Moptown’s moppelts teach kids logical reasoning

Hy John Lombrarlil

Can Gribbits and Bibbits teach chil-
dren logic* Apple Computer’'s Special
Delivery Software provides a nifty little
game cailed Moptown thai tesls a
child's skill against the moppets of
Moplown. . i

The moppets come in various
shapes, colors and types. You can have
16 difierent moppetls that combine red
or blue, fat or thin, 121l or short, Gribbit
or Bibbil IGribbits have 1ails}.

The trick to this game is to develop
ruies for the combination of these

10 moppets displayed on the screen. I
you build a correct twin, you get a
pleasant set of heeps and flashes as a
reward: if vou goof, you are chided and
vou can uy again.

Dther gaines in Moplown let yvou fig-
ure out what is ditferent aboul a set ol
moppets orwho comes nextin aseries
of differenlt moppets. As the games be-
come more complex, the reasaning re-
quired to figure oul which
combinalion of characieristics 1§
called for also grows mosre complex.
The last game, Moptown Hotel, re-

quires a several-dimension comhina-
tiun of charasteristics.

‘The siquence of games, with color
graphics by a gifled 11-yvuar-old, pro-
vides an excelient experience for
elementany-schaol ehildren. In a tho-
roughly unscientific sample, 1 tested
this game on a mildly computer-
literate sixth-grader who found muost
of the gamres fun, exciling, inltiguing
and “neal.” .

My L3-vear-old, with the disdain ap-
prupriate Lo this age group, found the
programs Lo easy. although he had o

admit hat they were well presented
and drsignel.

Wha can tell how elleclive games
Tike this are in ieaching semething as
campes as logic and reasoning? Stilt,
it vou use the games with ulher cliss-
raom actisilies that develop similac
skills, they could provide a pleasant e
inlorcement )

EASE OF USE: Any elemaentary
school ebild whi can tur un the com-
puter and play a-game can use this
progrant. Ws prompls ane nsually clea
See Maptawn, page 5
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characieristics for a variety. of pur-
poses. Each game teaches a different
aspect of lugical reasoning,
FEATURES: The package consists of
a master disk, a hackup disk, a eom-’
plete and usefu} manual and the pro-
grams. The programs work on an
Apple that has at least 48K, one disk
and Applesoft. Although you can play
some of the games with a green screen
or black-and-white monitor, the pack-
age really requires a color monitor or
Tv.
PERFORMANCE: The Moplown
programs work well. Although the
manual is good and complete, most
children and their parents or teachers
won't need the manual because the
on-screen instructions give the neces-
sary information. Moreover, these in-
structions are almost atways available
during the game at the touch of a key.

The graphic presentation of the var-
ious scenes and figures shows imagi-
nation and skill. Each game in the
progression of activities that consti-
tute Moptown illusirates some aspect
of logical reasaning. The games use
the 16 different combinations of char-
acleristics that periain to the inhabi-
tants of this make-believe town.”

For example, the game Make My
TFwin aliows the player to build twins
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Concurrent CP/M;

-you::possibilitieé with

you can write text while printing other documents. For
the first ime you can edit programs while your program

If you have to wait impatiently for your personal
corputer to finish 2 job before moving on to another
task, yau need Concurrent CP/M. This new software tech-
nology from Digital Research increases the productivity
of your IBM PC by aliowing you to do mare with it.

Using Concurrent CP/M, you can run several
programs simultaneocusly, switching instantly from one
program to another. For the first ime you can write a letter

compites. Concurrent CP/M is the best investment
you can make in microcomputing because it multiplies
the value of your hardware and lets you usé all the CP/M
compatible programs. And if you're developing software,
it ensures that you're on the crest of the hottest new
wave in the business.

. So quadruple the effectiveness of your IBM Per-
sonal Computer with Concurrent CP/M. See your local

while you do your financia) planning. For the first time

microcomputer dealer.

Now your IBM PC cando
more than one thingata time.
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wmk wuh files larger than that, the
menu allows you to unlink and relkink

" these blocks of text.
EASEOFUSE: You have to know BA-
SIC. Por example, to change the de-
fault parameters for printing, you
must list the pmgram and alter lines of
code.

The program comes configured to
drive an Epson printer using a driver
called .PRINTER. To reconfigure il, you
have 10 be familiar with BASIC, since,
ance again, you must list 1he program
and alter paris of the code. ] )

" The Umitatons imposed by BASIC
are evident elsewhere. After every 250
lines, you must type Control-Q to en-
ter into file memory what you've just
creafed’ anouts to’ the screen and

-t
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ERROR HANDLING: Most of my
time leaming the program was spent
recovering from errors and trying to
gel back into the damed program. |
was not always successful.

fyou simply start the program, load
the file called SAMPLE and press car
riage retum to print it on the screen,
you gei the first three lines of the file
and then ILLEGAL QUANTITY ERROR
in 850!

There are innumerable ways to get
dumped out. After quitting you gel
the prompt Overwrite of FILE

to drive #: . I, al this point,
you type a lelter instead of the ex-
pected number, you get the message
FILE NOT FOUND ERROR IN 2530 and
get thmwn out of the program to the
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BASIC prompi.
Sometimes, whilc editing a line, if

you insert more than 253 characters,

yott will he thrown out again-—this
lime wilh a stack-overflow message. In

fact, if you have specified a hard-disk -

drive as the device, you can't save your
file at all, because the program doesn't
recognize the device!

You'll get thrown out if you try 1o:
® Do a globai copy or delete specify-
ing lines that are out of range. Mes-
sage: ILLEGAL QUANTITY ERROR N
3690.
® Mistype a flename during load.
Message: PATH NOT FOUND ERROR
IN610.
® Type a filename after you've used
the default drive as parl of a file
pathname. Message: FILES BUSY ER-

ventlrnm S 27O S a0

ROB IN 3840.

® Try to enter a pathname for a file.
You must enter. the drive number,
then: carriage return, then the fite-
name. 1f you enter a paihhame, then
press Return twice, you will get the
first line fror your file followed by an-
other prompi for a filename. A1 this

. paint. if you enter the filename again; -

you get PATH NOT FOUND ERROR IN
610.

One whole page of the documenta:
tiont is devoted to procedures to gel
back into the program. Typing GOTO
4320 saves the tex! you have in mem- -
ory; typing GOTC 1000 allows you 1o
reenter the edilor.

The program does nat load any text’

‘file excepi those marked ‘as- Word .

Weaver files. In faci, cataloging a disk

L gives a list of only files Word We.wer .

put on disk.
The pmgram is |ust ioo eaav_ to:

.crash, . K

DD(:UMENTA’I‘]ON' . Ihe 5% 7-rch

| vinyl-covered ring binder has only 36’

pages with no tultorial, although there
isafile called SAMPLE provided. There
are four appendices explaining proce-
dures such as how ta recover afier an
error has thrown you out of the pro-

See Word tVeaver. page 60

Moptown

confinued from page 57
and ils instructions are good.
The most useful enviranment for
' this Moptown package is the elemen-
tary school, where successive genera-
tions of children can piay it once or
twice in the course of units or logic. 11
does less weli as a home educational
program hecause ance the child un-
derstands: the process of maiching
characterist or deducing rules,
boredom sets in rapidlv.
Unfortunately. the game is copy pro-
tected and so ils use in a schoo) that
has more than nwo Apples becomes
clumsy. It is also'not possible to get at
the code, so-creative teachers can't
modify these programs to change the
rules or othenwise-ervhance the effec-
tiveness of Moptown for some SPE('IﬁC
educational cbiective.
ERROR HANDLING: Moplmm s in-
]:ml fautines are almosi foolproof. Er-
rors don't accur hecause vou are nat
allowed to make any. if you enter
things incorrecily. the program won't

| take them. Furthermore, veu can al-

ways consult the instructions to find
oul why lhings are not working 1he
way they should.

DOCUMENTATION:  This package is
wetl documented. The clear. usefu
steuctions include a full discussion of
the purposes and goals of lhe de.
signer. The program is not complex. so
the instructions tell all thal anvone
needs 1o know to make the program
wark. They dor’t, however, help any-
one whao might want to write a similar
program.

SUPPORT: This is a program fiym
Apple’s Special Delivery Software, Sup-
poril consists of including a backup
disk with the main disk. No replace-
ment policy is articulated in the man-
ual or anvivhere else on the packaging,
SUMMARY: Moptown is fun. educa-
tional, useful and interesting. It is a
well executed, tightly focused pro-
gram thal could prove useiiz) in many
clementary schools. u
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