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Before Syracuse took on Gonzaga, Boeheim reflected on

the firing of Coach Norm Roberts last week after six
seasons at St. John’s. Roberts, regarded as one of the gentlemen of the Big East, was hired
to pull the Red Storm from the ashes after the Mike Jarvis era.
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Boeheim simply reminded us of the realities of the game. A more troubling assessment
was offered by Russell Smith, the coach of the New Y ork Gauchos, one of the major
arteries in New Y ork’s Amateur Athletic Union scene.
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Smith essentially criticized Roberts for being too laid-back, for not playing the game. “You
got to hustle, bend some rules or do something,” Smith said.

Most programs in this N.C.A.A. tournament, from Gonzaga and St. Mary’s to Syracuse
and Kentucky, rely on A.A.U. affiliations for a supply of talent.
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Kenny Charles, a major figure in the New Y ork City youth basketball scene, said Roberts
should have told the recruit that in all likelihood he would be starting. “Y ou could say
that’s bending the rules because typically a coach won't say, ‘Y ou’re going to start,” ”
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In this respect, the A.A.U. system, which began as a sort of trust to protect the interests of
young players and their communities, has become part of the problem.

“It’s a different mind-set that you put into the kids early, and if you don't have a person
around them that keeps them grounded, it hurts their mind-set going forward,” Murphy
said.

Little wonder.

Y ou have one A.A.U. coach advocating bending the rules in exchange for winning talent.
And Charles bluntly spells out the rules of the road in New Y ork for Roberts’s successor.
“For good or for bad, we are who we are,” he said. “If you're the faint of heart, you should
not apply.”

The early name surfacing for the job is Paul Hewitt, Georgia Tech’s coach. Charles said
Hewitt was a favorite of the A.A.U. community, but who calls the tune? The N.C.A.A. has
an ocean of rules already, but it has to take on the unwieldy, largely unregulated world of
A.A.U. basketball. Especially the coaches.

“There are a lot of great ones,” Murphy said of A.A.U. coaches, “but there’s a lot of them
who won't deal with you unless it's going to benefit them. Sad to say, it's the nature of the
business. That's just how it is. | tell people the game of basketball is crazy.”

The bracket part of March Madness is exciting; the business of college basketball continues
to be beyond belief.

E-mail: wecr@nytimes.com

A version of this article appeared in print on March 22, 2010, on page D4
of the New Y ork edition.

Times Reader 2.0: Daily delivery of The Times - straight to your computer.
Subscribe for just $4.62 a week. SIGNINTO E-

nytimes.com/2010/03/.../22rhoden.ht...

2/3



5/16/2010 Sports of The Times - Business of Coll...

MAIL
PRINT
REPRINTS
Business Coaches Needed
Advise & Coach Local Area CEOs, Senior Executives & Entrepreneurs.
Vistage.com
Related Searches
Basketball Get E-Mail Alerts
NCAA Basketball Tournament (Men) Get E-Mail Alerts
College Athletics Get E-Mail Alerts
National Collegiate Athletic Assn Get E-Mail Alerts
INSIDE NY TIMES.COM »]
FASHION & STYLE » OPINION » WEEK IN REVIEW » OPINION » BOOKS » THEATER »
IF YOU MEAN SOMETHING, : Al
YOU MAY HAVE TO PROYE SOMETHING. Ed It(_)rla-'fl )
IFYOU CAN'T PROVE SOMETHING, ustice tor
YOU MY REGRET SHYING SOMETHINE. _
VOO LKE SOMETHG, Abuse Victims
Y = The New Y ork State
IFYOU KEEP SOMETHING, Legislat hould ri
BIVE AWAY SOMETHING. egislature S. oula rise
IFYOU LOSE SOMETHING, above lobbying by the
T00 BAD SOMETHING. Catholic Church and
IF YOU SHOOT SOMETHING, v pass the overdue Child
Weddings and Rick Moranis: Something  Plan B: Skip College Victims Act. Special Section: Farewell toa Brand-
Celebrations Else Children’s Books Name Season
Home | World | US. | N.Y./Region | Business | Technology | Science | Health | Sports | Opinion | Arts = Style = Travel = Jobs | Real Estate | Autos | Backto Top
Copyright 2010 The New York Times Company | Privacy | Terms of Service | Search | Corrections RSS | FirstlLook | Help = ContactUs | Workfor Us | Advertise | Site Map
nytimes.com/2010/03/.../22rhoden.ht... 3/3




