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REVIEWS

or those of you who have waited

patiently for useful applications to

run with Microsoft Windows, your

prayers have been answered — at
least in word processing — with Ami.
This executive word processor from
Samna bears no resemblance to its parent
company’s ponderous office/professional
word processor, Samna Word 2.02, fitting
instead into Microsofi Windows with
elan.

This review is based on scoring and
testing criteria established in our Septem-
ber 26, 1988, product comparison of
executive word processors.

| FEATURES:

Something like a cross between Windows
Write and Microsoft Word, Ami doss
about 80 percent of what an executive
word processing product should do and
does it with a WYSIWYG vengeance —
showing fomts, graphics, and actual line
endings (unlike Windows Write), The
program takes advantage of the Windows
interface to provide a word processing

matting information is displayed on the
PC graphics screen. Much like the
preview functons in such products as
| Wordstar Professional 5.0 or Word Per-
fect 5.0, the Ami screen md.lrmzstype
style, size, and enhancements just as they
appear on paper. Unlike those products,
however, Ami word pmcmng functions
can be performed oo the preview screcn,
which has scveral zoom levels. Format-
tng is completcly dynamic, with every
| change reflected op-screem as it takes
| place.
The concept is terrific and the execu-
| gon quite good, but you'd better have a
fast computer to make Ami perform at 2
reasonable speed. On an 8-MHz 286, the

program is very slow in the graphics |

(layout) mode; there is, however, a draft
mode that temporarily strips out format-
ting for significamly faster text entry. In
layout mode, though, even a modestly
proficient typist can run way ahead of the
display screen, and editing the documem
can be tedious. While full mouse support

environment in which all possible for- |

| Executive word processor especially useful for

is availzble (as with all Windows applica- |

tions), Ami works fastest with keyboard
keys.

| Ami has a standard Windowsstyle |

menu for accessing program functions
such as fonts, edigng functons, the
spelling checker, and file management.
Several DOS functions, such as deleting
and repaming files, can be performed
from the main Ami menu Style sheets
can be accessed from a tear-off menu, and

| @ stack of icons on the left-hand side of
the display lets you access frequent
operations such as the Undo command
and the Print menu (altbough these can
be accessed m other ways as well) by the
ciick of a mouse.

Ami imports a variety of formats and
handles fonts with great facility. Graphics
compatible with Windows can be import-

| ed and included in a documemt with ease.
| Curiousty, however, there is no way to got
‘ a-Micnenft Ward dormment it Amid
u without removing all formatting mform&
| donin the process.

| Ami's graphics sysiem usss Eram.e.s,
| which are variously sized boxes inserted

I

J |

Amf has ﬁneforrt and style handling. There are predefined and user-craated s(yfes as
well as a cholce of screen fonts {mcfudmg typeface, color, and styles).

Windows-Based Samna Ami

Takes WYSIW

people who need reasonably fancy formatting.
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to the desired size. Regular text can flow

| around the frame or the frame can be

overlaid on the text Frames contain
either text or graphics data, and you can
import a number of graptic file types into
the frame for resizing.

Although the product lacks mail
merge, a serious omission for office vse,
and has few of the enhancements related
to complex document preparation, such
as indexing, footno?.e.s, tables of contents,
sorting, math, and similar functions, its
admirable formatting capabilities earmn it
an important placc as one of the first
serious Windows word processing sys-
1ems.

PERFORSIANCE:
Ami’s editing capabilities include an easy
copy/cut-and-paste feature that uses the

| Windows clipboard (widch lets you ex-

change data with other applications) and
easy moust or keybuerd cursor move-
ments. Four types of tab stops arc casily
defined, and the screen display shows
peze numbers. However, the program
requires practically everything to work
with the pre- or user-defined styles; for
example, there is no indent tab other than
what is included as part of a defined style.
The search-and-replace feature is reason-
ably quick but was occasionally inconsis-

tent in replacing words. Other atiractive
ftemns include a rcvent function for
returning to a pre-edit version of a file,
multiple document views, and a

You have the option of replacing one
time or all occurrences, but the choices
rormbmmwordsmoﬂmsumor
obscure (such as thegn, thane, chorehly,
'm scollop). m&e by these prob-
we can rate spelling
fmtmesmlnghermanemti et

as a choice of screen fonts (inciuding
typeface, color, and styles). The Modify
Style menn makes it easy 10 change
typefaces and add enhancements.

A wide selection of fonts is available
with and bandled by the Windows
operating environment  Soft fonis such as |
Bitstream Fontware or HP Type Direc-
tor/CG Fonts can be used with Ami, and
the draft and layout modes let you get the
best of free-form text entering and editing
and WYSIWYG layout and styles You
can store a style containing mformation
such as a letterhead or 2 memo form, and
youmnuselhatsty[cwnharwﬂhnmthe

printers through Windows, inchuding
Pbslscnp'landtheI{PI.asma,and:an
print all or part of a document n reverss
or collated onder. We rate fonts and styles

excellent

Graphics integrate well into Ami,
either through a direct import of file types
such as PCX and TIFF or throngh
Windows clipboard imports. Frames for
hnlﬂmgenhertmorgmph:mmn-odnce
i for text construc-

layout function that handles complex
layout chores, such as columns, easily and
visually. If you like, you can balance
columns and modify line and paragraph
spacing independemly. Ami lets you
display the cwrrent or system date. We

[ integrated
Ami is quite large with 130,000 words. It
checks spelling only from the cursor to
the end, so if you want to spell check the
entire document you have to move. the

| cursor to the beginning befor: starting.

The dictionary contains scveral words not
in Bebster's Nimth New Collegiate Dictio-
nary (thens, whsle, whse, scil, whinsey};
presumably several of these “words™ are
typos or abbreviations, Stll, it
wuld bebsm:rmlﬁtheusarmidm

While you can skip each word or all
occurrences of a word, add words to the
dictionary, and get a count of number of
words chegked, there is no spelling check
01‘ words inside a text/graphics frame.
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HP Laserjet IID
| Turbo Pascal, Version 5.0

Autocad, Reloase 10 vinnnninimsnsssssnnes 10

nuneasﬂyusedlomepa:emwmgmd
complicated documents Ami will draw
lines with fill patterns between colimns
or around pages, and you can select line
styles and color; you can print in color if
suppﬂrtﬁd by the primter. The layout

mode permits the user to ses an exact
meplica of the frame graphic. Thess
features earn Ami a very good rating for
graphics.

All this good stuff comes at the price of
speed, unless you are working in the draft
mode, which is quite fast. While Ami is
relatively fm.:l.refurmmtmgmnm
very slow when you manually scroll
through the document in layout mode
and during spelling checking. The pro-
gram also. makes beavy use of disk files
and, 2s 3 result, disk speed can have an

2000, Word Ferfect 5.0, and, of course,
Samna Word. In addition, the program
will import several graphics formats. We
rate compatibility very good Unforis-
nately this version of the product does not
import IBM Document Content Archi-
tecture (DCA) forat files. Additional
formats will bc madc available in the
future,

W‘I‘A‘l’lﬂﬂ:
| nice o ic basic infor-
ded 1o Ami The
msglﬂdcoﬂhsahmcgundcmmmm
program functions and a reference guide
based on menu items that appear in the
dialog boxes The explanations are very

nicely presented, with good examples and

| imto the middle of the text and expanded
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