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| ConTRIBUTING EDITOR
| i Fordstar's Versions 4 through 5.5
/ brought the program within reach
| § of many of the best professional
| g word processing programs, and
| this most recent revision, numbered 6.0,
| offers some uscful improvements. For
| example, Wordstar now supports the
i Hewlett-Packard Laserjet [l panter and
| several new printer fonts. For a more
I| comprehensive look, refer to the January
29 product companson on word process-
|' ing (Page 89) and the July 3, 1989 review

| (Page 55).

.' FEATURES:
| Version 6.0 continues with the Wordstar
| tradition of enhancing the program by
| attachment. In this. as in the previous
| version. the basic Wordstar word process
| ing engine includes attachments that
bring extra features 1o the user without
requiring a major rewrite of the underly-
IDE program.
| One of Wordstar's most - attractive
features has always been its orentation
toward touch-1ypists, those skilled techni-
| cians whose distaste for function keys is
| cxceeded only by their fundamemal
distrust of mice and other pointers. This
| version, like 3.5. has pull-down menus
accessed by Ali-key combinations and a
| point/select system for , using these
menus. Everything can still be done with
Ctrl-key combinations. ]
i This update improves the program’s
| paragraph style function. which attaches
I a group of characieristics including foms;
margins. justification. and line heights 10
a paragraph and all subsequent para-
graphs until the next style code is
inserted. These stvles can be saved by
name and attached as a group. a concept
pioneered 10 microcomputer word pro-
cessing by Microsoft Word and adopied
by most heavy-dutly sysiems. Wordstar's
implementation of this feature is reason-
ably strong and is now "well documented
in the manuals. The program also sup-
ports a varety of new printer fonts, such
as the scalable fonts used i Postscript
and the new Hewlen-Packard Laserjet 111
printer.
| Wordstar 6.0 has page preview. al-
though no editng 15 possible in the
preview maode, The preview shows textin
a wide array of formats. such as magnified
| sections of a page. single pages, facing
pages, myniad thumbnail views, and mul-
tiple pages per screen. lis graphics capa-
bilities remain fair. as Version 6.0 uses
| the same add-on program. Inset, to insert
| screen-capture imagés into 3 document.
i This system is relatively primitive com-
| pared to what is available in Am
Professional. Microsoft Word for -Win-
dows, and Word Perfect 3.1. for example.
Wordstar 6.0 includes a file conver-
sion program called Star Exchange, an-
| other add-on that works about as well as
similar utilites included with such prod-
ucts as Microsoft Word or Word Perfect.
Another utility program, Profinder, pro-
vides 2 file manager and DOS shell, with a
se1 of utilities for creating menus to sclect
programs. and a file management systemn
that lists sorts views, mMOvVes. COpies.
* deletes, and otherwise handles file man-
agement chores. Profinder also has a
| utility that allows you to copy a block
from a viewed file into a Wordstar file.
As in the previous version, Wordstar
has a telecommunications module that

| has been optimized for use with regular
information utilities such as Compuserve
and includes the Xmodem and Xmo
dem-CRC. file transfer protocols. PC-
| Outline, a competent add-on product
| from Brown Bag Software, 15 minimally
| integraled into Wordstar but uses a
| significantly different command syntax
{ and cannot print from Postscript printers.
{ In an enumeration of features, Word-
star 6.0 comes off well in comparison

on, superb page preview,

)hth the heavy-duty market leaders, but it
is stll missing several items, such as

| sophisticated graphics, cross-referencing,

|
|

and mouse support.

PERFORMANCE:

Wordstar's general editing capabilities are
equal to the competition in many arcas,
and touch-typists will love the Cirl-key
editing. Wordstar can edit two files
simultaneously, but like most character-

Update to Wordstar Will Find a Home With Touch-Typists

| Version 6.0 has improved paragraph style functi

“ly selected, an

strong printer support.

based software, it lacks the windowing
flexibility of GUI applications. Wordstar
continues 1o suffer from some minor
limitations, including no right justifica-
tion (not to be confused with full
Justification, which the product sup-
ports), a status line that lacks helpful
information such as which font is current-
inflexible tab
feature, and a somewhat limited date- |
and-time stamping facility. Lacking these !
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