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Since then, Volkswriter has evotved

stndﬂymtuasnmgmd

processor,
scquiring polish as well as a list of features

uﬂmpahihnesﬂ'latputxtmthenmmg
" :with . the best word processors in the

business. )

.The .newest version, Volkswriter 3,
adds 3 large spelling dictionary, mathemati-
cal cagabilities, sorting, format files, and a
variety of oew iility programs to what is
stlt the clesn, flexible package that we've
iked in the past (“Volkswriter’s Revision
Sports Better Manual, Improved Speed,”
September 23, 1984, ang “Review: Valks-
writer Deluxe,” Apl 16, 1985). The beasic
Voliswriter style remains, so the new
Volkswriter ought to appeal to much the
same population as its previous versions.

FEATURES: Volkswriter 3 offers
mnnda‘a_ble — and sophisticated —

b and changes to
deaﬂyqnalliythswdateasamm
revision over Version 2.2. In addition,
powerful standard features such as speed,
case of use, powarful formatting capabili-
ties, user-defmable keyboard, screen dis-
play, and printer suppert have remained

unchanged, .
Some of the refinements affect the way

ing, superscripts and subscripts,
overstriking, and special fonts. This new

e m:ﬁhm of styrn sheets,

here is a\m miete gene for docwent lauot ami

Mguu. here's an w al a sisspelied word using he spelling

Lifetyee Software has added a 170.000-word spelling checker fo Volkswriter 3, the compa-

ny's fast, easy-lo-nse, ond very flexible word processor,

Ineyslmbenmlnesmedlctmarymrch
Depending on where the dictionary is

stored (floppy disk, bard disk, or RAM

disk}, the response ranges fmm fast to

* the word in guestion against its dictionary;

if jt finds a misspelling, it provides a yoenu
that offers users a wide range of options, in-
cluding searching for possible replace-
ments, typing in a new spelling, or adding
the word to 2 temporary personal dictio-
nary. :

Even more helpful s the fact that the
spelfer maintaing a rary dictionary

mg each session of Vold

da with the numbers. Calculating by row,
single column, multiple columns, or cross
footings are some of the options you have.
The math function works well but
requires considerahle care in preparing the
tables to be calculated in ovder to get
maximum advantage out of the function.
Although Valkswriter uses standard math
symbols for its calculations — such as plus,
minus, mutply, divide, parentheses, at,
and percent symbals. — such symbols can
be left out of the printed results ¥ that
would improve its appearance.
Sarting is a useful function that has been
ing up on some advanced word

1

durmg

grows to mclude those words you use most
often; thus, the longer you use the spelting
checkey at a particelar session, the faster it

The dictionary also provides the basic
mformauon for the autamatic hyphenation
H i to other hyphenators,
sm:hasthennemehta.rSﬁ ‘this one is
a marve). It warks unabtrusively, does an
excellent job of hyphenating correctly, and
cam be turned on and off. -

Volkswriter 3 aiso allows the hyphen-
ation zome to be changed, in order to

‘hyphenate more or fewer words. The”

hyphenation za0e is an area four to eight
characters wide at the right margin.

. Volkswriter begins looking for an apgropri-
when

ate “hreak” in the word being typed

the hyphenation zone is reached; the wider
the zone, the fewer liyphenated words your
document will have, but the more ragged
the right margm will appear. If you're using
right-justified text, mare space will appear
between words.

In short, the spelling and hyphenation
feature works exceedingty well and defays
the operatian of this program very little.
We couldn’t get the program to lose
characters, either when hyphenating or
typing at a very fast pare. Although there is
a slight delay at the end of each line while
Volkswriter checks out hyphenation possi-
hilities, this delay, even without a RAM or
hard disk, is barely noticeable.

Ma!.h apahilmes sreally enhance the

of word p

Programs;
Vnnswmer 3‘s math fw:r:hnn is no

versatile, l.hsiul:ﬂnsmemllymem
whenptmgtxﬂnsmdhsts

The math feature is invoked with a
single function key once the appropriate
table, cohamn, or row is markad as a block.
Then a series of options appear on a menu
10 belp determine what Volkswriter should

processors recently. It can be done on any
marked block. The sort routine is relatively
simple, sorting whole lines only and
ignaring case. [t can do either ascending or
descending sorts or fiekls defined by the
column block function.

Ta use this sort feature most effective-
ly. Volkswriter recommends putting data
into fixed column form. For example, when
sorting names, line up last names and first
names in separate columns. While not a
substitute for a sophisticated sarting utility,
Volkswriter's sort function can be useful
when preparing a variety of lists.

Another major change in this version of
Volkswriter is the inclusion aof style-sheet
and layout information stored as part of a
document. Previous versions stored a
document’s format information separately
from the text: now all format specifications
are stored within the document itself. In
addition, special style sheets can be created
and stored on disk. Such style shests will

then be automatically associated with the .

document that has a masching file-name
extension. -

Volkswriter 3 also has 2 spedal functian
key that invckes an elaborate but relatively
easy-to-use set of menus to help specify
document layout. The program allows up
to 15 different layouts to be used in any sin-
gle document, so it is possible to have one
{ayout specified (or text, ancther for tables,
a third for quoted passages, and so on.
Then when typing a document, you simpfy
choose the appropriate defined layout for
the section in question.

If you later want to change the layout,
Volkswriter will reformat the text to match

the new layout, When the decument is

stored on dizgk, all the laycut information is
stored with it and is instantly available
whenever you reedit or print the
document.

Although the manual could have been
somewhat clearer about the various ways
to use layouts and style sheets effectively,
the pragram works exceedingly well and is
a MAOT improvement over previous ver-
sions of Yolkswriter, In fact, these features
make Volkswriter competitive with pro-
grams like Microsoft Word, which pioneer-
ed the uge af such style sheets.

Finally, in the major revision categocy,

Vergion 3 offers 2 wide range of utility

functions that improve the versatifity of the.
progranmi, For example, most DOS com-
mands can be entered on 2 commard fine
provided within Volkswriter (the actual
process is to exit from editing a document
and 2gk for the DOS command [line);
Voikswriter then starts a DOS “'shell” that
allows other programs to be run, as long as
they do not need to be stored permne.ntly
n working memory (the mamual is quite
clear about which DOS commands will
work under specific conditions). When you
have finished with a DGS fiumction, yott
issue the exit command to return instantly
to Valkswriter, with everything just as it
was before.

In a commendable effort to make

Volkewriter fit o an integrated wocd
processing environment, this program has
utilities that convert Volkswriter files into
[BM's Document Content Architecture
format and back again. Additionally, anoth-
er utility converts files between Valks-
writer and Wordstar 3.3 and back but
anfortunately doesn't work for Wordstar
2000. .
Although these utility programs work
effectively, they are not as flexible as we
would like; for example, the Wordstar
converter only does one file at 2 time, on
the presumptiop that this conversion will
only be used occasionally,

Volkswriter 3 can also accept and
export straight ASCII files in a rumber of
ways, and the utilities section includes
facilities for editing the spelling and
hyphenation dictionaries.

Volkswriter's block operatons work
flawlessly, although they are still one-time-
only functions. To-move a block to twa
different places you must mark the block,
move it, then remark it to move the same
block again, since the block markers

REPORT CARD
VOLKSWRITER 3
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Performania o000 =3a
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Fast, usylame.powedul,andwry
ﬂm‘bée Volkswriter 3 is an admirable
p of an already successful
word processimg product. The addition
of math, spelling, and much improved
style and layout capabdities bring this
featire-laden MS-DOS program within
range of the best in the fiedd Not copy-
protected.

BRNNANT NHCLES

List price, $295; registered users of
mmmmmupm:defor&%
- Vexsion tested (1.0) avadable for [BM
PC, PCXT PC ‘AT, 3270 PC, and
running PC- or MS-DOS
20 or ister; PC- or MS-DOS o
‘required for print g
256K RAM, two double-sided floppy
disk drives or hard disk drive. Lifetree
Software Inc., 411 Pacific $t, Moote-
rey, CA 93940; (408) 373-4718.
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" -.can be handied roptinely in Valkswriter.
-'Merrqm-_-sudtasan impeoperly .
: " A

. ‘performance.
: Volksmtenssudmhrgemﬂut
‘ouaﬂml-ﬂoppysystem it takes two disks

iy needed for program
- dictionary filex With a hard disk, the
:pmgnmwksiastet Ix.l.teveuunarlual-

_pmmlorcfermﬁledmanaryfur

- -hyphendtion information.

~Volkswriter 3 is also a weli-behaved
pmgrmmlhatnwﬂnmund«the[ﬂm
Topview manager. It will also coexist with
. memory-resident programs — such as
Sidelack — without difficulty.
. DOCUMENTATION: As has been a
- characteristic of ti'us‘pmgmm over the
_,years. the mmmal improves ‘lﬂﬂl each

Volkswriter uses what it calls “spill”
files to hold any text that is larger than
avaitable memory. This means that excess
text is stored in temporary fites on disk
until peeded; urdortunately you can easily
scrambie such files if you remove the disk
befare saving them,-However, Valkswriler

_ provides you with freguent and dramatic

aksa offers the option of creating automatic
backups as a safety feature, When using the

program on a hard disk, of course, the .

is minmaal since the hard disk can't

such as the ones related to msufficient
memoery, with considerable grace and no
lost data. In general, error recovery is very
guod and error messages informative and

SUPPORT. ankswm:rs publuher
LHetree, hag an ovtstanding -record of
support. Its fine is staffed by knowl-
edgeable people who have the right
answers, and updates are mailed to regis-
tered users along with additional informa-
tion abgul program fixes or uses.

- In facl, the update policies of this
company are excellenl, providing the
newest versions Lo registered users at
reasonzble fees. Moreover, the company

F——

rfoWorls

does not copy protect its disks, making the

Program much easier te use and more

retiable.
VALUE.Thepmeorllhﬁprognmis
now at the [ow end af the high-quality word
market, yet it continues to add

processar mar .
features and functions. With a speling
checker, texi-merge list processing;-math -

_capabilities, and a powerful text-{ormatting
capacdy.uuspmmmlsawrygmdvam
indeed. Lifetree has a vartety of licensing
. agreements available, and the company
says the program can run on a network.
Users who have complex formatting or
printing needs, use a variety of prinlers, or
need math functions or spedling checking
will find this a very good program. Those
who are looking for excellent. easy-to-use
ward peocessing may discover that this

. program has an ideal combination of ¢ase of

use, accessibility, - power, and price.
Valkswriter ¢ s a highly rec |
ed pragram.

. to start; the first disk starts loading the «-

For the Apple Ii:

Lots of Features
Atalllel'l:e

By Cynthla E. Field
Review Board

Mouse Word s the third program in a
series from French publisher International

Volkswriter” 3's

Soluti that brings the well-known

very:mdlmmemweuiﬂle\'emmzz

_docmmentation, with additional informatian
10 listrate the new features.

" - The manual is clear and well-written,
and. includes a comprehensive mdex. The
segtion on the math feature is especially

“good, whie the part on style sheet and
layout explanations is less satisfactory
(some additional examples on style and
fayout woulkd have been helpful). And the

janations of the complexities of printer
.'a.mport aiternative keyboard, screen, and
printing tables, while accurate and reason-
ably complete, are not designed for
' As a printed product, the manuai is an
excelient example of what can be done
when using Voikswriter 3 with a Hewlett-
Packard laser printer.
EASE ‘OF LEARNING: This version

-O{Vulkswnerlsnotqmeasmytoleam

ily because the

- nature of the on-screen menug and com-
mands, and the good mamial bring users 1o
a reasopable bevel of proficiency rather
quickly. Within the group of high-evel
ward pracessing programs, Yolkswritey 3
is one of the easiest to learn. While some of
the layout and style concepts may be
difficult for novice word processing users, it
is easy to start using the program and
relatively easy to Jearn how to use its more
powerful features.

EASE OF USE: Volkswriter 3, like
earlier versions, is easy to use. Il is a
function-key oriented peogram that imple-
ments features by combining function keys
with other keys such as the shift, control,
or alternative’keys. The advantage of this is-
that function keys appear to be somewhat
easier to learn. The disadvantage is that
they are Jess easy to use when typing.
Volkswriter shoult mmplement a contral-

- ey system in addition to the function-key

. system, foc mvoking special features and

espeaa!ly for editing and cursor oonLrol

. On-=screen help has been grr.atly im-
praved over earlier versions, and menus
A8 December 23, 1985  InfoWorld

Macintosh user interface o the Apple Fl
line. A mouse-controlled word processor, it
jains ils siblirigs, Mouse Calc, 3 spreadsheet
program, and Mouse Budgel, a personal
finance program, it the Apple Il software
markel,

¥ you are thinking of making the shift
from a keyboard-griven word processor to
a mouse-drivén one for personal or profes-
sional use, you wauld be remiss not to fry
Mouse Word. 11's availabke for the Appie
Tle, with-ar wilhoat the Fead-only memory
(ROM) chip upgrade, and lor the Apple 1lv.

FEATURES: Mouse Word olfers »

‘muttituge-of featores without confusinon or |

clutter. The screen is about asclean as you
¢an expect from a Maaatoshiike program.
The menu bar highlights intuitive word

- processing choices: ?, file, edit, format,

peinl, display, and communications imenus.

- With 2 po'ml and a click of (he muouse
button, the ? menu pulls down Lo shaw the
name of the filke currently in memory, the
name of the curreat volume, the amount of
memory used. and the amount of memory
remaining. Mouse Word measures memory
ncharaclers (roughly equivalent to bytes):
there is about a 47,000-charatter limic for
any one document.

The file menu conlains Mouse Ward's
document and disk management features:
new. open. insert, save, ‘delete, select a
volume, create a subdirectory, calalng,
format 2 disk, and quil. The menu also
provides access 1o “'glassanies.” which are
special files {hat save time by lelting you
store and Lhen recall often-used phrases.

For. example, you coukl put your
company’s name wte Lhe glossary, sinred
under a speciic "'code’ leller; yots conthd
Lhen insest the company namc inlo text al
any time simply by peessing ““open apphe-g”
and typing Lhe code letler you selecied.

Mouse Word's edit wmenu lels yau
manipulale text wsing the cul, copy, and
paste nptions and using the find and replace

Cynthia E. Field is a freedance writer who
reguiarly contridutes tn romputer publica
tions and lectures at an Eost Coaxt
niversity.

L

fnternational Solutions” Mouse Ward hrings a Marirtoskike ensiromment. compleie

with puil-down menus, to Appie e and He computers.

Mlegs an
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functums. The odit menn als
urube feature hat atlaws you o
previously sckected command.

The grogram normally e i ik
when wriling, so that nserhng text m e
middk: of i ke pristues existing (o3l 1o one
sde, It's possible 1o change  thal 10
overstrike amsde, whese lext von et
replaces erstng W, You ean also cause
ibe progenn (o display carrkie et
cenles. :

The formil kv offers leatues T
packaging yom leat by chaming mangimns.,
1abs, pilch, arwd spaiwng. Page lonmalimg e
determined hiere, too, You van continl Lap,
hottomr, and  paragraph  mmgms, page
numbeoing apOoas, atk leaders aod ool
ors. Farnutiing conunands, i hwding ihnr'-u‘_

far underhining and tmkHac mp: Ak embent

ded in the {ext.

I you do stalistival Lyping o prepare
invoices and slatemeats, the 1al) dermal
point and decimal place features assure Qui
your colunus ol nambers will hae ap
peoperly.

S0 (at you won't have tn yeach A
desk caleulator, Manse Wonl does nuth.
Nat only does 1he Tiiilt-m calonlaini alfer
the fonr baxic funetums of addhihon, subtrac
tiom, culiiphcation, and div it also
offers advaneed  mathematical  fimenons
such as lrigennieeinye and Woolean apeia
}ions.,

The defaals format wandow 1els you set

up 3wt save 1he page {ormals you nse
romtinely. All margins (op, bottom, et
ngbt, and paragmpi) can be preser. The
paper length amt nwiber of pri mtwl Tines
can he defined. Pitch (16, 12, or 15V can be
selected. Either single shwel o conf s
form paper can be used.

Business users anil athers whn send
tarm letters will appreciate Muouse Wand's
mail-merge capabiblics. This pevsonalizsd

foren ketter function is accessenl Tpon the
“prugt mena. You can either prd 1he [e11e
with names and addresses previonsh saved
nea vieahle Gile, ar tyge the tames and el
e (on any other desired dieest it e
eaclt belter drom Bl keybosnd, wath the

i petipiing vou don the mlnmmalem

m
tf qprands,

Monne Wird  suppents a0 ountber ol
pogulian dot matrscand ketter guahty prag
era, wn luding {hose frome Appke. b paon, ek
hather, IE yowm p
windels bsted, yon can arvess aisd changre
praser ophas to sed panye, T asmnber of
stup and dac tats amtualizaten and pontes
neters as geguned
(e yau save these values om the Miorese
Wond dhisk, vour do ol needd (o econfipune

yorir punter cach tme von wae (he

progiam

Fhe dequday . mene shows ven e
oenatted document priar t sending 1o
the prster or madem. Page veake are
represenpted as bioken lines,

Moz Wand's comuninge atsons fratuce
woamther wiell word pros essang lpiet
ot Tome ot pfine use In berumal nde

yau 1 an sed o pecenve et 1 van want ta
comien 1wt g ompecive o hey welecred
minnnates | sesles

van uwe the
antomate log e il ady vicated Tw
Mouse  Word's  developers Fooo athem
reHmGHiEmS. OB can aealr Yot own
astomate: log an hles 1o speed up and
S YO Comniw atmns 1asks

Maonse Wanih hiles can Be okesl watly
spresndsheets tvone 1he fnnds Mewise Uab |
fromn Applewnekes amd Moltpkan, and wah
database e viested by Quak Fde oy
Applewsu ks . ¢

PERFORMANCE: Monse Wonk juny
{onned satisfactonly m alt 1espects Monse
Worid doex vl go overhaard on using 1he
mowese ankerizee and pall down memas
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