkes it possible to recover
when a file is damaged during editing.
Wordstar's error handling deserves a very

rating. o
SUPPORT: Micropro’s product sup-
port is satisfactory. The program is not
copy-protected. chsitrcd users are mn

WHY THEY'RE ALIE.
For starters, the Farsight Spread-
sheel works like a clone copy of Lotus
version 1A, the one over a million people
already use. If you're among Lhem, you
already know Farsight: all Lhe com-
mands, lormats, alithe keyboard- and
 meny-driven macyos.
You don 't have to re-learn a I.hmg
Your existing 1-2-1 files, macros and
plates will never know Lhe dif-

ficd of product up impro
Support is prmdcd through tall lines to 2
techmeat staff that Micropro acknowledges
is overloaded, as longtime Micropro prod-
uct users an attest. The firm tries to
encourage users who nerd a lot of support
to subscribe by paying $60 for six months
or $35 for twelve months, giving the user a
toM-frec number that results in quicker
respoase. The firm also offers a scparate
lol-irec aumber for product  update
information.

VhLUE Woristar 2000, ke ita com-
petitors, i3 not sold at 3 bargain price.
Redease 2 is 2 significant inptovemenl over
the carlier redease, and comgawed Lo its
rivals, it oW oo A satisfactocy value,
offcymng comgrrable features and capabib-
ties ot an oquivakent price. Rodease 2
Tepreents 2 Mgnificanl amENYCIent over
the previan reiease,

For compbex word procosang  lasks

toang fivied-disk nucracampters. Wordsiar
.2000. Rehenor 2 m 2 goud product brcause
it nfiery a romyxcheneive lig of powceiul
fmtwey, 11 i not, howener, recrammcndesd
for floppy dek compaters, nor for (howe
who imsist op superior speed in

perfortnande.

terence, eilher—s0'yout investment in
1-2-3 data and procedures is secure.
But Lotus iisell wanis you lo surrender
yout copy of LA and spend $150 on a
iew release that requires a fot of 1e-
training, Thanks, but no thanks.

. Comgpare: lhe Farsight Spreadsheel
15 fully supported by the people who
created il. And Farsight gives yon
some amazing high- mllagc featores
ta work wilh,

1M 11 & regleperry drebevatct of Sabernct sonet Rarines)
Nachimrs Carpormtson §1-) 0 & repicered trobrmart
of Lotey Oevelopatad Coryoretnst

Harstre A Pty idy o NP com
potiinir. dmal Hcpyy o feawrd htd. FC OV 7 80t hagln

copies of Farsight, voa-copy,
moncy-back guaraniced for 3 days.
Enchrscd ia $39.35 plus $7.00 shipping 06
handiimg per copy. In Tezas, 3dd 16,11 sales fax
U.S. prices oaly.
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WHY THEY'RE DIFFERENT.
Farsighl [rees you from Lhe hassles
of copy pratection. I} costs $29.95,
which isa'l cheap: rather, at 435 Lotus
and others are almost crimindlly over-
priced. $93.95 is exactly whal high qual-
ity, leature-loaded software sfloufd cost.
Features! Farsight givés yol pop-

E_mm“ Bate down menus. And multiple mndws
Sigraere niow yau can work on tvo spréadsheets
s —— . al the same lime-and handle yout

‘disk filé management chores amd

word processing withoul leaving the |
ztm ’ Farsight Word is includl:daft no cxira
sy cost. This prolessional word processgr

. gives you proportional spacing, search

r
i W'
peying by check or draft, matbein(lS. doluys !
dmuull! back !
INTERFACE TECHMOLOGHS CORPORATION !
1106 Richanond, Meide 109, Hooton, TXTROR .
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FARSIGHT
A bright new look at Lotus.

. from interfore )hm:a
1136 Richewond, Sarie 200, Housion, X 77098

1-800-922-9049

112 Bz, voll T8 08 SU0) e 103020
‘n (arcww. il 1TV w1 St remfond of (01 765/

and replace, decimal tabs, mulliple
typestyles and {ots of other coevenience
{catures found in the most expensive
word processors.

Everything’s integeated, too: use
Farsight windaws o "pasle” spread-
sheet resulis directly into your léllers
arid reporls.

One ather thing: you gel a 30-day
moncy back guarantee. So you can’l
kese, Qrder Farsight: do it now. You'll

get everything you lovk about Lotus.
And that’s just for staffers.
ONLY $99.95
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