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Conmbu!or

he |dea that you can. add all the

E I ‘benefits of the trusty Appte Il Plus

t the IBM Personal Computer for
$600 may . bring you visions of home
comput:ng “for the entire famtly The
question is ~ whether Quadlink is the
produci that can satisfy these fantasics;
our answer is no.

The probtem is not that the board does

not work; it functions very well in some

" circumstances. There are 5o many limita-
. tions to'its use, though, thal it’s probable
* most of the Apple software you have won'l

* ruri properly—or at all—on the Quadliak.

If you are interested in running Apple
1§ programs that cannot be converted o

| run directly on the PC, that do not require

- Special Apple peripherals, that do nat
require an 80-colunin display or the Shift

key and are not. protected with the

common ‘‘haif-tracking'’ scheme,

~ Quadlink will work admirably. Tt is likely,

though, that almost any package yoy want

" to use will need one of those things. It’s es-
pecially - [rustraling to discover just how

- many programs are protected with half-
tracking —you will simply be unable to run
those programs using the Quadhink.

The problem is not really with the
Quadlink; the 1BM disketie drives are st
fault. Regular Apple diskette drives can be
made 1o read the half-tracks, which are
located midway between normally used
tracks on the diskette. The PC's drives,
though, cannot read the information, so if

“you try to use the Apple disks, the
programs will not run, You can't make
copies, eilher, using standard Applc copy
‘ programs, so the oaly way Lo run such

1 programs is Lo equip your PC with floppy-

disk drives that can read half-teack-
protected diskettes.

The upshot of this is that you can’l use
many popular, programs—Llhe
- RasterBlaster and Star Blazer games, the

DBMaster data-basc sysiemn and the
Locksmith copy pragram, for
example—with the Quadlink board.

If you manage 1o (ind 3 program that
doesn’t use this scheme, you will probahly
encounter one of the other limitations. If
the program requires more than a 40-

- column display, you will not be ablc 1o use
it. Using lowercase characters is aiso a
problem, The Quadlmk does have lower-

- lowarcase functions; AppleDOS 3.3,
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case abilities, but it normally operates with
uppercase characters only, and you must
have special software to get at the
jowercase circuitry. Unfortunately, the
manmtfacturer doesn’t provide any such
routines with Quadiink, and the documen-
tation makes no mention of lowercase use
at zll. '

If you do manage through trial and
error to discover the lowercase workings
of the Quadlink, you will stll have
problems using the Shift key. Since most
Apple programs that use both uppercasc
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Product details: List price, $680.
Apple 1l Plus-compatible plug-in
board for the {1BM Personol
Computer; 6502 CPU; 64K RAM;
gome paddle porl; Applesoft ROM;

disk-filing utilities, Quadlink softwaro
version 1.00 included. Manufociurod
by Quedram Corporction, 4355
intarnational Bovlevard, Norcross,
GA 30093; {404].923-6666.

Product summary: Quadlink
purports 10 enable you 1o run Apple
It Plus softwore in your IBM Personal
Computar. In truth, only a flew
programs will work well; most
programs will runvnto one of several
roadblocks that make this produc

generclly unacceploble.

and lowercase  characters use  speaal
instructions o accomphsh the task, the
Shift key may ar may not work with a
particular program. You may find that it
works but does not produce the chariscters
you expect it will. You can probably use
the Escape key as a substitute Shift key lor
nrny programs, bul you will probably fmd
it agpravating Lo-be forced to go ths raute
while you are using the expenove [BM
heyboard.

The Quadlink alsa promises to pmnu{
you Lo use any (M penpheral board vou
have with Apple  programs
contral. In practwe, though.
breaks down,

You can easily get a printer 1o function
wilh Apple software, Any program that s
set up to use an Apple-styvle penpheral
vard, though, 15 bkely W pot work as
expected, either becase, the progrm wall
not receive the proper tespense from te
IBM card or because the program will
expeet to find the penpheral g sloC the
Quadlink cannot use. Quadhonk was de-
signed (o address anly the stots numbered
0, 2 and 6 when 3 progiam sequnres
nfarmation fram @ perpheral, and the
slots munbered 010 2 and G when 3
prograu has miormaton te sewd to them.
Ax o result, several progonms,
some nsefub utthbes, won't work

£ ovou want 1o use 0 progranm witham
the described  atations, the Quadbink
baard 15 easy foouse and funchans quite
woll 1 von want to use a program that s
subject (0 the inmitanons. vou wil i
ymurself stragpling.

The doromentation s na help, either
i1 looks great and s impressive for nonmal
aperations snd mstadlation procedm es, hut
W ocontans Bite mformaniion o avervan
mg the prablems we've menioned. Any
one who i vontemplatimg use ol the
Quadlink hiad hetter have o good hbary ol
Apple wannals handy - Between what n
never mentions and  what  lunchions 1t
mentsons but never explans well enangh
fr vou to use. we can only call the
documentatian “ponr.”

Il you do decide to buy the prodict
anyway, vou'll find it s well Bl and wall
yequire minimal service, JHis protected by
a ane-year wartanty, and vou can ooall
Quadean if von need hetp. That <6l won't
heljr yon salve the board’s hase deawe
hacks, though, ~o i vou buy 1t yanre an
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