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~.We all await that wonderful time
whe.n computers can teach ‘our kids
whal they need 1o know, but for some
reason the besl programming talent
ends up zapiping asteroids, not devel-
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port on your progress and -areas uf
proficiency, or lack thereof in a short
tirne, even ithe most jaded terminal
users can bé smoking along al a much
more efficient rate.

EASE OF USE: Installation of Tﬂuch'
‘N" Go couldn’t he easier. Just run 2
module called C.COM for tvpe C), and
the program prompts you through a
short and dlear menu. You choose
vour terminal tvpe, confirm it and
you're offand running .

.The only additional requirement is
ta set aninlernal clock in the program.
To do this, vou simply press the space
bar at the hegmmng of a vimed, ten-
second intenval. Press the space bar
again at the end of 1en seconds, and
yourinstallatiun is complete.

.Ta use the program itself couldn't
be simpler. Type a T at the kevboard
and you are prompted through a se-
ries of easy-te-understand menus.

While I was playving with Touch ‘N’
Go, a friend dropped by with his eight-
vear-old daughter. | allowed Amy tu
iry the program, and I had her learn-
ing 1o tvpe in about ten seconds. Nol
only was il easy. but Amy enjoyed the
lesson. The cnly prerequisite to using
Touch N' Go is the ability ta read and
understand simple tnstruclions in En-
glish.

ERROR HANDLUING: Touch 'N Gois
4 tutorial on keyboard usage. As such,
il has lo. expect almost any combina-
tion of durnb entries imaginable. Wilh
the exception of Cunleo)-C. which. of’
course, aborls the program, nolhing
else seemed 10 affect Touch "N Go,
DOCUMENTATION:  As 1 stated ea-
lier. all the docamentation js printed
on the diskete jackel At firsh my gul
fireling was, "Who are they 1rving 10
kid? Wherr are all the goodies telling
mz: ey Lo run this program?”

Avtoaliv, 1the authors did sueh a
grewl joh olinslafling exeellent menus
within the software thail vou really
dan | need any more insteuction than
whal is writiee an the jacket. 11 secms
shrange, Tl mavhe this is a glimpse
inle the futeee: progeaims that don't re-
quire volumes of wrillen instrections.
SUPPORT:  ioxperienced absolulely
na diflicullies with this software. so [
hae no aceasion, to request any help.
‘Ihis is probably 'a good 1hing, 2s the
author is ig Loendon, England—i1
mighl he a preuy expensive phone
call.

Judging fron: the great care appar-
cotly given in generzling the software,
1 would expect any required help
would be promptly atiended 1o.
SUMMARY: For$50 [ have notseena
piece of software as carefully done as
this one. The subject may seem {rivial
to some, but anybodv who spends
time at a keyboard would certainly be
able 1o improve his or her skills with
this preduct. |
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’ upmg high-quality courseware.

“There is some hope, hmm'ér. as

. educational publishers get involved in

microcomputer learning. The Sen-
tence Combining courseware package
from Milliken Publishing Corporation
ts-one such package.

‘Sentence combining is the process
of putting thwo sentences logether into
one more complex sentence. So, if [
have a sentence thail says, "John is
wel,” and another one thal says "He is
cold.” the combined sentence would
read, “John is wet and cold.”

Simple enough, bui when punclua-
tion rules, conjunclions, possessives
and other changes are required 1o gel

the two sentences or o phrases to
match, then even well-prepared stu-
denis can make misiakeg

The programs in ihid courseware
package, designed for|studenls in
grades 4 through 8 hul probably most
suiled to sludents in gragles 4 through
B, provide a clear and effective way 1a
reinforce and help leach the skills of
senlence combining,
FEATURES: This progfam set con-
sists of 13 lessons, five revievs and sev-
eral wility progranis - on  Lwo
copy-protected disketles The lessons
range frum relatively simpie construc-
tions, such as using angf o conneet
senlences and using ggod and walf

ng courseware Jfrom Milliken

properly, lo the correci usage ol who,
which or that and the use of because
with subordinate clauses.

Both the lessons themselves and Lhe
suppors programs are carefully struc-
tured. There is a well-developed cluss-
managemenl routine that peimits a
teaches lo hanclle students individu-
aily or as a class. 11 allows 1eachers to
enter up to 100 students, arranged in
up lo five classes, onlo the disk. each
with an incividually tailored set of les-
sons. Studenis then call the appropri-
ale set of lessons by entering their
nanes andl a password.

As the student works through (e
assigned lessons, 1he program Keeps

specs for Radlo Shack’s Modat 100

picking the best one. So here goes:

For someone wha's savvy enough aboul computers
to read this magazine, you shouldn‘t have any trouble

or the HP-75.

—14
forecasting and word processing.
The PC-8200 portable from NEC.

you picked up the wrong magazing.

Radio Howlett-
NEC Shack Packard
Price £799° $799 $995
RAM/ROM 16K/32K  8K/32K 16K/48K
RAM Expandobiity To 96K To 32K To 24K .
(Intsmal/External) (54K/32K) (32K/nane) (24K/nons),
Free bundied
software - Yes No No
FRunction keys 10 8 0
RAM cartridges  Yes No No
Bar Code ) .
Reader, R5232,
Parallet Port, Not
Canstte Port Yes Yes Stand
Roppy Disk and
S10 Port, Nat
Cursor Cluster Yes No S
H%ou. clack camnar. Mc“ulabullrrm AC adagher Cherpet
il afl boils down to more power and betler

for the same price. And, of course, more sol v
FREE programs to stan, including linear -

We think

you should be impressed. if you're not, maybe

~ We think you're calculatmg enough t¢

And we've devised a jittle test to prove it. All you
have to do is compana our PC-8200’s specs with the
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‘imaginalive

instrucior can Ihter call up for review.
Teachers can
“mance records printed out as -well’
: Teachers have 4 variety of bptions that
permit thert o establish different
passing levels for the various lessans,

Another feature of the program

" package is thag it includes ditte mas-

tevs with exercises that match the var-
achers can use lhese
ine the sludenls

V In geéneral, the les-
sons worked jwell. One of the suc-

cesses of this package is that the
avthors have jdevised clever ways 16
avoid typing.| Through efficiemt and
se of high-resoiution

ave student perfor: -

‘supposed to teach. Thereare a

|
'graphlcs. students do not have b tvpe
-to work through the lessons, |
Althougha description does not do
thescreen justice, let me say thal deci-

- sion words are surrounded by|boxes
that students can move from v lo

word, commas move from place to
place until students press a key to
make them stay put and simifar de-
vices are used. They work well.

. Feedback in the program is s¢nsible
and intelligent. No nuise—ius clear.
intelligible messages.

These lessons 1each whal lppv are
son-
able number of different examples in
each lesson, the lessons teac '1mpor—
tant and useful things and ;}udpm«

will probably leam from them;

Like many programs of I!]lia kird.

Sentence Cdmhin’in,g is well suited for

drill and praciice for difficult con-.

cepls. The 20 examples per lesson
limit theamouni of repetitive drill pos-
sible with one student, but we expecl
if vour studenis can't do it in 10 or 20
tries, they need more heip 1han any
computer can provide.

in short, the package is a guod per—
former within 1he I)ound.mes of .its
goals and design,
EASE OF USE: The program maves
from place 1a place andfrom lP'ie-un lo
lesson quile easily. Students should
have little difficully making it work. Al-
1though the sign-on procedure is not as
easy as il could be, most studenls will
have no problem after the first v,

Even Lhe ulility programs that man-
age ihe vlass rosiets and the selection

o — ——— —— ———
. 1

t
of programs work relatively easily, al-
though users must pav attention to
the instruction manual.

The major difficulsy for individuals
using this program is a Irivial, bul irri-
tating, inconsistency with the input
convenlions. Some responses re-
quire pressing one leiter without
1ressing Return, and others take se-
eral letters with a Betumn. The resull is
that users can press the une Ietter and
a Return, thereby skipping a response
orframue because the program only ex-
pects the single leler.

Although the package has various
passwortl rowtines 1o secure student
records and atheyr identifving informa-
tian, mast cleve® students who know
something ahout computers can prob-
ably ligure nul how 1u crack the vodes
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Fhes prengtan has ane serdous dhian -
lawh that cans inhibit dls use inoamam
sehood sethings s supplied onoone
vopwable diskittes 1o schoof uses
A e dish netwanh Coos o fhe
Ikt voa il not e able g ose the
proginns onbi see Brease the pra-
grinns vinnet he copied, vonn ey
waanhe backop cupies

Sivee the alisks e
wWrilen v in Hhe process ol aintain-
wig ~tudent e eacher recods, the
thisha ue nt wrdles protecied aned
nothewrite-protected Thas, vone s
dents arnd Fellow teachors i easily

destiay a disk.

OF eanese, Miliken can setl youaosel

ot bachup disks for a0 eaira 835 when

pProgram. You can
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iy that protects the origi-
against defects for 30

' days, and Milliken will replace a worn-
-out’ dlsk during the first 12 months

ence for $]0 (vou musl retirn the
_worn-out.disk. Milliken also i:_um':des
“a phone n ber for vou to ask ques-

lions. oo
There is 1o technical information
abaut the program, arid the disk is
locked, so ypu cannat view the code.
The program cannol be modified to fit
a different set of sentences or a d:lTen-
ent Ieaming lenvironmen.

eiabnrate warranty am:l‘

ERROR HANDLING: With the ex-
ception -of the inconsistent eniry
styles, the pragram handles input er-
rors easily and relatively painlessly.
The program, however. provides no
prolection against accidental reset,
and if you wem off the machine or re-
move the disk before the program has
terminatednormally, vou lose the cur-

. rent session record. The manual is

clear on these points.

Overall, however, the program is
commendably tolerani of student and
teacher esTors.

DOCUMENTATION: The program
package includes a good manual that
has pictures of the various input
screens and aclear, step-hy-step series
of instructions. Il vou follow the in-
structions, everything works fine. But

if you jump in and then Jook for why
lhingsam not going well, you can have
some difficulty locating where you

The documentation|does make the
mistake of telling you tiat you must in-
itialize the diskeite before you use it_ 11
means you musi use|the program's
built-in setup prograrm, but if you are
an Appile user, you may think the first
slep is to insert the program disketie
and type INIT HELLO.
would give you a nice blank disk And
since you couldn’t have hacked it up.
vou'd have to send it bpck for replace-
ment hefore you could get to the pro-

gram

SUMMARY: what ca) we sav? This is
a good, wellexecuted| program. If i1
cosl 340 and could be|used on a net-

That, of course, -

When itcome

makes terrific computers.-

—  Bitiworking your fingers
to the bgne soon the

: <'ve taken everytlnng
that youy might even think you
-want tolknow about the [BM
patible products
and assembled it in one place.
The IBM PC
Refer'ence Encyclopedia.
Second Edition of our

Encycloped.la is two volumes jam-packed with
n that gives you the meanings behind
the marjuals and keeps you current on compatible

infol
software and hardware products.

Ins{)de you'll find several thousand quick -
entries and ever a hundred in-depth

" jtems.
‘11 tell you ev

Technifal and Hardware
manuals. We detail topics
like digk organization,
printer contro! and more.
iew [BM and non-IBM
programs and add-ons
realis y 50 you don’t
get in the soft-
ware/hardware jungle.
And show you dozens of
other waysto get the most
out o£ you.r PC. .

ing you need to know’
, {induding 2.0). We cover the PCand
the XT[“so thoroughly you won't need to buy the

IBM won’t

of just $69.95.

(213) 204-5570.

Including 1 year of free updates.
S50 pick up a copy of the Ashton-Jate IBM
- PC Reference Encyclopedia (Second Edition) at
your nearest computer or software stpre.
And stamp out ranual labor today.
Ashton-Tate, 10150 West Jefferson
. Boulevard, Culver City CA 90230.

work, we'd be very enthusiastic. But it
costs $95. For Lhis money, you get two
disks. This means you can have only
two studenis at a time {in differeni
grades) working on the program.

You can't copy it 1o vour harxl disk,
hut if you get backup disketles that al-
lowyou 16 run four kids at a time, then
the package costs $140. If your kids
mess up a disketic by inilializing it or
samething else, vou have to wait uniil
you can ge1 rerarn-mail service with a
new diskette,

These marketing and packaging de-
visions make a good program difficudl
to use effectively in the classroom and
schools, and they explain why a
“goad” program cannol be given an
“excellent” raling,

As i leacher or school alticial, vou
may question whedlier this packoge is
worllthe monuey. :

Users can decide if
product price is fair

Feertainly appreciate the many pos-
itive epnunents vontained ‘in the re-
view nl our Sentepnce Comhining
program, as weld as the ovecall tavor-
able svaduation. There are a faw por
tions ul he review, hivever, Uun | (o]
need o be addressed.

Wilhhiespect t the eriticisms con-
vorming student sign-nre ol pass
word roulines and single versus
nultiple keysiroke inpuls, Hhese aee
present g all ol our coursimwvare pro-
grams  Aller five yvears ol elecuonic

We’ve compiled tables and comparisons you
won’t find anywhere else. Gathered hundreds of
practical tips and techniques from magazines,
newsletters and dozens of experniencs
you won't have to learn them the harfl way:

It’s easy to take.

We've made all this information
sible, because the Encycdopedia is efficiently
indexed and thoroughly cross-referesiced.

[t's all explained in plain English|with .
enough depth for both novices and experts.

We update it twice a year, to kee
speed on all the new developments.

And it's all yours for a suggest

d users, so

pasily acces-

you up to

retatl price

ASHTON - TATER

TBM and XT are trad ks of 1

2 Ashion-Tate 1983

Response

publishing and the distribution of
hundieds ol thousamids of diskelles,
this ix the fiesttime: these procedunmes
have: been maligned. In Gact, our field
lesting L ahwitys vielied positive e
marks aboul these (etures.

d |:|||’Iu an thad oure diskeltes
silv destroved Because they are
nol witle-prolected is ey regoetta:
hlee. Oue dhdizctive edisketie retum e
i toss than 1% Fuaetlismcne, any Ap
ple user knows thatl (yping INJT
HELLO will erase any iliskette, not just
ours. Milliken's indlialization prwess
i clearly spelted auin the teacher's
guede. Again, aller undieds of thoo-
sands of disketles, this siluation has
ever oneimel, Not onee:,

Fsuspect that these criticisms ane
rrally relsted 1o the remaining nega-
tive comments in the review. It seems
that our copy prolection, Dackup disk-
etle and pricing policies are com-
pletely unaceeptatite 10 the evaluaiors.

I ruestion the appropriateness of
these topies in a courseware product
review  1sn't the role of svalualors o
determiine how well a program does
whal il is supposed 10 do? Perhaps if
the reviewers were aware af the siag-
guring costs ol developing, distribut-
ing and supporting high-qualily
insiructional programs, their opininns
would be different.

The value gl the product and the ac-
ceptance of ils price are up ta the
users. We are perfecily satisfied to
abide by their decision.

Charles F. Eisenberg
Vice-president Marketing

Milliken Publishing Company
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