ik feel jie  fastlearnir. An)
rase .in -powe, nécimparismlowiier
SrsH eced in \’ersum Ca Al 10

the trpe{ed-t mode, If yai havée a

Volkswriter.” one of the firstl best, and

easiest to use of the IBM POmmpanble

each umc
The -current re\risu'.nn, Version 2.2, offers
h refi .aver Vérsion 2 to

_memory for such ¢ ‘press-
ing the hélp key will display their purposes.
S_I;_i_!t'—'!-‘_{t opens a window and displays
options far enhancemens: bokdface, ialics,
superscnpt and subscript.
We don't pamcﬂlari} like the require-
mént of pressing F3 and marhng the .
fetlers, words, or lines to be changed

warrant an -updated review. {See
“Yalkswriter Deluxe,”” April 16, 1984.)

Volkswriter Deluxe, Version 2.2 offers
. a better manual, faster operation, and
juppuﬂ. for the IBM PC AT and Topview.
Most of the pms'rams otqer features
remain vnck

before using the shift-F8 key to select the
“specific enhancement. It is not the easiest
‘way todoit, though it isn't lercibly difficuit.

The manual has been lmprmred Itis
well-presented, excellently written, and
fairly complete, although we would have

:And it is an imprevement over the method ! - liked a more elabarate index. [tis especially

_used in the earlier releases of PFS Write.
Text delelions can be restored or
undone. The fast deletion made is stored in
a block buffer. If you make an.incorrect
deletion or change vour mind about it, you
just position the cyrsor and press F6. The
last deletion is instantly inserted. A
A unique, useful fealure is the address-
ing of envelopes for the lewter you have just
campleted and printed. While in the print
menu, ‘select -E at the wn “singlef
double/enveiope (S/D/E):"
enter key The screen clears and displays
the instruction, ‘'Put a new envelope in the
- printer.” Do sc and press the enter key.
The program seeks and instzntly finds the
address lines at the start of the letter and
prints them anto the envelope.
ERROR HANDLING: The program is
" bomb-proof in that it survived intact all aur
serious atiempts to destroy it, crash it, or
lock it up. Beeps alert your attention and
esTor messages are clearly and unambigu-
oush displayed.
SUPPORT: Qur NEC Spmwriter, mod-
¢l 7710, was not hsted among the 72
choices on the printer: menu. Seven ather
NEC models were listed. none of which
produced usable printouts with the 7710,

Our all for customer support, on a Friday .

morning, gave us the answer within two
rainutes of the first try: Use selection 0
from the printer menu. It worked fine,
properly printing holdface and underlmed
rext exactly where called far" .

and mress.the

clear on ‘the procedures far adapting
various printers to get maximum' benefit
(réom the program’s great Nexihility.
This incarnation greserves the cagabili-
ty to display any IBM PC character or Lhe
_ screen and peint any availsble character on
the printer. Fhe fact that the screen
characters and the printer characters can
be defined independeritly represents an
‘advantage of Volkswriter. Maréover, Yer
sion 2.2 includes 2. much larger range of
supparted printers, among them the HFP
Laserjet. The printer files now also tnclude
the simple but much needed (eature of
software handshaking, through an XON{
XOFF feature, which infarms the user that
the printer and the computes are communi-
cating with each other. .
Volkswriter naw works at least Lwice as
fast by our benchmarks and accommodates
documents up to 1 megabyte, praviding
sufficient disk space is available for text
that is larger than the available mtemnal
memory. Version 2.2 comes with one
utility program that takes advantage of the
capability of [BM's Enhanced - Graphics
Adapter 10 produce 3 43-line display. We
tested this on an IBM PC AT with the IBM
color monitor and found the results excel-

the IBM PC AT keyboard within an
eflective range of two to abour 30
repetitions per second, producing some
_ interesting effects.

Volieswriter now works under Topview.

lent. Another utility sets the repeat rate for _

" Géveral copies of Volkswriter can be

running at the same time; with Tepview, it
is possible to cut and pasie between copies
with some care. As long as the window is
large enough, Yalkswriler works wel! in

While Volkswriler remains a leading
contender in the word processing derby,
many of the minor prohlems identified in
the previous review remain unresoived in
this version. There are still no hyphenation
facilities, a0 place markers, and minimal on-
line kelp. However, the annoying lack of
documentation for printer iostallation has
been fixed, s0 you no longer have to be a
printer expent.

This version continues the Yolkswriter
tradition of flexdbility, power, and ease of
use, and adds enhanced speed, a vanety of
1BM PC AT features, and extended printer
supporl. The price remains the same at
$295, and -the pragram is not copy-
protected. (Version 2.0 and 2.1 owners can
upgrade for $30, and owners of Versions
1.¢ and 1.2 can da so for $103.)

Lifetree Software Inc., 411 Pacific St.,

Suite 315, Manterey, CA 93940; (408).

3734718.
— John Lombardi

PFS Ptan/Adds
Eshancements

In New Version

HII' Appie Il Line

h rows and col by any other
name are still a spreadsheet, Software
Publishing Corp. has made some creative
enhancements to the old micro workharse,
Loyal PFS users will probably lave the
Appie [I PFS Plan with its occasional use of
the return key. Visicak or Multiptan users,
on the other hand, may be surprized at how
different it seems.

. We used an Apple He with an extended
80-column card and two disk drives for this
review. The program reguires 128K af
random-access memory, which allows stor-
age of up to 70 rows and 36 columns n the

InfoWarld

screen and in the maoual, all in keeping
with the corporation's philosophy of mak-
ing its programs accessible to new or casial
users. Formulas refer te row or column
heading names or groups of sirlar names
rather than individual grid locations. For-
mula boxes appear on the screen at your re-
quest to the left of the row headings
(column one) and above column headings
(row oume). By entering formmulas such as
total szles for 2 Tow, totals for all columns
are automatically placed in that row. Thus,
the chores of formula entry and replication
are greatly simpldied. Disk access is also
simple and comes rom a main menw, from
which you can design, edit, get, save, or
remave files and print, clear, or copy disks.

Plan takes advantage of the Apple’s
function keys and includes a handy tem-
plate ta make editing and cursar mevement
easier. You can access a variety of specific -
functions such as formatlting, formuba -
entry, quick entry of dates, specual cursor

and with just
twu keystrokes. You also have the ixury of
that wcally adjust i you

milce an entry that won't fit.

Although you can create your awn
formulas, Plan has several keyword formu-
las built in. These include 1olal, average,
minimum, maximem, cumulative, grow,
previous, start, NPV (net present value),
FV (future value), and payment.

PFS Plan can use data files from PFS
File, the firm's file management program.
However, you must first create a work-
sheet 1o correspond with your PFS File
data, and all data must be convertedinto an
BO-column (ormat, which may require a
little extra-planning. We moved data from
PFS File to a worksheet fairly easily. PFS
Plan ‘files can be read by PFS Write jor
further editing, bul the trip from File to.
Plan to Write is ane 'way only.

The manual is comprehensive and well-
written. [t focuses on examples from the
world of accounting in Lhe tutonals.
Procedures [or accessing other PFS prod-
ucts are also explained well. Qur only
complaint here is the lack af diversity in the
examples.

PFS Plan is 2 good value for $125,
especially if you're hooked on Lhe ather
PFS programs — they do nﬁer a high
degree of integration,

After using alf of the popular spread-
sheets, we were surprised at how different
PFS Plnn was from the others, with its

romputer's memory, We reg d two
disk drives to avoid disk swapping. This
program accesses the main disk frequently
and at ynexpected times,

Like.its IBM PC counterpart (see “PFS
Plan,” December 31, 1984}, PFS Plan tries
hard te avoid computer jargon bath on the

ions and other unusuaf
features. This product should appeal to new
spreadsheet users and oid-timers alike,
" Software Publishing Corp., 1201 Land- .

‘ings Drive, Mountain View. CA 94043;

(415) 962-8%10.
- — Doug and Demise Green

S tes of before Si der 2,
. 1985, used a four-disk rating sy.rtem We.
now wse @ five-disk system.

HEB Y abaity (Xaxero Teck

togies) ..

countant (Manzanila Software Sysiems)
~ A well-designed, complete double-entry
baokkeeping system for the Apple 11, this
program is as close to a 10" as we've
found among accounting packages. Tt is
easy to install, even though it requires a
hard disk, and easy to use, with a complete
menu strucyure. [t handles errors well and
the doc jon is top-notch. (8/12/85)

— Ahility s a camplete, welk-integrated
program wrlh A commmon command struc-
- tire th easy of infor-
mation from.one module to another, and an-
_excellent tutcrial znd cp-line help. Its few
wezknesses are siow screen updating,

""" Jimited printer support, and tol calls to
" Canada for sugport. (5/13/85)

S B Accountant (Decision Support
‘Softwnre) ~— Appropriate even for ac-
*'counting novices, The Accountant can be
used for keeping track of bome or smali-
business accounts and can transfer either
current or end-of-month balances for the
current year to Visicale, 1-2-3, or Multiplan
3 for further-studies. (8/12/85)

BB B B Advanced . Susiness Ac-
42} Septerber 23,1985 InfoWorld

‘I8 W 8 Bank Btreet Filer (Broderbund

expense for this series, (5/6/85}

B B H Click On Worksheet (7/Maker
Graphics) — A spreadsheet wilh graphics
packaged as a desk accessory, Click On
Worksheet is.a good product at a reason-
able price. It serves its role with aplomb
and has been written well encugh to keep
the novice out of trouble. (729/85)

-] : K {Touckstone Safi-

Software) — A nicely done, low-end file
manager for bome or schoel use. [t will
satisfy some small-business needs. but if it
had- an iotegral mailing label printing
routime, which is availlable now as a

- sepatate, $70 package, it would be even
mare useful. Far ease, the program is hard
to beat. (8/19/85}

Bl B Business Mansgement Series
(IBM) — The Genetal Ledger Edition is
massive in its capabilities and rcqmremenls
but iargeted at small and di

ware) — A Jow-speed, software-nly
network scheme, The. Conneclables per-
mits JBM PCs and compatibles, Mac-
intoshes, Unix-based machines, and DEC
YAX superminicomputers to be intercon-
nected either directly or by modem.
Although the magimum speed is rather
slow, no special hardware is needed,
making this an interesting — though
probably temporary — salulion for (hose
needing a network system now. (7/15/85)

HHc slone (Inforom) — A rela-

businesses that probably carnnot afford the
price of software, ha re, axi the
necessary training for the séries. Unfortu-
nately, support is an additional, substantial

tional database program with the unusual
capahility 1o allow multiple entries in ane
field. Despite some easy-lo-use fcatures, its
confusing menu s(ructure detracts from its

simplicity of operation, and it is RBawed by
slowness and lack al a macro or program-
ming capability. It is a poteptially good
peoduct, though. (5/6/85)

B B Crunch (Paladin Software) — This
powerful and well-designed spreadsheet
with graphics and database capabities
makes excellent use. of the Macintosh's
inlerface and even perfarms its own audits.
# lacks 2 macre -facility, is difficult to °
Ravigate abmut the worksheet, and canmot
transfer files (o or from any olher
appbcation in its currerit version. (B/S/85)

B B Desksot Plus (Brilsoft) — Deskset
Plus is a series of RAM-resident programs -
that gives you inslant access to a number of
desk accessories such as calculators and
telephone dialers. Performance varies
among the available modules, but the
strengths of 1he series can outweigh (he
limilations, {7/1/85)

B B H B Desqview (Quaﬂfr\d'trk -
fice Systems) — Desqvicw i an inexpen-
sive M5-DOS windowing program that leis
¥OU run up 1o l:lian programs al once. It is




