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n‘ncfucfed in vaerpomt s excepﬂuna! text cﬁarﬂng capamﬂnes are a buift-in spelffng

checker and a text editor.

capabilities excellent. -

Editing capabilities. Powerpoint offers
minimal drawing tools. You can add
lines, circles and ellipses, rectangles and
rounded rectangles, and you can move,
copy, resize, recolor, and pattern-fill them
easily. But there are no polylines, arcs,
Bezier curves, or arrows (except as typed
in from Dingbat fonts). Nor can you flip,
reverse, or rotate the objects you select

On the other hand, Powerpoint offers
impressive color and patterning tools. It
ofers wis shaded and dithered
patterns that you can use as textured
backgrounds — add.mg style 1o your
slides,

Powerpoint makes it eas?'m choose an
attractive color scheme for your presenta-
tion. Genigraphi formulated 5,000
preset, color-balanced palettes that allow
foreground, background, and six accent
colors. If vou're adventurous, you can use
the color-mixing dialog boxes to fashion
your own palettes, using either on-screen
color swatches or numeric hue, satura-
tion, and luminance values. You can
make color schemes apply tu smgle slides
or to all slides. -

Powetpoint's meager drawing tools
offset the terrific color and pattern
capabilities. We rate its editing capabili-
ties good:

Presentation Iools: Unlike most pre-
sentation packages, Powerpoint lets you
preview, rehearse, and reorganize your
entire presentation on-screen — all with
‘point-and-click simplicity.

Powerpoint's screen-show featu.rcs are
rudimentary. It allows only manual or
fimed automatic serial presentation.
There are no transition cffects such as
wipes or fades, and there’s no Hypertext-
like show scripting as provided, for
example, in the new Han'a.rd Graphics,
Version 2.3. 5

We rate Powerpoint's presentation
capabilitics very good.

Output: When you have finished
constructing your presentation; a com-
munications program included with Pow-
erpoint will. send the file over your
modem to gne of Genigraphics' centers
for quick slidé or photo processing. This
is definitely the preferred route, especially
since Powerpoint does not offer direct
film camera support {ope may be in
| development for Matrix film. cameras),
Powerpoint aleo supports all Windows
3.0 output devices and can be used to
create transparcancics for overhead dis-
plays. We sent several sample images to
i Genigraphics and the resulting slides were

| sharp and accurate. The slides matched
our on-screen images in, color and object
placement.

‘We rate output very good.

File import fexport capabilities: Power-
point’s data and graphics file import
capabilities are not as extensive as those
of other presemtation packages, such as
Word Perfect Corp.’s Draw Perfect, but
they are adequate. For numerical charts,
Powerpoint imports ASCIT text files or
spreadsheet files from Microsoft Excel,
Microsoft Multiplan, Lotus 1-2-3 2.X
and 3.0, Symphony, and Sylk. You can
paste PIC, CGM, TIFF scanmer, EPS,
HPGL., and PCX file formats, along with
a variety of Windows graphics formats.
You can also paste text directly from a
word processor or outliner onto slides as
text or bullet charts. (The program
directly imports Microsoft Word RTF
outline files.)

Unlike most charting packages, han-

street’ — you cannot modify imported
graphics or lext and then save it as a
separate file. However, you can paste the
|mage directly to -another application
using the Windows clipboard.

Although the file format used by
Powerpomt for Windows isn’t the samg
as Powerpoint for the Maec, Microsoft
includes an offer for a free conversion
utility to translate your presentation files
from one platform to the other.

We rate Powerpoint’s file import/
export capability good.

BOCURENTATION:
Powerpoint’s main document is a 400-
page hardbound users’ guide. This guide
is superbly organized, amply illustrated,
and comprehensive. The book begins
with an 80-page tutorial that covers
nearly all the package's capabilities.
Succeeding sections show you how to
make slides, use the Graph program to
produce charts, and manage multiple-
slide presentations. The guide concludes
with a complete reference section and
index. A separate reference card summa-
rizes the key Powerpoint commands.
About the only feature missing is an
on-line tutorial. We tate Powerpoint's
docurnentation very good.

EASE OF LEARNINE:

i You can install Powerpoint if Windows is

[ running in its standard or enhanced
modes; trying to install the package in real

mode results in an error message. Al-

though installation requires a good bit of

floppy disk swapping, we installed the
package without a hitch in 20 to 25
mintites. The option to install the fonts
takes 10 to 20 minutes.

If you're familiar with Windows,
you'll take to Powerpoint almost immedi-
ately. It is obvious how much thought
wen!t into making Powerpoint’s operation
as intuitive as possible,

* Powerpoint also has a comprehensive,
indexed on-screen help facility. You may
rarely need the manual. In fact, the on-
screen help screens are actually Power-
point presentations that you can co-opt to
make your own. We rate ease of learning
very good.

EAsE oF Use:

Once installed, you run Powerpoint as a
regula.r Windows application. It can
Coexist and be multitasked with other
Windows applications — an especially

useful feature, pgiven that you can use |

Windows' clipboard to paste onto your
slides any text or graphics from another
program (e.g., text from Microsoft Word
for Windows, or a data table from Excel).
You flip from slide to slide by clicking
and dra,gg;mg a. shide-change button.

| Although it's a separate module, switch-

ing into Powerpoint's numeric charting
function is seamless.

- To reorder your shdes. you just click

on each and mowve it to the correct
position. Any speaker’s notes or handout
sheets you've created are automatically
reordered as part of the process.

We liked the fact that Powerpoint
stored all slide and note screens in one file
per presentation; this obviates the one-
file- -per-screen bookkeeping headache
you're stuck with in most charting
packages.

COue serious limitation with Power-
point is that you cannot create slides in
both landscape and portrait orientations
within the same presentation.

Despite Powerpoint’s complexity, it's
a fairly easy program to use. Once you're
up to speed, you'll be able to knock out

presentations faster than with any other |

program.
We rate ease of use very good.

ERROR HANDLING:

Powerpoint’s error trapping is smooth
and comprehensive. If you do make a
mistake, Powerpoint pops up a dialog box
with a short comective prompt and a
beep. You can then pick up where you left
off. We rate Powerpoint’s error handling
very good.

SuPPORYT: 4

Support policies: Microsofi offers unlim-
ited free technical support (not toll free).
Support hours arc weckdays from 6 am.
to 6 p.m. Pacific time. Upgrades arc

" available at reduced prices. There's also

BBS, Compuserve, and extended support

plans. Suppornt policies rate very good.
Technical suppori: We phoned Micro-

soft customer support with several ques-

. tions about Powerpoint. The support staff

was courteous and knowledgeable.

Microsoft also operates an active
Applications Forum on Compuserve. We
looked through Powerpomt-related ques-
tions on this forum, and it appeared that
the questions were answered competently
within a day or two. Powerpoint’s techni-
cal support rates very good.

VaLue:.

Other packages (e.g., Cricket Presents and
Macintosh products Persuasion and
More) have offered desktop presentation
capabilities, but Powerpoint sets a new
standard for making and orchestrating

' quick, easy, and professional presenta-

tions. Look elsewhere if you need sophis-
ticated technical charting, but for most
uses it's superb. At $495, Powerpoint isn’t
cheap, but given the time you're likely to
save, it’s worth every cent We rate its
value very good. O

Alan J. Fridiund is a professor of
psychology at the University of Califor-
nia at Santa Barbara. He uses presenta-

tion graphics programs in his research

on nonverbal communications.
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Wordstar 2000 is Finally a
Strong, Competent Product

Version 3.5 performs well as an ‘editing tool,

although it still lacks many graphics functions.

BY Joun Loammannt ' CONTRIBUTING EDITOR

fj ordstar 2000 has always struggled

i/ under the handicap of not being

{ the classic.Wordstar, while at the

& same ume oﬂ'zrmg a complex,
powerful, but sometimes clumsy product.
Orver the years, Wordstar 2000 has im-
proved; yet at the same tme as Wordstar
2000 was improving its features, speed

and gracefulness, other competitors took |

over the lead. Word Perfect and Microsoft
Word, primarily, have come to dominate
the word processing marketl once con-
trolled by Wordstar.

Today, Wordstar 2000 Plus, Relesse
3.5 is a strong, competent performer
among high-end professional programs.
While the program lacks some specialized
features — particularly in the graphics

area — Wordstar 2000 has clearly come i

of age

FEATURES:

Wordstar 2000 has all the basic require-
ments of 2 professional package. It is
strong in basic editing, mail merge tasks,

and standard business formatting and lay-
out chores. It contains a special address
file manager that facilitates mailing list
applications and form letiers, a telecom-
munications package integrated into the
word processing environment, and a

graphics screen capture and editing pro-
gram.,

Wordstar 2000 is weaker than the
leading programs in sophisticated layout
tasks, especially with proportionally
spaced fonts, frames, graphics, and table
import, but it nonetheless remains a
StTong program.

PERFORMIAMNCE: |

Wordstar 2000 performs well as an
editing tool. Tt has most of the required
tools, although its tab stops will only
perform regular and decimal tabs, not
centered or right-justified tabs. Decimal
tabs can take any character for ihe

| decimal marker but you have to go into

an elaborate customization program to
change the decimal character. Wordstar
hyphenates automatically or manually,
but its hyphenation formula can mishy-







