VIS\ Bridge/SORT, utility for sorting VisiCalc

By Jokm V. Lombardi

Any time you mess with a classic;
you have to be careful. VisiCalc, by
consénsus and sales, is one of the mi-
crocomputer indusiry's classic soft-
Ware SUICCess stones.
tronic spreadsheet on a variety of mi-
crocompatess from Appies to [BMs,
VisiCalc is simpie to use, relatively
powerful and instantly intelligible,
hence its great success in convincing
consumers that microcomputers are
usefultools.

The original and its revisions have
some missing featlres that users seem
to need, however. The program does
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System Requirements

® (BM Personal Computer
& PCIDOS

@ 64K RAM

® One disk drive

® VisiCalc

Price: $89 {

Sotutions, Inc.!

Box 989 '
Montpelier, VT 05602
1802} 229-0368

not let yous define columns of different
widths on the same spreadsheet or al-
low you to sort columnas ar rows once
they are entered into the worksheer.

VIS\ Bridge/SCRT, a utility pro-

gram for VisiCaic, attempts to solve the
sorting problem.
FEATURES: VIS \ Bridge/SORT al-
low you to sort the rowa or columns of
a VisiCalc work sheet in ascending or
descending order, alphabetically or
numerically, using one to five sort cok
umns or rows. You can sort any por
tion of the worksheet simply by defin-
ing the rectangle you're interested
mn.

That's it. Whal could be more
straightforward?

PERFORMANCE: VIS\ Bridge/
SORT does exactly what it promises. It
soris the spreadsheel by rows or cok
umns, in ascending or descending o
der, with one to five sort fields,
alphabetically or numerically. There
are some peculiarities that need to be
emphasized, however.

First, the program sorts any column
orrow that has a nonnumeric entry as
ifit were alphabetic. Thus, ifyou set up
spreadsheets with anything separal-
ing the rows, such as a line of dashes,
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VIS \ Bridge/SORT takes ali of your
lines of dashes and puts them at the
beginning or end of the spreadsheet
and then sorts the numbers in an al-
phanumeric sequence. . The manual
alerts you to this characteristic of de-
termining alpha or numeric sorts.
The second peculiarity is not so

" clearly expiained. If the spreadsheet
- has formulas that refer to cells within

the reclangle being sorted, the sort
can scramble these references so that
the formulas no longer produce cor
rect results. The classic case is the
@SUMIAL...A10) command. This
should add up the values from A1 to
Alo.

Unfortunately, when
SORT is through the rectangle
that has A1..A10, the sbmmation no
longer works unless the sort did not
change the position of the first and last
elements in coluran A

‘This happens becausg VIS \ Bridge/
SORT uses the VisiCalf Move com-
mand to rearrange alil the rows ar
calumns into the col t, sorted or
der, and the Move cdmmand also
messes up the summation and other

VIS \ Bridge/

ending reference of the range is

moved. ' ’
Is there a salution? Of course. You

make sure the surnmatipns and other

range commands do noi reference
anything within the sort reclangle.
Speed is nol a major prablem with
this program, although large spread-
sheels can take quile a while to sort.
EASE OF USE: VIS \ Bridge/SORT
works in & relatively easy way. but the
sleps required to make it function are
many and not entirely transparen).
First you construct your apread-
sheet. You then insert a new row or
column (depending on whether you
want 0 sort rows or columns) that has

. special characters identifying the

Tows or columns to be used as sort
fields and whether they are to be
See VIS \ B/S, page 37
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Dpponunity tore-
~ spond to the reviéw of our VIS\ Bm:lge/

available for the Ap-
, the Apple 111 and the

d I'm glad that he
ial helpful.

points out, correctly,
that VIS\Bri SORT would he easier
1D operate if VistCalc came on ant un-
protected disk gnd the two pragrams

could simply be merged. Actually, this
is not impartant except on a one-drive
system. On 2 two-drive system, ail disk
swapping can be avoided and the pro-
gram is very easy o operate.

Your reviewer also complained

Response

about the price of the product. He
does nat point out that this price in-
cludes 30 days of free telephone sup-

port from the devetopers whether the -

product is bought through a store or
directly. We design our producis for

people m whom pmfessmnal quahly i
and strahg support are mere impor-
tant than ro¢k-bottom prices.

We designed VIS\Bridge/SORT for
those who use VisiCalc and need the :
ability to sort rows and columns. Visi- '
Cale simply does nat sort at all with- !
outan enhancement like ours. Moving
the rows of columns of a spreadsheet
by hand is an extremelylaborious pro-
cess.

For many busy professionals. the
price of not having VIS\Bridge/SORT is
higher than the price of having il.

Tom Evslin, Presideni
Soluiions, Inc. :
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If you thought youf'd seen the best in computec The NEW Exploring Tables andGmphs software
animation ever fof the Apple® Personal for8- 10 11 year-olds gives youngsters extraprac-
when the highly-geclaimed Stick software  ticein important basic skills with colorful tnterac-
hit the market las{ Janvary... You fseenany- tive games and real-life applications kids.adore!
thing yet! Valuable EXTRAS come with every program!
gamses and fun educational  {nside each software package. you'll discover
software for the familyt exciting EXTRAS. including a colorful vinyl binder
YouTl get the same bright bubble-gum colors. full-  to3tore your disk. Plus. you'll also get other
screen pictures and cartoorrlike antmation that  bonuses. like 2 32-page gfurd(m book. poster.
lt];:ehoheq)ed Stlckybear softwareamong  game or stickers - il for one low price per program.

Loak for this new software in finer computer
stores everywhere. Oz, call toil-free 200-852-5000.
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- confinued from preceding page
sorted in ascending or descending or-
der. Then you create a DIF (data inter-

- change format: file, using VisiCalc.

Now you gall VIS\ Bridge/SORT.
You run & selup program that asks
some questions about the name of the
DIF file and the location of the sort in-
dicators [row or columnl. The
VIS \ Bridge/SORT does the sort and
creates a special Move file,

Once that is done, you reload Visi-
Calc, reload your dala, load in the
Move file and wait while VisiCaic does
alt 1he ‘moves’. necéssary- to gel your
spreadsheel in the proper order. If
vour data was way oul. of order vn a
large sheet, the muves can take a
while. .

After this. you then delete the spe-
cial ruw or enlumn crealed o include
the: surt indicators, and vou have your
onginal spreadsheel sored

Tired? 1 was. You need 1o have a rea-

sonably nrganized memoen or a pencit -

and paper 1o remember whal vou did
whepe, and if vou should gel called w
the phone in the middie of 1his pro.
vess, vour might el which phase
was i what stage. O course, 3TN a
ey are beller organizaad than 1 am
arul should hasve no teanhle ssab all
1his.

IEis also fair 10 say that sosae al the
clumsiness of VIS Dridge SORT is
the vanseguimre ol Visicale s protec-
ted fomuat that vequires vou 1o 1vload
VisiCale froim e onginal disk. siilk. -
VIS Hridge - SORT van ¢ be given a
very highrating e case vl use
ERROR HANDLING:  fhe st prey-
alentrerorvou canamahke with this pro-
gram is misspeetving the location of
the senh indicators: You gel a diagitos-
tic when vou do ilhweeg, but e mes-
sagge is a0 bil ervplic: Othenvise, the
Prograns does 10t serim vy saseepsli-
Lie to arors
PDOCUMENTATION, < VIS Bridge
SURT gives you an IRA vz theee-ring
birulerwith abnut 1 typed pages of in-
shructions.

The  ustruclions are  ade-
quale, the milosial is betptul. bul 1the
potential dithceulties oullined above
arenal all chearly spedled out The pro
grams thal make up this package are
maosily in BASIC, and you can list them
to the siveen (or more documenitation.
SUMMARY:  VIS\ Bridge/SORT does
whatt it savs i will do. 11 would have
cunsiderabie mility it your spread-
sheels contonmed todls egquiremenis.
#is neither a universat nor a particy-
Jarty versatile: sorting utility for Visi-
Cale, bowever, If the price wece
halvel, it roultl probabiy be consid-
ereda cosl-effective program. n
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