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INTRODUCTION

This second issue of the NEWSLETTER highlights word processing
applications for microcomputers. Among all the uses of
microcomputers, it is word processing that has generated the most
interest among those writing to the NEWSLETTER. In this issue we
feature an overview of word processing by Carolyn J. Mullins of
the IU Office of Information and Computer Services. In addition,
there is a user's report on the EasyWriter word processor for

the Apple II.

Many Apple II users have expressed interest in using CP/M based
software. Included in this issue is an article on the Softcard
which makes CP/M accessible to Apple II users.

We also have a follow-up article on the diskette difficulties of
the TRS-80 and the Apple II.

Finally there is a user's report on a file transfer package that
will move WCC files to the Apple II. :

This issue begins, however, with a note from the Small Computer
Support Group, the publisher of this NEWSLETTER.
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THE SMALL COMPUTER SUPPORT GROUP
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The Small Computer Support Group has moved from Memorial Hall to
a University house at 1125 Atwater. This is directly behind the
new Music practice building on Third Street, and within easy
walking distance of most of the campus. A, B, and C parking is
available (?) behind the house.

Personnel

The Group currently has three full-time staff. John W. Smith,
Manager, brings to the Group 15 years experience in small computer
applications, particularly in DEC computers and laboratory data
acquisition and analysis. John can be reached at 337-2893. Craig
Campbell, Hardware Systems Specialist, has four years experience

in microcomputers, and specializes in hardware design, interfacing,
and low-level language applications. John Buckley, Software



Systems Specialist, has five years experience in software design,
with special emphasis on microcomputer applications. Craig and
John can be reached at 337-0912 or 337-0913.

Equipment
The SCSG has several small computing systems that are used for
internal development. They are also available for user evaluation,

program testing, and limited applications. These systems
include: .

MIRCOSYSTEM I
STD buss Z-80 system, 64B (CP/M 2.2, FORTRAN, FORTH)
2 serial ports
2 disk drives (580KB each)

MICROSYSTEM II
Apple II Plus, 48KB (BASIC, integer and Applesoft)
13" color monitor
2 5 1/4" disk drives (146KB each)
Apple serial card
CCS communications card
Integer BASIC card 3
Bit Pad digitizer (on loan from Computer Science)

MINISYSTEM I

DEC LSI-11, 64KB (RT-11, V4, BASIC, FORTRAN)
4 serial ports
2 8" disk drives (512KB each)

Peripheral equipment that can be utilized by any of the above
systems includes:

LA-120 DECwriter

ADM-3A video terminal
Directran modem

Omnitec Acoustic coupler

The Group has a second Apple system that can be taken to the
users office or lab. This consists of:

Apple II Plus, 48KB (Applesoft BASIC)

9" B&W monitor

2 Disk drives (146KB each)

Apple serial port
This unit can be borrowed for a day, or rented for longer
periods. Call 7-2893 if you want to schedule access to any of
the equipment.

. : . I .
The SCSG is a part of the Office of Research and Graduate

Development, reporting to the Associate Dean for Academic
Computing. The Group is set up as a cost center but receives



base funding from R&GD. This base funding provides for

consulting, system design, and general user assistance. The

Group is currently working out a rate structure and policies

for billing for appropriate services. It is not the intent to

make ability to pay a major factor in determining who receives
service, but it is clear that the ability of the SCSG to provide
quality service will depend to some extent upon the users will-
ingness to pay for that service. Future articles in the NEWSLETTER
will cover policies and procedures in this area.

Network Communications

The Group has made a major commitment to provide communications
between the small computers it supports and the I.U. Computing
Network (CDC-6600/172, DEC-10, PRIME). We are attempting to
provide a well integrated package that will utilize all existing
communication modes and allow easy addition of support for future
communication enhancements. The following packages are nearing
completion:

Apple to WCC
CP/M to WCC
CP/M to/from DEC-10
CP/M to/from PRIME
TRS~-80 to/from WCC
Packages in development, but not as far along, include:
Apple from WCC
Apple to/from DEC-10
cp/M from WCC

Using the AFT program on the DEC-10, data rates of 100 characters

per second have been achieved, while on the PRIME, full 120 cps

is possible. Users interested in gaining access to these packages
should contact the Group, but must realize that they are, as yet,

not fully debugged and tested.

WCC has given the SCSG a 1200 bps port to the CDC-172 for the
purpose of higher speed file transfer. (This port is not

intended for 1200 bps interactive access, so don't ask.)

Because of a problem at the CDC end, the maximum throughput we
have been able to achieve with this port has been 60cps. With WCC
help, we are attempting to reach the theoretically possible 120
cps. Note that with the current communications system 1200 bps

is not possible with an acoustic coupler; you must have a
Directran. Contact John Smith if you wish access to this port.

Thanks

I would like to thank John Lombardi for taking on the job of
assembling and editing this NEWSLETTER. It would still be in the
input queue if he had not volunteered to assume that responsi-
bility. I also thank the users who have prepared articles for






