B ‘processing programs, ['ve developed

" but after ¢onstant.use, ‘they becom
) cumfartahl_y adjusted to their wearer

They pinch unmmforlably when nev

habits. After testing a- dozen word

high tolerance far the: sore spois eac

*- of thern produces. * *

The: perfect word- pruceasing pro-

_gram has yet'to be dsvaluped aj--
“though there are miany conten

- .that Lhere never will he a perfert
- gram "of this genre, hecause

indeed; F've come 1o the conc!usmn

OF
have such widely varying needs. .
Euch word processor has a lD[,Ill.

Word processors are a bit hke shoes:'.

o

"I'IJHBS' Volkswriter's design

" features a-flexible and fast full-screen
_ editarand a separate Pritt module ta -

handle advanced formalting tasks,

The editor permits fas1 full-screen
" text ‘manipulation with al the .stan-

d:md -editing feaiures, such as hlock

moves,,

insery or type-over modes. adjustable

-Margm-i and labs, auiomatic word

wrap .and paragraphing thal you can

_reformat 1o maich new margins.

" The editor has a Find and Replace
facility, cenlering ability, block-reads
and ~wites Lo disk, haniging indents
and fast and easy cursor conlrols,

On a 128K machine Wolkswriter can

line-word:character .deletes, .

L BOTTIRTE NEVIEIS

wa y '.prbcés.smg for the IBM PC

useng hwre than 128K R.-\Mi. the max-
imum file 1512& is aboul S0K when
- saved on l:ll.*,k. .

Voﬁumml;er holds all edited files in

mersiory, antl there is no paging of files *

on and bffthe disk Although this
limits: the file length. il keeps the edi-
tor's operations fast:and convenient.
Maay writers prcf{.[ to work on their
longer p:eon!s in chapler-length sec-
tions anywayi su this may nol bea dis-
advantage.

The editor also includes a uselut on-
line Help facihity Ahat displays-a hlock
with the 20 function kevs, which are
identified a1 1he tep ol the scree

m
when you call the program. You can

]

tum} the display on and ofl. The Help
facility does nol, however. include any
of the furmalling commands or print

commands supported by this pro-

gran. )

With the help of the insiruction
manual, vou ean redefine the key-
boasd to generate any displayable
characters with any keys. This allows
valkswriter o clisplay scientilic or
forvign-language symbols or o imple
el an alternative Keyboard lavout.
The procedura tor redefining the key-
hodrd is nol trivial. bul (he instruce-
tions are eeasonably clear.

Viplkswriter d((()“lph“mhl'ﬁ jinting

o Sre Volksprriter, page 50

Software Report Card

Volkswriter
Versmn 1.3

OR KK Good |
& D0 D Excellent -

® 1M Personal Cumpuler -
® DOS11.

# 4K RAM

& (One disk drive

Trice: $195

Lifetree Software, inc.
177 Webster, Suite 342
Menleray, CA 93940

1308} 373-4718

“lhat, vnce discovered, helps you feam

W adapt la its style. Sutisfaction is.a

: function of & reasvnably close maich
. hetween vour siyle and the program’s
‘logic, as ‘well as the presence or ab-

sence -of specific features. Ollen, we
place 100 much emphasis on the
mulliplicity of features rather than on
the appmprmmneas of a given pro-

* gram 1o the task at hand.

" Volume 5, Nylmaé .

Of course, when these programs ure
in the s$200-and-up range, i1's. llkelv
we'li wanl 10 have only one program
that gan serve several purposes, from
program editing to letter writing o
manuscript - preparation—hence he
difficuily of reviewing word-pro-
cessing software.

With hesé caveats in mind, let me
turn 1o Volkswriter, one of lhe first of
the IBM Personal Compmer word-
processing programs, now in.a third
revision Version 1.31. This program be-
longs primarily.in the category of
editor-formatter programs, alihoughi it
does provide a considerable amount
of on-screen formatting before you in-.

voke the Print module.

It featires a fast and convenient edi-"
tor, a less satisfactory prini formatter

nd several interesting and useful fea-

“ASE m

Cherry Hill -~
1930 E. Madion Pike . F 3
" Cherry Hill, N.J. 08003 1370 E. Walnut St. .
Pasadena, CA 91106 .
Fortlee . {213} 304-9166 )
Two Executive Drive
Huntington Beach
N.J. 07024
Fortiee. , oo 16168 Beach Bhw.
Nashua Suile 151-5
3H Taggart Dr. (cft Danisl Webster Hwy) Huntingion Beach, CA 92647
MNashua, New Hampehire 03060 {713) B41-5555

a.-.-p..--

o THE IIM'AIASE

micrtn, JMSE“ dofies th
i ot

telligen!’’ data entry scraens which chack input for corradiness. Eliminctes BO—

M S
o 1 dhrieydy

.!.nnu 1-2.2% has becams e nwnbar one siling par_hngc for
tha 18M BC and XT 1-2-3 it one of the most vsar-Friendly pro-
dch an the morket. Excaliont monual, snpiwnnd ttorinl
complete on-fine help facilivies.

EDIX & WORDIX ...............5279

OPENING SOON: Chicago. i
Pitsburgh, PA
Detrait, MI
Cleveland, OM
Cincinnath, OH
Maryland area
Danver. CO
Kanaas City, MO
St Lowa, MO
Dakas, TX
Houstkan, TX

iy croates menus ond in-

o o u;theseperianced; - 100% of dBASE pragramming timel ... .. .. ... ...$195
plex p " vaing Gum pra 5 r. s‘ 85
p oemioatioms qorctly omet sl Prog QUICKCODE: Fm{& Golier's populargenorator . ... ............ ..
' dGRAPH: Allows qu 10 yae your dBASE fils in graphic form--o real cid o sl 95
JBASEL™, Abaror, and Foe & Gellerproduas inoimosrf undOrstonding . .. ..o e
CPiMB0and 8- CPM 85 formats. ABSTAT: Allows !T.vonulmyuur dota usmg owidevariety of stolisticalvasts.
- Con be used wil

ms‘-z-s-.......-.:f.

bHE i acns - ieh )

(Awitable af your incal Softeewre da g0}

SMARTMODEM ........

th 1200 can run ot 1200 boud.

ST TEALAT G IR AR W R Ry ANIC
FOIXEs a Rk Wcolly designad 10 loke odvaniage ol
beodvoncedh '; M PC; WORDIX o the bastant & EDIXOIONE ..o vorean e ....5149
bot. Togeihar the finest
o A g 2 WORDIX .. ... e e ...5149

.--o-...-.oSDﬂsm ‘
- 12”5509 ,.".}?f'&":..’.‘.m‘“‘h'!""f

*’”"M""“M H““h’m"ﬂ "dm The 12008 is the 1200 baud modsm in the form of an add-on boord for the

BRBE - o $469
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continted from prec

* from within a Print module that allows

ybu to recall any specialgrint formats

. from disk These formats identify the -

printer and its selup specifications.
and vou can have special formats au-
tomatically associated. with' specific
documents. Volkswriter supports the

" special features of various printers o

some exfent: B

In addition to the print specifica-
tions, set from within the Print mud-
vle, each document can have a range
of prinl features activated through
erdbedded commands in the lext it-
seJf. These allow changes in page
siumbers. muliiline headers and foet-
ers, page endings and similar features,
through lines thal begin with two dots
and coniain special codes.

In addition. you can send printer-
coritrol codes from within the lext lo
access printer-specific features not
supported by Volkswriter. The resultis
a flexible formatting program.

‘Ypu access both the editor and the
‘Print module via a masier meni: that
has clear prompts. the system is care-
fully set Up so that errors and mistakes
rarely resull in catastrophic loss of
data,

volkswriler's files are designed 1o he
completely compatible with PC-DOS
files. Any program that expects stan-
dard DOS files can read Volkswriter
files. ’

Aithough the editor is full-screen
agd you can move the cursor any-
where on the screen, the program
treats all lext on a line-oriented basis.
Each line of-a Volkswriter filc is ter-
minated wilth the standard carriage
retuen-liné feed sequence, with the ex-
ception of end-of-paragraph markers
that you use when you anticipaie re-
formatting You can even elininale
this easilv by setling the appropriate
switch at the beginning of the edil
Word wrap does not affeci this slan-
dard line termination, and Volkswriter
does not use the eighth hit of each
character for formatting purposcs.

One of the desirable consequences
of this plan is that all 256 charactess
are available from within the edilor.
You can have anything available in the
{BM character ROM displayed on the
screen with simple keyslrokes.
volkswriler accepls any ASCII code
when you use the Alternate key in con-
junciion with the numeric keypad.

_In addition to the altemate map-
ping of the keyboard that is possible
with this editor. the Print module has

. a provision for alierate printer 1ables.

Using this feature, you can define your
screen to display a special symbol and
then 1ell your printer how to generate
that symbol.

Theresult is that the screen text and
the printed text are an exact match.
That is especially useful for those wha
write in European or other languages.
The IBM character ROM contains sym-
bols for the special characters used in

languages.

You get those special characters dis-

: on the screen, Then, you build
& table thar tells Volkswriter's Print
module what to do when it encoun-
ters the soreen code in order to pro-
duce the printsd character. Often, this
reguires that the printer type two or
three characters for some of the single-
screen codes (for example, a character.

4

. PERFORMANCE: As shiould be ¢

abiackspace and a diacritical mark).

from thie description of features, this i
a-good ‘program. Iis editor perform
well. 11 is fast, accurate and virtuall
uncrashable. .
* When vou confront \’ollmwiterwi_i@
an overtong file. it requires you to save
it, but it does not crash. If vou fill
Volkswriter completely, save the fil
ahd en Iry Lo relrigve il again, ha\j
ever, you won'l gel all of it. There is &
way to split a file into two parts, how!
ever. !
" This is mmt a “whal you see is wha
vou gel” word-processing  progran
The paragraphing ant line tengths arg
the same on the screen as on the
prinied page, bul the page breaks do
siot show, and righl-hand iusliﬁt:alinr}

may not show, depending on how you
choose to implement i,

If you justify on the screen,
Volkswriser inserts real spaces to fill
out the fine. Then, you are stuck with
justified 1ext-because vou can't refor
mat jt back and take those blanks out
unless you do il by hand, one space al
a time. As a resull, the manual recomu-
mends that you do all justification
trom within the Print module.

The program can also produce un-
derlining and overstriking, but ooly in
a mosl ineleganl way. You tvpe the
line, ending it with a special.character,
You type another line under the firss,
with the underline characiers or thu
strikeover characte Veuw end this
line noruatlv. Then. when Lhe line is
printixl, the first line is pribled with-

out a linefeed, and Ihe second line is
printed on top of the first. \ell, it

“works, bui elegant it is not.

The program has no provision for
automatic hyphenation. does not
show page breaks on Ihe screen and
does not permit multiple windows or
split screens. It does nothing special
wilh columins,

The Print Formatling routines ap-
pear 1o be better suiled 1o seme
printers than athers. Although thereis
a reasonably complete list of printers
supparted. Hound il difficult to getmy
Siablo #30 W do what the program
said il should do. [U may he that
Diablos wre harels or it may he thal
mine is a bit alder than sonne others,
hut the pragram didn't du justive (o
he sophistication ol the prinier.
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. L. 1 . :
. Volkswriter would hot implefient
:1_nd_ would' not-prin| bi-
directionally, and the installatian pro-
c¢edure did not get the Diabio to'y

" withoul sumi extra eflort ouisidejthe

Volkswriter program. o
The Print module does nol a

o
cpt
thraugh a relatively ad lioc procedine,
from.within the editor thal s not sglis-
factory. c ol
Thus, ihe performance of this, ;:’m-
gram is mixed. .|
volkswritet his an excelien edifor
with a range of usetul print optigns
but s not altagetfier reliable set ol print
drivers. !
EASE OF ¥8e:

- ) .
valkswriter's editor is

@jov Lo use. [t doeswhat it is suppos ael

to do withoul snv (uss or muss. The

varfous functions woerkwell, 1he editor
_is predictable, e funclioa keys scem
_approprialely assigned dnd the He
_mgnagement routines are reliable.
-, The edilor probably deseives oy "ex-
cellen?” raling, and its ability v create
arbitrary sekeen-lo-kevboard  ar-
rangements is a definite plus,
~The print section, however, ts much
harder 10 use. The selection of print- -
time options is clwmsy ind oiten con-
fusing. The pint formatter did nol
hehave as deseribed. :
The embedded commands work
weell, ainel the potential of the print see-
tion seems good. hut the print sectivn
of the prograni is much less satisfac-
tory than thal of most other words
processing programs [ have used.
ERROR HANDLING: | wied Jols of
things 1o mess o Hhe editor. Hul itee-

|
|

§

» ﬁsﬁm 03 e
PTG

i

1

B
%

Fargd
. |

<3
g
T

i

iy
§

ex ¥ §REEE & zdak

efgl
ti
¥ s ssbl G5 8 5 ¥ BB HEE

i

CE]

i
E‘

q &

il
|

‘e @ ¥4 B BEE » 2B
323 YY UM 2 EE

g

3

$ an g8

g 3

&

L]

& anBE ez2 B ¥ ] B:-EE 28

&k

N aa N BN 8

Uy Camentl cph i
Awvpat Gode SME
- Ut .
Pl DE 01013 T
Sawmple
A W ] 2
Boaghe E 2
00 ril »
Dosie 5 2
Premo 3 23
wnility Cory w %
Dy
Mam; Genevitar < A
Tarminal Program w
tod |
Enectic Dust 10 k2
Gal A D £
Uer St :
Lmk Index -] 149
Lk Vrieo [
Emcatrve Brefing
W W
o
o 43
Drweget Microewes
Inspeciof b “a
Locksmth w7
Peagsia
Comp
Aople Tazet %
Complese (FapmHCs
Systerm . - 50
Graghics Magiam. -] 45
Specidl Ettacts. i E
Spaciyl Eiexts
Apgie Tubiel o 50
Phoyaly
Tomm Grphict. 50 »
Swasidia
DOS Phes ... °. 5 4
(Cisk Crganin¢ o 23
Disk Pacoviry k] 2
Ieage Printer 41 ¢ 3%
Mol Cisk Catalog % )]
Super Disk Topy kS x
Sidet
Pacal G
CESDL. w o
Sonthamtion .
Data Caplure Videx 90
Somtharariow Duts
ASCH Express
Professional . . 10 L)
Prinwgmther 20 -
Stoawiwe
Sraghics Froc. S5, .
{aancardy.. ... . @ 52
Grghics Poc: Sys.
(okssiosy).... 9 18
Vaicoy
Vi ... . . L
APPIR De”
Most Ml | prodects aso ran on
e e fcab lor detaite). Froducts
boiow & octly desiyond Tr 6
e .
Line SALE
. veses [
-
kY

: 1

Faxtva
Cardbox us 07
Veaeic 750 WO Calar
Contor 1 [ ]
om
ROT MACHINE EPEOFK s M B LY
: CusT sME O Resoet )
Cod 11 (AGE} B9 645 mm Manage: we 27
raph M9 W9 ’-5“:""'= w2
Smutmten 1200 [ .- ] Gotlet -~ s
Smanumodern m m N“""’“"' ;
ufm: 12* tyeen I W %5
Yo Res 1@ ﬂ:"“ ?;; g
Humar Saft
Jc 149 ng . "
Sinnt Cat HO m_ 2w “WM
Satan € W77 8Y 4G "“’I @ W
CP/M-S8 (8" Standrd $3SD)  mwrest ¢
Daher Kormeats e anaskadie A5 speclal Soanp (20l
widels T Softvare b 00 asany™ - w1
Gl Actaecae™ 9
an usr s CADRE~
Fowes ke G ™ b4 Pead S0
Ll Porsenal Pexl 2%
Modical (PAS-3) gy ME e Co
dakes I a2
Betim Liac R :
> w L ust “‘L
o - | m
St
Prootread! (17K of MT“ g ]
n.m,h ¥ wwll W
Samay 2o 1 [
Paam @ B g . :
w‘"' Mowse Dungeon Msier A -
Thesaune we | Nemcse R 34
(piet Sevwarch Lutpuage
Dusplay Marage: 08 s gl Research usT suf
Bk . resa S0
Supervyz 150 [ CBASKC 1%0
Mk of Mr Unicers Wi 50
The Futal Word pos) B 500
Mince: s Paseal M4 80 1
Hicrs Fra Pan M1+ w1 i
Cahctn u % SPP 500
Mgt w18 K g
Spafistar B0 K 0 1 L
Wenrkal B A Qsc et ¥ B2
wanirSpe 5 4% Guac Compued w PE
Womstar Frol. Cobel 39 0
[WankSpulitd o} g g Farvn :l' % E
Mirvwekt * ulisplpStt 00 6
Dmiv o m AT W 1w
The Word Pas LI AT eaa 74 ?e
Selert Ward DA, Cosnplier 300 \
Proceor . s 3 G Guuﬁf =0 ]
" Supeaak w1 Womes | Wi
Supercaic 2 TR BT ®0 "ﬁa
Superpulou ey W R g Semmrch .
Saphrwlet .. .. P Daaposd .. ® =
[ w» Smarnalen w6
obren B Fogm—t H
OBASE H. w  o® Disk Docaer 0w i
OBASE U © . :
whsiers guide e 4ty . Noal > 8

sisted most of my efforis. ‘The Rle-
handling section of he program is
also solid. .

For seasoned users, howves. the
conslantbieps 10 ask il vou reatly
swant sn db 1his ve thal can beeome an-
noving. 1L wauld b pice 10T able 16
turn them offl

The printing seclion is nol as fool-
proof. 1Uis possible to dinlois of things
that will keep your printer from duing
what vou think it should. Most of this
problem relates 1o my difficulties wilth
the Diablu (30 and may be relevant
onliy L this privie
DOCUME Thr  Volks-
writer manial is elegantly prepaed,
roats welt and, daspile i foay 1vpos, is
t e she comple
hoyvewer,
tions ol The printer-driver
ulalentiie.
the nanaal

Mo
abonn
10 ron Uiis progesan on s hard dish ora
RANL disk. 1 turms nut that it is casy 1o
Fun Volkswriter on a hard dlisk Fur-
thermuny, this grsatly speeds the pro-
sy cinlls (o 1he disk for Help
eenss snd the like, but teial and ervor
is the: iy way W figure outwhal sub-
sl ef the files you nereel 10 run the svs
. .
SUPPORT: 16 the eredit of Lifetree
Soliware. this program is delivered on
an unprotected diskeste. When you
send in your waranty card, vou get a
sercond diskette. The first one has a
MK version of the program with the
Print, module as & separate program,
and the second disk is for 128K ma-
ehines and has heh the edilorand the
Iint molale in memory ad the same
time.

My versian of L program is called
the International version and has
print tables appropriate
wpean languages.

-usivn 1o call the cusiomer-
assistance numier for help in config-
uring the program to iy Biablo $30.
The: people fhere were courteuus and
Iriendly hut had no solution that
workel.

SUMMARY: Volkswriter is a good
praduct. 11s editor is ine and its print
formatter is goud, but be sure you see
_il work on your type of printer before
you buy this produci. You can define
the screen, kevboard and printer
through 1alles, which is a major ad-
vantage. This program will not replace
WordSiar or other advanced word-
processing packages. hut il comes
cluse. “ M

net clear
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