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Upstart Word Processor Adds

New Features, Improvements

5 ByJoIlnl.ombqrdl Revuechurd

| 'Ambng word. proce&smg cognoscenti,
Office Writer is the upstart whose con-
| tinuing bid to challenge Wang’s dedicat-
! ed word processing and Multimate’s PC-

based Wang clone inspires admiration.
- Over the years Office Writer has contin-
‘ued to improve as an office/professional

word processor, and the new Version 6.0
is a useful upgrade with a variety of new ~

features and improvements.
Office Writer’ s Wang/Multimate imi-

‘tation places it in the page-processing
‘class of word processofs, requiring man-
\ual repagination, But it performs as easily
‘a5 most ducumcnt-proceﬁlng packages

and offers several advantages over Ml.lhi-
madte, iis pnmary competitor. -

Our review of Office’ Writer 6:0 is
based on criteria established
March 28 Office/Professional Word Pro-
cessing product comparison and uses the
same test files and hardware configura-

- tion for testing.

FEATURES:

. Office Writer's principal distinguishing

feature is -and always has been llS_
effective imitation of the Wang system|s

“user interface and design: The program

menus and keyboard closely emulate
Wang terminals, and in environments
where dedicated Wang systems coexist
with PC-based word processing, this
emulation makes Office Writer an ub\q-
ous choice.

Office Writer will move, copy, and

. paste text or coliimns. It will also move

sections from oné document into an-
other, although the process is a little
cumbersome and would be much better
implemented through a muihple—docu—

- ment window system. The program can

delete formatting codes, center indi-
vidual lines, handle decimal columns,
jump from word to word, underline and
boldface, apd handle other basic format-
iing and editing requirements, Its print-
time formatting includes features such as
headers and footers, page numbering and
offsetting, uronomonal spacing support,
and the like:

Version 6.0 contains a number of
cnhancoments for lascr printers, There
and Office
Writer allows you Lo use 60 resident fonts
at once, Fostscript is supported, and

- although the program is not WYSIWYG,

~wordwraps and line breaks are arranged

in the

‘word = processors,

according to'ch'amcler widths. 50 the on-

‘screen line breaks match the final output.”

“Office Writer's core module of basic

word processing can be enhanced in a =
variety of ways. Office Solutions sells a-

separate graphics package for inserting
graphics elements into. Office Writer
documents. Keyboard macros are pro-
vided as a scparate memory-resident

-utility, and they can be used outside of

Office Writer in other programs. While

_it's nice having the macros as a memory-
-resident utility, it uses memory that

becomes unavailable for Office Writer
documents— although it only occu piesa

total of 16K, -~

Office Writer supports-standard docu-
ment transfer formats through the inclu-
sion of Officélink, an add-on module,
which has special capabilities for Wang-
originated documents. Adding to its
utility in an office environment, the
Office Writer mail-merge and form letter
module is sophisticated -and includes
variables, sorting, and selecting.. Math
capabilities for columns or rows in 1ext
also enhance the program’s utility. |

The program has a superior graphics
preview system for illustrating what the
final document will look like, including
scaled font sizes and a zoom [eature,
Complete with rulers that expand with
the zoom to indicate line and text length,
the preview system is quite effective. -

When compdred to other high-end PC
however, Office
Writer's features list is average, and
editing functions can occasionally be
clumsy. For example, to delete text you

must block. it-out using the Delete key -

and cursor, although there are facilities
for simply deleting single characters or
words, Inserting text is quick and effec-
tive in Office Writer's “push-ahead™
mode and operates like most word
processors, but the program blocks out
most editing commands when using the
antiquated “drap-down" inserl mode, a
throwback to the days of dedicated word

' DIOCESSINg.

2.
Office Writer facks many bells and

" whistles that characterize top products

such as Word Perfect 5.0 or Wordstar

2000, Release 3. For example, the .
* program does not center blocks or

provide automatic case changing, and
lines cannot be positioned flush nght
Conditional end-of:page breaks require

¢

user mlcmcunn during pagination. and

| the program can’t insert non-printing

comments inlo the text A code for the
date and time can be included, but it will
not automatically spell-out the date and
time in the ‘document.: The program
cannot number lines or generale special-
ized lists. Another weakness is that the
program limins file size 1o 34K — less
.than the previous version — or about 90
singjc—spﬂca:d pages on 2'640K System.

PERFORMANCE. i
For.correspondence. Offive Wmcr per-
forms well overall. Tab' support is limiled

but easy to use. and tabs cart be moved.

“with hittle effort. The column copy.. is

| effective, and the find and replace feature
1 ma[m_ams capitalization. The drop-down -

insert mode is less elfective: than the

| push-ahead method, but both features
| work well. Based on our crileria. we mke
| memos and correspondence good.

As in previous versions. the spelling

| ‘checker and thesaurus offer effective
. performance in Version 6.0. The speller

| performs global replaces, and case sensi-
| tivity is selectable. The thesaurus is great.
with  alternatives provided as cither

i synonyms or related words, Overall, the
| sp__elling checker and thesaurus are very
| useful and well-designed, and we e

| them very good.

Mail-merge functions take maximal

|advantage of Office Writer's useful form

template system. Inform. Entering dala
linto specially defined fields in an“on-
\screen, custom form is very casy, and
user-prompted information is accepted.
The system also accepts ASCII data files.

Mail merge permits a full set 'of condi-
tional selection eriteria (equal, not-equal.
or, ctc.) but still has awkward single-

character field labels for wvariables in ~
form letters or other documents. Office -

Writer's mail merge is useful. full-
featured, and generally easy to pse. We
rate mail merge very good.

| OfFice: Writer's outline feature renum-
bers the outline as changes are made and

' permits a user-definable numbering sys-

tem. It supports up to seven levels. It does
nol include, however, the capability to
expand or contract the body text within
the outline, which reduces its utility as a
classic obtliner. After cditing an existing
“outline, you often need to repaginate to
see proper numbering. According 10 oyr
eriteria,  the Office Writer  outlining
feature rates a score of good.

.1 The table of contents and indesng
capabllmes are effective, although eut-
line and scction markers remain in the
text, which is undesirable. The indexs uses

2 hevwond-type fike and lem v ou create

Hengthy search amd replace tasks A
* speedier-than-average performer, W
0!1“1“: Writer's speed good.

With o spevial st of documen
wanslation utihities that do Wisndstar
Multimute, and Wang formats, maidih-

_tion o the standand POUARE T aad

spevzal =21 of hevwands sl for imdievne.
many diferent documenes You canooen-
erate a-table of contents from un-outhme
Table of contents and inden, generagion
meet vur standards for @ good Kone

The footnating capatility wses 4 e
windowing svstem, and iy pertoeminge:
IS On & par with the betrer togh- mmmr
word processors, You can jump betwes
foutnuting and references., and in ;uuml
the feature vpermtes well W e sl
noling good. o

Ahhough -OfTice Wrter Has a4 nice
decument hustory soreen and suppaorts
stikeout, 11 does not have o redlimng
facility. Consequently. we mte document
tracking poor. 4

Font and stle  management ases
menus, and macros can be used wdetine
stvless Office Writer contans greath
upgraded font support Fonat wlecnen 1«
simple once you have Oselected the
appropriste ponter The page previes
feature docs noe show fonts. bl it adees
show other atir 1?"1.110 Suech e m'\k"ﬁn
ing, sire, and i
system for selecting X 3
font 15 in portrant mode and the exaet
ont (e casts for voun prumerfom
combination. Any differenees regaee the
use af a powerful pnnter doser andd hent
file manager for changimg codes e et
landscape anentation ot W adinsy g
selected furit's chardcter sct. W rate
fonts and style sheets sansBcton

=Office Writer privades: no amernal
graphics integranon, althoueh a sepasie
program s avadable from (e Sela-
dtons that provides griphes sugport
Unfortundtely, there somo dicussion m
the Office Writer dovumentation a8 w
how this utility 15 interated

Speed ol operation has been nnprosed
5i5ni1‘icunl]‘\_ sty throglthe capabsis
[ty 4o tom off sereen updating oy

ASCIL we rate compsitibthis of O,
Writer encellent - .

DOCUMENTATION:

The Office Writer packiage conigins o
varety of muanuals and Booklcrs T -
imanial

large “Learming Offiwe Voo™

offers the best gunde o the progeam with
chapters covenng mwicavngh comiles
and speviabsed Features. Paamples s

ginkd and eaplanatons comypivie

WORD PROCESSING @ INFOWORL! CCHAARKS
_ Otfke Qifice | | weed
- | Writer Writer . | Wed Partest
60 50 a4 i 1
Fﬂ. : = L s
| Load 1T L iie re L [
. |Save & continua 1.1 ;
| Import ASCH 7.4 2 i
Export ASGII ; 20.2 Ky
Import DCA 13.1 T :
Cursor = v
Top to bottom 1.5 a7 |
Manual scroil 94.3 1033 i
Raformat 15.0 190
Soarch i
Lostword . a8 24 !
Replaca. 4.5 o 1
| Appsnd document 28 it i
mlrms In secands. ¢
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