The dncu nlation cnnmus alist ofvaﬂous ip
. errnr mepsages fhat 2ppéar during notmial )

.['| operationt but & needs etaboration, -. - -
't Atfws) glance, the documenation seems

good. 1t i3 clear and simple Lo read; a short
-book in-ldrge 1ype. Its inadequacies scream
at you, hgwever, after you starl 1o use lhe
program. [Vezy litile help is available when a
question 3rises nn how toda something. You
are Torcéff 1o experiment on your-own. A

| quick-refdrence guide would also be useful.

dvailable from Pa-||

- perback Sof!ware
for $5.

Nothing makes
¥ te operate or Lo
as'the original Visicalc,
and -the ‘addéd. on-line help facility is
medmcr ."You ¢an’gel help only when the
“worksheet is in the ready state.#f you are in
" the -middl of 2 ddficul coromand and need
_help, youi must quit the command, ask forl

" help,and. hopeyou get an answer.
.- Youdon't have to install the system. The |
- documentation cearly tells you what you
must know before starting and what you
must -do to install DOS on the program|
‘diskette. We .doi't ‘know whether. the|
program works on all prinlers or with any:

- unusual hacdware configurations: you have|

_Puperbutk I)lsuppol ts

EXECUTIVE WRITER COULD BE G0O0D W{TH SOME WORK
PAPERBACK WRITER IS NOT WORTH BUYING AT ANY PRICE

aY JOHN I_.'OMBA_HD_!
Review Buam‘ !

very kind of general software seems lo!
Babe a candidate for Adam Osborne’s!
Papertack Software approach of majcing;
packages as inexpensive as possible — and i
word processing & no exception. In this,
case, Paperhack has delivered two word -
Jokn Lombardi isa professor of history and
author of frve books. He kas been working
with compueters since 1967.

Paperback Soltware sells telephone sup-
port. Thé phones 2re staffed between 10
a.m. and| 7 ‘p.m. (Pacific time) Monday
through ¥riday. This service costs $5 for
the first |five minutes and $1 for each
addilional|minute, payable by either Visa or
Mastercatd. You also pay for the call. The
staff menibers are pleasant. but it is hit or
miss as fto whether your calls wil be
returned if they are busy.

ave no choice but to give Number

anges, including those that are
the public domain) and those that

the supposedly allowable 42

. The caonstant disk access can

it down. You should investigate
slternatives to Number Works and

leave this Paperback on the shelf, ]

processing packages, Executive Wnter and
Paperback Writer; the latter being a subsel
of the former. Neither is going to amaze
you, thou fur short documents Executive
Writer merits consideration: with some
wark. it gould do well with longer dacu-
ments. Buf Paperback Writer should never
have been committed (o disk.

Executjve Writer is & middle-range
program. [t has some interesting featurcs
and a few lia: . Packaged as a single,
copy-protected disk inside a slim paperback
manual, the' program provides a good full-

* screen editor and'a ‘print 'fdrn_m i 1 -p'r.l)-.'

gram- with some special capsbilities. The |-

program has instrictions for inslaltation on
2 hard disk, but the copy-protection scheme
.and ‘the  inability (o - di |
subdirectories make hard
‘clumsy,

chores of edmng and inrrnat_

screen but reserves more o

ting for the print program

footnates, headers and fub i dexing,
and ¢an cven mseri a graphm sceeen image -
inlo the text (if you hiave a graphics printer
and an IBM graphics board). The program
can make use of a reasonably long list of
printers. We tested the program with the
Drablo 630 3rd Epson FX-100.

Text entry and modification occur qupclc-
ly and easily within the editing portion of Lhe
program. Find and replace and other
common editing lasks work as expected. It
is easy to switch between insert and
typeover modes, although in the insert
mode the program will not automatically
form lines into the proper length. Instead, -
you h.ave to use a-function key to make

Execulive Writer has potential but it needs
work. 1t has 2 Pexibie printing programn-and
¢dn handie smaller documents well enough to
meit a better rating. It is slow:on the iarger
documents it pesmiits, and we found efrors
that are unexplained in the documentation,

PRODUCT DETAILS .

List price, $89.85. Version tested (1.0}
avaiable for the 1BM PC, PC'XT. PCir, PC AT,
and compatibles running PC- or MS-DOS (2.0) -
or laler. Requires 128K RAM (256K for PCj;
one disk drive: printer. Second disk drive
recommended. Published by Paperback
Software, 2612 Eighth S1., Berkelay, cA
94710; {415} 644.8249.
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Executive Witer has potential but it neerds
wark. Ithas 3 flexible printing pragram and
can handle smaler documents weti encugh to
meit & better rating. It is slow on the larger
documents it permits, and we found evrors

. that-are mexpiahed In the documentation.

e PRODUCTDEMILS

-List prica, $69.95. Versmissted[! 0
avallable for the 1BM PC. PG XT, PCr, PC AT,
. and compatikles running PC- of MS-DOS (2.0}
o [ater: Reql.dres128l< FlAM (256KforPCIr}‘

e
X Soitware. 25125911111 Bnrkslw CA
1 94?10{415; B4a-8249. |

dines are automati

ing " the - other 17 :

‘{™hines open for new -

text. fn.this mode, - 18

cally - maiched 10 - goeoenanty
their margins. On
the other hand,
many advanced ediling commands, such as -
block, move, and copy, do not have that

resull. Pressing. a function key restares

normal typecver mode and eliminates the
open Space.
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SUMMARY

Paperback Writer is a cripplad form of
Executive Writer with all that product's
fallures but few of its teatures; especially
missed is the priming fexibifty alforded by
Executive Writer's prining program. We do
not recommand it.

FRODUCT DETAILS

List price, $39.95. Version tested {1.0)
available for the iBM PC, PC XT, PCjr, PC AT,
ang compalibles running PC- or MS-DOS 2.0
or laler. Requires 128K RAM (256K for PCjr);
one disk dnive; printer. Second disk drive

‘mecommended. Published by Paparback
. Software, 2612 Erghth St., Berkeley, CA

94710; (415) B44-8248.
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ngmm.ﬂ Exacuiive Wiiter is fine fn(rrwmy-based
doa.umnrs But slows down considerably with .Imgurcm& :

As long as the file stays’ smaller than
30.000 to 40,000 characters — aboul 15
single-spaced pages — the editor works
quickly and convenien Iy and merits a higher

. rating, than it has. raceived. Once the file

exceeds this limit, lowever, lhe program

- writes portions of the lext lo the disk,

_greatly slowing operauon. 1n a small file,
mavement from top, to Ybaitom is instanta-

- Tieous., The same action in 2 file of 75,000

characters took two minuted, twice as long
as Wordstar {3.3),-q0 speex, deman itself.
Refoimatting paragrdphs or the entire
document is rapid for files of less than 40K
anit considerably slowér. for liiger files.
” Blocks, portions'of text nd larger than 8.000
characters, can be marked and then copied,’
imaved, deleled, .ar stored anthe disk. It is

| piossible to restore a deleted block tider -

most conditions. Andther feature allows the

[ creation of macros of up to 100 characters,

accessible by typing * cnh']" an'd a numbe‘r .
ke on the top row.

Executive Writer does not tel vou where .
fou are within a document. There ate no {
pafie numbers or. page break's on Lhe screen;

“and the progrim does <ot .show tine

numbers or column fumbers, making il
difficult to work with jarge.documents. It
does provide six counters thal ‘can be-
incremiiented, decremented, or.sel to any

. number {up to 499, although the manual

does not mention this Emit). The counlers
can then be used ta hamdle automatic
chapter or section numbers as well as page
numbers and footnote numbers.

A special command aflows the entry of
footnotes that wiil be printed at the bottom
of a page with ths correct number. Unfortu-
nately, the program aliows only. 560 words
for all the laotnates, eneugh for a small
‘chapter with minisnal footnoting. Fooinotes
must be one paragraph and single-spaced.

Executive Writer's printing program has
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M its n:lleemmg Iealurcs
b and does’ m! 2llow you to recover.|it | - Papetback Sofiware offers 'telephone

Iso traues the. crior. message “Block sype |- suppnrt' service at $5 for the first minute

which is not! vxphained anywherelin | and$)-for each additional mimste] plus long-

uak The mapial also fails 1o, expli-hl\ | distance jcharges. The package comes with °

{1 quxud drive wlu.n editing large fites a | only oneropy-prolecied disk thatimust be in

* process thal can- caust. am uncxpectcd digk- | drive A'Yhen you use Lhe program. You can

hT..II.. few ¢

*f simple ‘printing ‘aperatians. I puls a page

--| EDLDATJONAL SOFTWARE |

'fu.l] error. -

Paperhm.k Wmer {ur its pan‘. menls
'I:n.ll 2-shart -mentian. It is L 2 crippled
version- of Executive Writes, ot worth
_investigating. Jt has the same editor with
I‘e\mzr ediing’ features. 11 does nol have a
t-nrognm and can perform only very

bottem of the page whether
or not.and it does all print
ts by relurning Lhe carriage and
Thus, what it calls bokiface 'is
Souble-sirike jprinting. Paperback
riter Jpsystem ace exactly
the, SAME as. Emcuuve Writer’s, except that
the'n are deleted. it has al¥ ol
the defev:ts of 1he mare advanced program

“send $5 for a backup capy af the disk when

you register the original,

Faor short documents or speclal applica-
lions Lha} require the inelsion of graphics
screens, | Execitive Wrier i potentially
usefu.- Tlhe heavity populated market for
macvocomputer word processiag: programs
has man} excellemt and inexpensive pro-
grams. I1it had been designed to handle only

+documens Lhat will fit in memoyy, Execu-

tive Wriler would rate very weil. But it
needs improved documentalion and better
large-Me{handling, amoog othey improve-
ments, befare it will meet the expectations
of those|buying for (he larget capacity.
Paperback Writer is not competitive ai any
price. B m]

merhack
i mh@mgsuﬂe. but the main
documentatioh for the program suffers (rom
mm_defm I ‘an effost to present an

dezstandable in the tutodal part of the
. stlsnot dequate for the ref e

section. - i
Themanmllsv:gneabmlﬁlesue It

_do&smdihrg:ﬁinands]mmwammg
aboist the amount of dksk space required to
. handle luge: fles. Although the mamual
-warns the user to check for adequate disk

'_m'sj)aoéﬂouldberuerwdfur'lhe
overflow fille used in editing a large
docmnent, The belp screens are quite good.
However, in -some cases the information
'mmmemwchasmmmum
block siz#, is nat in the manaal, ieaving the

'saysnmhmxataltabmtwhntthepmgﬂm-

_space, there is ng mudication of bow much

! Rabbits Instead of 'l'urlles

EXPERLOGO GIVES THE MAC A TRADITIDNAL o

EDUCATIONAL TOOL THAT IS POWERFU

| AS WELL

BY STEPHEN SATCHEi.L .
Feview Board .

vet heard of turﬂe graphics? How about

Loga? [f-you have. you
probably heard about them from a kid who
was learning about computers with the Logo
programming - language, one of the best
ways we know of to get acquainted with the
technical underpinnings of computer sys-
tems. The most popular and wid

move in p specific way. either drawing or

not draying as it goes. Additionally,
Experlogg provides access ta the Macintesh
tooibox, 4 function normally accessible only
to softwate developers.

Experjelligence has extended the Logo

ianguage [beyand the educational applica-
tions in Ggther ways. Il includes full-string,
list, and prray pracessing capabilities; the
latter are| com‘epts bomwed from LISP, a

versions of Lago use the calor and g-raphacs
<apabilities of the Apple.[] computers.

‘The Macintosh may not have color, but'it
certzinly has graphics, aed now it has Logo
100, in the form of Experlogo. Experlogo is
an exparded version of the Logo program-
ming fanguage that utilizes both windows
and the Macmiosh toolbox to produce a
powerfwl ard educatianal tool.

- Experloga affers 2-D, 3-D, and spherical
graphics (two dimensions on the surface of a

PrOgT igned far artifi-
aal mlelh,gence pmg:ra.mm:ng You can
employ thany of the same operators to

ipulate sirings, lists, 4nd arrays, reduc-
ing the rumber of functions you have to
remembdr. Experlogo also provides
“stream inputfoulput,” comparable to that
available with languages such as Pascalor C,
which are commanly used for professional
program development. Moreover, the pro-
gram permits files to-be shared with other
Macintosh applications.

‘uset “tonfused - about where to look for. | sphere). For each type of graph there is a Its many features make this more than a -]?:5

';'dmed “mfoenation. Some ervor by ieon (which Expertogo vses instead of | “toy™ for] learning programming. You ger

have 1o explanation either on the screen or | the customary turtle) that can be directed to | bath the power of 2 language like Pascal M

“in. the mamial, such: as the message . {developed by Niklaus Wirth to teach ar‘é’r
'Neg'am buffer” we received while lrying | Stapkan Satchell has been invofved in | progr to undergraduate callege stu- !
to vefoceat a file. - . compuling for 12 years as a professional derlls but{ now widely used professionally) K

- Tbewugramnmnmlmdirausihallfyw
‘h_zveafui]dlsk.yonwyhsemﬁes.ﬂm

tems designer and product program-
mey. He is curvently a senior staff engineer

ynumnst quitthepmgramtochcck disk’

Jor a major manufacturey.

and a language that is simpler to use than
Basic. another traditional learning language.
Experlpgo is unusual in that you never

{




