Moptown. educattonal game from
_ Advanced Leammg Technology

'grouped y such charactonsncs as
‘color, size and shape. Children
play games with the moppets (or

" Gribbits and ‘Bibbits, as they are
more lantastically known) and are
taught the precepts of fogical
‘thought during game play.

Can Gribbits and Bibbits teach
children logic? Apple Compuler’s
Special Delivery Software provides a
nifty little game called Moptown that
Lests a child’s skill against the mop-
pels of Moptown.
| The moppels come in various

shapes, colors and types. You can
1 have 16 differenl mappets; you

_choose their characteristics—red or
blue, fat or thin, tall or short, Gribbit
or Bibbit (Gribbits have tails).

The trick to this game is to develop
rules for the combination of these
- characteristics for a varicty ol pur-
poses. Each game teaches a different
aspect of logical reasoning.

Features: The package consists of a
master disk, a backup disk, & com-
plete and useful manual and the pro-
grams, The programs work on an

. Apple that has at least 48K one disk
and Applesoft. Although you can
play some of the games with a green
screen or bluck-and-white monitor,
the package really requires a color
monitaror TV,

Performance: The Moptown pro-
grams work well. Although the man-
ual is good and complete, most
children and their parents or teachers
won't necd the manual because the
on-screen instruclions give the neces-
sary information. Moreaver, Ahese in-
structions arc almost always available
during the game at the touch of a key.
The graphic presentation of the
various scenes and figures shows
_imagination and skill. Each game in
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Systam Requirements

® Apple Il or it Plus

® DOS 3.3

® 48K RAM and Applasoft in ROM
or 48K RAM and 16K RAM Card

® One disk drive

e Color video monitor.or color TV

Price: $36.95

Advanced Learning
Technology, Inc.

545 Middisfield Road
Maenio Park, CA 94025
(415} 328-5410

the progression ol activities that con-
stitule Moptown iltustraics sonie as-
pect of logicul reasoning. ¥ he games
usc Lhe 16 dilferent combinations of
characteristics that pertain to the in-
habitants of this make-believe tawn.
For exampte, the gante Make My
Twin allows the player to build (wins

10 moppets displayed on the sereen. it

you build a carrect lwin, you gel »
pleasant set of beeps and Hashes as a
reward; if you goof, you are chided
and you can (ry again,

Other games in Moptown fet you

| figure out what s different about o set

of moppets or who comes next in a se-
ries of dilferent moppets. As the
games become mose complex, the rea-
soning required 1o figure out which
combination ol characteristics s

A ——

My 13-year-old,
with the disdain
appropriate to this
age group, found
Moptown’s games
to be too easy.

called for also grows more compley.
T he last game, Moptosin Hotel re-
guires a several-dunension combina-
ton of characlieristics

The sequence of games, with color

Copraphics by a gifted Heyvei-old. pro

vides an excellent experience for
clementary-schoob chsldren [na thor-
oughly unsaientific sample, T tested
Maoptownon s mildly computer
linerate sivth-grader swho found imaost
of the games lun,exciong, intripumyg
and “neat”

My [ 3-year-old. with the disdam
appropriate to this age proup. found
the proprams tao casy_although he
had to admt that they were well pre-
sented and desiypned.

Whao can tell how effective games
Like thys are i teachmp sometling as
camplex as lopic and rcasonmg” Sl
if vau use the games with other class
room activities {that develop sinnlar
skills, they could provide a pleasant
reinforcemeni far lessons learned

Ease of Use: Any clementasy-school
child who can turn on the computer
and play g game can use ts pro.
pram. Hs prompis are usually cleay,
and s istrucians are good




"The most useful-environment for
- {his Moptown package is the elemen-
| tary school, where successive genera-
tions of children can play it once or.
|~ wwice in the ¢ourse of units on logic. 1t
does less wellas a home educational
> program because once the child un-
" | derstands the processof matching
| characteristics or deducing rules, .
boredom setsin rapidly.

‘Unfortunately; the game is copy-

protected and soits use in a schoot
that has more than 1wo Apples be-
‘comes clumsy. t'is also not possible
to get al the code, 50 creative teachers
can't modify these programs 10
change the rules.or otherwise enharnce
the effectiveness of Moptown for
some specific educational objective.

Error Handling: Moptown's input
routines are almost foolproof. Errors
don’t occur because you are not al-
lowed to make any. If you enter things
incorrectly, the program won't take
them. Furthermore, you can always
| consuit the instructions to find out
1. why things are not working the way
1. they should.

Documentation: This packuge is well
documented. The clear, useful in-
‘structions include a full discussion of
- the purposes and goals of the de-

* 'signer. The program is not compiex,
.50 the instructions tell all that anyone
needs to know to make the program
work. They don’t, however, help any-
one who might want to write a similar

program.

Support: This is a program from Ap-
ple’s Special Delivery Software. Sup-
port consists of the inclusion of a
backup disk with the main disk. No

- replacement policy is articulated in

¥ 1he manual or anywhere else on the

,-:,ipincknging

‘Summary: Moptowan is fun, educa-

R tional, uselul und interesting. 1tis
i well executed, tightly focused pro-
gram that could prove uselul in many
clententary schaols.

T —Jodm Lombardi

Statistical analysis on

the IBM-PC is not only

_easier and faster with
ABSTAT but you can
even use it with your

dBase Il files.

ABSTAT™

Anderson-Bell

* COPYRIGHT 10842

# you are using dBase | for accounting, wnvaeatory
control, marketing or scienlilic applications, ABSTATY
provides you with the ability ¢ perform statistical dnta
analysis with ease!

If you are not using dBase Il that's OK. because
ABSTAT is a stand-mlone package thal can share data
with other sottwarg thraugh ASCII files.

ABSTAT facillties inciude full data manipulation and
editing, on line hetp and comprehensive statistical
procedures, including analysis of variance, Cross
{abulation, multiple regrassion, Z scores and much
more.

ABSOLUTELY the most flaxiblo, simpia yet compre:
hensive statistics and datn ‘analysis packaga avail-
able for the IBM-PC.

Anderson - Bell
PQ. Box 191. Cruwm City. CO 81112 (3’0:?'! 275-1661
SEE YOUR DEALEN FOR A DEMONSTRATION AND ASK

ABOUT OUR 30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEFE

ADSTAT I m hadamarh f Andarecs - Ball ® CIP/M In 8 Iragemark
of Digital Nansarch @ ditaea 1l in n hademark ol Askion Taie
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